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Big Basin Redwood State Park is one of our most beloved 
regional parks, and SCVAS members frequent its trails and value its 
beauty and serenity. Ancient redwood groves in the park provide 
breeding habitat for the southernmost population of the marbled 
murrelet, a small, federally threatened seabird of the auk family. 
Murrelets and their nests have been detected most frequently 
in the Waddell Creek watershed, which is the most developed 
portion of the Park.  

The population of marbled murrelets along the pacific coast 
has declined steeply over the past decades. Experts believe that 
nest predation by corvids (jays, crows and ravens) is the primary 
reason for decline in California; and that reducing nest predation 
is the most effective means for improving population viability in 
the region. Experts also believe that high numbers of corvids in 
the Big Basin Redwood State Park persist due to food scavenged 
at campgrounds and other areas of human activity.

Last year, California State Parks released a new General Plan 
for improvements of Big Basin Redwood State Park that would 
allow more visitors to enjoy a wider network of trails, campgrounds, 
cabins and activities. The planning process for the General Plan 
could and should have been an opportunity to improve recreation 
facilities AND to increase the protection of the murrelet habitat. We 
had hoped that the new plan would address use patterns in some 
campgrounds and would dramatically improve trash and food scrap 
management, actions needed to reverse the decline of this species. 
Instead, the new plan paid little attention to the murrelets, with only 
vague and non-binding mitigation measures to address impacts of 
construction, recreation and intensification of activities in the old 
growth redwood groves where the murrelets nest. Comments from 
government agencies, conservation organizations and thousands of 
individuals had some effect, but the plan remained preferential to 

development over 
conservation.

The California 
Park Commission 
met on May 20th 
2013, three days 
past  this  year ’s 
International Endangered Species Day. Following a briefing by 
staff on the new General Plan, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
representative spoke to emphasize the importance of minimizing 
impacts of recreational activities in marbled murrelet habitat, 
and recommended the relocation and removal of recreational 
facilities to avoid marbled murrelet habitat. This statement was 
followed by public comments from SCVAS, Sequoia Audubon, 
Audubon California, and the Center for Biological Diversity.  
Environmental Advocate Shani Kleinhaus and SCVAS intern 
Brittany Shulter asked the commissioners to delay approval of 
the plan and to consider improvements that would protect the 
marbled murrelet. We asked the commissioners not to break our 
trust by utilizing a “statement of overriding consideration”(a 
legal statement that allows the agency to prioritize economic and 
recreational development while causing potential irreversible 
harm to natural resources). But the commissioners did just that; 
they approved the plan stating, “the social, educational, and 
recreational considerations of the proposals contained in the 
Big Basin Redwoods SP General Plan and its implementation 
outweigh the potential adverse environmental effects they may 
cause… Approval of the [Plan] will result in a potentially significant 
environmental impact to the habitat of the marbled morale [sic] 
habitat that cannot be substantially lessened or avoided at this 

A Marbled Murrelet in breeding plumage
© Peter LaTourrette

continued on page 3

Calling All Kids:
Fill your summer with 
wonder and discovery 
- join one of our Young 

Audubon Summer 
Nature Adventures! 

-Pages 5 & 10
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Please carpool if possible; bring binoculars, field guides, layered clothing.
LO = Lunch optional; RC = Heavy rain cancels; NF = No facilities available

July - Aug  ‘13 Field Trips
(Full details for all of our Field Trips are also available online at www.scvas.org)

Wednesday July 3, 12:00 PM
City of Sunnyvale Landfill
One hour. Leaders: Freddy Howell and 
Allen Royer. Contact organizer Silviana 
Ruiz (408) 730-7545 to attend. Directions: 
Donald M. Somers Water Pollution Control 
Plant, junction of Borregas and Caribbean. 
Meet at Trailhead at north end. Difficulty 
Level: Birding geared toward beginners. 
Notes: Bring binoculars. Loaners also 
available. RC 

Saturday July 13, 8:00 AM
Charleston Slough
Half day.  Leader:  Nick Yatsko (408) 247-
5499. Directions: Meet at Terminal Way at 
the end of San Antonio Rd. north off Hwy 
101 in Mountain View.  Difficulty Level: 
All are encouraged to attend but birding 
will be geared toward the beginning birder.

Wednesday Aug. 7, 12:00 PM
City of Sunnyvale Landfill
One hour. Leaders: Freddy Howell and 
Allen Royer. Contact organizer Silviana 
Ruiz (408) 730-7545 to attend. Directions: 
See write-up for July 3rd.

Saturday Aug. 10, 8:30 AM
Ano Nuevo State Reserve
Half day.  Leader: Bob Reiling (408) 253-
7527. Directions: The entrance is along 
Hwy 1 about 30 miles south of Half Moon 
Bay or 20 miles north of Santa Cruz. Meet 
at the far (south) end of the parking lot. 
Difficulty Level: Plan on a 3-4 mile walk 
(half of it in sand), fog, bright sun and wind.  
Notes: There is a $10 per car parking fee. 
Bring a scope, lunch, liquids, and dress in 
layers.  Highlights: Possible birds include 
Bank Swallow, Marbled Murrelet and early 
returning shorebirds. LO

Sunday August 18, 8:00 AM
Charleston Slough 
Half day.  Leader:  Nick Yatsko (408) 
247-5499. Directions: See the write-up 
for July 13th.   

 Enjoy your summer months reading 
books from the vast collection of new 

and used bird books at the SCVAS 
Nature Shop and Library.

Support local artists and young 
entrepreneurs by shopping our collection 

of  consignment items

Wed. 7/10 & 8/14; 3-4:30PM
Nature Journaling with John Muir Laws
McClellan Ranch Preserve, Cupertino

Free workshops for all ages! 
No RSVP required, but please 

be on time. Go to our website, 
www.scvas.org, for more 
details.

*********
Young Audubon Summer Series
(see pages 5 & 10 for more details):

Mon-Fri 7/22-26; 9:00AM-3:00PM
SCVAS/MROSD Present:
Summer  “Nature Days”  Day Camp
Fun days to get outside and explore! 
Locations vary as we enjoy some of our 
beautiful local open space areas. 
For all children entering grades 2-6.

Sat. 8/17; 8:00-10:00AM
Bird Banding with SFBBO
Coyote Creek Banding Station, Milpitas

*****

August 22-25
Western Field Ornithologists 
Conference
Olympia, WA
For full details and to register, go to 
www.westernfieldornithologists.org

Looking Ahead:

September 12-15
Featuring our very own 

Bob Power!
Designed for seasoned 

and beginning birders, as well as 
outdoor lovers, the festival offers a 
unique opportunity to explore, learn and 
appreciate world class habitats. 
Go to www.montereybaybirding.org for 
more details and how to register 

Sat. 9/28; 7AM-4PM
Stevens Creek 50K/SCVAS 
Benefit Run 
Runners and Volunteers are needed to 
participate in this fun event through the 
Santa Cruz Mountains. Runners are asked 
to donate a small registration fee, the 
proceeds of which go to benefit SCVAS’ 
education and conservation programs. Go 
to the event website - www.stevenscreek.
com/stevenscreek50k.html - for more 
details about the race, how to register as a 
runner, or how to help as an event volunteer.

SCVAS & Outside Events Calendar:

Bird Sketch
© John Muir Laws

Floy Zittin’s beautiful watercolors (left) and 
Tuko Pamoja bags (right) are just some of the 

items available in the SCVAS Nature Shop
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Conservation Corner
By Shani Kleinhaus, Environmental Advocate 
SCVAS partners with Intuit to install nest boxes on campus

This spring, Intuit and SCVAS volunteer Dave Cook developed 
a nest box trail at Intuit’s corporate headquarters in Mtn. View. Dave 
has committed a significant amount of time to the installation of 
the nest boxes on campus, training Intuit employees, monitoring 
and even redesigning boxes to exclude house sparrows. Two 
pairs of western bluebirds and a pair of Bewick’s wrens used the 
boxes to raise young, to the delight of the participants at Intuit. 

This program has great potential as a tool to involve employees 
of local corporations in hands-on bird conservation. We hope to 
learn more and thank Dave – and Intuit – for an encouraging start.

SCVAS appeals San Jose’s approval of a Dirt Stockpile Project 
by Alviso

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) recognizes 
that between the date a project is approved and the date a project 
is constructed, changes may occur. When the changes are minor, 
there is no need for a new public participation process. Where 
significant changes are involved, public participation is needed and 
a Supplemental Environmental Impact report is usually prepared.

In June 2013, SCVAS appealed to the City of San Jose the 
approval of a “stockpiling of dirt” west of  N. 1st St. by Alviso.  
This approval relied on a 13-year-old Environmental Impact Re-
port for a Cisco Systems campus. The campus was to be built on 
150-acres along N. 1st St. between Hwy 237 and Alviso. However, 
Cisco abandoned the campus plans after the construction of only 
two buildings, and recently sold the land to developers. Several 
projects are now in the planning process for the property. One of 
these projects - stockpiling of dirt - was approved based on the 
stale environmental review and old mitigations of 2000.

In 2000, to mitigate “significant and unavoidable” loss of 
burrowing owl habitat (at the time, three nests and 16 to 22 
individual owls were evicted from the 150-acre property), 21.7 
acres of land were set aside for habitat preservation adjacent to 
Jubilee Christian church on Disc Drive. This type of mitigation, 
common at the time, was identified by a 2012 California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife report as one of the reasons for 
the decline of burrowing owls in the State. Moreover, the habitat 
preservation area has not been managed well, and failed to sustain 
burrowing owl nesting habitat. 

In January 2013, the City of San Jose adopted the Santa 
Clara Valley Habitat Conservation Plan. This Plan emphasizes 
the precarious existence of burrowing owls in the county, and 
includes a Burrowing Owl Conservation Strategy that could be 
used by developers to reduce significant and unavoidable impacts 
– such as those identified in the 2000 Cisco EIR – to a less than 
significant level.  We asked the City to require the preparation 
of a Supplemental EIR that would re-evaluate the loss of habitat 
and better mitigate the impact to burrowing owls.

Photo by Greg Kerekes, April 2013

SCVAS’ Annual Summer WISH-LIST
Thanks to the generosity of our members and friends, we are often able to fulfill our office needs through donations. This has 

been a tremendous support to our chapter, and we’re always very grateful when needed items find their way to us.

This year, we’re looking to obtain a new - or only slightly used - Digital Data Projector so we can continue to give all of those 
beautiful bird photographs at our General Meetings their due.  We always try to provide the highest quality programs and 

presentations to our members as possible, but sometimes our equipment needs a little help... 

Please contact us at 408-252-3747 or scvas@scvas.org for more information or to make a donation.  
All donations - including in-kind donations - are tax deductible.

time; even with mitigation, impacts remain potentially significant 
and unavoidable.” 

Old verses sing “Make new friends, but keep the old. One 
is silver, the other is gold.” Throughout that meeting, and in 
every discussion of every agenda item, staff and commissioners 
expressed an interest in repairing the loss of public trust (due to 
recent investigations of financial decisions) and how they may 

possibly “make new friends.” We in the Audubon network have 
always been the most loyal, generous and forgiving friends to 
California Parks. Perhaps our trust was taken for granted; we 
were certainly not treated as gold. 

Parks Commission cont’d from page 1

A pair of Marbled Murrelets 
in winter plumage

© Tom Grey
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Volunteer Ventures
by Toby Goldberg, Programs Coordinator

Let me start this issue’s column by first stating that I love my 
job! I love that I do something every day that makes a difference, 
I love the connections I have in the community, and I love who 
I get to work with. However, it definitely is a very busy job, one 
that keeps me constantly hopping. Which is why I stand a little 
in awe of all of the people that contribute their time to help with 
the many [many!] activities, events, meetings and so much more 
that this chapter is involved in - and still stay involved in many 
[many!] other commitments as well. 

This, of course, is one of the reasons we select a few volunteers 
for special recognition each year. Here are the amazing volunteers 
we recognized at this year’s annual June Potluck Dinner:

Annette Herz – Environmental Action Committee and Burrowing 
Owl Conservation. 
Annette Herz started advocating for burrowing owls and other 
birds only three years ago, and has already made her mark. Always 
positive and resourceful, Annette participates in a wide variety of 
volunteer events, from building and installing artificial burrows, 
to working with students to plant native vegetation and restore 
habitat, to organizing outreach and fundraising activities in sup-
port of Burrowing Owls. She has advocated for habitat protection 
and preservation countless times in front of the Mountain View 
City Council. We thank Annette for her tireless and proactive 
support of SCVAS conservation efforts.

Ulf Stauber – Cavity Nesters Recovery Program Monitor
Some of our volunteers work quietly behind the scenes for many 
years, but their contributions are no less valued. Ulf has been 
faithfully monitoring nest boxes as part of our Cavity Nesters 
Recovery Program for many years, as well as helping to train 
new monitors. We - and the birds - are grateful for his efforts!

Laurie West-Roberts - Events and Hospitality
Anytime SCVAS puts on a great party, you can be sure that 
Laurie was involved. With her endless creativity and patience 
when things change (and change again), her help during our fun 
- but sometimes hectic - events is irreplaceable! Laurie is also 
a super star when it comes to supporting our annual Birdathon 
- her team, the Snipe Hunters, consistently comes in as a top 
fundraising contender. 

Colleen Cunningham - Office and Nature Shop Assistant
When we last honored Colleen, her service to the Chapter had 
already become invaluable, and we were grateful that she had 
chosen to give up one Saturday every month to support our 
Nature Shop. Now, 12 years later, we are honored that she has 
continued to make volunteering with SCVAS an integral part of 
her regular routine.

Bob Hirt - SCVAS Board
We were amazed to realize that this month marks Bob’s 10th an-
niversary as a member of the SCVAS Board of Directors. And as 
anyone that has ever served on our board knows, we ask a lot of 
our board members! For ten years, Bob has dedicated his time, 
energy, networking abilities, creativity, and so much more to help-

ing build a strong chapter. Whether serving as Board President, 
Vice-President, Director-at-Large, Finance Committee member, 
or Event Support, Bob’s many contributions to this chapter are 
invaluable, and we eagerly look forward to the next ten years!

On a different note, we’re sad to be saying goodbye to Lee 
French and Gordon Barrett, both of whom have been actively 
involved in this Chapter for many years. They will be sorely 
missed, but we wish them all the best - and lots of great bird-
ing! - in their new locations.

If you’ve been inspired by these volunteers, please check out 
just a few of the many available opportunities to help out listed 
below, and contact the Programs Coordinator at (408) 252-3740 
or programs@scvas.org. We’d love to help you find the right 
match for your time, talents, and interests!  You may also view 
the most current (and most pressing) volunteer positions online 
at www.scvas.org.

Wetlands Discovery Program Docents (Fall 2013) – You see this 
one on our “Volunteer Opportunities” list a lot, because it is one 
of our most visible, vital and volunteer-intensive activities - but 
so worth it! This program shares the wonder and importance of 
wetland habitats with 3rd-6th graders throughout Santa Clara 
County. Volunteers guide students in exploring wetland wild-
life and habitat both in the classroom and out in the field.  This 
program is rewarding for our volunteers and for the hundreds 
of South Bay children who participate (almost 1800 this year!).  
No experience is necessary, as we will provide training for both 
field and class sessions. All a potential docent needs is a love of 
nature and a desire to share it with children.

Stevens Creek 50K/SCVAS Benefit Run – Volunteers are needed 
on Saturday, September 28th to help with a fun event for local 
runners that also helps raise money for SCVAS’ many educa-
tional and conservation programs. Volunteer tasks will include 
course marking, staffing First Aid stations, and more. Please go 
to http://www.stevenscreek.com/stevenscreek50k/stevenscreek-
50kvolunteer.html for more details on how you can help. Register 
through the main “Stevens Creek 50K” race page to volunteer.

Peregrine Protectors Needed! 
Support the Falcon Research and 

Observation Group

Sanborn County Park in Saratoga is 
looking for volunteers to help protect the 
Peregrine Falcons of Summit Rock during 
peak trail use - Saturday and Sundays, 
from 10:00am-4:00pm - and to educate the 

public about this special area. 
If this sounds like something you’d like to 
be a part of, please contact Senior Ranger 

Flint Glines at (408) 867-9959 Peregrine Falcon
©Tom Grey
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Adult Education Classes - Summer 2013
The following classes are sponsored by the SCVAS Education Committee.  To register please call the office at (408) 252-3740.  
All cancellations require 72-hour prior notification for refunds. Information about our upcoming classes is also available on our 
website at www.scvas.org.

Birds of the Farallones with Al Jaramillo, Matthew 
Dodder, and Bob Power

A summer trip to the Farallones conjures up images of 
Great White Sharks and Humpback whales. While we hope to 
encounter the entire breadth of ocean life the islands have to 
offer, we’ll be going for nesting seabirds. The islands are teeming 
with nesting birds and our timing adds seabird migration to the 
mix. Join us for an unforgettable experience. 

For more details about this trip, see: http://alvarosadventures.
com/farallon-islands/. Please note, however, that you should 
register for this particular trip through SCVAS.
Date: Sun. 8/11; 7:00AM (Half Moon Bay - Princeton Harbor - 
departure) to approximately 5:00PM (Half Moon Bay arrival). 
Fee: $130 members; $150 non-members.  

Audubon Field Seminar: 
Swainson’s Hawks with Bob Power

Swainson’s Hawks congregate in the 
lower Sacramento Valley in late summer as 
they prepare to leave for Mexico and Argentina 
for the winter.  They rest up and gorge 
themselves in preparation for the trip, taking 
advantage of the rich riparian and agricultural 
resources of Yolo County. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see a wide variety of Swainson’s 
Hawks, their multiple morphs and ages, and 
get to know them on a more intimate basis.  
Perhaps the most graceful buteo, often the most 
beautiful, clearly the long-distance migration sweepstakes winner 
(Alberta to Argentina); you owe yourself a good visit with these 
magnificent raptors.
Date: Fri. 8/16; 7:00AM (south bay departure) to approximately 
5:30PM (south bay arrival).  Fee: $30 members; $40 non-members. 
Min: 8 students; Max: 16 students.  NOTE: You must be willing 
to carpool and share fuel expenses with a minimum of 3 other 
people to attend this field trip.  We will have a maximum of 4, 
4-person vehicles on this field trip.

Tufted Puffin 
by Pete LaTourrette

Swainson’s Hawk
© Peter LaTourrette

2013 Summer Nature Days
Outdoor Day Camp for Children in Grades 2-6

July 22nd-26th, 9:00am-3:00pm
(in partnership with the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District and Shoreline at Mountain View)

Come explore with us at McClellan Ranch Preserve, Picchetti Ranch Open Space 
Preserve, Shoreline Lake, and Skyline Ridge Open Space Preserve. Each day explores 

a different location with a different theme - for a week bursting with wonder!

Explore the world of plants, bugs, birds, mud, tracks, and so much more!
Cost: $270/child for members; $295/child for non-members. 

There is a multi-child discount for families.

Registration has been extended, but don’t wait - only a few spaces left!

Full details - scholarship information, locations and registration information - available online 
(go to www.scvas.org - click on “Kids’ Corner”)
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by Bill Bousman

Field Notes
(April-May 2013)

Geese through Falcons
Late Greater White-fronted Geese 

included three at the Coyote Creek GC on 6 
Apr (SCR), one on Thompson Creek on 7 Apr 
(MMR, RGJ), and another at the Morgan Hill 
Community Park on 27 Apr (MMR, SCR).  At 
least one male Eurasian Wigeon remained on 
the unnamed pond near Moffett Field through 
7 Apr (v.ob.).  A male Eurasian was on newly 
filled Pond A16 on 25-27 Apr (MJM, LCr) 
and another was seen on Pond A2E on 27 
Apr (MMR, SCR).  A pair of Blue-winged 
Teal was found in Artesian Slough in Alviso 
(and perhaps moved to New Chicago Marsh 
on occasions) through 27 Apr (MJM, m.ob.).  
Single males were in the Lockheed Martin 
ponds on 19 Apr (RFu et al.) and at the South 
County Regional WasteWater Authority 
treatment ponds in Gilroy on 3 and 15 May 
(AME, GZ).  Redheads in unusual triple 
digit numbers in March dropped to double 
digits by 3 Apr with 50 in Pond A3W on 3 
Apr (RFu et al.) and single digits by the end of 
the month on 27 Apr with just two birds in the 
triangular pond north of Moffett Field (MMR, 
SCR) and two in Pond A16 in Alviso (MJM).  
The 1st-winter Red-throated Loon found at 
Shoreline Lake in late March remained through 
1 Apr (JAC).  Common Loons during the period 
included one at Lexington Reservoir on 14 Apr 
(RCP et al.) and two flying over the Pajaro River 
on 6 May (DLSu).  A Red-necked Grebe was 
rediscovered on Pond A4 in Sunnyvale on 17 
Apr (BM, MAA) and was seen through 22 Apr 
(v.ob.).  This is likely the same bird seen on 
A2E in late February.  Western Grebes were 
discovered nesting on Coyote Reservoir again 
on 11 Apr (JAC) and Clark’s Grebes as well on 
13 Apr (TGr).  The water levels soon dropped 
and all of the nests were abandoned by 10 May 
(BH).  The Mountain View Forebay American 
Bittern was last seen on 13 Apr (GL).  The first 
White-faced Ibis of the spring was a bird in the 
New Chicago Marsh area on 24 Apr (HMcD, 
GZ).  Sizeable spring ibis flocks included 23 
over Pond A12 on 2 May (PDu) and about 25 
over Hwy 101 and Masten Avenue on 20 May 
(DM).  Ospreys have again nested in the Los 
Gatos Creek watershed and as of 25 May were 
raising three young (WGB).  The nesting pair 
of Bald Eagles on the west side of Calaveras 
Reservoir hatched two chicks with both young 
seen on 7 Apr (MMR, RGJ).  The pair at 
Coyote Reservoir hatched a single chick and it 
was nearly fledged by 10 May (BH).  The nest 
tree/limb used by last year’s pair near Casa de 
Fruta failed over the winter (DLSu).  The big 
story of the spring period has been the number 

of Swainson’s Hawks coming through.  In the 
1920s, there were occasional sightings of up 
to 25 birds, but in the past 30 years we have 
been lucky to see one or two in any spring.  The 
best spring we’ve had was 2004 when six birds 
were found in widely scattered locations in the 
county.  This year has been remarkable in the 
number of passage birds, mostly in the Coyote 
Valley where they have fed on voles or other 
rodents in the alfalfa fields.  The harbinger was 

an adult on West Palm Avenue in Coyote Valley 
on 7 Apr (BH).  At least five Swainson’s were 
seen in the valley on 16 Apr (RPh), then six on 
18 Apr (JPa, KBu).  Nine were counted over 
the alfalfa fields on 4 May (SCR) and an amaz-
ing total of 14 in the valley on 20 May (RPh).  
Away from this metropolis, there have been at 
least six other birds seen during this passage, 
exceptional in its own right.  A Prairie Falcon 
in Halls Valley on 23 Apr (MJM) was the only 
report and is likely a resident bird.  

Shorebirds through Woodpeckers
Snowy Plovers finally showed up in New 

Chicago Marsh with two to five birds 16-27 
Apr (RWR, FV, v.ob.).  Subsequently, one to 
eight birds were found on Pond A12 nearby 
(BM, v.ob.) with the high count on 15 May 
(PDu).  A single bird was on Pond A9 on 1 May 
(WGB).  A family group of two adults and two 
young were on Pond A16 on 29 May (RWR, 
FV), our first sign of nesting.  Three Solitary 
Sandpipers were found this spring.  The first 
was seen along Thompson Creek above Tully 
Road 14-19 Apr (RCP et. al, v.ob.).  The second 
was at the Lockheed Martin ponds 19-28 Apr 
(RFu et al., v.ob.).  The third was along the shore 
of Anderson Reservoir on 22 Apr (SCR).  The 
Lesser Yellowlegs found at State and Spreckles 
in March was seen again on 1 Apr (BM).  One 
was in Artesian Slough on 3 Apr (RFu et al.).  
The last was a bird in the impoundment north 
of Alviso Marina CP on 17 Apr (BM, MAA).  
We haven’t had any spring Ruddy Turnstones 
in the last three years, so the assortment this 
spring was nice.  Five birds were off the Palo 

Alto Baylands on 3 May (BM).  Two birds were 
on Pond A12 on 22 May and one was on Pond 
A9 on 30 May (both PDu).  More surprising 
was our third spring record of a Black Turn-
stone in New Chicago Marsh on 17 Apr (BM, 
MAA).  We have few records of Red Knots in 
the spring period.  Singles this spring included 
one on Charleston Slough on 27 Apr (MMR, 
SCR) and another on Pond A12 on 22 May 
(PDu).  The real surprise was 37 birds on Pond 
A9 at a high tide on 30 May (PDu).  Wilson’s 

Phalaropes don’t show much of spring pas-
sage so a female in the impoundment north 
of the Alviso Marina CP on 17 Apr (BM, 
MAA), one on Pond A12 on 19 Apr (RWR), 
two on that pond on 4 May (PDu), and two 
farther out on Pond A15 (PDu) were a good 
showing.  Red-necked Phalaropes, on the 
other hand, have a moderate passage and were 
found from 2 Apr to the end of the period 
(m.ob.).  The highest count was of 660 birds 
on Pond A12 on 1 May (WGB).  A spring 
passage Black Tern was found on Pond A17 
on 21 May (PDu).  Much less expected was a 
basic Common Tern on Pond A14 on 27 Apr 
(MJM), only our third or fourth spring record.  
A ‘cooing’ Greater Roadrunner deep in 
Henry Coe SP on the Bear Mountain Road on 

27 May (MMR) was the only report this period.  
A single Black Swift over the Coyote Valley 
on 25 May (SCR) was more typical compared 
to the large numbers in 2012.  The first Vaux’s 
Swift arrived on 13 Apr in the Almaden Valley 
(JPa).  There were few obvious migrant flocks 
during the period, the highest counts were four 
over Monte Bello OSP on 19 Apr (GHa) and 
four over Vasona CP on 17 May (GZ), the later 
a part of the summering population.  A male 
Black-chinned Hummingbird at Kelly Park 
on 19 Apr (PDu) and 22 Apr (SCT et al.) was a 
returning summer resident.  A male along the 
Guadalupe River near Curtner on 28 Apr (WGB) 
and 21 May (MJM), and a female along Coyote 
Creek below Embedded Way on 19 May (JPa) 
were also summer residents.  A female at Ed 
Levin Park on 27 Apr (MMR, SCR), a male 
there on 30 Apr (BM), and one along the Pajaro 
River above Hwy 129 on 6 May (DLSu) were 
likely migrants.  We don’t see Calliope Hum-
mingbirds every spring so a male at Ed Levin 
on 27 Apr (MMR, SCR) and female there 30 
Apr (BM) were nice.  Lewis’s Woodpeckers 
were found in the San Antonio Valley throughout 
the period (m.ob.), the high count was of 10 on 
11 May (MDo et al.).  

Flycatchers through Sparrows
An early Hammond’s Flycatcher was 

seen in Los Altos Hills on 1 Apr (PJM).  Other 
Santa Cruz Mountain records included one at 
Monte Bello OSP on 20 Apr (MMR et al.) and 
second bird there on 1 May (GHa).  Diablo 
Range records included two birds along Gilroy 
Hot Springs Road on 6 Apr (MDo et al.), a 

There were 
numerous rarities 

this month, but they 
were overshadowed 

by the unprecedented 
spring migration of 
Swainson’s Hawks.
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Field Notes     cont’d

single bird at Smith Creek on 11 Apr (MJM, 
LCr), and three more at the same location on 
23 Apr (MJM).  Gray Flycatcher is rarely 
found in the county so one along the Pajaro 
River above Hwy 129 on 6 May (DLSu) was a 
good find.  Say’s Phoebe nested for the third 
year northeast of Hellyer Avenue (WGB, BJ).  
Cassin’s Kingbirds returned to their favored 
nesting area on San Felipe Road on 3 Apr (BM) 
and two to three birds were seen through the 
period.  Six Purple Martins returned to an area 
northwest of the lower saddle on Loma Prieta 
Avenue where they have nested in the past on 
7 Apr (AR, JG).  They have remained there 
through the period with 10 birds seen on 26 
Apr (RWR, FV).  The Red-breasted Nuthatch 
irruption trailed off in April with the last bird 
seen at Ed Levin CP on 19 Apr (RFu et al.).  A 
Canyon Wren was found singing at outcrop 
on the Grizzly Gulch Trail in Henry Coe SP 
on 26 Apr (WGB) and was found again on 28 
Apr (PDu) and 4 May (MMR, ARo).  At least 
one American Dipper was found repeatedly 
through the birdathon period in Stevens Creek 
Canyon (m.ob.).  Golden-crowned Kinglets 
were seen along the John Nicholas Trail with 
two on 5 Apr (KBu, JPa) and one on 11 Apr 
(BM).  Phainopepla have seemed scarce in 
the San Antonio Valley in recent years so a 
female on 14 Apr (SEM) and a male on 4 May 
(RWR et al.) were welcome finds.  But the 18 
birds on the Coe Bird Study Route #8 on 27 
May (MMR) almost matched the 21 found on 
Routes #4 and #5 last summer.  Coe remains a 
bird terra incognita for us.  Wintering Northern 
Waterthrush in the last decade have rarely 
remained into late April, although there is a 1 
May record.  With excellent coverage, the last 
bird this spring was found on 20 Apr (MMR et 
al.).  But the real surprise came when a bird was 
seen along Stevens Creek below Hwy 101 on 30 
May (MMR).  Previously we have banded two 
birds at the Coyote Creek Field Station (CCFS) 
in early May but none have been found in late 
May or early June as occurs sometimes for birds 
migrating in the western United States.  We had 
a nice passage of Nashville Warblers this spring 
with about 17 birds reported.  The earliest was 
one at Stevens Creek CP on 7 Apr (DWe).  About 
half were found in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and the other half in the Diablo Range.  Mac-
Gillivray’s Warblers moved through quickly.  
The first was singing in Rancho San Antonio 
OSP on 26 Apr (MJM, LCr), one was banded 
at CCFS the next day (SFBBO), and the third 
was along the Pajaro River above Hwy 129 on 
29 Apr (DLSu).  A bird was along Llagas Creek 
beside Casa Loma Road on 1 May (AV) and a 
singing bird was heard along Hicks Road 2-5 
May (JPa, v.ob.).  A singing Palm Warbler 
was found at Lake Lagunita 20-24 Apr (RFu, 
v.ob.) for one of our few April records.  The 

main passage of Hermit Warblers appears 
to have been from 19 Apr to 21 May (GHa, 
RFu, v.ob.) with at least 14 birds.  Two males 
singing in Sanborn-Skyline CP southeast of 
Indian Rock on 21 May (WGB) were probably 
summer residents.  A Yellow-breasted Chat at 
the SCRWA treatment ponds 26-29 Apr (MJM, 
v.ob.), one at Monte Bello OSP on 2 May (GHa), 
and one east of Sargent Creek on 6 May (DLSu) 
may all have been migrants.  Black-chinned 
Sparrows have occupied burned chamise just 
over the county line off Summit Road again 
this spring (m.ob.).  Nine singing birds were 
found on route #8 in Henry Coe SP on 29 May 
(MMR).  One or two Sage Sparrows were 
found along Loma Prieta Avenue 18-21 May 
(JG, NLe, JPa, EBa).  They are rare in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains.  Late winter White-throated 
Sparrows included three continuing birds: one 
at the Sunnyvale Baylands Park through 19 
Apr (RFu et al., v.ob.), Stevens Creek below 
Hwy 101 through 27 Apr (MMR, SCR, v.ob.), 
and one on the Alamitos Creek Trail through 
22 Apr (JPa).  New birds included singles at 
Coyote Lake CP on 12 Apr (BM) and Kelly 
Park on 17 Apr (PDu).  Missed in February 
and March, the Oka percolation pond Harris’s 
Sparrow was seen again on 6 Apr (RCP et al.).  
An adult was found at the edge of the Lockheed 
Marin marsh on 22 Apr (BM), possibly a spring 
migrant.  The three Harris’s this past winter is 
a remarkable number.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak through 
Evening Grosbeaks

A singing male Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
was found at Almaden Lake on 21 May (JPa).  A 
second-year male Blue Grosbeak was singing 
along the Pajaro River on 27 Apr (WGB).  An 
adult male was there on 29 Apr (RWR, FV), 
at least three birds on 5 May (MMR).  Farther 
down the river, one to three were seen 8-9 May 
(RWR, FV, BM).  An Indigo Bunting was found 
on private land along Pescadero Creek above 
the Pajaro River on 11 May (AR, NLe).  Four 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were seen at the 
Sunnyvale WPCP on 26 Apr (PDu).  Five were 
there by the next day and a few lingered to 3 
May (v.ob.)  One to two birds were seen along 
the Pond A16 levee 5-11 May (PDu, WGB) and 
a female was near First Street in Alviso on 10 
May (ES).  Great-tailed Grackles have been 
found widely during the period, from the Ogier 
Avenue ponds to the Mountain View Forebay 
(m.ob.).  At least 10 were seen along Thompson 
Creek on 15 Apr (MJM).  A singing male Bal-
timore Oriole was found at Vasona CP on 15 
May (KBu, JPa) and on various occasion moved 
nearby to University Avenue (SCR, v.ob.).  It has 
provided pleasure for many observers through 
the end of May.  Red Crossbills have been 
irregular at Monte Bello OSP where two were 
first found on 19 Apr (RFu et al.).  A high count 
was of 32+ birds on 2 May (GHa).  Two were 

over Stanford on 21 Apr (RFu) and at least one 
bird was on Skyline Boulevard on 7 May (JPa).  
Our amazing Pine Siskin flight tapered off in 
late April.  Lingering birds in May included at 
least one at Monte Bello OSP on 2 May (GHa), 
one at the McClellan Ranch Preserve on 16 May 
(RCP), and three in Henry Coe SP on 26 May 
(MMR).  Lawrence’s Goldfinches were found 
widely in the Diablo Range in April with a few 
on the valley floor.  Small numbers appeared 
at various spots in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
by early May.  The winter irruption of Evening 
Grosbeaks was almost exclusively in urban 
areas from Palo Alto to Sunnyvale.  A few birds 
remained in Sunnyvale in April with one seen 
bathing in a yard on Mango Avenue as late 
as 27 Apr (CK).  April also found a few birds 
in the mountains, perhaps birds moving from 
locations farther south.  A single female was at 
Ed Levin CP on 13 Apr (DWe).  Fourteen birds 
were in Stevens Creek CP on 14 Apr (RFu).  A 
few birds were at Monte Bello OSP on both 20 
Apr (MMR et al.) and 27 Apr (MMR, SCR).

Observers: Mary Ann Allan (MAA), Ellen Bateman 
(EBa), Bill Bousman (WGB), Karen Burnson (KBu), 
Jack Cole (JAC), Lea Crisp (LCr), Matthew Dodder 
(MDo), Pete Dunten (PDu), Al Eisner (AME), Rob 
Furrow (RFu), John Garrett (JG), Tom Grey (TGr), 
Beth Hamel (BH), Garth Harwood (GHa), Richard 
Jeffers (RGJ), Bob Juhl (BJ), Carla Kirschenbaum 
(CK), Nick Levendosky (NLe), Garrett Lau (GL), 
Mike Mammoser (MJM), Hugh McDevitt (HMcD), 
Peter Metropulos (PJM), Brooke Miller (BM), Steve 
Miller (SEM), Dominik Mosur (DM), Janna Pauser 
(JPa), Ryan Phillips (RPh), Bob Power (RCP), Bob 
Reiling (RWR), Alex Rinkert (AR), Alma Rogers 
(ARo), Mike Rogers (MMR), Steve Rottenborn (SCR), 
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory (SFBBO), Emilie 
Strauss (ES), David Suddjian (DLSu), Steve Tracey 
(SCT), Frank Vanslager (FV), Ann Verdi (AV), Dave 
Weber (DWe), and Gena Zolotar (GZ). 

RARITIES: Please drop me a note:
Bill Bousman, 321 Arlington Way,

Menlo Park, CA  94025,
or:  barlowi@earthlink.net

Light-morph Swainson’s Hawk
© Tom Grey
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Thanks To All Of Our Birdathon Teams And Their Many, Many Supporters For 
Another Very Successful Birdathon!

Birdathon Rolls On! Over 
$75,000 raised for Education 
and Conservation
by Bob Power, Executive Director

One hundred and forty-three enthusiastic birders joined 
30 teams in this year’s Birdathon to raise funds for 

SCVAS’ critical education and conservation programs. For the 
2nd straight year this effort crashed past the $75,000 barrier before 
the dust had settled.  

Twenty-four individuals raised over $1,000 with Dotty Cala-
brese leading the way by raising an astound-
ing $6,616.  Dotty has been at the top of the 
leader board for many years and this year won 
a wonderful week at Sea Ranch courtesy of 
Nancy Teater.  The Rock Wrens, led by Bob 
Hirt, and always a fundraising leader, raised 
the most money as a team at $9,370.

The contest for most species identified 
was fascinating this year and chronicled in 
the last Avocet.  For the Birdathon Period, the 
Santa Clara Skimmers, led by Rob Furrow, 
using bicycles and leg power only, took the 
prize at 179 species.  Following the Birdathon, 
Mike Rogers and Steve Rottenborn broke 
this new county record with 187 species 
using both bicycles and one of those new-
fangled gas-powered thingies. For the 4-hour 
period, Rob Furrow’s Mean Green Birding 
Machines took top honors with 102 species. 
Extraordinary drama surrounded the Big Sit 

this year as the Data-Sets, reigning champions, and the Eagle Eyes 
tied with 62 species each.  The Fledgelings, everyone’s favorites, 
came back for a second year and jumped from 65 species in 2012 
to 94 species in 2013. More importantly, their fundraising was 
phenomenal with a team total of over $4,000.

The Photography Birdathon teams were very competitive 
this year with Steve Tracey and the Plover Exposures taking top 
honors with 125 species photographed in a 24-hour period. The 
DeDucktions came in second with 113 species and the winner of 
the “best new team name” the OhMyGodwits came in with 105. 
Rounding out the 24-hour photography group were the Shutter-
birds with a new team record of 101. Barry Langdon-Lassagne 
of the Jack Sparrows moved down a weight-class this year after 

dominating the 24-hour teams in 2012 and 
took the glory for 4-hour photography with 
64 species.  Steve Patt won a hotly contested 
fight in the Most Artistic Bird photographed 
category with his Ring-necked Pheasant 
dans l’herb.

Special acknowledgement goes out to 
my co-members of the Birdathon Commit-
tee: Julio Mulero, Renee Polizotto, Debbie 
Thompson, and Bob Hirt, who fret about rules 
and prizes and dinner menus for 7 months 
in order to make this a fun event. And last 
but not least, Jessie Ruthruff and Susan 
Bell performed the daunting but necessary 
administrative tasks that ensure a birdathon 
runs smoothly.

Thank you to all our participants, team 
leaders, sponsors, and prize donors. We 
hope you had fun and are blocking off some 
calendar time for Birdathon Mania 2014!

Fledglings Are Hard To Beat!
For the 2nd year in a row, members of the Fledg-
lings Birdathon team blew past the competition, 

with three of them landing in the top-money-
raising categories. While a little embarrassing 
for the rest of us, it’s certainly nice to see that 
our Chapter will be well supported for many 

years to come!
Photo courtesy of the Zolotar Family

Almaden Eagles:
Caralisa Hughes, Kirsten Holmquist, Richard Page, 
Leon and Janna Pauser, Michael and Alma Rogers, 
Ann Verdi

Bob-O-Links:
Ed Aiken, Brian Andersen and Michelle Jolly, Joyce 
Bartlett, Dorsey and Katherine Bass, Galli Basson, 
Harriet Benson, Allan Berkowitz, Richard Berlin, 
Elyse Bloxham, Robert and Marion Blumberg, John 
and Rebecca Bradley, Johnny and Karen Brown, 
Dolores Butkus, Dotty Calabrese and Donna Clarke, 
Sally Cedarblade, Doug and Gail Cheeseman, Dewey 
and Bessie Chang, Rosalee Clarke, Ann Davidson, 
Karen DeMello, Ed Ehmke and Mary Jane Parrine, 
David and Ellen Fraser, Garry George, John Glathe 
and Carol Seeds, Tom Grey and Barbara Babcock, 
Jan Hintermeister, Bob and Deb Hirt, Heather Hyde, 
Dean Iwata, William Jackson, Michael Karpinko, 
David Kellert, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Richard 
and Rebecca Kirchner, Yukiko Lapin, Pete and Sue 
LaTourrette, Joanne Lazar, Brad and Cathy Loewen, 
Cheryl and Edward Martin, Bruce Mast, Bartshe 

Miller, Charles Moorman, Motorola Solutions Foun-
dation Matching Gift Program, Gary and Elisabeth 
Nielsen, Rand Perez, Timothy Pine, Bob Power and 
Amy Forseth, Carly Power, Fred and Diana Power, 
Michael and Kathleen Power, Ruth Power, Don and 
Cathy Priest, Margot Rawlins, David Regester and 
Mae Agbayani, Sharon Refvem and Hamid Kaheli, 
Gregory Rosales, Marcia Ruotolo, Emily Serkin, 
Wendy Smith, Tate and Curtis Snyder, David Speer 
and Tiffany Choy, Jennifer and John Spotorno, James 
Thomas, Steve and Debbie Thompson, Eunice Tokuda, 
Denise Tom-Sera, Janet Vratny, William and Shirley 
Walker, Dieter and Susan Walz, Joanne Wisnewski, 
Frank Yellin, Jeff and Gena Zolotar

Cheeky Chickadees:
Doug Benedict, Dotty Calabrese and Donna Clarke, 
Doug and Gail Cheeseman, James Cleveland, Matthew 
and Kelly Dodder, Scott Eddowes, John Erb, Michele 
Felt, Tom Grey and Barbara Babcock, Rory Ishida, 
Sandy Johan, Jerry and Mary Kamprath, Vivek and 
Leena Khanzode, Richard Kuehn and Dean Schuler, 
Pete and Sue LaTourrette, Tam Patane, Julie Porter, 
Bob Power and Amy Forseth, Alice Spriggs, Karin 

Strenski, Charles and Jean Thompson, Steve and 
Debbie Thompson, Gordon Tomlinson, David Winn, 
Hans Wynholds
Madelyn Yeo

Cupertino Creek Crusiers:
Mary Amendola, Ruth Anderson, Joyce Bartlett, Timm 
Borden, Gail Bower, Patty Brown, Jeffrey Caldwell, 
Dotty Calabrese and Donna Clarke, Bridget Cash, 
Doug and Gail Cheeseman, Irina Constantin, Corina 
Constantin, Donald and Nanette Corotto, Peter and 
Arline Dehlinger, Donald Deuchar, Daniel and Janet 
Farmer, Rhonda Farrar, Tom Grey and Barbara Bab-
cock, Professor Robert Girard, Lisa Heath, Roland 
Kenner and Patricia Kenny, Lisa Killough, Ralph 
and Joanna Koch, Lina Lee, James and Renee Lewis, 
RPMC Silicon Valley Web Design & Hosting: Mondy 
Lariz, Anita Marlin, Ada Marquez, Joanne and Doug 
McFarlin, Victoria Moore, Anne and Samuel Ng, Enid 
Pearson, David Poeschel, Bruce Preville and Gretchen 
Sand, Emily Renzel, Ralph Riddle, Cynthia Robertson, 
Carol Ross, Elizabeth Rowan-Mitchell, Linda and 
Mike Ruthruff, Dina Saari, Clysta Seney, Barbara 

continued next page
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Shufro, Monica Sylvanus, Patricia Thompson, Ruth 
Troetschler, Karen Wells, Ofer Zajicek

Data-Sets:
Catherine Burns, Kristin Butler, Lea Crisp, Mark 
Delaurentis and Jackie Turner, Vivek and Leena Khan-
zode, Jan Hintermeister, Kelly Kendrick, Michael 
Mammoser, Shannon McMahon, Motorola Solutions 
Foundation Matching Gift Program, Caryl Carr and 
David Presotto, Gail Richardson, Larry Spivak, 

DeDUCKtions:
Mary Ann Allan, Joe Altimus and Molly Molloy, Sarah 
Bates, Leonie Batkin, Cynthia Berg, Cathy Brown, 
Mike Christensen, G. Clyde and Barbara Dodder, 
Matthew and Kelly Dodder, Greg Donaldson, Susan 
Dragich, Maureen and Frank Drobot,  Ed Ehmke 
and Mary Jane Parrine, Erricsson Matching Gift and 
Volunteer Grant Program, Lindy Fung, Eric Good-
ill, Fred Goodill, Susan Dragich, Kurt Guttenberg, 
Hawley, Peterson & Snyder Architects, Aiko and 
Kazuo Hayashi, Denise Healy, Quinie Hui, Michael 
Karpinko, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Mark and Petra 
Kinsman, Caroline Lambert, Merijane Lee, Isabella 
Lewis, Christopher Lin, Phillip Lyman, Hailen Mak, 
Osamu Matsushita, Kay Matthews, Patricia McGann, 
Brooke Miller, Andrew Melnick, Sonny Mencher, 
Leighton Nakata, Merle Nakata, Tito and Kristin Ocon, 
Alfred and Margaret Parra, Brian Rockermann, Margie 
Rubin, Leah Shimabuku, Victoria Shoemaker and 
David Elward, Betty Ann Sills, Sara Timby, Vrishali 
Wagle, Dieter and Susan Walz, John Wertzler and 
Gail Bradley, Andrew West, Shirley Wodtke, John 
and Lysbeth Working

Eagle Eyes:
Sally Cedarblade, Natalee Ernstrom, Kathleen 
Gadway, Owen Leibman, Bob Power Steve and 
Debbie Thompson, Patricia and Melvin Wong, Jeff 
and Gena Zolotar

The Fledglings:
Sarah Beaulieu, Dr. Barbara Bessey, Brian Blaustein, 
Dotty Calabrese and Donna Clarke, Anurag Chaudhry 
and Poonam Chhabra, Doug and Gail Cheeseman, San-
dip Chintawar, Teresa Dao, David Estes, James Estes, 
Tom Estes, Rob Furrow, Bryan and Lynette Gillson, 
Srikant Gokulnatha, Gayatri Gopalan, Thomas Grey 
and Barbara Babcock, Nitin Hande and Sai Ingale, 
Prasad and Deepti Hardas, Donna Hardy, Peter and 
Diane Hart, Cynthia Hayashi, Michael Hollars, Bob 
and Deb HIrt, Jacquelyn Hout, Rebecca and Abby 
Hout, Niki Hsieh, Ganeshkumar Jayaraman, Sonali 
Jeste, Pallavi Joshi, Ajit Khanzode, Vivek and Leena 
Khanzode, Ashok Khosla and Susan Bodenlos, Pete 
and Sue Latourrette, John Muir Laws, , James Lee, 
Lets Go Birding: Lisa Myers, Mary Lorey, Tor Lund, 
Karine Manoukian, Patricia McGann, Dr. Denise 
McNamara, Julio Mulero and Renee Polizotto, Alex 
Nazari, Srinivas Nemani, Melanie and Tom O’Brien, 
Janice Pang, Steve Patt and Debi Jamison, Judy 
Pierson, Bob Power and Amy Forseth, Dilip and 
Anuradha Risbud, Patricia Rouzer, Suzanne Sachs, 
Teresa Serafini, Kenneth Shell, Laura Stefanski, 
Jean-Paul Sursock, Jatin Upadhyay, Sameer Vaidya, 
Luis Villablanca, Bill Walker and Mary Wisnewski, 
Steven Zamek, Burt Zolotar, Gregory Zolotar, Jeff 
and Gena Zolotar

Fly-by-Night Falcons:
Richard Jeffers. Michael and Alma Rogers, 

Geared Grebes:
Rob Furrow, Nateri Madavan, Michael and Alma 
Rogers

Jack Sparrows:
Stephen Barlow, Bass Angler’s Guide The Magazine, 
Kevin Cathey, John Comiskey, Matthew Derstine, 
David Ewing, Dennis Farnden, Mary Foster-Smith, 
Jonathan Hess, Kelly Keenan, Larry and Charlotte 
Langdon, Marilyn Lassagne, Karen Marnach, Roger 
Pease, Mike Swingler, David Yee

Mean Green Birding Machines:
Dotty Calabrese, Thomas Grey, Peter and Diane Hart, 
Jan Hintermeister, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Pete 
and Sue LaTourrette, Motorola Solutions Foundation 
Matching Gift Program, Christopher O’Connell, Steve 
Patt, Bill and Shirley Ann Walker, Ben Wilson, Jeff 
and Gena Zolotar

Oh My Godwits!
Rob Byrne, Karen Dannemiller, Fiona Gleeson, Carol 
Greenstreet, Thomas and Elizabeth Hamel, Marie 
Hamel, Peter Hamel, Steve Hamel, Thomas Hamel. 
Jo Hastings, Sandra Hill, James MacDonald, Lorri 
Paulsen, Deborah Slayton, Walter Soellner, June Swift, 
Sundari Voruganti

Palyformes:
Joe Altimus and Molly Molloy, Cathy Brown, Broward 
Family, Ann Davidson, Ronald and Gay DuVal, Ed 
Ehmke and Mary Jane Parrine, Mary Lorey, Bob 
Power, Marcia Ruotolo, Tate and Curtis Snyder

Persistent Picidaes:
Mary Baker, Roberta Baker, Barbara Boyington, 
Connie Bowencamp, Juliette Bryson, Doug and 
Gail Cheeseman, Michelle Clapham, Louis Cogliani, 
Katelyn Daley, Karen DeMello, Lee Diggins and 
Heather Dustman, Harold Fukuma, Ed Gustafson, 
David and Joan Hadden, Jan Hintermeister, Leena 
and Vivek Khanzode, Lets Go Birding; Lisa Myers, 
Patricia McGann, Caroline Miyagishima, Motorola 
Solutions Foundation Matching Gift Program, Larry 
Spivak, Linda Sullivan, Pat Sweeney, Meghan Swee-
ney, Rory Sweeney, Hanny Waarts, Glenn Wheatland, 
Lily Yoshida

Plover Exposure:
Raju Bhupairaju, Steven Tracey

Rock Wrens:
Dotty Calabrese, Gary Campanella, Margaret Chilton, 
Charles Conradi, Pamela Drew, David and Susan 
Erwin, Fred and Mary Helen Greaves, Thomas Grey 
and Barbara Babcock, Janet Hall, Bob and Deb Hirt, 
Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies Matching 
Gifts Program, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Zayn 
Kassam, Michael and Carolyn Kulakofsky, Pete 
and Sue LaTourrette, Calvin and Lucy Lou, David 
McIntyre and Antoinette Konski, Frank Mongtomery, 
George Peyton, Bob Power and Amy Forseth, Jen-
nifer Rycenga, Martin Sooper, The Clorox Company 
Foundation Employee Giving Campaign, Charles and 
Loretta Van Orden, Peter and Delores White

Rushing Thrushes:
John Bennett, Dr. Barbara Bessey, Ann Davidson, 
Ruthann Dicembrino, Kevin Dixon, Jann Dorothy, 
William Hetrick, Robert and Cheryl Huguenor, 
Karen Judge, Kevin Kooiker, Margaret MacNiven, 
Charlotte Mankin, Daniel McCranie, Steve McHenry 
and Carolyn Straub, William McHenry, Robert and 
Janice McPeek, Sandy Moore, Katy Obringer, Lor-
raine Pedretti, Bob Power and Amy Forseth, Anne 
Prescott, Annemarie Rosengreen, Siobhan Ruck, Glen 
Shaffer, Elizabeth Vincent

Saint Anthony Ranchers:
Ellen Bateman, Patsy and Roger Camp, Rob Furrow, 
Jim and Kathy Johnson, Linda Johnson, Jim and Kathy 
Johnson, John and Yvonne Jue, Melissa and David 
Laurice, Jim and Sue Liskovec, Joan and Gregory 
Loney, Ronald and Barbara McDow, Jennifer Meyer, 
Jim and Donna Meyer, Mary Murphy and George 
Schuttinger, Pamela Price, Kay Schroer, Genny Smith, 
Ulf Stauber, Harold and Karen Svendsen, Tom and 
Linda Vlasic, James and Kristi Wiley

Santa Clara Skimmers:
Rob Furrow, Josiah Clark, Andy Kleinhesselink, Bob 
Power and Amy Forseth

SAVvy Migants:
Bill and Billie Bousman, Howard Higley and Louise 
Katz, Bud and Joanna Koch

Shutterbirds:
Gregory Albin, Ray and Barbara Bronken, Hank 
Christensen, Tom Davis, Leslie Flint, Janice Hap-
pich, Gordy Iwata, Sune Jakobsson, Blanch & Irving 
Laurie Foundation, Brooke Miller, Ruth Patt, Steve 
Patt, and Debi Jamison, Stevens Creek Software 
LLC, Annie Wynn

Sketch-O-Maniacs:
Prasad and Deepti Hardas, Anaya Khanzode, Vivek 
and Leena Khanzode, Ashok Khosla and Susan 
Bodenlos, , Pete and Sue LaTourrette, Serban-Mihai 
and Ioana-Mihaela Popsecu, Richa Pathak, Harjeet 
Randhawa and Neerja Randhawa, Dilip and Anuradha 
Risbud, Janet Vratny, Aarathi Vidyasagar, Ruda 
Vidyasagar, Mary Wisnewski

Snipe Hunters:
Dianne Armer and Carroll Johnson, Sheryl Ahlblad, 
Bonnie Bedford-White, Judy Bingman, Daniel Brady, 
Bill Brill, Rose Brown, Sarah Brown, Kelley Bryant, 
Caryl Carr and David Presotto, Doug and Gail Cheese-
man, Albert Chu, MaryAnn Cook, Jimmie Dawson, 
Mike Destro: Towne Business and Tax Services, Janet 
and David Ehrhardt, Brenda Elwood, Hans and Diane 
Ernst, Cheryl Fippen, Marilyn Gallaway, Richard Gas-
kill MD, Lance Gidel, Emily Girault, George Haller, 
Ursula Haschke, Robert and Gene Hawthorne, Klaus 
Hendig, Marilynn Host, Linda Johnson, George and 
Susan Kay, Ron Kehl, Jonathan and Joella Kermit, 
Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Ilisa Kim, Jan and Donald 
Krejci, JoAnn Lathrop, Deborah Lee, Jane Manning, 
Christina Lopez Morgan, Jane Manning, Chris Mor-
gan, John and Frances Morse, Ted and Carole Nast, 
Carol North, Ann and Sam Orr, Bob Power and Amy 
Forseth, Anne Prescott, Steve Rehder, Anna Richert, 
Teresa Scagliotti, Linda Schiefelkein, Grace Schwartz, 

Birdathon Thanks (cont’d)

continued on page 10
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Fred Setterberg, Merie Stineman, Brian and JoAnne 
Swing, Jim Tomich, Les Trejo, Catherine Trejo and 
Marti Wright, Dorothea Vakis, J.G. and Suzanne Van 
Stee, Charles and Camille Wade, Leonie Walker, 
Alice Waterman, Ann Weismann, Carleen West, Alan 
Woertink, George Wortiska, Virginia Wright, Rachel 
Young, Connie and Stephen Zilles

Surf Scoters:
Joe Altimus and Molly Molloy, Sandra Ballestrasse, 
Renate Birwe, Jennifer Braun, Vincent and Muriel 
Brennan, Dotty Calabrese, Jeffrey Camiel, Doug and 
Gail Cheeseman, Bonnie Chick, Jack and Jeannie 
Cole, A. J. and L. M. Cortopassi, Edward Deenihan, 
Joseph Evans and Kim Aldrich, Joan and Allan Fisch, 
Marilynn Gallaway, Shaun Gordon, Tom Grey and 
Barbara Babcock, Brian and Syd Hackworth, Azza 
Hararah, Jane Ingalls, Trisha Inguagiato, Sandy Johan, 
Mark Joing, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Brenda 
Kauf, Marie Kieraldo, Debbie Kieva, Madelaine 
and Matthew Kolda, John Kovach, Craig and Kathy 
Kuziel, Peter and Sue LaTourrette, Ronald LeCount, 
Phil and Joan Leighton, John and Clysta McLemore, 
Deana Mikami, Stacey Morgan, Dr. Julio D. Mulero 
and Luz M. Molina De Mulero, Julio Mulero and 
Renee Polizotto, Julian Osinski, Suresh Padmanabhan, 
Illona Polizotto, Bob Power and Amy Forseth, Don 
and Dee Price, Mary-Lyle Rempel, Michael and Amy 
Sanchez, Ralph and Julie Schardt, Gary Silvanic, 
Shelley Smith, Charlene Staricco, James Takasugi, 
Catherine Trejo and Marti Wright, Richard Turney, 
William Vermeere and Diana Koin, Kim Williams, 
Rosanne Wirth

Varied Twitchers:
Richard Jeffers, Nateri Madavan, Mike and Alma 
Rogers, Brent Thordarson, Ann Verdi

Wild Women Birders
Jennifer Allen, Anthony and Frances Angeles, Carol 
Archuleta, Mary Artibee and Milt Mallory, Heather 
Avery, Carl Baeuerlen, Winston and Nelda Bell, James 
and Janice Berube, Elaine Blake and Heidi Hydusik, 
Jan and Owl Blossom, Mary Beth Boyle, Martha 
Breed, Charlotte Briber, Julia Brown, Linda Brown-
rigg, Gail and Robert Buschini, Ronald Calabrese and 
Christine Cozzens, Kathi Carlson, Stephen Carney, 
Marcia Church, Bridget Clinton, Jim and Alice Co-
chran, Carol Cook and Susan Grieger, Heather Cowper, 
James Cranney, Constance Crawford, Barbara Cuesta, 
Richard and Linda Cuesta, Lori Cuesta, Michael 
DeCristoforo, Mary Demasters and Bruce Heflinger, 
Sara Dobbertin, Jill Dodsworth, Paul Doherty and 
Ellen Henson, Jann Dorothy, Apostolos Doxiadis, 
Anne and Gordon Dunham, Eileen Dunn, Fernando 
Duran, Robin Fidler, Roberta Fischer, Shoshannah 
Flach, Donald Flach, Frank Ford and Joy Imai, 
Anna Franklin, Janise Fuess. Marilyn Gildea, James 
Goodrum, Arthur and Karen Gray, Sarah Greenleaf, 
Thomas Grey and Barbara Babcock, Judy and Jack 
Griffin, Herbert Gross, Silke Gurlich, Howard Guss, 
Eileen Hamper, David Hatt, Vivian Hatt, Bruce He-
flinger, Liz and Juan Hernandez, Bob and Deb Hirt, 
Shane Huff, James Hulseman, Independence Auto 
Body, Linda Isaac, Margery Kanemoto, Aimee Karol, 
Maria Karpinski, Helen Katsufrakis, Janet Kenney, 
Danny Kerfield, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Edward 
Kinney, Karen Knudsten, Kim and Marten Korringa, 
Marilyn Kupcho, Joan Lane, Peter and Sue LaTour-
rette, Anita Lee, Phil Lee, Judith Leonard, Vince 
Leone and Eileen Denue, Sharon Locke, Ken Loomis, 
Chris Lunt, Frank Lynch, Wally and Joan MacDonald, 
Alexis Magine, Arthur Mahoney, Laura and George 
Manthey, Tony Mauro, Kristen McCowan, Bob and 
Joan McCowan, Patricia McGann, Ed and Betsy 
McGuigan, Viole McMahon and Sue Bishop, Jerri-
Ann Meyer, Susan Mickel, James and Linda Miller, 
Wendy Mines, Linda Mixon, Lydia Morales, Patrick 

Moran, Bonnie Morgan, Paul Morrell, Sheri Morri-
son, Sheri Morrison, Sin Wa Mow, Maureen Muckle, 
Julio Mulero and Renee Polizotto, Joe Murphy and 
Joan Miller, Bob and Marilyn Muto, Richard Muto 
and David Lima, Barbara Noparstak and Duane Bay, 
Melanie and Tom O’Brien, Renee Ramsey, Jeannette 
Rehbein, Jo-Ann Reker, Helen and Richard Rice, 
Cathy Roberts, Joy Robinson, Dan Robinson, Don 
Ross, Ed Rousar, Arlene Rusche and Clara Brock, San 
Francisco Women’s Center, John and Wendy Scarang-
ello, Peter Seubert, Special Handling Pottery, Susan 
Stahlberg, Gisella Steck, Nancy Steege and Laura 
Manthey, Leslie Stepanek, James and Shirley Stevens, 
Judy Stone, Karen Stotelmyer, Howard Swann and 
Anita Dyer, Linda and Randall Swanson, Georgette 
and Alan Tanenbaum, Frank and Carol Tao, Nancy 
Teater, Jayne Thomas, Charles and Jean Thompson, 
Jennifer Thompson, Jim Tidwell, Thomas Tidwell, 
David Tull, Karen Vasper, Helene Vervoort, Michael 
and Johanna Wald, Don Weden, Richard Wolff, Lily 
Wong, Patricia Young, Steven Young
 
Wrong Terns:
Elizabeth Bennet, Elizabeth Brimhall, Dotty Calabrese 
and Donna Clarke, Gary Dillon, Daniel and Carolyn 
Flanagan, Tom Grey and Barbara Babcock, Michael 
and Jocelyn Goldberg, Stanley and Elaine Gould, 
Jennifer Hanson, Jerry and Ginny Kaminski, Vivek 
and Leena Khanzode, Barry and Ginger Langdon-
Lassagne, Peter and Sue LaTourrette, Nancy and Joe 
Lazarra, Los Gatos Bird Watcher: John and Freddy 
Howell, Sharon Mathog, Katherine Taylor

Yellow-rumped Squatters:
Juliette Bryson, Lori Cuesta, Harold Fukuma, Kay 
Matthews, Brooke Miller, Shirley Wodtke

Birdathon Thanks (cont’d)

continued next page

 Space is limited, so don’t forget to sign up early! 

Priority for bird banding will be given to groups with Children. 

To register or to apply for a scholarship, call (408) 252-3740

A limited number of family scholarships are available!

Bird Banding 
with the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory

“Conservation in Action!” 
Join us for a special opportunity to witness live bird banding demonstrations 

by experts from the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory (SFBBO). 

An invaluable tool for conservation, restoration and mitigation research, this activity will allow participants to view a 
wild bird up close (maybe even hear the heartbeat!), and tour an important area of active habitat restoration.

Date: Saturday, August 17th; 8-10AM
Location: Coyote Creek Field Station (near McCarthy Ranch), Milpitas

Cost: $25/family (or $8/child and $10/adult)

** Children MUST be accompanied by a parent or guardian

For all ages

 7** and up!
Registration 

Deadline: 8/12
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2013 Friends of SCVAS
Gifts received between April 1st, 2013 and May 31st, 2013

$1,000-$5,000
David McIntyre and Antoinette 
Konski
Nancy Teater

$500-$999
Virginia Hammerness
Ashok Khosla and Susan Bodenlos
Pete and Sue LaTourrette
Mary Lorey

$250-$499
Constance Crawford
John and Georgiana Flaherty
Brian and Syd Hackworth
David and Joan Hadden
Ethel Meece
Virginia Rhodas
Ruth Troetschler

$100-$249
Ed Aiken
Laurie Bechtler
Morse and Ann Cavender
Robert Chan
Dr. Gilbert Chu
David Cook and Barbara Hutchings
Cecilia Craig
Monica Donovan and James Kern
Michael and Catharine Dowgert
Barbara Francis
David and Ellen Fraser
Mira Geffner
Eric Goodill
Peter and Diane Hart
Richard and Diane Horn
Barbara Leighton
Francis and Jeanne Lewis
Marshall Marlowe
Mary Louise Moses
Richard Page
Brad Piontkowski
Illona Polizotto
Pamela Price
Don and Cathy Priest
Richard Rairden
Rick and Laurie West Roberts
Christine and James Russell
Michael and Leslie Schroeder
Melanie Sloane
Kendric and Marion Smith
David Speer and Tiffany Choy
Catherine Trejo and Marti Wright
Ann Verdi
Marilyn Wendler
Riley and Virginia Willcox
William and Linda Wilson
Mount Madonna School 

$60-$99
Margaret Anderson
Helen Armer
Donna Austin
Dorsey and Katherine Bass
Bonnie Bedford-White
Patricia Boyle
Lisa Buckley
Norma Burchard

Ellyn Bush
Robert and Susan Christiansen
Mike Danzenbaker and Lee Hung
William and Diane Finke
Mary Fullerton
Michelle Geyer
Len and Terri Goldberg
Michael and Kathleen Haley
Philip and Susan Hammer
Walter and Pat Hartinger
Beverly Hesse
Richard Jeffers
Mary Jourdan
Jerry and Ginny Kaminski
Peter Knoot
Bud and Joanna Koch
Joann Milburn
Jerry and Katie Mugnolo
John and Margaret Poole
Sashi Ramani
Harjeet Randhawa
Robert Raymakers
Richard and Roberta Rhudy
Laurose Richter
David Sacarelos
Stanley Schneider
Eugene and Nancy Sharp
Ken Smith
Suzanne Swackhamer
Aarathi Vidyasagar
Steve Wright
Jeff and Gena Zolotar

Up to $59
Barbara Allen
Nancy Arbuckle
Jane Ardley
Donald and Jean Arndt
Donna Aronson
Brenda Baker
Roberta Baker and Katelyn Daley
Judith Bares
Roy and Josephine Beck
Bonnie Bedford-White
Douglas Bell and Jaqueline Bogard
Anna Berman
Roger and Millicent Bishop
Lorrie Blythe
Winslow Briggs
Cathy Brown
Juliette Bryson
Kristi Bullock
Norma Burchard
Karen Burnson
Laura Card
Robin Carle
Cindy Chu
Donald and Carolyn Clendenning
Joanna Cohen
Susan Cohen
Ann Coombs
Anne Creevy
Maryann Danielson
Ann Davidson
Eugene Davis
Jan Deckman
Gerald DeGirolamo
Doris Deising

Hilde DeMarco
Karen DeMello
Dinesh and Joy Desai
Kathleen Dunlap
Frederic Duperrault
Kathy Elkins
Judy Enos
Natalee Ernstrom
Ben Farnum and Elizabeth Wolfe
Patricia Fausett
Michael and Lynne Fitzjarrell
Jim Foran
John Fowler
Linda Gagliani
Bence Gerber
Cynthia Giles
Peggy Gin
Morey Goldstein
Thomas Goodier
Ingrid Graeve
Rose Green
Ardeth Greenquist
Waldo Griffin
Richard Grindeland
John Gurley
Nancy Hall
Janet Hanson
Leonard Hantz
Donald Harbaugh
Joann Harrington
Bill Harvey
Garth Harwood
Walter and Kay Hays
Gary Henry
Howard Higley
James and Margaret Hohenshelt
Caroline Houston
Penny Howell
Sue Hunt
Constance Hunter
June Hymas
Denise Lee Janjigian
Mallorie Jeong
Eric Johnson
Linda Johnson
Evelyn Johnston
Michael Johnston
Elizabeth Jones
Kristine Karnos
Susan Keating
Lewis Kilcrease
Ron Kilgren
Marlene Kirkham
Yoriko Kishimoto
Maryann Kobold
Karen Korelitz
Marion Krause
Lisa Krieger
Sally Kulakow
Craig and Kathy Kuziel
Joanne Lazar
Rosalie Lefkowitz
Morton Levine
Robert and Hanno Lewis
Betty MacDonald
May Manabe
Kay Matthews
Karen McCreddin

W.G. McElhinney
Leonard and Susan Migliore
Elaine Milar
Theodore and Janice Mill
Alan Miller
Lisa Myers
Ann Myers
Caroline Nabeta
Jack Nadeau
Mich Ninokata
Melanie and Tom O’Brien
Martha O’Neal
Katy Obringer
Christopher O’Connell
Margaret Parkes
Teresa Perasso
Isabel Peterson
Ken Phenicie Jr.
Pamela Price
Ted Raczek
Robert Reiling
Ernest Renzel III
Laurel Rezeau
Gail Richardson
Annemarie Rosengreen
Marlene Ross
Michael Ryssemus
Dorothy Sager
Grace Sain
Serena Salomon
Michael and Leslie Schroeder
Paul Seaver
Laverne Shaffer
Gertrude Shearer
Norva Shick
Leah Shimabuku
Mary Smith
Marjorie Smith
Jerry Smith
Anna Stout
Linda Sullivan
Shivaprasath Sundarrajan
Stephen Tam
Ted Tawshunsky
Laura Thompson
Samson Tu
Kathleen Turner
Jennifer Umstattd
Kole Upton Sr
Janet Vassar
Beverly Wallace
Thomas Wallters
Alan and Sandra Walther
Marilyn Waterman
Margo Watson
Deborah and Forest Weld
Connie West
Shelly Westall
Vicki Wilhite
Richard Williams
Mercedes Williams
Richard Williams
William and Linda Wilson
Curt Wohlgemuth and Cindy Lee
Bernard and Nancy Wood
Rose Mary Wright
Joan Young
Douglas Zody
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
San Jose, CA
Permit No. 5869

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society
22221 McClellan Road
Cupertino, CA 95014

Phone: 408-252-3747
Fax: 408-252-2850
E-mail: scvas@scvas.org
www.scvas.org

Send this information, and make all checks payable, to: SCVAS, 22221 McClellan Rd, Cupertino, CA 95014
Please note: As an organizational policy, SCVAS does not share member information with other organizations. 

Chapter Members in the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) receive the SCVAS newsletter, The Avocet.

 $25 Song Sparrow (Student)  $35 American Avocet (Individual)  $60 California Quail (Family)   $100 Burrowing Owl

 $250 White-tailed Kite    $500 Peregrine Falcon  	  $1000 Golden Eagle 	Other_________
Membership $  _______________   +  Donation $   _______________   =  Total Enclosed $  ________________

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________

City State & Zip_______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________Email____________________________________           C1ZC140Z
Come by the office to pick up your free copy of Birding at the Bottom of the Bay, and our Breeding Bird Atlas (if joining at the Burrowing Owl level or above).

2013 Volume 60, Number 4

Avocet Editor:  Toby Goldberg
Avocet Line Drawings: Bonnie Bedford-

White

GENERAL MEETINGS are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month except July, August 
and December and are open to the public.

RARE BIRD ALERT:  (415) 681-7422

SCVAS ia a private, non-profit corporation 
affiliated with the National Audubon Society

OFFICERS
President 
  Ashok Khosla
Vice President
  Bob Hirt 

Treasurer  
  Peter LaTourrette
Secretary 
  Joan Leighton 

STAFF
Executive Director 408/252-3748
   Bob Power          bob@scvas.org
Office Manager 408/252-3747
  Susan Bell scvas@scvas.org                
Programs Coordinator 408/252-3740
  Toby Goldberg programs@scvas.org                
Environmental Advocate 650/868-2114
  Shani Kleinhaus shani@scvas.org                

Office Fax 408/252-2850
Office E-mail scvas@scvas.org
Website www.scvas.org

DIRECTORS
Debbie Thompson ‘11-‘14
Diane Hart  ‘11-’14
Dotty Calabrese  ‘11-‘14
Julio Mulero  ‘11-‘14
Melanie O’Brien ‘13-’16
Peter Hart  ‘11-’14
Tom Grey  ‘12-‘15
Vivek Khanzode ‘11-’14

BOARD OF DIRECTORS meetings are open 
to all members.  Call the office at (408) 252-
3747 for times and directions.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 10 AM - 5 PM
Saturday 10 AM - 2 PM

Go Paperless!
Sign up to receive your newsletter via email and enjoy these benefits:
• Save resources - eNewsletters save trees, postage, fuel (and more)!

• View the photographs in all their colorful glory!
• No waiting for the mail - get your newsletter up to 2 weeks sooner!

Contact the SCVAS office at scvas@scvas.org to start your paper-free membership today!


