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Homestead High School .. •. Homestead Ave. 
Room 5, Bldg. G Cupertino 

Our 9wn Al . Wool will , show -his - latest -film, ncoastline Oa'.i:ifornia'! 
Thc)'Se of us who .have seen hi -s past films, notably '\Ranch and Range~ 
kno ·w what a treat is in stol'.'e. :Al·l his old friends · will want to be ·: 
th .er~ .. ~'rnd .ne'v'! ones will be . w~ 11. :eewarded. Both these films have be ·en 
on the Screen . Tour circuit. · Harriet Mundy, Program Chairman · 

.. Cal~ndar · 
Etrd : Discussion Group . • . . . • . . Tue ·~. Apr ·~.:. a·, 10: 00 am 

• 'l'he t -opic · will again be juncos. lVIeet · at Mrs -. Ca ther .ine Lintott. 1 s , .. 
17150 Buena Vista,Los Gatos :.. near Villa Felice, .. off Winchest-er ·.Rd. 
Board -Meeting · . • : • • · . . . . . . . Tues.- Apr ·. 8; • 7: 45 pm 

At home · of Dr ·. Joe Greenoerg, 270 Ke.llogg St, P .A'. 
Palo Alto Chi;J..dren 1 s Lib:b~;y Meeting . . . Wed·. Apr. 9, 7:45 pm· 

At 1276 .m~rriet .St. for P.A. J\uduboners ·!· Ba.oks.,,:. birds, .& ecology 
will . be ~xhibited. A_·good time to ~et acq uainted with those of like -· 
interest in your area • . ,,Emphasis will be on la.cal problems. ·· '· 
Canyon . nrive, sa ·ra ta"ga . • • • . Wed .. , Apr. 9, · 9: 00 ·am 

Meet at 6th & BigBasin Way ·for early migrants:Ld:t' -Mrs : C.Lint9tt 
Audubon Canyon Ranch . . • • . ~. . . • . . Sat. Apr ·. 12, .-9 .. : Jo am 

Rte .1 between Stinson Beach & Bolinas. There ·will ·be no leader ·· as 
trails are ·well marked & Mr. Zumwalt, the naturali'st ·, will be o_n· duty · 
at the .look-0-ut. Picnic area at the Ranch ' for thos ·e who wish t6 lunch. 

• I • ., ' • 

Napa Riv.er ·crui .s-e · . _ ~· . • . . . . • . Sun . . :Apr . 13, · 
· Geo .. Tr~:Lch~l _&, J{oward . Cogswell, Commentators. For information con- . 

tact S~n M~teo · .J,r . . Museum,Coy .ote Point,S.M._Tel 344-'9 .911 ,,Cos~- .$5.90 
"Outback Austra ·lia" . • . • . • • . • Mon·. Apr. 14, 8 ·:00 pm 

Eb,en .McMi.llan brings · us glimpses of this vast & mysterious: portim 
of the land "down .'under" with .JaQiru Stork, ibis. •, · .. spool:;lpill, . ho.ne.yeater 
lorikeets, r ·ed kangaroo & ·koala ·:Bears . At Morris-Daily . Audi tor :ium, 
San Jose .State Coll~ge . Our last A~d. Wildlife i11~ . of the season. 
Scott.' .s Valley . • · . : ,' · .·· .•.• · •. Sun. Apr ,. 20, · 9:30 . am· 

To the hom~· of . Mrs; Ra1ph Wallace :i,n S-cott- .~ s· Valley, Santa Gruz 
Mtns . . Th i's . is f?r . wildflowers & .. ferns, following up her Mar. ],pr ·ogram 
for the Soc. · ·There are also , many hirds of .open chap~rral, :red~o _od 
canyons,& · -running_ creek. Come & spend th~ day. Bring _. your . lunch; : sh.e . 
will provide ·Cdffe .and hospitality.. Leaders: Mrs. Wallace,Tom Harvey ·, : 

· · · ' · · · · . Harriet Mtindy; & '(freenbergs ; 
Pilarcitos Lake •· . Wed,.f\pr.23,9:00am 
Meet at Pulgas Water Temple in Wo.6dsiae 
on Canada Rd~ between ijdgewood ~ Ralston Rds . 
north of Woodside. All day field trip . . 
Bring lunch. You cannot return before 
3 pm as you will be locked in miles from 
the gate. For spring wi!df~owers & birds. 
Leader: Kay Mccann 327-4138 
Yosemite .. Sat, June 7, 6:30 am 
At Bridlevail . Campgrourtd entrance 
for Great Gray Owls & many more. 
Leada.T' • D J"o..e __ & JK,__u_s_s G:rARnhP:ro-
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WEEDS ARE FOR THE BIRDS it took but a year or two for most 

Do you have to 1,~t-::1e the ever vthin g to dl:=;appear and the w 
weeds? This is the time of year weeJs to return. 
the gardener looks out and sees Pe~~aps at this time an appre-
that he either has to get with it ciatj .o.n o f weeds can only occur 
and rid the garden of weeds or give where there is op~;n ~pa.ce, ·where 
in to them. In many places it is ther~ is room for selected sets of 
against the law to have weeqi ;?p-~·}.·.\: gr.a~-¥ :-.t? ··.mature and develop throtf!l 
your property, especially" '.in • park.:. ··out .the .. growin~ s~~son. How delight 
ways and va·ca·nt, .•lots. City dwel- ful 1 t is to walk thr ,ough ~.uc~ oper:i 
lers · a~a · ·us ·ually trained that 'ti:eed3 fields and find something ·bldomi'ng 
are bad ·~~l'?-d'.·:,th~t;; ._eve.:ry erfo~t m4~t.~ · .. :aimq$t any ·.time. ·: Birds seem to be 
be t~½:~n J~o e:raq~ .~a~e yhem,. : ,·On~.!'· .:- ·:ab.J,e to 'dls~over · food · among .these ·. 
simpl~ , s0ll:lti9n :1;:;a·. -tq .... a.f?p}o,l_alt _"Qr ._ L w~~'ds throughout. :the .. ·:year. : Could ·.:·· 
ce~e11-t yQ~ y~~t;i~ .. ·An.0'ih~r -~s to.-f::,"..the:Se . we.eds · be better· bird feede ·rs · ' 
lay dow~ ,t:c!F: pap~ :1:·.~nq :co v~r, _..1_t : .. · .. •th!3,n our cuJ.t!tviated plantsi .. '·· · 
with bark or gravel, If you wan~ 1, ..... ,, Our cultivated society says 
a few. f~owers around, ge_t a few -· · ···-that- · man, s goals ._...come .. first . . , So we 
po-ts ·,·w1t~ plas~1c .·flowers. · ~her_i · 'rrll-!-st rfe~l:U'n '.to . .-·o~·r we~dipg · t ·o , keep 
they .g~t -~dusty '.·'.Just . wash th\im .,~ff •. , ._'911:r-·_gar:d~I?, _r~ spe;c-taR~e. .~e gro .w . · · 
Some say ··.there .. :ts nothing ·to hav- ··.· plants tliat ·w1I1 .. a·ttract . ,the ,birds . . 
in& geJ?~n1'1!Il}S (plast:I,c): : all year . Pu-ring the ;off-se'ason .... we ,:do.le ··out 
around. In addition:,, the plastic werl-fare ·· :griin to riake .. up . .fo_r . ·aes-
v~rie .~:f ·;·do~sn' ~-::.free ~e,.. . ·:~:rioyit?g -tlJ;e ~ .we.eds tha t1; might othe'r•-

. · Yet most of ·· us : want to :be li\t- ,: ·w-ise .p:ro-v·~de ·t-h,e· °food.· t .~e •i ne~d. , 
ing · ·with . something a1i\re; .-'.ferhaps ··,. we•11ope our ··welf9-re .. g~ants a:re ·~sµf- · 
we start with · a :-house plant . .. A .. ,... · -ficient · -tb y· repia ·ce nature r .s riorma1· 
succulent i ·s si~ple. . lt may . ne~d . di.et so .the b1:qd:;r' ,-can r~ti.irn · ,ne.x-t ··· . 
water -101:i_ly·:once :a ... wee~: ·.r-It · grows - year to sihg; .·u,s ·songs· at :we·eding 
and blooms, but one i .s c not enough,. t,ime_. , ··.: .:,: .. :::'· . .': · .. ·. ·· ·.· . _ ··. 
We_ g.et . ~nother ,' arid . ~~t ~noth~p -•. ~- • ·. .• .,, , Jiqwa~ . Wo.lcott~ P.r.esident 
fore :1ong we . are• out ·. in the · patio . .. . , . . · · · .. -~-· ... ;_:, · ·. ,. · · : 
ins .tc:_flin~ plant!3ps &f:ld then .r~vis- : ·· ·. WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS t .. 
ingwhat garden _a:r:-eas '1/fe may have• Mrs .. J~ntfer Angel, 678 : Tennytoh; 
Every year ·_l!l~~h qf the olq , 1?~~~ ~~- ... :

0
,. . • • ;, • • 'Paio Alto ···-g-4,301 

taken . ou~ a~d · repl~c~~ ·-wt ~n ne:-1.• .. ·: Mr~. :. Al vtn Bramm, AptB, 1940 · MT. Vernm 
If your wife has a · green thumb, en- Mt . V.iew 94Q40 
courage her : to, ptJ..t ; t. in th~ · soil Keith . 9lark,.. . 963 . Moreno ,Xve. · . 
and bless the .. good ·earth. ,. .. · '·· ·. · · .. ':•: '· .. : Palo Aita ,94303 ... 

Wh~n~ -plantH'1g ~ f~ver ·. 1$ ca~l'gtt )~rs/ H. : B.' .cr,.:1.:fte .nd_en/ ,117.· He.a th~r ·D 
little _ .can -~e· _d~'n~ to ~top · .. ·i~ , ;.. . . ,.. . . ... ~ . . . ~.tre ,r_ton · ., 94025 . ·. 
until• one runs out of ·•·r~om~ - Ev~n Dr ~&Mrs. L.M. Fafke, 849 .A:)..mp~~11 Av#5. 
then ·on~ cq.n mak~ .. more room by dig.. · . ·. · .s·an Jose ·_. .95J.10 · 
ging ·11p one .of . the older ·bed~ and ... M~s··.A.L.~°l~ql<'.,'#89~ '+201 SycpQ10r'e .Ter , 
replantir:ig 1t ... ,-l. · . . : .. · · ·· : ·1 • ·· ·' ·~ ·. · , ·. • • ... : Sunnyvale .94086 : ·. 

_ In 'ai 1 live . g~rd ·en; :w~e.~·s . ~: .... i··.-: .. ~o -~Ro:se ·.·r_r.agri :~ ?9,3_,·s~nt _? :_M?rg?l_r.it.q . ,., 
those plants we nave : not iF1\i''i ted - _ · · ·< . . : . . ·. ·.·. M~nJ..:,o, :ek . 94.025 : , , 
are fo:rever appearing say.ing- ''IJ·see, :· Mr~iLKa-y· Lucas &1Fain~ 4726 ·Tenino Dr 
there . is ·roorii for me too :11

. ··They _. . ._ SanJos .e .. .. 95.123-... 
do not seem to realize our culture BenJarn1 ·n Naider1, ~30 . ~1g~r Dr ·. · 
does not approve of their appear- :•,.:_:, · ··· • ,,_: -~ :.> P'alo ·Ai.to · 94306 .. •.· .. 
ance in or manicured terraces. ·· .. · :-~1'iza~ :eth SWyi'y~~' 26.4~. ~fpling St 
But year after year they keep tr:r , .· ,.·•.: - · · . · ·Palo ·Alto 94 306 _ , 
ing. Could they know that man rray ·Mtr·s. i El1 -zaBeth r Thier~ann, IY,41. :Pana A 
someday stop his weeding efforts ·:· ·; .> t • · · ·: _ .. ·, Pai9 Al't !9 .94:3or :. ' · 
and this land may return to weeds r:·oershon Whee-le:r,46g·cas.ita Way•''. 
again? Is this a better choice ·; Los -·Alto ·s 94022 · .·.'• · 
than total defoliation? When we .•·caroline ', Davi~ . Membershi Ch . 
lived in the hills we had a beau- .. • ,t· ····.:. ·.:."•: _,.' :.,:.,. . . • P. · 
tiful garden. After we moved av-.ey, . ~,· ._. .· •·: ·· . .- _ . . . ::'. 

r • L • • 1 ! ! _ ~ • f J • •_.: ~ .- .:; ... :} - : .. • ..;. (. :, • 
0 

• 1 ·, 
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Be An Active Conservationist- · 
The year of decision f_or San_._ 

Francisco Bay is 1969. It is also · 
the time of dicision for mahy othe:' 
conservation issues. The pace 
quickens each year as tpe pressures 
of urban sprawl becomes mor~ intenoo. 
In order to stay abreast of tne ma
ny conservation issues it will be 
necessary to have an active Con
servation Committe~ of interested 
Audubon membe~s working to bring 
the issues ·before the Executive 
Committee. 

All members of the · Santa Clam 
Valley ·Audubon are welcome toatte1:l 
and participate in the conservat:lon 
meetj rigs which will be held bi
monthly bP.ginning in April, 1969. 
If you would like - to be an active 
conserva ti"onist 1ri ·-your · Audubon 
Society p·lease send me your mi~e, 
address and telephone number. My 
address is 411 Los Ninos Way, Los 
Altos 94022. You will be -fiotified 
o.f the pla :ce and time of the first 
meeting. · · .......... 

It ·i's interest ,ing to note the 
many ite~s concern+ng conservatio~ 
that app~ar ln the daily press. 
This month we wil qegin a ·new fEB
ture of printing a short review of 
some of these items. We hope you 
will cltp similar cnpy from your 
newspaper and send to us. Please 
place the date and news source on 
each clipping. They can be -r.eturn 
ed to you if you desire. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sacramento Bee 2/28/69 

Miami (AP"~-Poachers, fearful 
of proposed federal legislatton, 
have begun an all-out massacre of 
Florida's dw+ndling alligator pop
ulaticin, says an old poacher. 

The poacher said the slaugh
ter quickened after newspapers car
ried stories last week about a bill 
to provide federal protection for 
alligators and other threatened 
wildlife. 
New York Times 2/20/69 

Wash, (UPI)-Under S_ecretar ·y . 
Russell E. Train endorsed today leg. 
islation to help protec .t such crea
tures as the alligator from ext:lnc
tion. Mr. Train testified at a teari
ing by the House Fisheries Comm. en 
a bill sponsored by Rep Garma tz, !)Mi. 

Sa crame i 1to BE;e, 2/19/69 
Washington ealling- Marguis 

Childs- Hardly two weeks after be
ing · sworn in, Hickel . finds himself 
in the middle.of a raging contro
versy. The · massive mess from lbicn 
Oil Co.•s exploding offshore well 
pollut~d 40 miles ot ·California's 
m0st beautiful -beaches. 

The . cGntroversy is not of his 
inaking. The man who _preceded him 
in Interior, Stewart Udall, announc 
ed in a boastf~l press release just 
a year ago oil companies had bid 
$603 million for the rlght to ex
ploit federally-owned offshore oil 
sites .... In view of the protest of 
conservationists over · the risks in
volved what Udall said then has to
day a strange ring: 

"Successful development of 
the-se leases in tr .e relatively pro
tected · Santa '.Barbara Channel would 
represent technological achieve
ment that can be perfected and a
dapted to less favorable conditicns. 
This is ' the kind of pioneering trat 
will help us to a better understand 
ing and ultimate mastery of them 
area ~four continental shelf and 
its suspected .but as yet unmapped 
resources. . . 

· DESPOIL-The tragic business 
with the despoiling ~r some of the 
most beautiful shoreline in Ama-iica 
is easily oversimplified as no more 
than the familiar quarrel between 
conservatonists and exploiters. In 
fact, it reaches into all aspects 
of the protected, privileged posi
tion the · oil 'produce ·rs enjoy, and 
not the least Hickel 1 s own deep 1n
v0lvment w1th both Union and Mara-

· thon · Oil Co. in the recent past .•. 
The Evening Bulletin,2/7/69 

Editorial-Santa Barbara's Oil 
Disaster- Th~ o1J pollutinn disas
ter no being visi ted _-upom Southern 
Calif. beach~s, ~ater~ ~nd wildlt~ 
raises the most serJ01rn · questions. 

Theses are questions o.f d_irect 
concern to the , entire nation. These 
are · questions as to past, present, 
and fubure •.... 

'In view of the nature ·or this 
accident, the most careful geologi
cal studies of all underwater drill 
ing should be barred. 

The Santa Barbara desecration 
is not as bad as the Torrey Canyon 
tanker episode off Britain; there, 
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The Evening Bulletin . ( con:.:tr w:d ) 
5 million gallons of crude wer2 
loosed, while the emission in Calif 
is currently at about a q~arter of 
a million gallons .••• 

The Government clears about 
$1.5 billion a y~ar in rentals and 
royalties from oil lands. What 
price clear ocean water, birds, 
clean white beaches? .•..•.. 

SO. SAN FRANCISCO BAY NAT. WILDI.IFE 
REFUGE 

The San Jose City Council will 
decide on the Refuge proposal on 
Monday, Apr°il 7, not on March 24 as 
stated in last month 1 s Avocet. The 
meeting begins at 1:30 pm· 1n the 
Council Chambers at 801 No. First 
St. You may want to call the City 
Hall to verify the agenda before y 
you attend or call Nancy Holmes at 
948-~ 854, or Florence La Riviere 
at 327-2854~ 

The Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors wiil review the Re
fuge plan on Wed., April 9, at 2pm 
Board Chambers, 70 W~Hedding. Since 
this will come before the Supervis
ors so soon you should write or 
phone your Supervisor at once. 

Every Santa Clara Valley Aud. 
member could certainly write one 
brief letter to the County Board 
of Supervisors. Your attendance at 
these meetings a~d your letters do 
make a difference, in fact the di
fference might be ·having a Wildli.fe 
Refuge in the South Bay or not hav
ing one! 

Very soon brochures on the Re 
fuge will be mailed to members, if 
you ·have suggestions for getting 
them to other groups, schools, lib
raries and such please call or drcp 
a note to Nancy Holmes,843 Moana 
Ct., Palo Alto 94306. 

ThiR is How it Re~lly is 
witn western .Ko"oin, 11CuP-sta I" 

Turdus migratorius propinquus 
(fastigium) subspecies. 

by Guy M~ Goodlander 
Early Thursday morning, 23 

January 1969, I noticed from my 
.north window an apparent field diif
ference on a Robin, listening and 
busily digging worms. For sake of 
identification, this species is 
1dubbed 1 Cuesta. It had a bright 
yellow-orange wing bar on cm. long 
at the 1 bend of wing' bilaterally. 

Four more Cuesta Robins were 
noticed on our north lawn as scores 
of the birds searched for red, ri~ 
py~acantha berries to sustain them 
in their migration to nesting sitm 
The 1969 severe winter north had 
driven the migrants in early. 

Jan. 26, 1969, on my way to 
Sacramento I spotted two more Cllesta 
nobins on the so~th lawns one-half 
mile west on Cuesta Dr. from Miram 
monte Av. Now, in early March, my 
friend 1Robin Cuesta I' -has chosen 
our south garden for home. He lilm 
the ripe fruit we 1 ave unharvest~ 
on the Olive tree as well as the 
worms. His contemporaries have lorg 
since cleaned up all the berries a 
and moved on. The distinguishing 
wing bars have grown to one and 
on-quarter cm. long. The color has 
dulled somewhat; visible to the 
naked eye it is a lighter tone be
tween the charcoal-gray coat and t 
the brick-red breast. 

.,,.--

-~ 
Grizzly Off Extinction 'Fear' List 

The Grizzly bear is no longer 
Recommended Timely Reading-Urgent! threatened with ex~inction and has 
BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP been crossed .off its list of "rare 
BLUE BAY by Harold Gilliam and endangered species'! However, a 
Paperback- $2.95 - Buy copies for newcomer has -been added to the li6~ 
your friends, read it _your~elf, the Amer. Peregrine Falcon. Also 3 
and pass ·it ' on! Remember- year c;:,f exotic birds previously believed 'tD 
Decision for San Francisco Bay. be extinct have been added: the 

. . _ Molokai Creeper, found on Molokai 
. : ____ ·: -~- v:~•~ · ' _ .~~-- · .. _:...:.. · . . : . . Hawaii, the Maui N~kupuu on Maui,' 

-· _" ~~- -c.- -··,._,::l.·: .: l · . ;.~ and the Puerto Rican Plan Pigeon. 
· . . ...... ~~ .... ~t ... ~- . "I .. . ., --J . ,, . , .L ·' ., -4 ,.., A . ~ .~ .,,. . 

. · .. •·. \, .. ~. : 
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CALIFORNIA BIRDS 

The month of .March has been tre 
beginning of the end ofawinter of 
many strange (if not tr~gic) phen
•mena, witness the C1il slick -off 
Santa Barbara and the mud slides 
near Los Angeles. But even as this 
winter is ending, we face the worst 
of disaster and that 1s the meJting 
of the hundreds of inches of Sier
ran snow. So it is on a more friv
nlous scale, with Cali~ornia bird
ing. The winter is c•ming to an en:i 
With it goes- all the Bohemian Wax
wings, Yellow-billed Loons, and ma
ny other rarities that came down 
and we now must observe with patiem 
the trickle of spring migrants that 
will 1•P;g,(!h flood stages later in 
May and June. · 

As always, the first of the mi
grants was the Rufous Hummingbirds 
in Feb. These harbingers of Calif$ 
spring were shortly followed by Al- · 
lenrs Hummingbirds, Orange-crowned · 
Warblers, and all five common swal- ; 
lows. Mike p·errone carefully search.;. 
ed Stanford during March and .was 
able to show our field trip a male 
Phainopepla, always rare on the pe
ninsula, and an Osprey. He also SEW 
a Peregrine ·Falcon ·and an early eim 
ping Sparrow during the same time: 

All over northern Calif. the 
various species of water and shore
birds began moving to their summer 
homes. For instance Knots became 
more common in our area and Avocets 
began to leave for the Arctic. Ducks 
and g~ese dispersed . and migrated 
through most of northe:rn Calif. 

The European Widgeon at Golden 
Gate Park was last reported from 
the middle Qhain of Lakes in early 
March and one was also seen up on 
Humboldt B~y by Stan Harris. The 
Greenbergs saw a drake European 'Iee1. 
a few miles away near the famous 
Arcata sewage pond. Two dark phase 
Blue Geese were seen at Klamath in 
with large masses of migrating hllite 
fronted, Ross•. and •white-phased' 
Blue (Snow) Geese. 

Bald Eagle reports were scarce 
this winter with conspicuous ab
sences from Caleveras Res. and To
males Bay, one bird from each. Bl.ms 
were reported from Honey Lake and 
the Klamath Basin in fair numbers 
including one very aberrant indivi
dual with a lot of white on its 
back and b e t. The G..r>.e.enheJ".'tz.R i:i::mr 

35-LiO Rough-leg 6ed Hawks :t n the 
Surprise Valley-Klamath Basin area 
and a black .Harlanr _s Hawk near Ho-
ney Lake. _ 

The great flight .of Bohemian 
Waxwings in the state , took good 
form in Mar. in Coastal Calif.with 
as many as _450 birds -seen .up at 
Humboldt Bay by Wes Hettrick, and 
40 birds around Ken Jewitts house 
in Santa Rosa; also hundreds 1n 
Klamath Falls,Ore, 60 near Halle
lujah Junction, Lassen Cy. by Joe 
Greenberg, and 35 o~ · so seen near 
Alturas by Russ Greenberg. · As of~ 
the time of writing, none had been 
seen in Palo Alto. Keep lookingt 

Many Lapland Longspurs were 
seen near Honey Lake and on the 
Klamath Nat .• Wildlife Refuge, ma-w 
in good spring p.lumage. But the 
best Longspur as far as rarity was 
the McGowns found up near Honey 
Lake by the Greenbergs, Charlie 
Wellinger, and Russ Griswold. ·Two 
Tree Sparrows were seen nearby by 
Russ Greenberg · ahd one at the Kla
math Basin by the Greenbergs in· 
with Oregon and Slate-coloredJi.lrros 

Other interesting birds in the 
Basin were: 2 Pigeon .Hawks (Merliq 
10 Sage Grouse (near Honey Lake), 
20 Prairie Falcons, and 8 Northern 
Shrikes. There were unconfirmed 
reports of Redpolls near Reno. 

Trumpeter Swan reports on the 
coast may turn out to be a real 
hassle. One immature bird was re
ported by the Greenbergs on the 
basis of bill shape at Humboldt 
Bay, and four birds were found a
gain at Santa Rosa this year by 
Gordon Bolander on the basis of tre 
grin line •. Whether either of these 
marks are goo~ is still be~ng deba 
ted. . 

A belated winter · comment: 
Myrtle Warblers &re. not a rare bird 
in the bay area. _On the contrary 
1t ti~es it fa_r outnumbers Audubcns 

f the bi~qer is fam~liar with the 
white in the collar (not Just the 
throat) and the softer ca11 ·as · 
field marks he should be able to 
find many during the cours ·e of a 
winter's day. 

A Peale's Peregrine Falcon ani 
several Glaucous Gulls were seen 
at the Hayward dump in the past 
few weeks; but I can't stress too 
much the difficulties involved 
with the identification of any 



California Birds (continued) · 
3o 

gull particularly Glaucou~. The 1st 
year bird is probably paler than 
first year Glaucous-winged and has 
a distinctly bi-colored bill, the 
base being sharply cutoff pink •. Tre 
2nd year bird is very white, and 
has a bill similar to a year Glau
cous-winged only has a sharp cut
off between the black and pink. Tre 
tail feathers are finely mottled. 

As spring c0mes brthward you 
have two choices in your birding. 
You can stay around here and wait 
for the first spring migrants of 
each species to fly into your fav
orite birding spot or you can dri~ 
down to the deserts of southern 
Calif. and meet it halfway. Either 
way it should be an exciting sprirg 
before the birds and people settle 
down to domestic occupations. 

Russ Greenberg, 
Field Notes Compiler 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

Tnmaies Bay, 2/16/69 
Threats of a coast,al stnrm kept all. 
but eight people away from what turn 
ed out to be a pleasan~ day. Tama
les Bay was calm and almost windlES:3 
And it appeared that the huntars 
(~rant) on the west side drove the 
birds to the east (bird-watcherts) 
side. So we saw rafts of Scoters, 
mostly Surf, a few White-winged, 
and one pair of Common; Greater . 
Scaup, Buffleheads, Goldeneye, Rud
dies and aq unusual number of Red
throated Loons; and one hundred 
Black Brant. Afterlunch we visitEd 
Grace Miller 1 s feeders, which are 
fabulous, and saw Townsendts,Orange 
crowned Warblers, Anna's & Allents 
Hummingbird, a Slate-colored Junco 
Pygmy Nuthatches and much else. ' 
The afternoon trip to McClure's 
Beach was a nice walk - no Harle
quin Ducks. Anyway, the sight of 
thousands of cormorants and hundrEl:l 
of loons moving up and down Tomales 
Bay was worth the trip. Seventy 
species of birds were seen. 

Leader, Dr. Joe Greenberg 

--------

Field Trip Rep:rrts ( continued) 
Calaveras Reservoir- Feb. 8 

At the very first stop were 
two families of American Mergans~ 
each drake having 6 or 8 hens; 
they put on a .great show for us. 
Also at the little lake west oft 
the golf course were many 6oots, 
8 Ruddies and 2 pair of White-tail 
Kites. Next stop by Air Point 
school a family og nearly mature 
Black-crowned Night Herons was 
flushed right over our heads. Sev
eral types of hc;1,wks high in the a 
air were showing mating manuvoers 
At Calaveras Res. we found a Gol
den Eagle, large group of Ring
necked Duck, Lewis Woodpecker, & 
many Canada Geese. (65 species) 

Leader, Les Sleeper 

Isenberg Ranch- Mar. 22 
The sun broke th~ough the fcg 

for lunch and the weather cleared 
to make a beautiful day. It.was 
still too early for wildflowers 
except Indian Warrior. Forty per
sons saw such species as: Barn, 
Violet-green, Rough-wing Swallo¼s, 
Cooper's, Sharpshinned, Red-tail 
Hawks, Lark Sparrow, and Buffle
head. 

Leaders, Howard Wolcott & 
Carl Isenb2rg 

Santa Cruz Albatross Expedition 

· Annual 4-hour boat trip on 
June 16. A Stagnaro Sport Fish
ing Boat will leave the Santa 
Cruz Municipal Wharf at 7:30 am. 
Send stamped envelope with re
servation - $2.00 - to Leavitt 
McQuesten, 120 Otis St., Santa 
Cruz, Ca. 95060. Boat holds 50 
Observers; reservations should 
be made early. · 
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Everglade K t es Are 

On a rec ent 1 · · , 
visited the s o th- - :a ar ra .. 
surprised to see t t · 
male and then a fen41 • e l 
coincidence. · 

An 1llu . tra te<i sign q~ .a storeroo 
a small ·genera .l stor ~, -wam6 d: • ."..uo • · 
Evergla de K w. OI 1,. 20 · ~ t . . a-. ve •. 
charge, a bo y ot about :.8,. said., Yes, 
be luc ky e ougb to see <me or t ro 1 ; 
down tha t leve e for e or so ., and 
I see them re gt lar in a 

Confessi on: a de 
Kite is unk1t e.L1· e 
stood for an hoU!' J 

I . 

seeing only coo~-, gra 
occasional te al , r .. c·e (2/3 . i .~ e).. which I 
thought at .first B <::oo. r _ed this out. 
'When I was a bout . i.;1 the dis a e fle · 

i.thin 200- 300 .I\..;, , an .. slo - - - , a ca ly 
pi.eked a snai l out of the t. 1th n a ut 100-15) 
tt.,. this bir d., a I ., its '7-alo ·s. an ·d tr ·ansfer-
red the snail to o ·les and appeo .e t.o 
grasp severa l at as does a 
Yello ·-head o d '" d1s-tance too 
tar to obse rve the 

With in three g.Lade '"it.e ... epeate d 
the 13ame ·sna il p~.c: sa location, also 
shifting t be s 

On t he a erso lne l at the- re. 
fuge, and the t tbe B·erg l ade s 
National Par s or fi e bir'is I sa 

sh earlier were 
, and nothin g 

1 , m ~re .. 
the 

d1rfe t . 
: cs is kll 'in g 

o .. a e Bv g ad i te 
:'ee t wi e:r:t. tion . 
Pes are d o o be 
a .. 

-------------
"The i ndes cr ibable 1nnocen e· a1 ~ 
beneficence of 'ature, of a 
wind and ra i.."l, of s r an~ winter., 
- such heal th , such chee~, ey 
atford forev er• Thorea 

f esh o · t· e uo
n it bon<e in th e 
• II s. 
Robinson J~ffers 
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Carry On, Ladies! 
In case you wondered about the group of ladies in old clothes and 

hmRing shoes wandering near Lexington Reservoir, they were members of 
the Itty Biddy Bird Watchers Club on their monthly bird count. Wanda 
Zinn, Bertha Zortch, Maud Flerb, Henrietta Tooks, and Ima Peach spent 
several hours on the hill above the reservoir perched in the low hang
ing boughs of a Sumac bush observing their feathered friends. Because 
of the rain and cold, refreshments consisted of a gallon jug of mar
tinis and a large bottle of olives. The ladies were pleased to report 
that they were able to identify a Hairy-chested Corn-husker, a Tufted 
Baldpate, a Nutty Woodpecker, a Teaspoonbill, an Eskimo Curfew, a 
Buffin Puffin, a slightly Sooty Tern, and old Coot who came up and 
said didn't they see the no-trespassing sign. Ima Peach claims to ha\e 
identified a Black King Vulture which is a native of the coastal re
gion of Peru, but due to the fact she was in charge of refreshments 
this has not been verified. Because she wears bi-focals it mav have 
been a Red-winged Blackbird or a large buckwheat fly, depending on the 
lJ""rRrecti ve. Mo1·e power to you, ladies. We need more sorties like 
this to ~dd to ornithological science. 

Anonymous (Little wonder - Ed.) 
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