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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NOTE: On all field trips, CARPOOL, share expenses, and get to know other birders. To 
arrange rides call Dolores Norton (941-1666, Los Altos) or Manette Wittgenstein (354-9420, 
Saratoga). 

Mar.3 

Mar.7 

Mar.8 

Mar.10 

Mar .11 

Mar.14 

Board of Directors' Meeting, Tues., 7:30 PM, at Susie Formenti's, 16675 Buckskin Ct., 
Morgan Hill. Please arrive promptly. 

Field Trip, Sat., 8 AM, Coyote Hills Regional Park. From the peninsula, go east 
across the Dumbarton Bridge, then left on Jarvis, left on Newark, and left on 
Patte-:-son R-anch R-d. Or t['ke Hwy. 17 r rth.. to Jarvis and turn right on Newark. 
Meet at the entrance to the park. There is a fee for each car. Leader: R. Jay 
Andre (257-2038.) 

Field Trip, Sun., 9 AM, Hawk identification trip. We will be going to Byron and 
Clifton Court Forebay area, northwest of Tracy to find Ferruginous and Rough-
legged Hawks, and (w/luck) Prairie Falcon and Golden Eagle. This is an excellent 
Hawk area. From San Jose, take 680 no. to 580, and 580 east 10-12 miles to the 
First St./Hwy.84 south exit. Make an immediate left into a Mobil station, where we 
will meet. There is a Standard station across the street from the Mobil. Round trip 
is approximately 150 miles. Bring lunch, water, and a full tank of gas. Try to 
carpool. There are few pull-offs along our route. Leader: Don Schmoldt (447-9583 
afts. and 8-9 AM, 251-6133 eves) 

Bird Discussion Group, Tues., 9:30 AM, birding in the yard of Catherine Lintott, 
17150 Buena Vista, Los Gatos, and hoping to see double-crested cormorants in breed
ing plumage. 

Field Trip South, Wed., 9 AM, Sanborn Park. Look for early arrivals, residents and 
species like Townsend's Warbler that are wintering here. Take Big Basin Way in 
Saratoga toward Skyline. About 3 miles from Saratoga, turn left on Sanborn Rd., 
for about 2 miles to Sanborn Park. Meet in the first parking lot adjacent to the 
Visitor's Center. Leaders: Manette Wittgenstein (354-9420) and Gail Cheeseman 
(867-1371). 

Field Trip, Sat., 9 AM, San Mateo Co. coast. We will be concentrating on locating 
shorebirds, but we may also hit the height of Brant migration. Many other ocean 
birds should be present. From the peninsula, take Hwy. 84 west to Hwy.l, and 
Hwy.l south 5 miles to Pescadero Rd. Meet at this intersection. Leaders: Candace 
Beach (494-6658), and Allen Royer (251-6133). 



Mar .15 

Mar.18 

Mar. 22 

Mar.24 

Mar.27 

Mar.29 

Apr.3 

Apr.4 

Apr.5 

Apr. 25-
26 

Apr.29 

Birdwalk for Beginners, Sun., 9 AM, Alum Rock Park. Get a headstart on learning 
local breeding birds with this early spring trip. We should see a few early migrants, 
and the resident birds starting to nest. From Hwys. 101 or 680 in San Jose take 
Alum Rock Ave. east to its end in the park . Meet in the last parking area, across 
the creek from the Youth Science Institute. Leaders: David Houle (856-1069), and 
Steve Lewis (962-9763) 

General Meeting, Wed., 7:30, Lucy Evans (Baylands) Interpretative Center, end of 
Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto. Social hour followed by program at 8 PM. HAWAII, the 
disappearing Paradise. Rick Palmer will present slides and a well-rounded historical 
view of the origins and development of Hawaiian wildlife - some familiar and some 
seldom seen by visitors. Rick has worked with native Hawaiian Bob Western, who is 
assembling a teaching program about the eventual (and eventual disappearance) of 
Hawaiian flora and fauna. Bring a friend who wants to know more about Paradise. 

Field Trip, Sun., 8:30 AM, Coyote Creek. From San Jose, take 101 so. to Metcalf Rd, 
turn left, and meet near the base of Metcalf Rd. near the hwy. Be prepared to walk 
about 1 mile, in some mud. Riparian and oak woodland habitats. There will also be 
a bird-banding demonstration. Leaders: Terry Hart (743-2897 work, 245-2673 home), 
and Penny Delevorvas (377-2367). 

Education Committee Meeting, Tues., 7:30 PM, at Elaine Gould's, 6209 Flowering Plum 
Rd., San Jose, to view slides and prepare script for 'Schoolyard Birds' show. 

Bird Discussion Group, Fri., 9 AM, at home of Florence Hunter, 70 Continental Lobby, 
Mt. View. '.'Alviso Marina" walk and talk. 

Field Trip, Sun., 9 AM, Frenchman's Creek, Half Moon Bay. Take Hwy.101 or 280 north 
to Hwy.92, 92 west to Hwy.I in Half Moon Bay, and Hwy.1 north just over 1 mile to 
Frenchman's Creek Rd., on the right, opposite a riding stable on the left. Meet in 
the big parking area in front of the housing development at this intersection. 
Leaders: Glenn and Ferol Burris (961-4512). 

Field Trip Committee Meeting, Thurs., -: 30, a Li.skovec-' s, 1719 Christi Dr., 
Altos. Organizational meeting of field trip leaders and interested people. 

Birding by Sound, Habitat, Etc., Fri., 8:30 AM, Stevens Creek Park. Stevens Creek 
Blvd. west to Foothill Blvd., left on Foothill about 1 1/2 miles. Turn left and 
go down into parking lot below the dam. This is an extension of the Birding by 
Sound trips conducted last spring. Leader: Frank Farran (252-3984) 

Field Trip, Sat., 8 AM, Big Basin State Park. Pileated Woodpeckers are regularly 
seen here, the southern limit of their range on the coast. We should also find a 
mix of wintering and breeding birds. From Hwy.280 in Cupertino, take Hwy.85 south 
to Hwy.9, Hwy.9 west over Skyline to Hwy.236. Follow 236 down to Park Headquarters, 
where we will meet. We will hike about 5 miles at a le i surely pace. Bring a 
portable lunch. Leader: David Houle (856-1069). 

Birding by Sound, Habitat, Etc., Sun., 8:30 AM, Stevens Creek Park. This is a 
repeat of the April 3 trip for those who could not make it on Friday. 

Audubon Birdathon, Sat. and Sun. David Houle (856-1069). 

Annual Trip Into San Francisco Watershed, Millbrae. Limit 40 members. 
required. Call Kay Mccann ~27-413~ or Carol Zabel (948-5671). 

Reservations 

May 2-3 Field Trip, Sat.-Sun., Pinnacles National Monument. Leader: Rich Carlson (494-3160). 

May 31 Bird Count, Sun. Save this date for the first ever Palo Alto Breeding Bird, Christ
mas-in-May Count. Just as much fun as a Christmas count, but not nearly as cold. 



NATIONAL AUDUBON BIRDATHON 

Plan now to be a part of the first-ever National Audubon Birdathon, which will take place 
April 24-26. The proceeds will benefit Mono Lake, as well as other national and regional 
Audubon efforts. Birdathon participants will obtain sponsors who pledge a specific amount of 
money for each bird species the participant sees on a given day. You may either bird on your 
own or join one of the groups set up by the chapter. Everyone is encouraged to take part in 
this very enjoyable event. Beginners may contribute just as much as expert birders, and 
learn a lot in the process. We are currently planning two trips; an all-out quest for 150 
species, and a more leisurely visit to a few good areas close to home. For more information 
contact David Houle (856-1069). 

~ LAKE FUND AAISING GCl:S OVER THE Ta=>,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.:.~--~ 
The. Mono Lake. Fund Ra,L6ing Campa,,i.gn hM be.en a. gM.nd .6u.c.c.e6.6. YoWt c.onbubution.6 06 
$4541, 50 ha.ve, put u..6 We..lt OVVl.. OWt goal Oo $4000. Toge.the.Jr.. w.u:.h :the, money oil.Om c.ha.p.tvr.. 
6u.nd6, SCVAS ha..6 c.onbubu:te.d $12,541.50 .towaJui. :the. .le.gal de.6e.n.6e. 06 Mono La.ke.. Whil..e. .thell.e. 
ha.6 be.en ongoing .6u.ppo!Lt 06 Mono La.ke. .thll.Ou.gh &ur..da..thon a.nd pell..6on.a.l c.ontlu..bution.6 by 
ma.ny me.mbell..6, .the. BoaJtd 06 V-Ur.e.ctoM e.xte.nd.6 a. ve1r.y .6pe.c.,i.al .tha.nk.6 .to a..U. :the. me.mbell..6 
w.te.d be.low - a.nd .to .6ome. non-me.mbe.M not w.te.d who ga.ve. in .the. name. 06 SCVAS - who ma.de. 
:the. c.ampa.,i.gn .60 .6U.C.C.e6.6ou.l. Whil..e. OWt c.ampa.,i.gn c.omu .to a.n end, .the. ne.e.d 60/f.. 6ina.nc.,i.al 
.6u.ppo!Lt gou on. 16 you. w..i/2h .to c.ontlu..bu:te., we. wU1. gladly 6oJWJaJtd 0Wt:thvr.. dona..t,i.on.6. 
Tha.nk you. al..l, a.ga.,i.n. J,i.m & Sue. Li.6kove.c., 1719 Chni.6.tlna. Vil..., Lo.6 AU:.0-0, CA 94022. 

Dave Nauer, Phyllis Swanson, Bob Garcia, Betty Wyatt, Linda Newberry, Doug_Cheeseman, Susie 
Formenti, Terry Hart, Elaine Gould, Rod Norden, Mike Newcomer, Donna Zetterqulst, Sue & Jim 
Liskovec, Kristi Wiley, Allen Royer, Marguerite Nash, Al Jamieson, Bob & Lillian Wilson, Bal & 
Karen Svendsen, Howard & Roz Stone, Doris Welsh, Cathy Gill Jones, Mr & Mrs Robert Wilson, Don 
Brockhurst, Charles Mastache, Walter Elkey, Ben & Audrey Brunges, Larry & Rita Tilbury, John Ship
man, Philip & Kate Sherman, Lydia Grunwald, Joseph & Evelyn Hester, Jerry Smith, Bob Roadcap, Mr 
& Mrs AB Faris, George Sabini, Jesse Jack, Glenn & Sandra Bacon, Richard & Elizabeth Herndon, 
Jane Fitzsimmons, Bill & Barbara Rauch, Wayne & Louise Richter, Ken Gardiner, Hugh & Phyllis 
Hackett, Mark & Jody Sutherland, Harriet Eliel, Don & Nancy Burnett, Elizabeth Hone, J David 
Walker, William & Jacqueline Ramsay, Don & Audrey Stoye, Kathy Smith, William & Elizabeth Nichols, 
Anne Ritchison, Richard Thaw, John Rafferty, Arsella Raman, A Steven Hadland, Marie & Howard Mc
Aulay, Dena Mossar & Paul Goldstein , Jean Alexander, Richard & Virginia Peterson, JC & Nikolena 
Stirling, J W & Hazel Tilden, Richard & Patricia Carlson, Jane Gurnee, Nancy & Herbert Greenfield, 
Russel & Marilyn Fowler, David & Bonnie Pollard, Judith Heath, Douglas Kuper, RH & Barbara 
Milligan, Glenn & Ferol Burris, Henrietta Kershaw, Dan & Martha Smith, Janice Walters, Peter 
Glynn, AC & Viola Feddern, Jeanyce Powers, Bill & Jean Clark, Lawrence & Esther Johnson, Norman 
& Carol Zabel, Alice Kellogg, Kep & Carolyn Stone, Mary Schwarz, Duncan & Mercedes Williams, 
Larry Eifert, Gordon Ray, Robert & Mary Grunigen, Patricia Burns, Paul & Hazel Gilbert, Peter & 
Marcy Hartman, Rowen Arroyo, Sybil Kushera, Lynn Chiapella, J E & Susan Belt, Lois Hogle, Jean 
North, Dr & Mrs James Dickson, Roy & Yvonne Hampton, Van Chambers, Joe & Eunice Wissel, Ellen & 
Martin Mullins, Gerald Freeman, Wade & Dorothy Shorter, Philip & Christine Pendleton, Howard 
Honig, John Silliman, Janice Hoye, Peter & Sue LaTourrette, Nancy Holmes, Robert & Lee Ann Luten, 
Stephen & Linda Pickering, Charmon Ashby, Myra Keen, Alec & Miriam MacKenzie, Jeanne & Douglas 
Guenther, John & Shirley Wedlake, Mike & Margaret Wheeler, Lenora Koblos, Ronald McNay, Charlotte 
Epstein, Michael & Ann Bond, William Berreysa, George Haight, Eugene & Ruth Troetschler, Terry & 
Patricia Trumbull, Nan Blackledge, Calvin & Dorothy Quate, Helen Dallas,Virginia Beard, Genevieve 
Gullahorn, Donald & Irene Osterbrock, Melissa Miller, Jean Campbell, Wanda Alexander, Brooks & 
Celia Lupien, Walter & Gladys Starr, Mr & Mrs C N Baker, Mark & Judy McEuen, Mary Harper, 
Marilynn Gallaway, Jack & Marge Power, Cheryl Woodward, Wayne Peters, Michael & Deborah Basham, 
Stan Gould, R Leidenthal, Marion Fruhling, Floyd Carley, Will Taylor, Edith Ann Drewek, Deborah 
Lamm, Jerry & Barbara Newcomer, Barbara Parker, Nancy Prak,Phyllis Browning,Marc Los Huertos, 
Helen Walsh, Martha & Perry McCarty, 2 anonymous. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I • LONG LIVE fiJO LAkE.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 



At the Board of Directors' meeting, February 3, the Board voted to support marsh resto
ration in 10 acres adjacent to the yacht harbor in Palo Alto, after final deposition of 
dredge spoils.A majority of the Board expressed support of the work of the Condor Research 
Team, and the Board then approved expenses for transcription of the Condor Conference tapes. 

Am:..:.WE TI-IERE YET? .•.•••.•• REFLECTIONS ON WHERE WE*VE BEEN AND WHERE WE*RE GOING, •••• 

At the chapter workshop in June, we outlined goals to: create new committees; produce 
slide shows for use by the Education Committee; hire a full-time P.R. person; build and 
set up bluebird nest boxes; and increase our membership participation. After 8 months, 
have we accomplished all we set out to do? Are we there yet? ••••• /1-eation of a Photo 
Committee was one step in increasing our committee roster. Ably headed by that intrepid 
shutterbug, Doug Cheeseman, the committee has just finished the slides the Education 
Committee will use for their slide presentation 'School-yard Birds'. The fact that 12 
people contributed shows that we've involved some people who were not active before and 
increased our membership participation • • •• ••• • The dormant Social Committee got a shot 
in the arm when Martha Hunton volunteered to host the C.B . C. dinner, but if there are any 
more 'social butterflies' out there, we sure could use you ••••• • • With 2 more active com
mittees, I don't feel badly that we haven't hired a full time P.R. ··person, especially 
when Dave Nauer has done such an outstanding job of publicity . He.'s spent a lot of time 
and energy to see that our activities are in print . Ultimately, that should pay dividends 
in our membership rolls •••• • •• Neither the Condor Conference nor our Mono Lake ·Fund Drive 
were set as goals in June, but these important issues received our highest priority. Many 
thanks to Sue and Jim Liskovec and Linda Newberry, amd all the other Board members for 
their time and energy on those important projects •••• • • • • But, we can't rest on our laurels; 
there's more to be done. At this point, it looks like the bluebirds won't get their boxes 
in time for this year's nesting season. Yes, we have accomplished a lot, but we're not 
there yet! • ••••••• ••• •• •Phyllis Swanson, President, SCVAS 

7~ A~ ........... TIME FOR A CHANGE? 
The .tune hM c.ome l the wa1Juv., ;.,aid) :to :thlnk. o 6 ma.ny :thlng;., • Tw .tune U*;., youJt edlioJt 
who*;., .thlnfung of, ;.,ome:thlng we ;.,houi.d look. a.t pvuocuc.a.Uy: :the f,01tma.t a.nd c.on:ten:t of, 
:the AVOCET. The Boa.ltd of, V-Vtec.:toM hM, ove/t .the pM:t eJ..gh:t mon:th6, been 1tev,le.w,i,ng wo1tk. 
of, ongoing c.ommli:teu, a.nd in ea.Jt.ly Ap!til 1 ;.,ha.U he Jtepoltting :to .tha..t Boa.ltd a.nd fuc.u.1.i;.,,lng 
wha.t we-a.U :thlnk. .the AVOCET ;.,houi.d be. 16 you, :the 1tea.de1t (a.nd .the neJIJ.6.le:t:teJt ,l}.,, a.f,.te1t 
a.U, youM) hM :thoughtl.i a.bout wha.t you woui.d Uk.e :the AVOCET :to be, :then, :the .tune hM 
c.ome f,01t you :to pu:t youJt :thoughtl.i ,ln:to :the mail :ta: Ja.c.fue F1teebe1tg, 7.l5 Regal CouJt:t, 
Men.lo Pa.1tk., CA 94025. 

I •• I ••••••••••••••• Sc).£ TI-I I NGS TO WATCH FOR ••••••.••••.••.•••. I ••••••••••••• 

GENERAL MEETINGS: 
Wildflowers (with speaker from Mid-Peninsular Open Space District); 
Food fishes 
Annual pot luck • • •• all these at Baylands Interpretative Center. 

National Audubon Society National Convention, July 2-5, 1981 - Estes Park, Colorado. 

1981 Audubon Ecology Camp in the West (running 2-week sessions), June 1 through August 14. 

Audubon film series scheduled for Sunday afternoons at DeAnza College, January throguh March, 



THE YEAR THAT WAs ................. BY BILL &:>usMAN 
I ha.ve. ha.d .the. ple.MuJl.e. 06 .t.haJung o.thVt ob.t.Vl.vVt"'.t. Meld no.tu 6011. 
a. yea.Jr. now. The. nwnbVl. 06 ob.t.ell.va,tfon.t. I ha.ve. 11.e.c.elve.d ma.k.e. U 
po.t..t.ible. .to a.:ttemp.t a. .t.wnma.11.y 06 .the. fu.tubution 06 b-Uc..d6 in Sa.n.ta. 
Cla.Jr.a. County in 19 80. Be.6011.e. .t..ta.ll.ting, howe.vVt, I a.m going .to ma.k.e. 
a. 6 e,w ll.U ell. vcttlo M a.bo u..t .the. M e. 6 u.lnu.t. 0 6 .the. ll.U ul.,:,t6 • F iM.t, b,lJr.d6 

.tha..t Me. c..ommon 011. 6o.,,i_,,r_,ty c..ommon don*.t ge,.t 11.e.poll..te.d a.nd-a.ny.thing we. a.11.e. .to le.Mn a.bout .thw 
popu.£.a..t.,eon.t. mM.t c..ome. 611.0m c..e.n.t.M 06 ha.b-lta.,t,6 oil. ba.nding in6011.ma..uon. Se.c..ondty, .the. 11.e.
poll..t 06 a.n unc..ommon 011. Jr.a.Jr.e. .t.pe.uu ,l.t, good e.vide.nc..e. 06 .the. b,lJr.d*.t. p11.ue.nc..e.. The. a.b.t.e.nc..e. 
06 a. 11.e.poll..t, howe.vell., ma.y Qnly incuc.a..te. ne.gle.c..t 06 Meld ob.t.Vtve.M - .the. biM ma.y be. qu.lie. 
happy. in h,l.t, ha.bUa..t, · .to.tai.ly una.uwte. o 6 ouJl. c..o nc..ell.n.t.. 

The. Sa.n.ta. Cla.Jr.a. County c..he.c.k.U-0.t, pubwhe.d in 1975, fu:tl:i 291 .t.pe.uu 06 b,lJr.d6, 52 
06 whic..h Me. c..on.t.idVte.d c..Mua.l Oil. a.c..c.,lde.n.ta.l, -and 89 a.6 unc..ommon .to ll.a.ll.e.o AUhough I 
doubt my 11.e.c..011.d6 a.11.e. c..omp.te.te., .t.inc..e. public.mo n o 6 .the. Che.c..k.U-0.t a.no.th ell. 1 3 .t. pe.uu ha.v e. 
be.e.n 11.e.poll..te.d, inc...tucung 4 6011. 19800 Th,l.t, givu Sa.n.ta. C.ta.11.a. County a. .to:ta.t 06 304 .t.pe.uu. 
A:t .the. c..u.Jr.Jr.e.n.t 11.a..te. 06 inc.Jr.e.Me. we. will ha.ve. 11.e.c..011.de.d e.vVty b,lJr.d on .the. .t..ta..te. w.t by 
2035 (my 9311.d b,i,Jr..thda.y). The. 6ouJl. a.dd,l.t,lon.t. 6011. 1980 WVl.e. a. Wa.nde,Jr.,lng Ta..t.t.e.Vt .tha..t Iva.n 
Ba.11.nu a.nd Ed Helle.y 6ound on Gu.a.da.fupe. Slough on .the. Pa.lo Alto CBC; a.n -WJm. Se,m,i,pa.lma..te.d 
Sa.ndpipe11. .tha..t Vanna. Vil.tma.n ide.nU6ie.d be.hind .the. U Ca.mino Vog Ke.nnw, 211'Au.gdJ.d; a. 
B11.oa.d-.ta,l.te.d Hwnmingb,lJr.d .tha..t v,l.t,Ue.d Ed Sc..ha.e.6e11.*.t. 6e.e.dVt in July; a.nd .the. PUe.a..te.d Wood
pe.c..k.e11. 6ound by Von Sc..hmoid.t a.nd Jim RoMo wu.t 06 Ca.la.vVl.a.6 Ru. in Ma.11.c..h. 06 .the. 65 
.t.pe.uu in .the. c..Mu.a..t 011. a.c..ude.n.ta.l c..a..te.go11.y I ha.ve. 11.e.poll.:tl:i 06 12 o.the.M .t.e.e.n in a.dd,l.t,lon 
.to .the. 4 me.nUone.d a.bove.. Well, w.Uh ai.l ,th,l.t, nwnbVl. juggling _, you ma.y .t.Mpe.c..t I like. 
nwnbe.M bettVt .tha.n biJr.d6, bu..t .te.t*.t. .t.e.e. i6 we. c..a.n 6ind .t.ome. Me.6u.l in6011.ma..uon hVte.. The. 
11.e.a.l futinc..t,lon be:twe.e.n unc..ommon .to Jr.Me. a.nd c..Mu.a..t 011. a.c..ude.n.ta.l ,l.t, .tha..t .the. 6011.mVt 
Me. pa.11..t 06 OuJl. e.xpe.c..te.d a.vi6a.u.na., .the. la.:ttVt Me. no.t-. Wah a. gll.e.a..t de.a..t 06 time. ,ln .the. 
6ie..td a.nd ob.t.Vtvbig .the. c..oll.ll.e.et ha.b-lta.,t,6 we. .t.hould 6ind e.vVty one. 06 .the. unc..ommon .to Jr.a.Jr.e. 
.t.pe.uu. Bu..t 6011. .the. a.c..c.,lde.n.ta.l Oil. c..Mu.a.l b,tll.d6 U*.t. 11.e.ai.ly a. ma.:ttVt 06 luc..k.. Bu..t u ,l.t, 
.th,l.t,-00 unda.Jz.y wkvi-eo we. ma.y ve.11.y well ~e.e. popu.tcttlon e.ha-¥tgU-- hut,db -dy.ing out.-t:Mou.gh £066 

06 ha.bi.ta..t, Oil. new .t.pe.uu . e.xpa.nding .the)A Ji.a.nge.. 06 .the. Che.c..k.w.t .t.pe.uu undVl. c..Mua..t 
Oil. ac..ude.n.ta.l .thll.e.e. .6.ta.nd ou..t in ,th,l.t, 11.Upe.c..to I he. 6fu.t ac..c..e.p.te.d ll.e.c..011.d 06 .the. U.t.t.te. 
Blue. HVton in Cali6011.n-la WM a.n immo c.oUe.c..te.d a..t Bode.ga. Ba.y in T964. The. 6fu.t c..oun.ty 
11.e.c..011.d WM a.n imm. a..t .the. Ba.y.ta.nd6 in 1967. Sinc..e. .the.n .the.y ha.ve. be.e.n 11.e.poll..te.d in 9 06 
.the. 14 ye.a.11..6 ,· inc...tucUng a.n a.duU in b11.e.e.d-Lng plwnma.ge. a..t .th,e. Af..v,l.t,o hVtony .th,i,.t, ye.a.Jr.. 
A .6e.c..ond po.t..t.ible. c..andida..te. 6011. 11.a.nge. e.xpa.n.t.ion ,l.t, .the. FeNutginoM Ha.wk.. The.y a.11.e. a.nun
c..ommon W<.n.tell. v,l.t,J.;to11. on .the. e.M.t .t.ide. 06 .the. VJ:.a.blo Ra.nge., a.nd 1 hii.ve. 11.e.poll.:tl:i 6011. 3 06 
.the. la.6.t 5 ye.a.ll..6, M uai.ly on .the. wu.te.11.n e.dge. o 6 .the. Via.blo Range.. I.6 .th,i,.t, a. 11.e.a..t e.x
pa.n.t.io n? LM.te.y, .the. Le.Mt T Vl.n hM be.e.n 11.e.c..011.de.d in 4 o 6 .the. la.6.t 9 ye.a.11..6 • We. know .thVte. 
,l.t, a. b11.e.e.ding c..olony a..t Ala.me.da. Na.va.l Afll. S.ta.tion; pVtha.p.t. .thu e. 11.e.c..011.d6 .tha..t 6ai.l in July 
a.nd AugM.t a.11.e. 611.0m .tha..t c..olo ny. 

06 ouJl. 89 unc..ommon .to Jr.a.Jr.e. .t.pe.uu I only ha.ve. 11.e.pow 6011. 59, le.a.ving 30 una.c..c..oun.te.d 
6011.. 06 .thue., 11a.Jr.e. -0e.Mho11.e. .t.pe.uu a.nd Me. ge.nVl.ai.ly cu66ic..uU .to 6~nd. Ano.thVt 3 Me. 
mon.ta.ne. .t.pe.uu a.nd pVtha.p.6 we. .t.hou.td only .t.e.e. .them duJl.,lng iMuptive. ye.a.11..6. 06 .the. 11.e.
ma.,lnde11. nine. ha.ve. b11.e.d in Sa.n.ta. Cla.Jr.a. County a.nd .thu e. Me. pe11.ha.p.t. .the. mo.t..t pe11.ple.ung. 
Long-e.a.11.e.d Owl6 Me. Jr.a.ll.e. a.ntjWhe.Jr.e. in Cali6011.nia.. One. Wa.6 .6e.e.n in 1979, bu..t no 11.e.poll.:tl:i in 
19800 1 a.m .t.Ull.e. Va.ux*.t. SW<.o:tl:i c..a.me. .thll.ough duJr,,lng .t.pMng migll.a.tion; .ta.c..k. 06 a. nuting 
11.c..e.c..011.d ,i,.t, no.t .6Ull.p1U,6ing M we. a.11.e. a..t .the. .t.ou.thVtn e.nd 06 .thw 11.a.nge.o· Ba.nk. Swa.UaW.6 
ha.ve. nu.te.d a.long .the. Pa.j Mo RivVt, bu..t no 11.e.pow .th,i,.t, ye.a.Jr.. Vip*e.Jt ,l.t, ll.all.e. in .the. c..oM:tal 
11.a.ngu, a.nd U WM 11.e.poll..te.d in 19 7 9, bu..t no 11.e.poll..t .th,i,.t, yea.11.0 Bot Win.tVt a.nd Ca.nyo n Wll.e.n.t. 
b11.e.e.d in .the. c..oun.ty, p11.o ba.b.ty WVte. he11.e. a.ga.,ln ,th,l.t, ye.a.Jr., bu..t no 11.e.pow ~ Two Wa.Jr.ble.M .tha..t 
ha.ve. b11.e.d in .the. pM.t wVte. un1te.poll..te.d: Mac..G,l,t,t,lv11.a.y*.t. Wa.11.ble.11. a.nd Yellow-b11.e.M.te.d Cha.to 
Me. .the. ma.11.gina.l b11.e.e.de.M hVte. 011. j M.t unJte.poll..te.d? Finally .the. Gll.M-0 ho ppVl. Spa.ll.ll.ow--;;;-a. 
ll.all.e. .t.pe.uu .tha..t b11.e.e.d6 in c..o.toniu o In 11.e.c..e.n.t ye.a.11..6 U ha.6 be.e.n 6ound nu-ting ,<,n Af..wn 
Roc..k. Pa.11.k. a.nd ne.a.11. Coyote., bu..t no 11.e.poll..t ~ ye.a.Jr.. I*ve. me.nUone.d .tho.6e. 9 .t.pe.uu .to .6tim
u..ta..te. in.te11.u.t. Ont ye.a.11.*.6 da-ta., no ma.:ttVt how .tho11.ough (a.nd a ,l.t,n*.t) doe..6n*.t give. M a. 
11.e.a.l pic..tUll.e.o I wlU a.ppll.e.ua..te. youJl. c..omme.n:tl:i. 



THE CONDOR CONFERENCE 

On Saturday, January 24, 1981, SCVAS sponsored a Condor Con
ference at Fbothill College in the Los Altos Hills. The confer
ence, which ran from 9 AM to past 5 PM, was attended by an inter
ested and enthusiatic audience of about 150 people. A poll by the 
speaker showed the audience to be comprised of many avid Auduboners 
many of which have handled birds during banding procedures, with a 
large number having handled large birds in this capacity. 

first 
and othells, 

surprisingly 

The conference was opened by SCVAS President Phyllis Swanson who introduced the first speake¼ 
Dr. Richard Mewaldt. Dr. Mewaldt spoke on behalf of the American Ornithologists' Union, the 
Cooper Ornithological Society, and the U.S. Section of the International Council for Bird 
Preservation. Following Mewaldt, Mr. Brian Walton, Coordinator of the Predatory Bird Group 
at UC Santa Cruz presented his organization's position. Mr. Michael McCloskey, as Executive 
Director, then spoke on the Sierra Club's efforts and position on the Condor question. Final
ly the morning section of "position statements" was concluded by a plea from Mr. Fred Eissler, 
President of the Scenic Preservation Conference in Santa Barbara. 

After a short break, the next 2 hours were filled with slides and information presented by 
the staff of the Condor Research Center. Mr. John Borneman introduced biologists Noel Snyder 
and John Ogden, who showed slides on the Center's summer research on Condors in Peru and 
South Africa in preparation for handling Condors in California. 

After a lunch break the Conference resumed with speakers giving "alternative positions" to the 
current program. Mr. David Phillips represented David Brower and the Friends of the Earth 
as their Wildlife Programs Coordinator. Mr. Eben McMillan spoke as a naturalist, an author 
on Condors, and a rancher living within the Condor range in Southern California. Mr. Jerry 
Emory followed McMillan and presented the Golden Gate Audubon Society's position on the 
Condor issue. 

A panel comprised of the Conference's speakers (with Mark Palmer taking McCloskey's place) 
was formed and responded to written questions from the audience in the afternoon. Following 
the answering of many of the audience's questions (time prohibited all of the questions from 
being answered), the Fish & Wildlife film showing the Condor Research Team's investigation 
of the 2 known nests this year, and the death of the Condor chick, was shown with John Ogden 
acting as narrator. Later, more questions were responded to by the panel, with Toastmaster 
Jeanne Bernard serving as volunteer moderator for the day. (Thank you Jeanne). 

The officers and board of SCVAS has been concerned over the possibility of the pending 
extinction of the California Condor, and over the controversy amongst many scientists, natu
ralists and environmental groups on how to best work to avoid this extinction. By inviting 
everyone involved in past or present Condor research and those environmental groups involved 
in the problem, it was SCVAS's intent no present to its membership and the concerned public 
as much information as possible on the Condor, on the current recovery program, and on alter
native positions regarding this program. A patient, long-enduring audience heard most of 
this nation's key people involved in work with the Condor issue. It is ·scVAS's hope that 
sufficient information was presented, and questions answered to enable those attending to 
have a clearer view of the problem, and possible future solutions. Hopefully, through more 
dissemination of information about this problem, all of us will be able to make clearer 
decisions about the future of not only the California Condor, but about our influence on the 
entire fabric of the Earth. (We are working on publishing the Proceedings from the ConfeY
ence. Notification of availability wilL appear in the Avocet). 

---- L. Newberry, V.P. 



FIELD TRIP REPORT -- JANOOY 18 
About 20 birders braved a chilly morning to visit Alameda Creek and asso c i ated ponds in 
Nileso We were .re warded with a fine assortment , inc l uding flo cks of Wood Ducks , Ring 
necked Ducks , and White - throated Swifts, plus several Common Mergansers and a Sharp - shinned 
Hawk. Twice , a Green Heron landed and posed on a rock for uso In good light , his back 
was greenish and his cap definitely green . Spotted Sandpipers were there and Greater 
Yellowlegs waded along the stream.a Interesting birds seen only on the scouting trip 
were Golden Eagle , Common Gallinule , American Bittern, and Li ncoln Sparro wo. Altogether , 
76 species were seen . ooooooPhil Hand , leader 

S F Jim Rosso will lead a desert trip to Joshua Tree National Monu
PRING EVEF.ta,,,,,,,,,,,, ment , Salton Sea and Borrego State Park , April 11- 170 Over 130 

species of birds have been seen on previous trips . Call Jim (251 - 3582) . 

TAKE ALONG A GOOD BOOK: Now available: Birds of Southern California , St atus and 
distribution. Includes species accounts , material on biogegraphy , taxonomy and population 
trends and seasonal bar graphso 19 . 95 from Southern California Birds , c/o Audubon Hous e , 
7377 Santa Monica Blvd. , Los Angeles , CA 90046. 

BOX SCORE OF SPECIES LISTINGS 

Category Endanr,ered ThrNtened 
U.S. Foreign U.S. Foreign ----

Mammals 32 241 3 
Birds 88 159 3 
Reptllea 13 81 10 
Amphibians 5 8 3 
Flahea 34 15 12 
Snell• 2 1 5 
Clams 23 2 0 
Crustaceans 1 0 0 
lnaecta 7 0 8 
Pienta 51 2 8 
TOTAL 234 489 50 

Number of species currently proposed : 17 animals 
10 plants 

Number of Crmcal Habitats listed: 48 
Number of Recovery Teams appo inted: 68 
Number of Recovery Plans approved : 39 
Number of Cooperative Agreements signed with States : 

37 (fish & wildlife) 
8 (plants) 

21 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 

29 

Spec/ea Total 

279 
214 

75 
18 
57 

8 
25 

1 
13 
80 

750 

November 30 , 1980 

STILL ENDANGERED, oR 

THREAID~ED 

Have you yet read "The 
Vanishing Ark " by Norman 
Myers ? 

Among the flyers coming over the editor ' s desk this month is one detailing a symposium, 
"Tr opical Forests of the Americas : will .they survive? " - to be held in Ecuador in early 
April and sponsored by a number of conservation organizations , including the National 
Audubon Society . This editor had the eye - opening experience in January of spending several 
days in the rain forest at La Selva (Costa Rica) and becoming aware first - hand that the 
problem is not that removed from our life in California . The forests are going fast , 
and with them the wildlife - and even the source of some of our medicineso La Selva , ope 
rated by the Organiiation for Tropical Studies , is one of four sites that the National 
Science Foundation has decided should be funded - in part by private fundso The Directors 
have asked me to publicize their plight . (And in passing I will mention that one of the 
exciting observations there was the Collared Forest Falcon.) 



FIELD NOTES - by Bill Bousman 

March comes with a promise of spring. Our first 
Swallows return in late February and early March. Oak 
flower and leaf buds swell and open and this attracts 

for evening 
buds. 

some of the montane species into urban areas. Look 
grosbeaks, purple finches and pine siskins feeding on the 

A Whistling Swan was at Pescadero Marsh 6 Feb. and may have been one of the birds re-
ported in December. Two imm. White-fronted Geese were seen flying over the Baylands 
on 10 Jan. The Blue-winged Teal have apparently remained at the Baylands with three reported 
by Dave Houle (DH) 18 Jan. The Redheads wintering on Charleston Slough are up to 80 (DH), 
and following our Jan. rains 15 or so have shown up on then. pond in the Palo Alto Flood 
Control Basin. The pair of Hooded Mergansers on the small reservoir w. of Skylonda found on 
the Palo Alto CBC had been joined by four others at least through 6 Feb. An adult Bald Eagle 
was still at Calaveras Res. as of 28 Jan (DH). A Mountain Quail was heard between Castle 
Rock and Saratoga Gap on 17 Jan. (DH). A small population lives in the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
but does not apparently cross the border into Santa Clara County where it is unrecorded. 
Twelve Saw-whet Owls were reported from Mt. Madonna County Park (DH) for the Moss Landing CBC 
1 Jan. A Pine Siskin flew into the Liscovec's window in Los Altos in January and is now a 
specimen. Ron Lecount has had a White-throated Sparrow coming to his feeder in Cupertino 
since before Thanksgiving, and a second was seen at the end of January. 

Further a field the SCVAS rare bird trip on 10 Jan. found the Harlequin Duck and Oldsquaw at 
Moss Landing, the Eastern Pheobe at El Encinal Cemetary in Monterey, and the Olivaceous Fly
catcher along Brandforte in Santa Cruz. The SCVAS trip to Panache Valley 7 Feh found many 
of the local specialties including a Harlan's Hawk (subspecies of the Red-tailed Hawk). 2 
Ferruginous Hawks (plus a third ~n the way home n. of Hollister), 2-3 Mountain Plover, Lewis' 
Woodpeckers, a Tree Swallow, Sage Thrasher, 30-40 Mountain Bluebirds, 2 Phainopeplas and 
Vesper Sparrows. 

If you see an "uncommon to rare" share your notes, call me or drop me a line. Bill Bousman, ,.-/ 
321 Arlington Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (322-5282) 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Inc. 
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The AVOCET i6 pu.bl.i.!,he.d monthly 
e.xee.pt Juli.{ and Au.qMt and 
Hnt to NA~ me.mbe.,v, in th.i.6 
Me.a. .'Jonme.mbrM ean ,1,u.b-~elL.i.be. 
a.t $5. 00 ~OIL the. c.a.le.ndM tje.M. 
Send diangu 06 addlle&-6 and 
6u.b6c.lL.i..ption ILe.que& U to : 
KIL.i.,1,U r,1U.e.y, 1200 Woodland Ave. . . 
/,fe.l'l-lo PaJt.k . CA 9402 5. 
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AVOCET: IO.th 06 the. month. 


