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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 2 

June 5 

Yosemite Field Trip, Saturday, 7 am. Meet where the entrance road to 
Bridalvel I Campground meets the Glacier Point Road, If you plan to attend, 
p I ease contact the I eader. If you p I an to stay in a Curry Company cabin or 
lodge, get reservations now at 415-434-0660, Leader: Joe Greenberg, 326-8120. 

Bird Discussion Group, South County, Tuesday. Meet at the home of Eve Case, 
20537 Verde Vista Lane, Saratoga, or the entrance to Haxone Gardens, Saratoga 
at 9:30 am. Leader: Eve Case, 867-4748, Bring a lunch. 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Frank Farran reports that a dozen members came on the southern California trip. About 75 
species of birds were seen Including Lawrence's Goldfinch, Chipping Sparrow, Solitary and 
Warbl Ing Vireos, Western and Cassi n's Klngblrds on the same fence, Snipe, Avocet, Phainopepla, 
Gambel's Qua! I, Black-throated Grey Warbler, Great Horned Owl on nest, Verdin, Black-
tal led Gnatcatcher, Anna's Hummingbird on nest, Verml I Ion Flycatcher, Sora Rai I, Black
throated Sparrow, Costa's Hummingbird, Townsend's Sol ital re, and Cactus Wren. 

Virginia Bothwel I reports a Chukar in the foothi I Is above Arastradero Road, Palo Alto, 
last March 20. It stayed a day then left. 

Mary Cole, San Jose, spotted a Greater Yellow Legs Apri I 14 near Si Iver Creek Road at 
the edge of a cattle pond. She and her faml ly also enjoy watching Bui locks Orioles almost 
stand on their heads stealing nectar from the Hummingbird feeders they've placed al I 
around the yard. 

Ted Graf has spotted Roadrunners on several occassions within the last year. His latest 
sighting was March 12 behind Anderson Dam on the North shore about 1/4 mi le East of 
the spl I lway. He and his wife also observed a Roadrunner last July on Calaveras Road 
about 3 ml les East of Levin Park, Ml I pitas. 



SEE, SOMETHING CAN BE DONE! 

Late last March Bob Schnelder and I became concerned about nesting Red-winged Blackbirds 
and Meadowlarks In the fields between Mayfield Mal I and San Antonio Shopping Center, knowing 
the fields were to be disced for weeds. 

We proposed to the City of Mountain View that either they delay the discing or let us 
stake al I the nests we could find with a commitment to clear the weeds ourselves later on. 
We were told that only the owner could ask for a delay. While Bob began the effort to 
reach the owner, the upper field was disced, and bulldozers took out several trees in the 
lower part, one of which contained a nest ful I of little Shrikes. Our efforts took about 
two weeks, involving numerous phone cal Is and trips for Information or interviews. By 
Apri I I Ith Bob had on OK from owner's office and Captain Plersen, in charge of weed 
abatement, agreed to cal I the discing contractor. We thought we were home free but were 
in for a surprise. 

Early in the undertaking I asked Lyn Dremalas, teacher at Escondido School in Palo Alto, 
if her Bird Study Group would like to assist with the staking and weeding in case the 
City accepted that offer, The group, consisting of 17 4th, 5th, and 6th grade boys were 
eager to help. Strangely enough one of the boys, Jedd Parker, discovered the identity ot 
the owner Just about the same time as Bob did. Jedd's father knew that the land was 
owned by L.B. Nelson and destined to become a large shopping center known as the "Old 
Mi I I • " Jedd wrote a I etter to Mr. Ne I son descr I b Ing the p I i ght of the birds and offer Ing 
to stake the nests, He brought It to school, his group signed It, and Lyn took It to the 
Post Office on her lunch hour. Al I of us felt we were in a day to day race to beat the 
discing. That was on Aprl I I Ith, the same day that Bob thought he had succeeded in 
delaying the discing. On the 13th Lyn received a cal I at school asking her to arrange a 
meeting at the field forrMonday, the 16th, to show a representative from the 
construction firm, Nalco, where the nests were. 

Puzzled by the turn of events, Boo, Lyn, and I met with Ray Brownfield and his secretary 
beside the Continental Market. We found that the whole area was scheduled for Immediate 
grading, not discing. Mr. Nelson had given directions that we were to be al lowed to 
stake off the nesting area, and al I his personnel and subcontractors were instructed to 
stay out of the area unti I Apr! I 21st which is the amount of time Bob had estimated would 
give most of the birds a chance. Mr. Nelson took this action as a result of Jedd's letter, 
and Jedd received two personal letters from him which were quoted In an article in the 
San Jose Mercury. Ray Brownfield told us that Mr. Nelson had read Jedd's letter to a 
meeting of about 35 developers and contractors from al I over the country with the comment, 
"We can learn from children." 

We spent the rest of the afternoon scrounging stakes and flagging mater.ial and Lyn and Bob 
did the staking. The huge machines arrived and began work In the lower part of the area 
while the birds continued feeding their young Inside their sanctuary. I approached the 
drivers as they were finishing lunch and got some joshing about being a bird lover. Then 
they began to tel I me stories of the nests they had staked themselves and of other attempts 
to protect the wl ldl lfe which their machines inevitably disturb. 

Everyone we met or talked to throughout this enterprise was Interested and friendly and 
in many instances talked of their own experiences with birds, People at Mountain 
View City Hal I were very helpful. As of today, May 6th, the staked area is sti I I intact, 
and Bob sighted a pin-feathered Red-wing, just out of the nest. 

Betty W. Emlen 



WHERE IT'S AT -- THIS SUMMER 

This general note on surrrner birding is to encouage you to get out and see al I the wonders 
of surrrner. It is simply about some good places to bird and what to look for there. 

Moun-rain birding Is really where it's at in the summer, especially in areas such as Lassen, 
Sequoia & Kings Canyon and most importantly Yosemite. Here are a few of the birds to keep 
an eye for: Great Gray Owl, Black-backed, 3-toed, Pi leated, and White-headed Woodpeckers, 
Wi I I iamson's Sapsucker, Hermit Warbler, Pine Grosbeaks are often easier to see than Evening 
Grosbeaks, Purple and Cassi n's Finch, Red Crossbi I Is, and above tree line even Rosy Finches. 
Be sure to bird the BridaNei I a.ea If you're in Yosemite, and don't miss the Henness Ridge 
Fire Lookout, Hummer feeders attract at least five specles--Rufous, Anna's, Al lens, Black
chinned, and Cal I iope. Also there are Mountain Qua I I, Green-tailed Towhee, Dusky Flycatcher, 
and Lazul I Buntings. The White Mountains offer two breeders seldom found anywhere else In 
Cal lfornla, Broad-ta! led Hummingbird (listen for it's buzzing wing tips) and Virginia's 
Warbler. 

Desert birding In the summer Is only for very cool and rugged people--but has a lot to offer. 
The Salton Sea's Red HI I I, Rock Hi I I, #1, #2, Mouth of the Whitewater, New River, and Finney 
and Ramer Lakes are excel lent areas to see such specialties as: Blue-footed and Brown 
Bobles, Frigatebird, Gui I-bl I led Tern, Laughing & Yellow-legged (Western) Gui Is, both Tree 
Ducks, Roseate Spoonbl I Is, Wood Ibis, Least Bittern and my favorite Black Skimmer. Regular 
desert birds here are often Black-tal led Gnatcatcher, Blue Brosbeak, Abert 1 s Towhee, 
Crissal Thrasher, GI la Woodpecker, and Lesser Nighthawks. Yuma and the Colorado River just 
across from Arizona are good place$, especially West Pond. Check for Verml I lion 
Flycatcher, Boat-Tai led Grackle, Osprey, Least Bittern, Black and Sora Ral Is, and even an 
Ollvaceous Cormorant has been there. 

Out local coast areas are also good this time of year. Look for Purple Martins, Bank 
Swallows, and speciflcal ly on San Gregoria Road between signposts 3.45 and 3.31 (the 
numbers on smal I, tal I, thin white county road markers) look for Grasshopper Sparrows 
(don't forget to listen for their buzzing.) Check Pigeon Point for the brown Marbled 
Murrelets, At super Ano Nuevo look for Harlequin Ducks, Black Brandts, Black Swifts, Bank 
Swallows, and the cliff and rock nesting Pelagic Cormorants and Pigeon Gull lemots. Just 
south check Wadel I Creek for Vaux's Swifts, Teal and Swallows. At Moss Landing, starting In 
July and August, the Elegant Terns can be seen often with Forster's#Casplan, and sometimes 
even CO!l'fflon Terns. Speaking of terns keep half an eye peeled for Least Terns on the coast. 

Late migrant looking can sometimes be successful In June at Furnace Creek and Scotty's 
Castle In Death Val ley--look especially for rare eastern warblers and birds llke Indigo 
Bunting. Also for late migrants see Morongo Valley, Whitewater Ranch, and Yucca Valley 
Golf course (dirt road-north side to ponds and sometimes Solitary Sandpipers.) Wled's 
Crested Flycatcher, Summer Tanager, Costa's Hummingbird, Bel I 1s Vireo, Verml I llon Flycatcher 
are al I at Morongo. Regular desert species are there too. 

Have a good summer birding! 

Bob Yutzy 



SPRING TURKEY HUNT 

Eugenia McClay, 3316 Norwood Avenue, San Jose, sent the fol lowing article to The Avocet. 
It appeared In the San Jose News, Apri I 26, 1973, page 81 in Joe Dearing's column Outdoors: 

Amorous Turkeys Elude Gun-Totin' 'Suitors' 

California turkey hunters who opened a 16 day season last Saturday on gobblers have not 
been thinning out the big birds to any extent. The biggest and probably the smarteSft of our 
game birds, the male wi Id turkey is exceptionally cagey this time of year, which is the 
mating and nesting season. It is extremely difficult to get a gl lmpse of the old boys, They 
don't respond readily to man-made calls, however deceiving they may sound to the human ear, 
This inborn survival trait demlnishes some when the nesting season ends, but not enough to 
make a wi Id turkey an easy target to come by, 

The bag of turkeys is reportedly down in San Luis Obispo County, which has an estimated wi Id 
turkey population of no less than 5,000 greatest of any county In the state. Too, getting 
permission to hunt on private land there, which most of the county Is comprised.of has been 
pratical ly impossible. A few ranchers sel I hunting privileges, but their prices are high. 
In fact, there are a lot of farmers in the 14 counties and part of another open to turkey 
hunting who are adamantly against such a season, And there are other than ranchers who bel I eve 
any kind of spring hunting should be outlawed. Fol lowing are remarks on the subject from 
Eugenia McClay of San Jose: 

"I was shocked to read In your column that the California Fish and Game Commission had 
opened a hunting season of any kind in the spring. They, of al I people, whould know that 
this is the most crucial time In the life cycle of our wi Id birds and animals. This is the 
nesting season of al I birds, Including wi Id turkey, quai I, chukar, grouse, doves, bandtallea 
pigeons and pheasants. It seems to me that whoever authorized a spring hunting season was 
not thinking far Into the future, How can we get the Cal lfornla Fish and Game Commission to 
reconsider, and have only a fal I harvest--or hunting season--for al I-game, 

LES SLEEPER 

The sudden and untimely passing of Les Sleeper has deprived this Society of a dedicated 
conservationist and a most capable leader. He wl I I be greatly missed by al I that 
knew him. 

Les loved young people. His sympathetic understanding of them made him eminently successful 
as a teacher, and many youngsters wl I I, undoubtedly, grow Into more substantial and 
knowledgeable citizens because of their contact with him. 

Deeply Interested In all aspects of Mother Nature--partlc~larly blrds--Les was always 
wt I I Ing to share his extensive knowledge of trees, pl,ants and wt ldl ife. As a long time 
member of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, Les was always quietly active in behalf 
of the best Interests of the Society. As a frequent leader of Field Trips he was 
completely unselfish of his time and energy, making sure that every one present saw al I 
that was to be seen In the area. His 'conversational comments' about the life-history and 
the behaviorisms of the birds to be seen were always Informative, not only to beginners, 
but also to the experienced birders on any field trip. 

It is with deep sadness that we note his passing; but It Is with great gratitude that we 
remember him for his far reaching love of nature, and particularly for his unstlnted 
sharing of his knowledse, and his quiet, efficient leadership. 

Surely his name Is written In the Great Book of "those who loved and served their fel lawmen!" 

Eve Case 



NEW BIRD BOOK 

Audubon Vice President/Biology Roland C. Clement is author of a new bird guide, American 
Birds, I I lustrated with color photographs rather than drawings. Pocket-sized and paper
c'overed, It affords a stimulating Introduction as wel I as describing 120 species; good for 
the beginner and an Interesting addition to any birding library. For sale from National 
Audubon Society Service Department, $1.45. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

South County Area 

Keith Adams 
Mrs. Karl J. Belser 
David N. Bench 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony N. Berthelot 
Mrs. Robert C. Bischoff 
Caryn M, Brum It 
Douglas C. Colbeck 
Cathi Costa 
J. L. Darrow 
Fred M. Davis 
Mr. Ramon Falkowski 
David Garcia 
Mrs. A. Warder GI I boy 
Ann M. Hal I iday 
Rita M. Hennesay 
Miss Jo Ann Lawlor 
Mrs. Margo Lawson 
Jon Mast 
Susan Lynn Mulker 
Paul A. Musolino 
Mr. Robert Nansen 
Mrs. Constance Norton 
Christopher Richard 
Miss Janice Robbins 
Mr. Reed Russe I I 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter T. Rutherford 
Mr. & Mrs. Adrian L. Sanders 
Lynn Sanny 
Edward R. Swlden 
Marc I a Tarbe 11 
Hugh Thompson 
James Tobias MD 
Mr. Leland Van Josen 
F. Versal 
Ellen Vest Inge 
Lowel IC. Yeager 

North County~ 

Vern Appleby 
Mr. Isaac Barchas 
Victor A. Bacigalupi 
Department Natural Science 
City of Palo Alto 
Jesse Lee G. Gabbard 

6280 Desert FI ame Dr Ive 
960 Dry Creek Road 
244 N. Jackson Avenue #207 
165 Blossom Hi II Road #28 
17994 Daves Avenue 
4825 Grimsby Drive 
1583 Grace Avenue 
3553 Ban Court 
112 Teresita Way 
16700 Kennedy Road 
189 North 2nd Street 
750 Irene Street 
15921 Linda Avenue 
489 South Genevieve Lane 
20696 Warde I I Road 
1880 Glen Una Way 
25505 Lome Prieta Way 
20353 Kirkmont Drive 
355 South 10th Street #225 
P. O. Box 72 
4823 Tonino Drive 
300 Johnson Avenue 
295 East San Fernando #6 
916 Franquette Avenue 
14610 Horseshoe Drive 
210 North Claremont Avenue 
I 198 Crescent Drive 
32 South 3rd Street 
300 East Reed Street 
6015 Mongomery Corner 
5078 Cribari Bluffs 
246 Blossom HIii Road 
3283 Fronda Drive 
Box 2133 
1251 South 10th Street #116 
2839 Timber I lne Cite 

10401 Lone Oak Lane 
660 Mirada Avenue 
1319 Bryant Street 

302604 Sle CTF91 
109 Coleridge Avenue 

San Jose, California 95120 
Campbel I, California 95008 
San Jose, California 95116 
San Jose, California 95123 
Monte Sereno, California 95030 
San Jose, California 95130 
San Jose, California 95125 
San Jase, California 95117 
Los Gatos, California 95030 
Los Gatos, California 95030 
Campbel I, California 95008 
San Jose, California 95110 
Los Gatos, California 95030 
San Jose, Callfornla 95128 
Saratoga, California 95070 
San Jose, California 95125 
Los Gatos, Cal lfornia 95030 
Saratoga, California 95070 
San Jose, California 95112 
San Martin, Cal ifornla 95046 
San Jose, California 95123 
Los Gatos, Cal ifornla 95030 
San Jose, California 95112 
San Jose, California 95125 
Saratoga, California 95070 
San Jose, California 95127 
San Jose, California 95125 
San Jose, Cal lfornla 95113 
San Jose Cal ifornla 95112 
San Jose, Cal lfornla 95135 
San Jose, California 95135 
Los Gatos, Cal ifornla 95030 
San Jose, California 95122 
San Jose, California 95109 
San Jose, California 95112 
San Jose, California 95121 

Los Altos Hills, California 
Palo Alto, California 94305 
Palo Alto, California 94301 

Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94301 



Paul Sue Hartl 
Steve Leighton 
Mrs. Terel A. Liberatore 
Muriel le Linn 
Rita Man do 11 
Mrs. Quinn McNemar 
S. D. McAI lister 
John F. & Karen Morrow 
Mr. Russel I B. Peck 
Mr. Wayne F. Pinard 
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Paske 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Reid 
Roscoe T. Sorensen 
Mrs. James C. Steward 
Dr. Joseph B. Tanner 
P. J. Thiemaun 
Mr, Jim Toole 
Mr. Arnold D. Vezzanl 
Mr. James M. Wrenn 
Mr. & Mrs, E. R. Yoder 
Naphtal I. Knox Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph & Mary Jane Leon 
Mr. Robert T. Lockyer 
Mr. George E. Lynn 
Judy McGowan 
Mrs. Bill Moody 
Mr. James Patterson 
Mr. Philip C. Pendleton 
Virgil A. Place 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Rodgers 
Souier Roper 
Mrs. Peter Rosenthal 
Mr&, R. B. Ryan 
Dr, & Mrs. Milton Saier 
Veronica Sherborne 
Len & Lucy Stahl 
Mr. D, A. Stevenson 
Mr. R. Gordon Stofko 
Shirley Stohr 
Dr. Nicholas R. Trueblood 
Mr. W. B. Tyler 
Merily Whittle 
Carol Joyce Wildman 
Mr. John w. Winkler 
Mr, Kent S. Witbeck 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifton H. Woodhams 
Mr. Gerald W. Zawadzki 
Mr. Warren E. Masker 
Miss Margaret A. Sisson 
Mr. Keppler Stone 
Ms. Ann Sweet 
Mr. Robert S. Symonds 
Mr. Arnold Vezzani 
Mrs. G. H. Warren 
Mrs. Robert Weir 
Miss Janet Wieberg . 
Mr. Russell Williams 
Mrs. Dorothy Woodworth 
Mr. Howard O. Winters 

1614 Bittern Drive 
1650 Manltoaba Drive 
301 WI I ton Avenue 
12755 Leander Drive 
729 Lapara Avenue 
1520 Willow Road #340 
944 Leighton Way 
10-J Qui I len 
1898 C. Bay Road 
666 Morse Avenue #10 
812 University Avenue 
931 Cowper Street 
860 Newe I I Road 
1245 Lincoln Avenue 
1475 Ham! I ton Avenue 
12528 Connemara 
1040 Ramona 
522 Lambert 
300 Mac Lene 
4262 Los Palos Place 
1025 Forest Avenue 
4028 Laguna Way 
1611 Fallen Leaf Lane 
414 Panchita Way 
920 Rockefeller Drive #l0A 
4144 Wilkie Way 
1610 Peacock Avenue 
2261 Waverly Street 
809 Northampton rive 
355 Waverly Lane 
1837 Clarke Avenue #9 
10460 Albertsworth Lane 
1021 Stanley Way 
1474 Edgewood Drive 
808 La Verna Way 
370 Edlee Avenue 
1330 Harker Avenue 
535 Everett Avenue 
10582 Creston Drive 
1231 Lawrence Expressway 275 
10691 Mora Drive 
3201 Emerson 
226 Twain Stern 
626 Hamilton Avenue 
2411 Bryant Street 
603 Melville Avenue 
151 South Bernado #12 
757 Tennyson Avenue 
2065 Cowper Street 
Box 3144 
2051 Hanover 
290 Surrey Place 
255 Lambert 
3167 Stockton Place 
818 Esplanada Way 
526 Davenport Ct. 
1315 Lennox Way 
2174 Louis Rd. 
391 Sara Avenue 

Sunnyvale, California 94087 
Sunnyvale, California 94087 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Los Altos Hills, Calif. 94022 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Palo Alto, California 94304 
Sunnyvale, California 94087 
Stanford, California 94305 
East Palo Alto, Cal If. 94303 
Sunnyvale, California 94086 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Sunnyvale, Cal lfornia 94087 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Palo Alto, California 95306 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 93406 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Sunnyvale, California 94087 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Sunnyvale, California 94087 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
Los Altos Hills, Calif. 94022 
Palo Alto, California 94302 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Los Altos, California 94022 
Palo Alto, California 94306 
Stanford, California 94305 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94301 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
Sunnyvale, California 94086 
Palo Alto, California 94303 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94301 
Stanford, Calif. 94305 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94306 
Los Altos, Calif. 94022 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94306 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94303 
Stanford, Calif. 94305 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 94087 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 94087 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94303 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 94086 



ENERGY MESSAGE 'DISAPPOINTING' SAY ECONOMIST 

"In its emphasis on Increasing supply rather than curbing demand, President Nixon's 
Apr! I 18 energy message Is a disappointment," according to Audubon staff economist 
Robert K. Davis. The President's message cal Is for reliance on domestic fossi I fuel 
Col I, natural gas, Increased use of coal) for the short term,. with a priority of nuclear
and solar-generated power as long term goals. ''Mr. Nixon gives Industry about everything 
it wants," said Davis, pointing to his support of the Alaska pipeline, oi I shale, and new 
off-shore ol I exploration. Specifics for a strong program of energy conservation are not 
out Ii ned. 

AN EDITOR IS NEEDED FOR THE AVOCET -------
Because of pressures of other c01M1lttments and not being able to devote as much time as 
I wish to The Avocet, this wt I I be my last Issue as Editor. Anyone interested in 
contributing to the cause, and looking for a way In which to do it please contact me at 
I 193 Somerset Drive, San Jose, 95132, or 259-7827. I' I I explain what has to be done, 
and give you a hand In getting out the first couple of Issues next fal I If you wish. 

My thanks to the Staff, aJ1 who have contributed material to the paper, and those who've 
offered constructive criticism. It was a great experience. Have an enjoyable summer! 

Dick Knoetzsch 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
(Cut out and ~end with remittance) 

Name -------------------
Address -----------------City _______________ _ 

State 21 p --------- --------
Membersh Ip: 

$12 
--$15 

PI easirim It 
ma! I to: 

(Please check) 
Individual 
faml ly 
proper amount with app 11 cation and 

National Audubon Society 
950 Third Avenue at 57th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

~ AVOCET Is published monthly, 
except July and August. Copy 
deadline: 2 days after the published 
date set for the Board of Directors 
Meeting. Editor: Dick Knoetzsch, 
I 193 Somerset Drive, San Jose, 95132. 


