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A Creek Runs Through It 
By Bill Bousman 

(Editor's Note: This is the 2nd of a multi-part series high
lighting the connection benveen stream restoration and the 
restoration of bird populations. This is part of a collaborative 
effort by SCVAS, the Creeks Coalition, and other interested 
parties.) 

In hi short tory "A River Runs Through It ," Norman 
Maclean recount a tale of hi youth, filtered through his life
time. It is a story that end in tragedy, and hi family' loss is 
omehow inextricably intertwined with the great trout stream 

of western Montana. Maclean evoke an era on the Montana 
frontier that i long past and in his writing we obtain both a 
sense of that beautiful country and the wildness that bas been 
dimini hed. Wallace Stegner in hi es ay on Maclean's story, 
conclude "Fisherman or not , who is not haunted by water ?" 
And that is where we are left, with water at the center, a it 
always has been in our dry country . 

The creeks that run through the Santa Clara Valley are 
nothfr1g- Like.._the_.iconic · ackfoot River of Montana. 
Mo t of our tream are small ones at~d up in the 
summer and only howed their power in winter floods. 'There 
are fish that have learned to survive in this water feast or fam
ine in our Mediterranean climate, and teelhead till swim 
up tream on Coyote Creek and the Guadalupe River each 
year . Intertwined in our hi tory, we have used our creek 
for water and we have used them as trash heaps. We have 

dammed them, degraded them, 
and now, having een what we 
have done, we are beginning 
to understand what our abuse 
of these marvelous creeks 
and tream that pass through 
our heartland and our history 
means. 

Neither the fish, nor the 
dry periods dominate our histo
ry. It i the flood that are remem-
bered. The Spanish settled near the Guadalupe River, since 
it was one of our few local creeks that had water through the 
summer dry period. Initially, the Santa Clara Mission was 
placed too close to the Guadalupe River at Santa Clara and 
in a wet winter it was flooded. The mission wa moved to 
higher ground and later the Pueblo of San Jose, which had 
al o been located too clo e to the river, was shifted a well. 

In heavy rains in March 1861, Alfred Doten wrote in his 
diary that Coyote Creek, "very fast and furious, " bad over
flowed it bank . He rode out to see the ight along with 
dozens of other , "me n, women & children." The creek wa 
full of timber, fencing, and dead animal . All the adjacent 
fields and farms were flooded or urrounded by water . The 
stage roads that crossed the creek at fords were closed and 
commerce was stopped for weeks. In the floods that came in 
the next winter, 1861-62 Coyote Creek and the Guadalupe 
River again overflowed their bank couring the foundations 
of the few bridge present at that time in the City of San Jo e. 

Doten de cribes how heavy rope were tied 
r 
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~ to these bridges to keep them from washing 
away in the floods. 

continued 011 page 9 

♦Mojave, Death Valley & Kern River 
Preserve Weekend Field Trip with Robin Grossinger 

Palo Alto Arts Center, 
Newell & Embarcadero Rds 

Wednesday, May 21 
Doors open 7:30; program 8:00 

Robin Gros inger is a cientist at the San Francisco Estuary Institute. 
where he directs the Historical Ecology Program. For the past 15 year , 
he has studied how land capes of the Bay area and California coast have 
changed ince European contact. Most recently he ha contributed to a 

'- continued on page 5 ~ 

- Page 2 

♦ Annual Potluck Dinner at McClellan 
Ranch 

- Page6 

♦ A Crested Caracara is a rare treat! 
- Field Notes, Page 7 

♦Summer Young Audubon Adventures -
start planning now! 

-Page JO 
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May to .Tune '08 Field !rips_ 
( Full details for all of our jieldtrips also available onlme at www.scvas.org) 

Please carpool if possible; bring binocular s, fie/d guides, layered clothing 
LO = Lunch optional 
RC= Heavy rain cancels 
NF= No facilities available 

Saturday May 3, 8:30 AM 
Mines Rd., Del Puerto Canyon & 
vicinity 
Full day. Leader: Bob Reiling (408) 
253-7527. We'll start this trip in Del 
Puerto Canyon , working our way west 
to San Antonjo Valley. From 1-580 go 
east over Altamont Pass, to I-5, south on 
1-5 we t at the Patterson exit (Diablo 
Grande Pkwy) and then right on Del 
Puerto Canyon Rd. Meet at the first 
pullout. Highlights include possible 
Co ta ' Hummingbird, Phainopepla , 
Lewi ' Woodpecker and Lawrence's 
Goldfinch. Bring a full tank of gas , 
lunch and liquids. 

Sunday May 4, 8:30 AM 
Stevens Creek County Park 
Half day. Leader: Allen Royer ( 408) 
288-7768. From I-280 in Cupertino take 
Foothill Expwy exit outh 2.1 miles (it 
becomes Steven s Canyon Rd.) turn left 
into fir t park entrance and meet in first, 
Che tnut Picnic Area, parking lot. A top 
riparian birdmg spot in the South Bay 
for migrants and local breeding birds. 
Entrance fee required. LO. 

Wednesday May 7, 12:00 PM 
City of Sunnyvale Landfill 
One hour. Leaders: Freddy Howell 
and Elaine Gould or Bobbie Handen. 
Contact organizer Silviana Ruiz (408) 
730-7545 to attend. Donald M . Somer 
Water Pollution Control Plant , junction 
of Borrega and Caribbean . Meet at 
trailbead at north end. Birding geared 
toward beginner . Bring binocular s; 
loaner al o available. RC. 

Saturday May 10, 8:30 AM 
Charleston Slough 
Half day. Leader : Roxie Handler (408) 
730-1745 . Meet at Terminal Way at 
the end of San Antonio Rd. north off 
Hwy 101 in Mountain View. A trip 
designed for beginning ·birder but all 
are encouraged to attend. A good trip to 
checkout your spotting scope. 
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Sunday May 11, 8:00 AM 
South-coastal San Mateo County 
(Gazos Creek and Pescadero Marsh) 
Half day plus. Leader: Al Eisner (650) 
926-2018day and voicemail ,( 650)364-
3686 evening . Gazo Creek u ually has 
a good variety of breeding (and inging ) 
songbirds (possible MacGillivray 's 
Warbler), while Pescadero Marsh and 
vicinity hould add ome migrant 
shorebird and re ident marsh birds. 
Meet at the Gazo s Creek Coa tal Acee 
parking Jot, on the west side of Highway 
I midway between Half Moon Bay and 
Santa Cruz (about 25 miles from each) . 
LO. 

Wednesday May 14, 8:00 AM 
Anderson Reservoir/Upper Coyote 
Creek 
Half day. Leader : Jean Myers , (408) 
846-4655. Exit Hwy 101 south at 
Cochrane Rd. in Morgan Hill. Head east 
on Cochrane Rd. Cochrane Rd . veers 
right at Co¥()te.Creek: Follow road past 
picnic area on the left. Continue under 
oak trees . When Cochrane Rd. takes a 
harp right , tum left into Anderson Lake 

County Park and left again into parking 
lot. Park near end of parking lot. Meet 
at ba e of reservoir . Bring water and 
wear good hiking shoes. Po sible entry 
fee. Group may vi it Anderson Dam 
area as well as lower areas of Coyote 
Creek. Up to 4 miles on flat or downhill 
terrain. LO. 

Wednesday thru Sunday May 14-
May 18 
Mojave, Death Valley & Kern River 
Preserve 
Leader: Rick Fournier (83 1) 632-2473 , 
E-mail Rimbirding @aol.com . Thi four 
night. five day trip will begin in Mojave 
De ert and fini hing up at the Kern River 
Pre erve. Day one we'll drive to Mojave 
birding local hot spot . Day two we 
will bead to Butterbret Springs Wildlife 
Sanctuary , California City, and Silver 
Spring Resort before we overnight at 
Furnace Creek/Death Valley. Day three 
depart Furnace Creek , birding Mesquite 
Spring , Scotty 's Castle pending the 
night camping at Oa is Campground, 

Day four will find us birding Deep 
Spring , Westgard Pass , Kem River 
Pre erve and overnighting at Lake 
Isabella. The following morning we 
will bird Chimney Peak before heading 
home. Expect a variety of breeding 
birds and hopefully , ome exciting 
vagrant , bird diver ity and habitat 
will be memorable. Thi s is a joint trip 
with Monterey Audubon Society and 
will require a minimum of five and a 
maximum of ten participant s. Contact 
Rick a soon a poss ible to secure your 
participation. 

Saturday May 24, 8:00 AM 
Monte Bello Open Space Preserve 
Half day. Leader: Kirsten Holmquist 
(408) 747-0988. From 1-280 in Palo 
Alto take Page Mill Rd. we t, toward 
Skyline Blvd. (Hwy. 35), for approx. 7 
miles and meet at the Monte Bello OSP 
parking area on the left. Possible Lazuli 
Bunting , Black-throated Gray Warbler, 
Chipping and Grasshopper Sparrows. 
Be prepared , it can be cold, wet and 
foggy. LO. 

Sunday May 25, 8:00 AM 
Skyline Ridge Open Space Preserve 
Half day. Leader: Bob Reiling (408) 
253-7527 . Meet at the northeast corner 
of Skyline Blvd. (Hwy. 35) and Page Mill 
Rd. (the corner neare t San Franci co 
and the bay) . (Note: Do not park in the 
Russian Ridge Parking Lot!) Thi i a 
moderately strenuo us walk with some 
elevation change. Highlight : pos ible 
Black-throated Gray Warbler, Western 
Tanager. Bring extra layers of clothing 
as temperatures can vary wildly even at 
thi time of year. LO. 

-----

Saturday May 31, 8:00 AM 
Stevens Creek County Park 
Half day. Leader : Pat Kenny (408) 725-
0468 . From 1-280 in Cupertino take 
Foothill Expwy exit outh 2.1 mile (it 
becomes Stevens Canyon Rd.) turn left 
into first park entrance and meet in first, 



Field Trips continued 

Chestnut Picnic Area parking lot. A top 
riparian birdi_ng spot i_n the South Bay 
for migrants and local breeding bird . 
$4.00 entrance fee. LO. 

Sunday June 1, 7:30 AM 
Smith Creek/1\vin Gates 
Birding by ear 
Half day. Leader: TBD (Que tion , call 
Bob Reiling (408) 253-7527). From 
I-680 take Alum Rock Ave. northe ast, 
turn right on Mt Hamilton Rd. go past 
main entrance to Grant Ranch County 
Park (approx . 9 miles) . Continue uphjJl 
another two rrules to Twin Gates parking 
lot on the left. Probable birds include 
Horned Lark , Grasshopper Sparrow , 
woodland and riparian breeding bird . 
This is a moderately trenuou hike over 
rolling hills . 

Wednesday June 4, 12:00 PM 
City of Sunnyvale Landfill 
One hour. Leader s: Freddy Howell 
and Elaine Gould or Bobbie Handen. 
Contact organizer Silviana Ruiz (408) 
730-7545 to attend. Donald M. Somer 
Water Pollution Control Plant, junction 
of Borregas and Caribbean . Meet at 
tra ilhead at north end. Birding geared 
toward beginners. Bring binoculars ; 
loaner al o available. RC. 

Saturday June 7, No trip - Palo Alto 
Summer Bird Count 
See Volunteer Ventures (page 4) for 
more details. 

Sunday June 8, 8:30 AM 
Charleston Slough 
Half day. Leader: Ann Verdi (408) 266-
5 I 08 . For directions see write-up for 
May 10th. 

Wednesday June 11, 8:30 AM 
Stevens Creek County Park, 
Cupertino. 
Half day. Leader : Pat Brennan, (408) 
266-7572. From Hwy 280 take Foothill 
Blvd. south about 2 miles. Turn left into 
park and left again into the Chestnut 
parking area. Po sible entry fee. 
Riparian habitat ; breeding bird . LO, 
RC. 

Saturday June 14, 8:00 AM 
Russian Ridge Open Space Preserve 
Half day. Leader: Frank Van lager 
(650) 961-1505. Meet at the Vista 
Point Pullout located a little over a rrule 
northwest of Page Mill Rd. on the Bay 
side of Skyline Blvd. (Hwy. 35). Bring 
extra layers of clothing in ca e it's foggy 
and cold. Po ible Gras shopper Sparrow 
and Lazuli Bunting . NF. 

Sunday June 15, 8:00 AM 
Alum Rock Park 
Half day. Leader: Jim John on (408) 
996-3506. From Hwy 101 or I-680 
take McKee Rd. northea t toward the 
hill then left on Toyon Ave. right on 
Penitencia Creek Rd . and continue on 
into the park. Pass under the bridge and 
meet at the far end of the upper parking 
lot. Thjs i a moderately trenuou 3-4 
mile walk. LO. 

Saturday June 21, 8:30 AM 
Mt Madonna County Park 
Half day. Leader : Bob Reiling (408) 
253-7527) . From Hwy 101 i11 Gilroy 
take Hwy 152 We t (Hecker Pass Hwy) . 
After approximately 6.4 rrules turn right 
i_nto the Sprig Lake parking lot. Thi 
half-day birding walk , cljmbi_ng on the 
way out and descending on the return 
trip, begin s in mixed oak woodlands but 
in short order pas es through grasslands, 
chaparral and finally, coa tal forest 
where Redwood and Douglas Fir 
dominate the land cape. Birding i a 
varied as the terrrun, and offer insights 
into how habitat shapes bird populations. 
LO (be sure to bring liquids!). 

Sunday June 22, 8:00 AM 
Rancho del Oso (coastal Big Basin 
State Park) 
Half day plus . Leader: Rjch Page (408) 
377-1092. Take Highway 17 to Santa 
Cruz, and then go north on Highway 1. 
Meet at the beach parking area alongside 
Highway 1 just north of the Waddell 
Creek Brid ge (at MP 36.30; which i 2 
rrules south of Ano Nuevo State Reserve 
and seven mjle north of Davenport ). 
Thi i a long but fairly level hike (app. 
5 rrule ) along the Skyline-to-the-Sea 
Trrul looking for Swainson s Thrush , 
Winter Wren , Wil on s Warbler , and 
woodpecker . Be prepared to carry lunch 
and liquid (in a backpack if possible) 
and dress in layers. 

Events 
Calendar: 
Thurs. 5/1 & 5/8; 7-9PM 
Beginning Birding by Ear with Ron 
Arps 
Adult Education Clas es at McClellan 
Ranch 
(seepage 5 fo r details) 

Wed. 5/7; 7:30-9PM 
Bay Area Bird Photographers 
presents "US Travels and Great 
Birds ,, with Yamil Saenz 
Interpretive Center, E. Embarcadero 
Rd ., Palo Alto. 
( see www.scvas .org for more detals) 

Tue. 5/13; 9:30AM 
Eve Case Bird Discussion Group 
- meet at the home of Pat and Jean 
Dubois , 17150 Buena Vista Ave., Los 
Gatos (408) 395-4264. 
Topic: Black-headed Grosbeak 

Wed. 6/4; 7:30-9PM 
Bay Area Bird Photographers. 
Topic TBA. 
( see www.scvas.org for details) 

Tue. 6/10; 9:30AM 
Eve Case Bird Discussion Group 
- meets at the home of Pat and Jean 
Dubois , 17150 Buena Vista Ave., Lo 
Gatos (408) 395-4264. 
Picnic Lunch - bring a sandwich! On 
the agenda - planning the discussion 
agenda for 2008-2009 (10-JJAM), 
follow ed by Lunch at 11 AM. 

Thurs. 6/5, 6/12 & 6/19; 7:30-9PM 
Beginning Birding with Lisa Myers 
Adult Education Cla ses at McClellan 
Ranch 
(see pag e 5 for details) 

Tue. 6/10; 6PM 
Birdathon Awards Dinner 
McClellan Ranch Park 

Wed. 6/18; 6 PM 
Annual Potluck Dinner 
McClellan Ranch Park 
(seepage 6 for details) 
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Volunteer Ventures 
Educational and Outreach Programs Take om 
By Toby Goldberg 
SCVAS Programs Coordinator 

Spring is always a busy time - the 
earth is waking up from its winter 
slumbers, flowers are blooming, birds 
are busy raising their young, and 
everything feels energized, exciting and 
alive! As the seasons turned once more 
to the warmth of spring, SCVAS found 
it elf an increasingly popular participant 
in Community events, uch a Earth 
Day fe tival , and chool programs, 
and reque t for our educational 
presentations quadrupled! It has been 
extremely gratifying for me to realize 
what a strong reputation SCVAS has 
in the community as a whole, and with 
local school group in particular. 

For those intere ted in such thing , 
here are ome Spring number : Wetlands 
Discovery Program participants - 8 
chools, 24 cla srooms, 800 tudents; 

Bird/Nature Walk - 8 field trip (and 
counting!), 300 participant ; Cla room 
and other Community presentations -
13 presentation , 200-400 participants; 
Festivals, Fair , and other Outreach 
Events-13 events ( o far- more to come, 
I'm sure) for thou and of contacts with 
Santa Clara County member ! All of 
this repre ents more than 250 volunteer 
hours, donated by more than two dozen 
volunteer (and that's just a con ervative 
e timate )! Not to mention the many field 
trip offering , Adult Education Classes, 
Conservation Program and so much 
more that bring SCVAS into local 
communitie and helps u to hare our 
me age. 

Of course, all of these programs , 
pre entation , event , and activitie are 
only po ible with the help of dynamic 
and dedicated volunteers, and the upport 
of our many SCVAS members. Thank 
you for helping to make this Spring such 
a bu y and succes ful eason for all of 
our many programs! 

For those intere ted in more (or new) 
ways to help out , check out the following 
opportunities: 

Summer Bird Count: Palo Alto Bird 
Counts Coordinators - The Palo Alto 
Breeding Bird Count in June and the 
Christmas Bird Count in December 
are in need of two people to a sist 
with the logi tic of the counts. The 
position description would be Region 
Coordinator, and it is intended to be an 
ongoing responsibility. NO BIRDING 
EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED. The task 
involves the distribution, collection and 
verification of completenes of variou 
form . Some familiarity of the region 
involved is nece sary but i easy to 
acquire. RECRUITING OF COUNTERS 
IS NOT REQUIRED (although it is not 
di couraged), but a igning participant 
to area within the region would be 
necessary. The areas wou Id be the same 
for both count . The continued ucce 
of the Palo Alto Bird Count depends 
on filling these po itions. For additional 
information, contact Jack Cole at 408-
996-0434 or noyowl@yahoo.com. 

Educational Presenters -As the number 
given above reflect, we are pretty much 
in constant demand throughout the 
chool year! We need more volunteer 

ready to fill requests for educational 
presentations in classroom K-12 
throughout Santa Clara County during 
the months of May anct,,June, as well a 
for the following school year. You can 
use slideshows, stuffed bird , and real 
ne t to teach youth about local birds 
and their habitat. The e pre entation 
are engaging and come fully scripted. 
No experience is necessary , though 
teaching and birding experience are 
helpful. Time commitment is flexible, 
and scheduling i based on cla sroom 
and volunteer availability. 

Audubon at Home: 
SCVAS' Bird 
Sanctuary Program 
Late Spring Updates 
By Toby Goldberg (with help) 
SCVAS Programs Coordinator 

This is a great time of year to 
work in your garden , dive into those 
landscaping projects that have been 
looming, and make your backyard and 
open paces a beautiful place to be! But, 
as you look at things from an aesthetic 
perspective and think about what to 
prune, what to plant, and what to leave 
alone, we just want to remind you that 
May and June are still an active part of 
the breeding season! 

This means that there may till 
be active nest in your hedges, tree , 
bu hes, and bru hpiles; and where 
there are active nest , there will soon 
be fledgling ! So, here' ju t a little 
reminder to avoid trimming those tree 
branches until the breeding season is 
well and truly finished (and did you know 
that ome bird start building ne t a 
early a January?). Ne t can be hard to 
ee, and you may inadvertently de troy 

the home that your neighborhood birds 
worked so hard to build, not to mention 
egg and babie . Hummingbird ne t 
are particularly vulnerable, a they are 
smaller than a walnut shell and can look 
like a small knot on a branch . Please 
protect our birds by waiting until 
autumn to do your tree trimming, and 
help spread the word by reminding your 
friends and neighbor . 

Other volunteer opportunities are available on the SCVAS web ite, under the "Get Involved " Link. Check them out online, or 
contact me at programs@ cva .org or (408) 252-3740. 
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Spring Adult Education Classes 
The following classes are sponsored by the SCVAS Education Committee. To register please call the office at (408) 252-3740. 
All cancellations require 72-hour prior notification for refunds . 

Thi pring , we welcome back two of our mo t popular instructors , with classes that you, our members have re
quested time and time again. We' ve Ustened, we ' ve scheduled, and now (drum-roll please) .... 

Beginning Birding by Ear with Ron Arps 
Learn to bird "by ear" to expand your kill in bird identifica
tion. Cla di cus ions will focu on method u ed to remem
ber and identify bird ounds , such a descriptive term , and 
sketche of sonogram (or sound patterns). These techniques 
will then be applied to bird recording , learning the sound s of 
ome local ongbird . On weekend . the cla will take to the 

field, practicing live identification of the bird ounds recently 
learned. Also , bird sound resources (books and CD ) and 
sound recording (equipment and oftware ) will be introduced 
along the way. This cla sis primarily de igned for the begin
ner (although all skill level are , of course, welcome). 

Date.£: Class : Thur day , 5/ 1 & 5/8 , 7-9pm; 
Field Study: Sundays, 5/4 & 5/11, 8-llam 
Location : Classes: Conference Room at McClellan Ranch , 
Cupertino; Field Study : McClellan Ranch Park 
Eee: $35 members , $40 non-members 
Minimum: 6 students , Maximum: 14 students 

Ron enjoyed birding a bo and began bird ound recording 
soon after college. This eventually led to giving workshops 
on bird song identification for Nature Exploration Tuolumne 
and helping to start the Nature Sound Society. Invited to 
teach bird ound s to docents at Stanford 's Jasper Ridge Bio
logical Preserve, he tayed on afterwards as a volunteer. At 
Jasper he has used sound and sight for bird identification dur
ing monthly urvey , taught bird ound cla ses , and continued 
his hobby of bird sound recording . For beginners, in addition 
to introducing them to local bird ound , hi goal is to teach 
how be t to learn new bird ound on their own. He love to 
hare the joy of knowing bird by their ound , not only a a 

birding kill but as an everyday pleasure. 

Beginning Birding with Lisa Myers 
This beginning birding class is de igned for people who have 
alway wanted to learn about birdwatching. No experience 
nece ary! We' ll go over all the things you II need to know to 
get started . Field guides , optics , clothing , ethics , habitats , how 
to find the bird and even a little taxonomy will be reviewed. 
Through lecture and handouts you ' ll learn the trick on how 
you can tell one bird species from another . We have roughly 
250 different species of birds right here in Santa Clara County. 
Thi class include one weekend morning bird walk so we can 
put our new knowledge into action. 
Dates: Clas : Thur days , 6/5 , 6/12 , and 6/19 7:30-9 PM ; 
Field Trip: Saturday 6/14, 8:30-11:30 AM 
Location : Conference Room, McClellan Ranch in Cupertino 
Eee: $45 members, $55 non-member 
Minimum: 8 student , Maximum: 20 students 

Lisa has been a birder for most of her life. She teaches classes 
and conducts work hops throughout the Santa Clara Valley. 
She strive to get new people into the sport and introduce them 
to the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society. Lisa 's classe are 
very creative and offer a fun and non-intimidating environ
ment in which all can learn. Li a al o bas her own busine , 
Let 's Go Birding (www.letsgobirding.com) . Her goal is to 
provide people with exciting opportunities to enjoy the out
door and the avian world. We are very fortunate to have Lisa 
teaching for Santa Clara Valley Audubon. 

Bullock's Oriole 
by Tom Grey 

General Membership Meeting continued from page I 

special issue on historical ecology for the journal Landscape Ecology and a segment on these topics for the KQED 
TV science program QUEST. 

Before Euro-American modification, Santa Clara Valley supported a remarkable array of riparian, wetland. and wood
land habitats. This presentation will present recent research synthesizing hundreds of historical maps, photographs, and 
other documents to document the historical ecology of Santa Clara Valley. Topics will range from the wetland mosaics 
of places like Laguna Seca (the historical seasonal lake at the north end of Coyote Valley, in South San Jose). substantial 
elements of which could be restored, to the "stately sycamores" formerly celebrated on our streams. Initial finding and 
implications for restoration and stewardship will be explored. 

More information on SFEI's historical ecology program can be found at: www.sfei.org/HEP 
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Coyote Valley Victory!!! 
for now ..... 

••• 

In mid-March, the Coyote Valley Hou ing Group with
drew their funding for the Coyote Valley Specific Plan, having 
already spent 17 .2 million dollars on the plan. On the brink 
of spend ing an additional 2.5 million dollar on the plan, the 
housing group backed off citing the plan a no longer being 
economically viable. 

This decision follows a five-year planning effort that 
resulted in a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that 
received hundreds of page of critical comments from the en
vironmental community. Based on flaws pointed out in these 
comments the draft report was withdrawn for rework and 
possible resubmittal to San Jo e ' City Council for approval. 
With the withdrawal of funding for thi planning process, the 
future of Coyote Valley, a fabulous 7,000-acre agricultural 
landscape, should be folded into San Jose's 2010 general plan 
planning proce s. 

Santa Clara Valley Audubon played our part in this battle , 
by hiring Craig Breon as a con ultant to craft our responses 
to the draft EIR, and collaborating with the Michael Lee En
vironmental Foundation . Foundation upport allowed u to 
work clo ely with our conservation partners to craft comment 
that covered all aspects of negative environmental impact or 
flawed analysis of impacts as repre ented in the EIR. 

Pres ure to develop Coyote Valley won ' t go away. Our 
vigilance i till needed ... 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • 

2008 Spring Birdathon 
Golden Eagle Sponsors 

• • • • • • • 
• SCVAS is pleased to promote our generous prize pon or • 
• who help make our Spring Birdathon so successful in • 
• raising money for our youth environmental education and • 
: conservation program . We have over 20 prize sponsor : 
• for the Spring Birdathon - please visit our website for • 
• complete information. The following are our Golden • 
• Eagle Sponsors who donated more than $600 in prize . • 

• • 
• Bob and Deb Hirt, SCVAS members • 
: Week time-share lodging in Mexico, Spain, or Colorado. : 

• 
• Doug and Gail 
• Safaris Financial 
• trips . 
• 

• 
Cheeseman, Cheesemans' Ecology • 
support , four Monterey Bay pelagic • 

• • • • • SouthwestAirlines • 
• Two airline tickets to anywhere without re trictions. • 

• 
• Nancy Teater 
• Week vacation home stay in Sea Ranch , CA. • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Wednesday, June 18, 6 PM 

McClellan Ranch Park 
Its that time of year again! Join your fellow SCVAS 
members for the annual potluck dinner and volunteer 
recognition awards . Meet the Audubon staff , Board 
members and officers , and do ome birding while you 
dine . Bring a main di h, casserole, alad or hors d'ouevres 
to hare - SCVAS provide beverage and de sert . 
Bringing your own plates and cups helps reduce use of 

wasteful plastic and paperware, 

Are you an employee or retiree from one of 
these (or similar) organizations? 

• 3M Packard • Pfizer 
Corpo ration • IBM • Roche 

• Adobe Corporation Diagnostic 
Systems, Inc . • Intuit • Rosendin 

• Advanced • John on & Electric 
Micro Device John on • Schwab 
(AMD) • Lehman Corporation 

• Applied Brothers • Sephora 
Materials • Merck • Sony 

• AT&T Company Electronics 
• Bank of • Microsoft Inc. 

America Corporation • Sprint 
• Cadence • Oracle • Starbucks 

Deign Corporation • Sun 
System, Inc. • David & Microsystem 

• EBay Lucille • Symantec 
• TheGap Packard Corp 
• General Mill Foundation • UPS 
• Google • Pepsi Co • Yahoo! 
• Hewlett (PBG) 

If so, your current or former employer may 
match your SCVAS contribution! 

The e are ju t a handful of companie 
Employee/Retiree gifts. Please call the 
SCYAS for additional information (408) 

Thank you for your support!!! 

that match 
office of 
252-3747 



Field Notes 
by Bill Bousman 

Waterfowl through Herons 
Three Greater White-fronted 

Geese at Byxbee Park 3-9 Mar (DCa, 
BP) and two lingering in Coyote Valley 
to 7 Mar (RWR, FV, v.ob.) were the 
la t of our local wintering birds. A 
Snow Goose wa hanging around at 
Lake Cunningham 2-13 Feb (IT, ViT 
m.ob.). An adult Ross's Goose wa 
seen at the Coyote Creek GC on 16 
Feb (MJM ). Nine Tundra Swan were 
along Bloomfield Road on 15 Feb (LA) 
and a ingle adult was in a Campbell 
percolation pond on 25 Feb (RR). A 
is typical. these birds did not remain. 
Three Eurasian Wigeon were een in 
the Alvi o pond on 6 Feb and again on 
17 Feb (MMR). One was at the South 
County Regional WasteWater Authority 
(SCRWA) treatment ponds in Gilroy on 
7 Feb (RWR , FV, RKe ) and five were 
there on 26 Mar (MJM, WGB). One 
was at the Guadalupe Slough mouth 
on 1 Mar (MMR MJM). A male Blue
winged Teal wa near the Alvi o EEC 
on 12 Feb (AV) and a pair were een 
there on 26 Feb (GHa). A male and 
two females were in Adobe Creek on 
8 Mar (WGB) and a male wa een 
nearby on 29 Mar (BP et al.) A male 
Blue-winged howed up in the ponds at 
the Sunnyvale Bayland s Park on l 7 Mar 
(RWR, FV) and was seen there through 
22 Mar (AV et al.). A pair were at the 
SCRWA (Gi lroy) treatment pond on 20 
Mar (RWR , FV) and at lea t nine bird 
were there on 26 Mar (MJM, WGB). 
Large number of Redheads remained 
in Alvi o with I 31 on clo ed refuge 
ponds there on l Mar (MMR, MJM). A 
ingle male turned up at the Sunnyvale 

Bayland on I Feb (RS) and two male 
were there through 13 Feb (v.ob.). A 
male on Calero Reservoir on 1-2 Mar 
(AV) was unu ual at thi inland location . 
A female Barrow's Goldeneye wa 
more or le regular through 12 Mar 
(DWe, m.ob.). A male and two female 
were seen there on 15 Feb (KO) and three 
male were there on 18 Feb (CVR). One 
to two immature Red-throated Loons 
continued at Shoreline Lake in February 
with the la t bird een on J 5 Feb (KO) . 

A single bird was een on clo ed refuge 
pond in Alvi o on I Mar (MMR, 
MJM). The Pelagic Cormorant found 
at Shoreline Lake in January reappeared 
there on 4 Feb (MMR) and was een 
through 10 Feb (v.ob.). An American 
Bittern was een at the Santa Clara 
Valley Water Di trict pond on 28 Feb 
(1Pa). One had been there in the fall, 
into ovember, but there have been no 
report ince. Another bird wa along 
Coyote Creek near the Coyote Creek 
GC on 3 Mar (RPh). A Cattle Egret 
at Lake Cunningham on 10 Feb (SAG ) 
wa a urpri e, no other have been seen 
thi winter. 

Hawks through Gulls 
The adult Bald Eagle wintering 

at Calero Reservoir was seen again 

A Crested Caracara 

was the prince of the 

Coyote Valley raptors 

this period. 

on l Feb (AV) and 10 Feb (MJM). 
Similarly, the birds wintering at Coyote 
Re ervoir were een on 16 Feb (RWR 
et al.) and 24 Feb (LMy et al.). The 
pair resident in Calavera Valley were 
seen through the period (m.ob.). They 
were photographed copulating on 5 Mar 
(SRo) and apparently incubating at last 
year's nest on 23 Mar (MJM, CVR). 
Other bird included an adult over the 
Almaden Valley on 9 Feb (H&DMcD ), 
perhaps the Calero bird an immature 
at the Ogier Avenue pond on 28 Feb 
(RPh, RF, MJM), and another immature 
over Hall Valley on 19 Mar (MJM). 
The 'Harlan's' Red-tailed Hawk in 
the Coyote Valley wa last een on 28 
Feb (RPh). Two adult and an immature 
Ferruginous Hawk were seen regularly 
in the Coyote Valley in February (m.o b.). 
The last record of an adult was on 2 Mar 
and the la t immature was on 14 Mar 
(both RPh). A ingle bird wa een 
again in Calavera Valley again on 17 
Feb (CW). Other Ferruginous included 
an adult south of San Martin on 11 Feb 
(JMy), a sub-adu lt in Hall Valley on 15 
Feb (MO'B), and immature there on 9 
Mar (RPh). The big excitement in the 

Coyote Valley was a Crested Caracara 
that showed up on 7 Mar (RPh et al.). 
Photo were obtained of this di tinctive 
bird, but it could not be refound the next 
day. This is the seco nd record for Santa 
Clara County. The Prairie Falcon 
wintering in the Coyote Valley was last 
een on 7 Feb (RWR, FV, RKe ). A urvey 

of clo ed refuge ponds in Alvi o found 
nine Snowy Plovers on l Mar (MMR, 
MJM), the fir t in the county since last 
October . Late winter Sanderlings were 
limited to four on Pond A9 in Alvi o 
on 17 Feb (MM R) and a ingle bird on 
clo ed refuge pond on I Mar (MM R, 
MJM). Glaucous Gulls , centered on 
our South Bay dump , were found 
throughout the period on Pond A I 6 in 
Alviso (v.ob.) as well a on Pond A I 3 
on 17 Feb (MMR) and 2 Mar (MMR , 
MJM), and al o at the Coyote Creek 
Field Station (CCFS) waterbird pond 
20 Feb-15 Mar (SCR CW). Al o at the 
latter location , an adult wa see n on 27 
Feb (SCR), perhap the same bird seen 
nearby in January . An adult was also 
seen over the Ogier Avenue pond on 
29 Feb and a I st-winter bird was on the 
ponds on 22 Mar (both MJM). The e 
latter birds are probably attracted to the 
Kirby Canyon landfill or other outh 
county dump . 

Roadrunners through 
Goldfinches 

A Greater Roadrunner wa een 
near the Silver Creek Valley Country 
Club on 16 Feb (JMy). Two birds were 
heard inging in different location in San 
Antonio Valley on I 2 Mar (WGB) and 
one bird was singing in Morgan Hill near 
Anderson Re ervoir on 22 Mar (SCR). 
The Short-eared Owls found foraging 
in fallow fields in the Coyote Valley in 
January became a major attraction in 
February and March (m.ob.). Up to four 
birds have been een on some evening . 
At lea t two bird remained on 28 Mar 
(RPh ). The pring migration of Rufous 
Hummingbirds tarted with a male at a 
Gilroy feeder on I Mar (BB-W ). A in 
recent years, flowering eucaJyptu at Ed 
Levin CP attracted the most birder , if 
not the hummingbird ; a many a eight 
were een there on 28 Mar (MMR). 
Other site included the Ogier Avenue 
ponds on 2 Mar (RPh), two different 
feeders in the Almaden Valley: one on 

continued on next page 
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Field Notes cont 'd 

19 Mar (BH) and the other on 27 Mar 
(JPa), and Santa Tere a CP where two 
were seen on 25 Mar (JPa). Allen's 
Hummingbird, on the other hand , wa 
less often encountered . Single males 
were een at Ed Levin CP on 22 
Feb (KO), 25 Mar (RWR, FY) , and 
28 Mar (MMR). It appears that our 
resident Selasphorus is becoming 
decidedly uncommon or rare in the 
county. Any ob ervation of thi 
species hould be reported . The 
Lewis's Woodpecker wintering 
at the Arastradero Preserve was 
found throughout the period. Other 
wandering Lewi ' included one at 
Joseph Grant CP on 9 Feb (GM), 
and one at the Stanford dish on 
both 17 Feb (ViT) and 29 Mar (DB 
et al .). Three in San Antonio Valley 
on 12 Mar (WGB) are resident. 
An Ash-throated Flycatcher in 
San Martin on 3 Mar (LA) likely 
wintered omewhere in central 
California . Birds normally an·ive 
about 10 Apr with a range of arrival 
date from 2 to 17 April. A Cassin's 
Kingbird een along Coyote Creek near 
the model airplane park on 15 Mar (RPh 
et al.) was also unusual. Although thi 
bird nests a close as San Benito County 
and a few bird winter there as well, it 
is always rare this far to the north. At 
least one pair of American Dippers has 
been een along Steven Creek above 
Mt. Eden Road in March (FV, WGB, 
AME) . Two were also found along Los 
Gatos ~reek above Los Gato on 8 Mar 
(LMy et al.). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
was seen along Coyote Creek above 
Dixon Landing Road on 10 Feb (CW) 
and likely wintered nearby. The fir t 
spring arrival was not noted until 17 
Mar (MJM). The only Phainopepla 
seen during the period was a male in the 
San Antonio Valley on 12 Mar (WGB). 
A Black-and-White Warbler was 
found at Lake Cunningham on 1 Feb 
(JPa). This is likely the same bird there 
in early November. It wa een at Lake 
Cunningham through 26 Feb (m.ob.). 
Another Black-and -White was found in 
Cupertino on 21 Feb (MB), giving us 
two birds for this winter. The Northern 
Waterthrush wintering in the Charleston 

TheAvocet 8 

Road marsh was seen at least through 15 
Feb (v.ob.). Thi is at least the seventh 
consecutive winter that a waterthrush 
has wintered here. A female Wilson's 
Warbler wa found in the same area a 
the Black-and-White Warbler at Lake 
Cunningham on 5 Feb (WGB) and it 

Crested Caracara 
by Tom Grey 

remained through 26 Feb (v.ob.). Thi 
bird is believed to have wintered in thi 
area. The wintering Chipping Sparrow 
flock at Jeffrey Fontana Park in San 
Jo e continued through the period with 
at least nine birds recorded on 15 Mar 
(JPa). One seen at Ed Levin CP on 20 
Mar (MA) was an early migrant. A 
White-throated Sparrow has been at 
an Almaden Valley feeder from about 
23 Feb to at least 20 Mar (JPa). One 
was seen at a Los Gato feeder on 24 
Feb (LSu). A White-throated Sparrow 
seen at Ed Levin CP 23-24 Mar (R&JLi, 
v.ob.) is likely a wintering bird that was 
last een there in January . A dull bird was 
in a Morgan Hill yard on 29 Mar (SCR). 
Great-tailed Grackles have been found 
more consistently at the Coyote Creek 
GC during the period (m.ob.). The high 
count of males was four on 1 Mar (RGJ 
et al.) and of females wa three on 3 Mar 
(MJM). Birds have also been found 
nearby at the Ogier Avenue ponds. A 
male seen at Lake Cunningham on 9 
Mar (JPa) was the only report of birds 
elsewhere . 
Observers : Linda Adams (LA), Michael 
Armer (MA), Marilyn Bauriedel (MB), 

Bonnie Bedford-White (BB-W), Bill 
Bou man (WGB), Daniel Bump (DB), 
Dotty Calabrese (DCa), Al Eisner 
(AME), Rosita Fakhrevaezi (RF), Steve 
Glover (SAG), Barbara Harkleroad 
(BH), Garth Harwood (GHa), Richard 
Jeffers (RGJ et al.) , Roland Kenner 

(RKe), Randy & Janet Little (R&JLi), 
Mike Mammoser (MJM), Hugh & 
Debbie McDevitt (H&DMcD), Greg 
Meissner (GM), Jean Myer (JMy ), 
Lisa Myers (LMy), Matthew O ' Brien 
(MO'B), Kri Olson (KO), Janna 
Pau er (JPa), Ryan Phillip (RPh), 
Bob Power (BP), Bob Reiling (RWR), 
Rick Roberts (RR), Mike Rogers 
(MMR), Steve Rosenthal (SRo), Steve 
Rottenborn (SCR), Ro alie Strait (RS), 
LindaSullivan(LSu) , JimThoma (JT), 
Vivek Tiwari (ViT), Frank Vanslager 
(FY), Ann Verdi (AV), Chuq Von 
Rospach (CVR), Dave Weber (DWe), 
and Chuck Woodrum (CW). 

RARITIES: Plea e drop me a note: 
Bill Bousman 321 Arlington Way, 

Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
or: barlowi @earthlink.n et 

In Memorium: 
"Joseph Greenberg, who was very 

active within the birding community 
in California between 1964 and 
1974, passed away at Sunri e Senior 
Living of Oakland Hills on February 
24 . He was 89. Joe led many 
field trips for Santa Clara Valley 
Audubon and along with hi son 
Ru s, was energetically involved in 
the early day of "vagrant cha ing" 
in the state. After he relocated to 
Atlanta , Georgia, in 1974, Joe was 
State Coordinator for the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service Breeding Bird 
Surveys in Georgia, and he founded 
the Atlanta Audubon's Shade
Grown Coffee Committee in 1997. 
Birds and birding were the joys 
of his life. I will mi him greatly, 
and I hope that his friend from the 
"old day " of California birding 
will remember him fondly. " Doug 
Greenberg, Berkeley CA 



A Creek Runs Through It continuedfrompage 1 
The newspaperman E. T. Sawyer , in his History of Santa 

Clara County, California described additional floods in San 
Jose in the late I 860s and again in December I 971. These 
floods washed away houses , streetcar tracks, and what-ever 
else was in the way of Los Gatos Creek and the Guadalupe 
River. Curiously, Sawyer wrote that " (s]ince that date the two 
creeks have been widened and improved so that now there is 
no danger of overflow s." Those who were again flooded out 
in some of the great floods of the twentieth century would find 
Sawyer's comments puzzling. 

Boosters of the "Valley of Heart ' Delight " at the end of 
the nineteenth century bragged of the perfect growing season 
and unlimited water from artesian wells. Farmers knew bet
ter as they saw the water table teadily dropping. Soon there 
were discu sions of how to recharge the aquifer. Thi led to 
early conservation attempts, such as check dams to prevent 
"waste d water" flowing to the bay. Eventually, plans were in 

place for the construction of dams and percolation ponds, but 
there was no money to pay for them. Politics and the Great 
Depression intervened and the construction then took place . 
Most of our dammed creeks date from that era. 

The aquifer bas recovered, but not because of the new 
dams and ponds . Rather we now import more than half our 
water by aqueducts from other sources. The modifications we 
have made to our creeks have caused significant changes in 
their fish assemblages and in their bird life . There are possi
bilities for some restoration, but not if we continue to insist on 
our profligate use of water for eastern land caping styles that 
have no business in our dry western habitats. Even now, one 
hears talk of water wastage in the Sacramento River delta , as 
though water allowed to maintain the health of our estuaries 
has no value compared to subsidized agriculture or well-wa
tered golf courses. There is much to be done . 

In praise of 

SCVAs NATURE SI-lo 
OP P 

MON 'EN 
SAru,/RI 10. 5 

VlSA DAY10 .2 
• MASTERCARD 

ACCEPTED 
408-2s2.3747 

the Breeding Bird Atlas 

"I did think that it was the most awesome summary 
of various types of data relating to Santa Clara 
county that I have ever seen, or even dreamed could 
be produced! It i an amazing book. I got dizzy (in 
a good way) while going through it. There is just so 
much information there, that it definitely is a must 
for anyone intere ted in birds of the Bay Area." 

Alvaro Jaramillo 
Biologist 
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory (SFBBO) 

Available in the SCVAS Nature Shop! 

Elections for SCVAS Board of Directors and Officers 
at our Annual Meeting and Potluck on June 18, 2008 

The Nominating Committee of the SC VAS Board of Directors is pleased to nominate the following candidates for elected po
sitions on the Board for the term indicated. New directors and officers will takeofficeonJuly l, 2008. SCVAS members in good 
standing may participate in the voice vote at thi Annual Meeting. The majority of available votes will determine the winner. 

Position and Term 
President, '08- '09 
Vice-President, '08- '09 
Secretary, '08- '09 
Director, '08-' 11 
Director, '08-' l l 
Director, '08-' 11 

Candidate 
Bob Hirt 
Debbie Thompson 
Joan Leighton 
Dotty Calabrese 
Dave Cook 
Matthew Dodder 

We continue to seek new Board Members interested in birding, education and conservation! 
Call 408-252-3747 for more information. 

TheAvocet 9 



j,T<:>un~ fluduh<:>n ~umm~r Ad"~ntur~~ Ar~ C<:>min~! 
cJ e>in ~CV.fl~ ~nd tri nd ~s w hrint e>U e>P:i xciting WffJS te> xple>r th 1? 

.flr~:7 thi suv:im r! 

"Canoes in S(oughs" 
Wet(ands-Exp(oration with Save +he Bav 

Sa+urday, Ju(y 1'J.1H* 
9AM·'l.PM 

Pa(o A(to Bay(ands
for ages- 10.., and up! 

Cos-t: $'JS/Adu(+, $2.S/Chi(d for SCVAS MeMbers
$'1-0/Adu(t, $'30/Chi(d for non•SCVAS MeMf>ers-

f(((horn S(ough Safari 
Wa+ure Boat1ours- in !(((horn S(ough 

TI~e and l>a+e 1Bl> 
(caU for updates/ detai(s) 

Mon landing/Monterey Bay 
For ages- '3.., and up! 

Cos-t: $'30/pers-on for SCVAS MeMbers
$'JS/pers-on for non•SCVAS MeMbers-

Bird Banding 
with San Francis-co Bav Bird Of>s-ervatorv 

Saturday, AUGUST 161H* 
B:"30·10:"30AM 

McCarthy Ranch in Mi(pitas-
for aU Bird lovers-, aget S.., and up! 

Cos-t: $2.S/faMi(y 

~ 

To sign-up. or for more information , call (408) 252-3740, send an e-mail to 
programs@ cvas.org, or check out our website at www.scvas.org 
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We thank these members for their generous contributions, February 2008 through March 2008: 

Contributor: 
Bill Walker and Mary Wisnewski 

Supporter: 
Laurie Bechtl er, Peter and Patricia Biocini, Boyce Burge and Linda 
Lot peich, J. Mor e Cavender, Jim Fo ter. Waldo Griffin , Jan Hin
termei ter, Je ica Leister, Mary Lorey, Richard Mlynarik and Eliza
beth Willey, Michael and Le lie Schroeder, Bruce Watt . 

Associate: 
Sheryl Ahlblad, Charles Bacon , Bill Brill , Paul and Maureen Draper , 
Robert Hall, Elizabeth Herb , Don and Jane Krejci , Jeff LaTourrette, 
Dean Manley. Carole Na t, Joan.ne Rodgers, Deborah Rose , Marilyn 
Walther , Kim Well , Daniela Wer in, Carleen We t, Stephen and 

Beverly Young. 

Individual: 
Kevin Bryant , Mor e and Ann Cavender,A jaychandar Chandrashekar, 
Marie Channa, Charle s Clark, Edgar and Hilary Coral, Su anne 
Cristal lo, Barbara Daw on, Dine hand Joy De ai, Denise Doet ch, 
Lee French, Ernie Goitein , Ardeth Greenquist , Judith Haemmerie, 
Mary Hanchett, Joann Harrington , William Hender on, Peter Knoot , 
Joanna Koch , Arvind Kumar , Barbara Launspach , Patricia Lynch , 
Arlene Markakis , Linda Pors , Doug Roy, Byron and Elizabeth 
Ryono. Tere a Scagliotti , Ken Schneider , Malathy Sethuraman, 
Joy Skarmout os, Orrin Wagoner , Geraldine Weir, Ann Weismann, 
Shelly Westall , Rachel Young. 

Earth Day, Earth Month - Earth Day Every Day! 
by Karen Hoyt. 
(Adapted with permission from an article in the Sky Hunters Environmental Education Newsletter) 

April 22nd was Earth Day, a global holiday celebrating 
the environment and the wonder of life on our planet. The 
first Earth Day was organized in 1970 to promote the ideas 
of ecology, encourage respect for life on earth, and highlight 
growing concern over pollution of oil, air, and water. Earth 
Day celebrations are held throughout the month of April as the 
movement ha grown. Yet we don ' t need to wait for a special 
date on the calendar, we can celebrate and take care of the 
Earth every day! 

Toda th r i a lot f ta! about your carbon footprint, the 
measure of the impact your activities have on the environment 
in terms of the amount of greenhouse ga es produced. Thi 
footprint can be measured in the total amount of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) and other greenhou e gases emitted into the 
atmosphere. You may not be aware, but electricity is one of 
the bigge t producers of carbon emis ions. Every time you 
flip on a light switch or tum on the televi ion you are adding 
to global warming . Of cour e, it i not pos ible to go without 
lights in this day and age, but there are numerous things you 
can do every day to limit your impact. Tum IT off when not 
in use. Tum off the light when you leave a room and tum off 
your computer at the end of your workday. U e energy- aving 

light bulbs. 
A few other everyday things to think about: Set your 

central heating timer to tum down at night and off when 
the house i empty. In ulate your hot water tank: defrost 
your refrigerator/freezer regularly: hang heavy cloths, such 
as towels, outside to dry before putting them in the dryer. 
Unplug your cell phone as soon as it ha finished charging. 

How about converting to a locavore? A locavore is 
omeone who eat food grown or produced locally or within 

a certain radius, such a 50, 100, or 150 mile . The locavore 
movement encourage consumer to buy from farmers' markets 
or even to produce their own food, presuming that fresh local 
product are more nutritiou and taste better. Locally grown 
food provides an environmentally friendly mean of obtaining 
food , since supermarket that import their food use more fossil 
fuels and non-renewable resource . 

Don't buy overly packaged product . Look for the 
least amount of packaging to generate the least amount of 
waste. Recycle as much as you can instead of filling the local 
landfills. Remember your BIG R 's - Reduce, Reuse , Recycle 
and Replant! 

Some highlights from Earth Day Celebrations of years past: 

Leaming all about Peregrine Falcons 
from W.E.R.C. Meeting the local Police "men" 

Nature Arts & Crafts galore! 
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Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
2222 1 McClellan Road 
Cupertino , CA 95014 

Phone: 408-252-3747 
Fax: 408-252-2850 
E-mail: scvas@scvas.org 
www.scva .org 

OFFICERS 
President 

Bob Hirt 
Vice President 

Dave Cook 
Treasurer 

vacant 
Secretary 
Joan Leighton 

DIRECTORS 
David McIntyre '06 -'09 
Dotty Calabrese '05 -'08 
Matthew Dodder '05 -'08 
Debbie Thomp on ·06 -'09 
Ashok Khosla '06 -'09 

STAFF 
Executive Director 408/252-3748 

Bob Power bob@ cvas.org 
Office Manager 408/252-3747 

Susan Bell cva @scva .org 
Programs Coordinator 408/252-3740 
Toby Goldberg program @ cva .org 

Office Fax 408/252-2850 
E-mail scvas@scva .org 
Website www.scvas.org 

-
CHAIRPERSONS 
Avocet 

TOB', · GOL OBERG 
2727 MJ:C•TOWt ·, CT 

Non-Profit Organ ization 
U .S. Po tage Paid 
San Jo e, CA 
Perm it No. 5869 

PALO ALTO CA 94303-3966 

I I I I 111l11 I 11 I I, I I 111, 1 II 111 II I I 1l111 II 111 I I 11 I I I 11 l1 I 11 I I I 11 I 

Editors: Toby Goldberg, Sabrina 
John on 

GENERAL MEETINGS are held on the third 
Wedne day of each month except July,August 
and December and are open to the public. 

Birdathon 
Dony Calabre e 

Christmas Bird Count 
Kir ten Holmquist 

Education 
Bobbie Handen 

Environmental Action 
vacant 

Field Trips: Weekend 
Bob Reiling 

Weekday 
Phyllis Swan on 
vacant 

Finance 
Don Price 

Fundraising 
Debbie Thomp on 

Library 
Joy Robinson 
Joan Leighton 

Member ship 
Vacant 
ature Shop 
Freddy Howell 

Photo Club 
Pete LaTourrette 

Programs 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS meeting are 
open to all members. Cal l the office at (408) 
252-3747 for time and directions. 

RARE BIRD ALERT: (415) 681-7422 

GIFTS: SCVAS welcomes gift , including 
tho e made in honor of or in memory of 
friend or relative . Such gift will be u ed 
at SCVAS' di cretion for it program and 
activitie unle pecified otherwi e by the 
donor. Tax-deductible donation may be made 
in the form of a check made out to SCVAS and 
sent to our Cupertino add re . ln addition, we 
gratefully accept bequest , which bould pe
cifically identify Santa Clara Valley Audubon 
Society as recipient. Gifts and bequests will 
be recognized by the Chapter in The Avoce1 
unle the donor prefers otherwi e. 

The A1,ace 1 i publi hed bi-monthly by the 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, 2222 1 
McClellanRoad,Cupertino,CA950l4 . Dead
line i the 25th of two months prior. Send 
submissions to:The Avocel, c!o SCVAS at the 
above addre s. 

Doug & Gail Cheeseman 
Webmaster SCVAS i thechapteroftheNationalAudubon 

OFFICE HOURS Mondy Lariz Society for Santa Clara County. 
Monday - Friday 10 AM - 5 PM • r::&,.~ 
Saturday - - - - I0AM-2PM _ - - - - - - - - - - - - 2008 Volume_,~, Number 3 -
Chapter Membership in the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) receive the SCVAS new letter , The Avocet 

0 $20: One Year SCVAS Member hip 0$35: Two Year SCVAS Member hip 

Additional Gift : 0 $ 50 0 $ 100 0 $ 250 0 Other __ _ 

Member hip$ + Donation $ ·= Total Enclo ed $ ______ _ 

Name ____________________________________________ _ 

Addres ~- ------------------------------------------

City State & Zip _____________________________________ _ 

Phon e _______________ Email _____________ 7XCH C14 

Come by the office to pick up your free copy of Birding at the Bottom of the Bav., our gift to new members! 
Make all checks payable to SCVAS. 

Please nol e: As a generally policy , SCVAS does 1101 share personal information with 01her organi::.a1ions. 

The Avocet 12 


