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you~ response to the fundraising cam p aign for Mono Lake has been 
heartwarming , Over half of the $4000 challenge to the membership 
has been raised. Member contributions totalling $2044 plus $8000 
from the habitat preservation fund bring our total to $10,044, 
leaving only $:L956 needed to reach our goal of $12,000. Our special 
thanks to all of you who got the campaign off to such a good start. 

Your chapter's efforts have not gone unnoticed , Dick Martyr , Audubon ~estern Regional 
Offic e , S~cram ento, writes -

. .. on behalf of the Na tional Audubon Society may I extend our gratitude to 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society for your recent significant financial commitment 
to Mono Lake .. , we at the Western Regional Office have always been proud of the 
support our local chapters give when needed, but your exceptional effort on Mono 
Lake is a source of special pride .. , 

W!=._ h?~~ y~u ~_.i}) J9.!.1.!. ~~ o_~. ~~~~A!Y 2}._ f?! a_n '=:_~eni?:I_ with George Peyton '.\lational Audubon 
S.ociety board member . Seorge has been actively involved in the effort to save this very 
special pla ce and will present a s:1;1-de s_!-'1ow __ a!19- up_d__a!~. <?E. -':.1-?E? Lake . 

Please remember that the wildlife of Mono Lake is <lepending on us. The gulls grebes 
and phalarooes need your help . Please join us and send your tax - deductible contribution 
of $25 . $50, $100 or more 
today. Every gift will 
help save '-tono Lake 

Dave , 
Phyllis , 
Jim 
Sue. 

says 

THANK YOU, 

See you at the 
gen eral meeting . 
on January 21 

FOR THE GULLS, GREBES AND PHALAROPES OF MONO 
LAKE, HERE IS MY CONTRIBUTION OF 

$25 --- $50 --- $100 --- Other 

Name -----------------------
Address 

City ______________ Zip ______ _ 

Please make your check payable to: N. A. S. -Mono Lake. 
Contributions are tax-deductible. Mail to: 
NAS-Mono Lake, 1719 Christina Drive, Los Altos, 94022. 



A CONFERENCE ABOUT THE SURVIVAL 

OF THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR o) 

iaturday 
January 24,19B1 

A DAY DEVOTED TO AN INDEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR'S 

CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL. SPEAKERS WILL INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE CONDOR 

RECOVERY TEAM, LOCAL AUDUBON CHAPTERS AND CONSERVATION GROUPS~2)& 

THERE WILL BE FILMS( 3)AND A QUESTION/DISCUSSION SESSION. 

PLACE: FOOTHILL COLLEGE 
12345 S. EL MONTE 
LOS ALTOS HILLS 

,.REGISTRATION: 
SEND $3.00 TO: 
THE CONDOR CONFERENCE 
16675 BUCKSKIN COURT 
MORGAN HILL, CA 95037 

♦ Preregistration Encouraged 

ii------- Lz-Po: {'lot) 1?'1-i'' 9tl 

½ ~ .€,,....d,. 

BIGGER THAN THE CONDOR ..... a news note. 

(1) SPONSORED BY THE 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Paleontologists have found in Argentina the skeleton of a prehistork teratorn , 
with a wingspan of about 7, 5 m. , and an estimated wei ght of about 7 5 kg. - he U eved 
to be the biggest bird that ever flew (Some old birds were not flyers · some old 
flyers were not birds) Scientists have long thought that teratorns were close 
relatives of condors and were scavengers: Kenneth Campbell, who helped study the 
bones last year . now considers the gigantic hirds to be related to storks and vultures 
and to he predators, The long, narrow ., hooked beak aRd, j aw mechanism is of a hird 
that grabbed and swallowed whole small animals . Previously , teratorns were found 
only in four localities , includin g C.alifornia , 

AND ABOUT ANOTHER ENDANGERED SPECIES .. with an apology to the Desert Tortoise Preserve 
Committee for misleading information in the Novemher AVOCET: 

It is the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee which has been responsible for the 
establishment of the nesert Tortoise Natural Area : the Desert Tortoise Council which is 
concerned with preservation of wild tortoises in general works on a four-state level and 
its principal actvity ·is an annual symposium on the condition of the population · the 
California Turtle and Tortoise Club is concerned with pet turtles and tortoises . AND 
the area of the Natural area is 40 square miles (quite a bit more than than the 2 plus 
quoted by the AVOCET) 



YoWt EDUCATION COMMITTEE ,u., bMy .toofun.g 601t -0.t.i.dv., 601t a. pa.dz.et on 
Tho.be a.Jte. c.ommon. b-iJr.dJ.,, like Ca.Li.6oJuua. gutl.6 in va.uoM pf.wna.gv.,, 
B1tewe1t '.6 a.rid ~e.d-v.u.ng e.d Bf.a.c.k.b-iJr.dJ., Mo c.fung b,<_,JtdJ., Ro bin.6 . Killde.e.Jt, 
S.ta..h..Un.g.6 ~e.d--.ta.ile.d Ha.wk.-6, HoMe. Spa.Mow, HoMe. Fin.c.h, MoWtn.in.g 
Vove.m SCJLu.b Ja.y Sh!tilze. i'<e,~,t,z_ef. An.n.a.1.6 Hwnmin.gbiltd, '.•Jlu.te. c.1town.e.d 
Zpa.1t1tow. Do you ha.ve. .6 ome whlc.h you would a.Uow .to be dup.t.i.c.a.te.d 

~]U.lY~RD 

BIRDS 

~ 
601t .th,u., woltthy c.a.!L6e.? 16 .60, pie.Me J.ie.n.d .thv.,e. g.towin.~ e.xa.mptv., o0 .tfie. 
.to Voug Che.Me.man, 20800 Ki.tVl-e.dge Rd, , Salt.a..toga. 95070. 

pho.tog1ta._r.:,he.M I a.Jtt 

HENRY W, CCE STA'TE PARK is looking for docents, to assist with the museum, nature hikes , 

demonstrations and evening programs. Volunteers will he expected 
to participate in five days training on weekends in February and March and donate a minimum 
of eight hours a months for the months of ~arch through July , For information or applica
tions call (408) 779-2728 or write Henry W. Coe State Park , P , 0. Box 846, ~organ Hill , 
CA 95037. Deadline is January 17. 

CL~SSES,. TRAVEL OPPO~T! ,~~!TIES_.· ITC. 
FOR IDENTIFYING SHORE BIRDS: Weekly classes visiting a different top 
week . Meets Tuesday . 9 : 30 A\f until 12:30 P\.f, hegi.nni'ng January 6, at 
For novice or experjenced birder. Contact Alice Hoch (instructor) at 
or 657-0475 , or show up at first class 

birding snot each 
Fremont Adult School. 
791-584l(school) 

FOR ANOTHER WHALE TRIP: with Youth Science Institute, January 4 , 10 . 18 or 25 , out of 
Monterey. $20 for members . $25 for non-members Reserve with the Institute at 258-4322 
or 258-7382. 

FOR STUDYING OCEAN BIRDS OFF MORRO BAY: February 8-15, or June 21-July 1 . Assemhly point, 
\forro Bay. Contribution $590. Contact University Research Expeditions Program IIREP, 
Desk A, University of California , Berkeley 94720 (415-642-6586). 

FOR NATURAL HISTORY OF MARINE MAMMALS & BIRDS OF TIIE CALIFORNIA COAST: This class includes 
discussion and Kodachrome slides of Gray , Humpback, Blue and Killer whales, nlus sea otters, 
Stellers and California sea lions , harbor seals , Brown Pelicans, cormorants, loons , grehes, 
shearwaters . alcids . and mermaids , etc Place: DeAnza Colle ge , Hinson Camnus Center , 7:30-
9 : 30 PM, Thursdays, ,Jan. 8 , 15 23 . Cost , $15 for 3 lectures. Instructor: Doug Cheeseman . 
Contact Short Course Office, 996-4673 or 4674. 

t\ND -~ GXJD BOJK,, •, , ... , . reconunended enthusiastically lJy Esther Ollis. 

Animal bays (Wm Morrow & Co,, 1980 - $10 95) is the engaging and 
informative story of Desmond~1orris -, his childhood on the Wiltshire Downs, through his prep
school years of researching the noctur~l migration of toads and his university and graduate 
years with the greats and pioneers of animal ethology to his career as Curator of .lammals 
at the London Zoo and producer-commentator of a live animal show for BBC. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS ________________ _ 

Jan. 1 Moss Landing Christmas Count, Thurs. Contact John and Ricky Warriner, (408) 722-5589. 

Jan. 3 Panache Valley Christmas Count, Sat. Contact Carolyn Frederiksen, (408) 688-7232. 
Please note that Carolyn's phone number in the December Avocet was incorrect. 

Jan. 3 Boat Trip, Sat., 7:45 AM - 3 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. Cost, $19 per person. 

Jan. 4 

Trips leave from Sam's Fishing on Fisherman's Wharf, Monterey. Reserve with check 
payable to Debi Millichap, 302 Oxford Way, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. Send a stamped, self
addressed envelope for confirmation. Gray Whales should be migrating, Alcids, Fulmar 
and Kittiwakes are abundant in winter. January trips do fill up, so check with Debi, 
(408) 425-8111, before signing up. Leaders: Ted Chandik and Alan Baldridge. 

Arroyo Cheap Thrills Christmas Count, Sun. Novato. Contact Dave Shuford 669-7429. 

Jan.10 Field Trip, Sat. 9 AM. Rare Bird Trip. Meet behind Denny's at the end of Hwy.17 in 
Santa Cruz. Take the Central District exit, Denny's is on the right. Christmas counts 
always turn up rare birds. We will look for a few of the best in the Monterey Bay 
area. Leader: David Houle (856-1069). 

Jan.10 Whale Trip, Sat., 7:45 AM - 2 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. For details, see 
Jan.3 boat trip. Leader: Rod Norden. 

Jan.11 

Jan.13 

Jan.14 

Jan.17 

Jan.17 

Jan.18 

Jan.18 

Jan.21 

Birdwalk for Beginners, Sun. 9 AM, Stevens Creek Park. From Hwy.280 in Cupertino, 
take Foothill Blvd. west for about 3 mi. Meet in the parking lot by the dam. The 
emphasis of this morning walk will be wintering land birds, the kind you might find 
in your yard or the local park. Leader: David Houle (856-1069). 

Bird Discussion Group, Tues. 9:30 AM, at home of Eve Case, 20537 Verde Vista Lane, 
Saratoga. Topic: European birding. 

Field Trip, Wed. 8:30 AM.> Ed Levin County Park. From San Jose, no. on Hwy.17, east 
at Mtn. View-Alviso Rd. Turn off to Calaveras Blvd., go about 4 mi. to duck pond on 
south side of Calaveras Rd. Leader: Harry V. Latham (734-2326). 

Field Trip, Sat. 9 AM, Palo Alto Baylands. From Hwy.101 take Embarcadero Rd. east to 
the Yacht Harbor. Meet in the parking area for the duck pond. Bring the whole family 
and spend the day shorebirding, ducking and railing. There will be a healthy high 
tide, so the wintering Sharp-tailed Sparrow may be seen again. Leader: Allen Royer 
(251-6133). 

Whale Trip, Sat. 7:45 AM - 2 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. See Jan.3 trip for 
details. Leader: Rod Norden. 

Field Trip, Sun, 8:30 AM, Alameda Creek Regional Trail. From San Jose take 680 north 
to Fremont. Take the 2nd Mission Blvd. exit. Go north 4 mi. and cross Alameda Creek. 
Turn right on Niles Canyon Rd., _go 100-200 yds. then right onto Old Niles Canyon Rd. 
and cross creek again. The parking lot is below the road on your left about 150 yds. 
past the bridge. From Palo Alto, take Hwy.84 across Dumbarton Bridge until it becomes 
Niles Canyon Rd., then turn right on Old Niles Canyon Rd. Bring lunch if desired. 
Wood Duck, Common Merganser, and Green Heron are regular here. Leader: Phil Hand 
(851-2623). 

Whale Trip, Sun., 7:45 AM - 2 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. See Jan.3 trip for 
details. Leader: Don Roberson. 

General Meeti~g, Wed., 7:30 PM, Lucy Evans (Baylands) Interpretive Center, end of 
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. George Peyton, member of the board of Directors of Nation
al Audubon, will give a slide presentation and update on MONO LAKE. Please come to see 
the slides of this beautiful area east of Yosemite and hear about the legal battle to 
save the lake. Social hour 7:30 PM, program begins at 8:00 PM. 



Jan.23 Discussion Group, 9 PM, Meet at H. Kienitt's, 632 Univ. Dr., #1, Menlo Park for car 
pool to Dumbarton Environmental Center. Brown bag. 

Jan.24 Condor Conference, Sat. 9-4 at Foothill College, 12345 s. El Monte, Los Altos Hills, 
CA. See p.2 this issue of the AV0CET. Take Hwy.280, exit at S. El Monte near Los 
Altos Hills. Park in the parking lot at the bottom of the hill below the college and 
follow the signs (and the crowds, we hope!). (408) 779-8694. 

Jan.25 Field Trip, Sun., 8 AM, Coyote River Park in Morgan Hill. Take Hwy.101 south to 
Morgan Hill, turn left at the Capri restaurant onto Cochran Rd. Continue east on 
Cochran 2 mi. to the park. Do not get back on 101. Meet in the parking lot at the 
north end of the park. Lake, riparian, oak woodland, and chaparral habitats. 
Leader: Susie Formenti (779-8694). 

Jan.28 Field Trip North, Wed., 9 AM, Palo Alto Flood Control Basin and Charleston Slough. 

Jan.31 

Feb. 1 

Feb. 7 

reu. o 

Feb.14 

Feb.21 

Feb.21 

Feb.25 

Feb.27 

Meet at the Audubon bulletin board by the duck pond at the east end of Embarcadero Rd. 
We will carpool from there. Leader: Dolores Norton (941-1666). 

Whale Trip, Sat., 7:45 AM - 2 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. See Jan.3 trip for 
details. Leader: Alan Baldridge. 

Field Trip, Sun., Merced and Los Banos Wildlife Refuges. An excellent area for 
wintering geese, raptors, Sandhill Cranes, Whistling Swans, White-faced Ibis, etc. 
Due to the extreme popularity of this trip, it will be strictly limited to 30 people 
in no more than ten cars. There will also be a second trip Feb.21. Please do not 
sign up unless you are certain you can make it. To reserve a place, call the leaders: 
Mike Newcomer (736-4176), and Jim Rosso (251-2582). 

Field Trip, Sat., Panoche Pass. We will be looking for wintering hawks and sparrows, 
Mtn. Plover, Mtn. Bluebirds, Lewis' Woodpeckers, and the elusive Chukar. All day 
trip. Call leaders for further info. and ride sharing. Leaders: Sue & Jim Liskovec 
(969- 5542 eves.) 

Field Trip, Sun. 9 AM, Deer Hollow Farm. In Los Altos, Take Foothill Expwy to its 
intersection with St. Joseph Ave., and Grant Rd. Follow St. Joseph to the 280 over
pass, where we will meet. Leader: Frank Farran (252-3874). 

Photography Field Trip, Sat., Elkhorn Slough. Call Doug for details. Leaders: Doug 
Cheeseman (867-1371), Pete LaTourette, and Ken Gardiner. 

Field Trip, Sat., Merced and Los Banos Wildlife Refuges. A repeat of the Feb.I trip. 
This trip will also be limited. Call for reservations and details. Leader: David 
Houle (856-1069). 

Boat Trip, Sat., 7:45 AM - 3 PM, Monterey Bay Pelagic Excursion. See Jan.3 trip for 
details. Leaders: Ted Chandik and Arnold Small. 

Field Trip North, Wed., 9 AM, Searsville Lake. From 280 go west on Sand Hill Rd. 
about 2 mi. to entrance on left (opposite Portola Rd.). Gates will be locked at 9:15 
and trip will last until about noon. Audubon members only. Leader: Carol Zabel 
(948-5671). 

Discussion Group 9 PM, at Adel Vallarino's, 930 Arboles, Atherton. 



FIELV NOTES - 13.lU. BoU6ma.n 

Oct.obvr. and Novembvr. have. be.e.n good mon.th6 a..6 W-i.n.tvr. Jr..a.Ju.,U.U .6:taJr.:t 
:t.o .6how up. The. 6fu.t 1t.eal high u.de. 06 .the. .6ea..6on bl(.ought a. Re.d
ne.c.ke.d G1t.e.be. .to .the. Bayta.n~ on 22 Nov. (RBA Tape.). Th-w .6pe.c.Te::6 ,,~ 
.u 1t.a1t.e. e.ve.n a.long .the. c.oa..6.t. Va.ve. Houle. (VH) 1t.e.polt.te.d .the. ~ 
6fu.t Amvuc.a.n RU:tvr.n 06 the. .6ea..6on .in .the. Pa.lo Alto Flood '1~ 
Con.tit.al Ba..61.n (PAFCB) on 25 Oc.t. The.y have. be.e.n 1t.e.gul.M .thvr.e. 
.6.inc.e. .the.n. Blue.-W-i.nge.d Teal c.ont.inue. .to be. .6e.e.n .in .the. £.a.goon at .the. Ba.ylan~, at lea..6.t 
.th!t.ough eaJr.ly Ve.c.embe.1t.. A Re.dhe.ad Wa..6 .in .the. PAFCB on 17 Oc.t (VH and 13.lU. PtLUi.am) • The. Mo.6.6 
La.nd.ing SCVAS 6.ie.ld :tlup 6ound a.n O~quaw among o.thvr. de.Ughu 26 Oc.t. Joe. AtfuMon no.te.d a. 
pa.ilt. 06 adult FWtug-i.noU.6 Hawk4 .in .the. 600.t~ ea..6.t 06 San Jo.lie. 8 Nov., plt.e.v.ioU.6 .to that he. 
.6aw a.n 0.6Y;Jte.Y the.1t.e. on 18 Oc.t. PILa.ilt.,i_e. Fa.lc.on.6 have. been 1t.e.polt.te.d 61t.om the .6outh bay W-i.th one. 
at M:tn. V-<.e.w' .6 Sho1t.e.Une. PMk on 21 Sep • .6e.e.n by V.ic.k Stovel (VS), 2 at Coyote. H.l.U6 RP on 
the 22 Oc.t. SCVAS 6.ie.ld :tlup, and a.nothvr. .6.igh:tlng the.1t.e. on .the 31 .6.t. A Pvr.e~ne. Wa..6 .6ee.n 
at Mo.6.6 La.nd.ing 12 Oc.t. (VH et a.l) MolLe .6.igh:tlng.6 06 Me./t.U.n.6 ma.de. U a. good 6 c.on autumn W-i.th 
one. at Se.a!t..6ville. Lake. on 12 and 16 Nov. (CMol Za.be.l), and a.nothe.1t. .in Pa.lo Alto on 5 Ve.c.. (VS). 
A 1t.e.polt.t 06 a.n Upland Sandp.ipe.!t. 6ly.ing ac.1t.o.6.6 .the. PAFCB .1 Nov • .i.6 .ta.n:ta.Uz.ing (John Sh.ipma.n). 
Th-w .6pe.uu .i.6 exc.e.ecllngly 1t.a1t.e .in no!t.the.1t.n CaU601t.n.ia, and un6oldu.nate.ly d.id not .6.ta.y Mound 
:t.o be pho.tog1t.aphed 601t. po.6.tvr.-i..ty. Th-w Wa..6 a. p1t.e.t.ty good 6all 601t. Pec.te.lt.al Sa.nd}.ipe!t..6 .in .the 
loc.a.l Me.a W-i.th 1 at .the Baylan~ 7 Oc.t. (Fe.1t.ol BUM.i.6 l, and 2 at Mo66itt F.i..elil O Od. Joe 
W.i.6.6e.l 1t.epolt.ted a.n .imm. Palr:.a..6Wc. Ja.egvr. pelt..6u.ing a. FoM.te.1t.' .6 .tvr.n ovvr. the d.iku n. 06 Alv.i.60 
9 Nov. Pvr.hap.6 .tw Wa..6 the .6ame b-<.1t.d 1t.epolt.ted late.IL 61t.om Coyote H.l.U6 on the. RBA .tape. 
Thayvr.' .6 Gull.6 have been 1t.epolt.ted 61t.om a. numbvr. 06 loc.a:Uon.6 W-i.th at le.Mt 6.ive. Mound .the Vue.fl 
Pond at .the Ba.yta.n~ .th!t.ough Vec.embe.1t.. Look 601t. a He.lLIL.ing Gull W-i.th a dMk eye, but be c.Me-
6ul 06 Glauc.oU.6-W-i.nged (g1t.ay plt..imalt..iu) and Wu.tvr.n (dMk g1t.ay mantle). The Thayvr.'.6 ha..6 
6e.we.1t. dMk plt.-i.malt..iu .than .the He.lLIL.ing and .they Me da1t.k g1t.ay above and whUe beneath, unUke 
the. HWl..ing whe.1t.e. oute.lL plt.-i.malt..iu Me. blac.k above and be.low. The 6fu.t 1t.epolt.t 06 a Sho!t.t
e.Med Owl Wa..6 on 20 Nov. 61t.om PAFCB. Th-w .i.6 one o 6 .the but plac.u .to .6 ee .tw W-i.nte.lL-<.ng 
.6peuu -<.n oUIL a1t.e.a, dU6k olt. dawn .i.6 .the. but .t.ime. The Saw-whet Ow.U we.1t.e he.Md c.a.lUng 
.in Mount Madonna County PMk on 1.2 Oc.t (VH and BP). We don't linow a. It.eat deal about .the 
d.i.6:tlubut-i.on 06 .th;U .e.u.tle owl I.n San.ta. Clalta Co. Ta.n:ta.Uz.ing .i.6 a 1t.epolt.t 06 a. Blue.-.th!t.oated 
Hu.mmila1bW .in Pa.lo AUo 17 Nov. (John Hendelt..6on). The. b.ilt.d Wa..6 ob.6vr.ve.d .in poo1t. Ught, but 
ill ge.lL .6.ize Wa..6 a.ppa1t.e.n.t c.ompMed .to .the pugnauoU.6 Anna' .6 that ha.!t.lt.a.6.6ed U and (un601t.- · 
.tunate.ly) d!t.ove. U awa.y. Jeanne He.nn-i.ng .6aJAJ 3-4 Le.W-i..6' Woodpec.kelt..6 at L0.6 T1t.anc.o.6 Ope.n Spa.c.e 
Ruvr.ve 2 5 Oc.t., and at le.Mt 2 have 1t.ema.ined .th!t.ough 13 Nov. 1.t .6eem6 Uke.ly .that .thue 
b~ Me m-i.g1t.anu 61t.om .the. nolt.th, and Me not !Le.lated .to oUIL 1t.u.iden.t popula:Uon .in .the 
V.iablo Range. One. 06 .the bu.t 6,ln~ 06 .the autumn Wa..6 a Sage thlt.a.6hvr. .in .the we.e~ a.long 
Cha.!t.lu.ton Slough 2-6 Nov. (VH). The. SCVAS :tlup .to .the Ca1t.me.l RZvvr. mouth on 26 Oc.t had a 
ba.nnvr. day W-i.th a Be.a.c.k-a.nd-WhUe WMblvr., 2 Be.a.c.k-.th!t.oated G1t.ee.n WMblelt..6, a. Nolt.the1t.n Wate.1t.
th!t.U.6h and a. Be.a.c.kbU1Lnl.a.n WMblvr.. A Wu.tvr.n Ta.nagvr. Wa..6 l.n Lo.6 Aao.6 28 Oc.t, whic.h 1..6 file 
(J & S ilicovec.). Sfuvi.p-ta.il.ed SpaMoW.6 ha.ve 1t.etU!t.ned .to .the Ba.yta.n~ wUh 2 detec.ted on .the 
h.igh .t-i.de 06 22 Nov. 

16 you .6ee a.n "Unc.ommon .to It.Me," .6ha!t.e U; g.ive me a. c.all OIL dlt.op me a no.te: 13.lU. BoU6ma.n 
( 322-5282), 32.1 Alt.Ung:t.on Way, Menlo PMk, CA 94025. 

GUEST ED !TOR FOR FIBRUARY. . 

Oave Nauvr. {uu, c.on.6e.n.ted (aga.in) .to be. guu.t e.dU,01t. - 601t. the. Fe.b1t.Ua1t.y .i.6.6ue. 06 .the. AVOCfT. 
Pie.Me. .6e.nd furn a.nlJ c.ontlubauon.6 (3684 Swuge.lL.t Rd., San Jo.6e. 95129, .telephone. 259-1283) 
The. 1t.e.gula1t. e.dilo1t. (Ja.c.k.ie. F1Le.e.be.1t.g l to.lll.. be. bac.k. on .the job 601t. .the. \4a1t.c.h .i.6.6ue.. 



FIELD TRIP REPORT - - - Phil Hand 

Nine of us checked out Coyote Hills Park again on Wednesday, Oct.22, and saw a total of 71 
species. On the way, two Burrowing Owls were seen on the south side of the rectangular pond 
just south of the bend in Jarvis Road. At the entrance to the park, there was a Winter Wien 
flitting in and out of the bushes, and near the path to the Indian mound, we admired a Yellow
Shafted Flicker. Sara and Virginia Rail were seen again, and the number of duck species has 
increased to seven, but, except for Wigeons, there were only a few individuals of each, 
including one Green-Winged Teal, a great Horned Owl was roosting in the vine grove above park 
headquarters, near the famous nesting box. The big sighting of the day, however, was two 
Prairie Falcons swooping around and attacking each other directly overhead for several minutes. 
Another was seen briefly later flying low over park headquarters. The new Peterson gives a 
more accurate representation of the "dirty armpits" than either Robbins or the older Peterson. 
They're bigger and extend farther out the wings than shown in the older books. 

FIELD 1RIP REPORT - - - Joan Friest 

Los Gatos Creek Park, December 10. A dozen happy birders si~hted 
,, species in all, this lovely sunny A.~- 10 species of ducks 
including one now rare Canvasback. A lone surf scoter. Herons 
and egrets abounded, high-lighted by a feedin g bittern. There 
were four species of grebes, 12 species of son 6 birds and other 
pond related species. tighlight of the day: an osprey, checking 

the ponds and dodgin 6 gulls. 

ENDANGERED LEAST TERN ON BAIR ISLAND BY Susie-Formenti 

The 1980 estimate of 32 breeding pairs of nesting California Least Terns (Sterna albifrons browni) 
on Bair Island represents the largest population recorded, according to a recent study. The 
previous high was 19 pairs in 1970. However, the increase may have been due to a late spring 
storm that destroyed the nests of the Alameda Naval Air Station colony. It is believed that part 
of that colony moved to Bair Island for re-nesting. 

The reasons for the decline of this endangered species is due to the development and recreational 
use of the coastal beaches where they nest and the polluting and filling in of their bay feeding 
areas. But recently most observed nesting has occurred on mud and sand flats away from the 
ocean. 

In an attempt to attract the terns of this site on Bair Island, the study group set out artificial nest 
sites and decoys, with shell fragments strewn about the area to create their preference for a 
nesting surface of a sand-shell beach. One of the factors for the success of this colony was that 
the site is adjacent to a salt water estuary providing an ample food supply which is critical for the 
terns to successfully rear their young. Also, the protection provided by an adjacent Caspian Tern 
colony attempting to keep predators away from their own nest sites could be the reason for the 
high survival rate of Least Terns, of which approximately 30 young were fledged this year. With 
these ideal conditions at this Bair Island site, it's hopeful more terns will return to nest next year. 

This study of the Least Tern was conducted by an independent group of birders called the South 
Bay Institute for Avian Studies, under contract from the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. If you are eager to become involved in studies such as this, and interested in joining 
this group, contact me at 779-8694 or Mike Rigney at 867-7459. 
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