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December, 1968 

Bird Discuss'ion Group - - - ·..:.;:, - Ti~e·s ·., Dec.' J, · 10,00 am. 
Bl refs -for f.:'tUuy will be Ruby.:.crowned Kine;le::t and Hutton's Vi:re6, 

their similarities an1 dif:erenccs. Meet at Ev~ ·tase 1 s, 20537 Verde 
Vi~ta Lane, Saratoga 95070, Tel. 867-4748. , . . 
Rodeo · Lagoon - - - - .. - - .- ·- - - · - - ..i ___ Sun.; ,Dec. 8, 9:00 _ am • 

. · P~oceed to north side of Golden G~te and ta~e Saus~lito Turno~f, 
then first left, markod Ft ·. · Baker etc • Go through tunnel and meet on . 
west side of it. Will t;ry to ·rind male · Hooded Mer.g$.nse rs at .San ,_Raf0:el 
in the aft~rnoon. · Le,s,ders: Dr. Joseph and Russ Greenberg 
Board Me~ing - .- - .. . -- ... ·. - ·- - -- · - - - . Tues., . Deo.~ 10, 7 :45 pm-. · 

Meet a.t Nancy Holmes ,., 843 Moana ct., Palo Alto~ 
No General Meet in~ f ~1:' D-cc~T'J.ber_. . .. • 

. . . 
Annual (llir1s -tlJl,q,s Bi.::·d Count - · - - ·· .. - ·sun., · nec. 22, 7:'30 am. 
Meeting Place: Secu:c1ty Savings & Loan Association, 2830 Alum . ~o.qk 

A:ve:t1:u~, Se.n -Jpse. _ Time: : 7:30 a,m, ar1hg lunch. Reconvene at 4:J0 · J)m.
sha:rp • . Refreshmen~s will be ·served during the tally, · . i -.· 

£2:!:!_nt Are~: Same as in '.Past years ,0
•• 1.e. a circular ·.ar.ea 15 miles 1n 1 

diameter, with . center at •junct~on of Nabuz:y · Road a:hd Capitol Avepue, 
northeast of the city limits. . . ·· . 

Sectors: The count ·area will · -be divided 'fnto 5 s_ec_tors, namely! _ ' 
·.(\. Alviso Se.9.1.Qri bounded on the east oy s ·tate HighwaY, 17 '(the ,old 

"Oakland Highway"), .and on the south by Bayshqre rreeway. 
Leader: Dr. ·Thomas Harvey, ·7-16 Garner Courtr . Santa Clar~, 

· Telephone: 2--43-6956. ,. · . . 
B._ Southwest Sector: bounded on the north and eas t by .. Baysh .ore .Free .

way, south of Alum Rock Avenue . Bayshore Fr8oway is inside this 
sector. 

Lee.ders: Mrs, CharJ .es (Fmm1e) Zwaal, 478 Clifton Avenu~, ·san · 
· Jo~ c , Tel.: 292-2060. 

Mr. Jobn Brokenshire, 102 SoutC1 2J:t.•d StrP-et ., San J:ose, 
.. _ Telephone: 2?J-6289, . · • · 

C. Ever12:reen Se~tor I bo,mded by Baysho:re Free w::::.y, · Alum Rock Avenue 
and Mt . Hamilton Road, Mt. Hamilton Rc'.3.d is inside this. sector. 

L·eader: . Nr . Roy Cu!lleron, 20560 KoiilJYl'-:1. Ai.-::: Y:,t• . ."!, Sara.toga 
. . . . . Tel'ep;,cne \ f'-C?- ·9)09. ·. . 

D. Alum Rock Sector: bounded on the south ·b ;, riic·. Ho:rl.Jlton Road, Alum 
Rock Avenue a.1d Ba.JGhore Freeway; on the no:'l'.'i-,h by Capitol Avenue 
a_nd Sierra Ro:1a.; on the ·west by State ·Hif:,~1W?-Y 17 (the old "Oak
land Eighi-ray") . Alum Roc k Avenue, Baysho1 ... e Fr~eway , Oakland ;Hi-
way and: C~.pi tol ll·:enue a!le all in- · · 
side ·thls ·secto:c, ' -

Le;d-srs: Nr. Don S~rmoldt, 165 Blos
s .om Eill P...:1., , .. Se.n Jose ' ·; 
T~l.: ~27-.65'/0. · 
Mr. R_j_cr.f:,rd Sang.k1~ple, •· 
1~21 G1~nwf;)ed Avenue, 
Sn:.1 Jone, 
Tel. : 292-1534. 
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E, Calaveras Sector: bounded by Sierra Road, Capitel Avenue and 

State Highway 17· (the old 11oaltland Highway"). Sierra Road and 
State Highway 17 (the old "Oakland Highway") are inside this 
sector, 

Leader: Mr. Albert J. Hool, Box 68, La Honda, Tel,s 747-0317, 

Sector Leaders are responsible for planning the itinerary of the teams 
working within the Sector (if you know of good birding within a Sec
tor, please advtse the Leader in advance of December 22), Sector Lea
ders are responsible for s~curing permission to trespass on posted or 
clos~d areas within their Sectors, 

The Annual Christmas -Bird Count Registration is your invitat ,ion to par
ticipat~ in this exc1.t1ng event on Sunday, _ December 22. Please retu:rn 
your Registration Form not later than Saturday, December 14, mail d3-
livery, so that . Howard Wolcott can forward the entries t6 the Se-:.tor 
Leaders for ass .ignment to teams. The ~966 and 1967 policy of equ?.11-
zing the number o~ . pe_ople on the Sector assignments will be followed 
in 1968. ·Your first Sector preference that you check on the Registra
tion will be honored as far as possible, Information concerning the 
number of registrants and cars available will enable the Sector Lea
ders t _o plan more eff~ctive coverage of their re$pect1ve areas. 

. . 

Records: One person . on each team will serve as recorder, and will re
cord the counts of ·each s·pecies of · wild birds that are positivel:Y iden
tified, In making es_timates of .large numbers, ·1ndicate the p'robabl.e 
error, e.g. _ -2,000 .±· JOO, If unable to estimate the degree of accure .cy, 
record the estimate as 112,000 est.", In adding estimates to the ar-.t 1~0.1 
count in the final tally ind1c-ate the accuracy as follo"t-rs: Coot . -2 ,-1'7) 
(2,000 ± 173). This shows -that of the · tota-1 number of 2 ,.173 coots re
ported, 173 were actually counted, ·and the rest were estimated, 

The recorder for each team should also ·keep a record -of the f01low
ing: (1) ·hours spent (a) on foot and (b) by car; (2) mileage co-v2:red 
(a) on f9ot and (b) by car. This information is an important fn..::tor in 
the overall picture that .is develop · ed from the data submitted by each 
group, · 

Because weather conditions af .fect the activity of birds and influ
ence the results of the count, please try to keep a record of (1) mini
mum and maximum temperature; (2) wind direction and approximate velo
city; (3) percent of sky that .is covered by clouds; (4) additional 
pertinent notes ., suc_h as fog, rain, sun, etc. 

Habitats are important in evaluating species counts! Plea~e record 
the habitats vis1,ted, and the approximate time ::;pent in each, such as 
salt marsh, canyon stream, oak woodland, grassland, golf course, etc. 
Give the percentage of total field time spent in each -habitat, · 

Count 

Count 

Chairman: M_r, G,L, Sleeper, 861 Harvard Avenue, Menlo Park, 
. Telephone: 323-9370. . 

Com-piler for AUDUBON FIELD NOTES: Mrs. Emelie Curti~, 17180 
Copper Hill Drive, Morgan Eill, Tel,: 779-2637. 

Opportunities to serve as sector leaders for next year are available. 
Anyone interested should contact the Count Chairman. 

POINT REYES BIRD OBSEhVATORY is doing important conservation work on the shorebirds 
and seabirds of the Farallon Islands. Your valuable support is needed for the 
continuance of this exciting and unique project. See the accompanying brochure 
for dot ails. 
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OPEN SPACES and the ART OF LIV! NG . 

. ·One day GrammJt was. giving me a -l esson in painting -· and she observed 
the large green object ·1n · the c.enter ofl. the page, After a pause she . 
said--"that tree. It 1-s ·.-so · solid , Hher e will the birds fly in and out · 
without any openin~? When. ,you paint, ·-you have to . leave plenty of open 
spaoes." 

The im~ortarice of leaving plent y of _ open spaces i~ not confined to 
painting. It 1s :a nece~sary ~ngr ~dient , in the art of living. How .could 
one see .w1 thout plenty of . opep sp ace . in fr~mt .. of one I s -eyes? _·-Th-\ s sum
mer my wife a~ked .me to cut , down· some scrubby trees behind the . barbecue 
pit . so $})e ,could .g~t -.a better . loo¥ ·a t . ,the -.. redwQods. When the job was 
done ., . I was ·, ~.urpr1sed to discov er how much mo:re feeling of opennes _s 
there was in -our bac k yard., . Vis .i tors woul d remark "I d1dn' t realize , · 
your . pat .io w~~ . so ~i:arge ,0 or . "Mu, ~ha~ a l .ovely ·vi .ew· of the trees." 
· ., · .. : Sometimes a . f'E~el1ng of openness . occurs ~hen tre~s _ or s~u°!Js ··.· ~i~e 

less desirable views, ~-Jhile wai t ing f or trains at the ratlway ·statj 0n., 
I have ~fte~ ~canneq. t}}e Palo Al tQ · $kY11ne, . There is a tall .eucal yi. 1.- 13 

.. ~hat . partly ~;des the ,'. .old ~un .1c 1p~l , :wa:ter tower .. It . breal,cs the v i 0 r. 0f 
the ;-stark . ~tructur.e .and adds to the .e.omfort of the -eyes. · One won.r;'l.c·;·s • 
i f our cit¥'s skyline 1t1ight be more 1:>eautiful if ~11 puil4ing w~ J.'8 . ·· 
ble~ded with -appropr-iate · sized t rees. The crowded b~siness struc t~~ es 
would have their ~a.s·s~ve~ess broken ·by t:tie trees, -~_nd · a feeling of 
openness would exist. ' · · . · · .. 

.. Grammy u~ed t .(? se.l ~'A, good pa.int .er . never . tries .:t~ - f.'ill "up a ll ~-he 
paper." Coulq. .. it also be . true ·that a :_gci9d planner never tries t n .L.1 : 1 
up all the land? Could . it 'be th a t vacant ' space is the pause t t '.'.' .. :~ ·~ -;
freshes? Perhaps we need to learn to harmonize trees and opep c.•· '· ; • 
Can the . artist's fee •ling ' o'f. · the need for ~penness · be developed · 1 · , ::-. 
better community plahn1ng? ''. · · ' · . · · _ 

· Another aspect · in the · art of livh1g 1s leavi:pg _ open spac /3s ·i.:·, our 
t ime schedule • . One d~y we · were hunting ·· for a house . in which . tc ) ~ ·~ • 
We discovered: an old brown sh1n gl°e house on . a hill overlook ,--,::: .·i • • =- ~an
ta -Clara Valley. · on its front porch was a rocking c.hair whic h ~- :•'.3 .t ln 
and rocked back and forth until a quietness possessed · me, We t;,, .. , ,. the 
house and many a time I too l{ to the rocker,:.-Though t he · ho~S C' n ? ~-' ' 1 ~ 

er stands ·, I ·still have the · roc ker - a symbol that by just s ~--:.:i. .. : err :-:~1d 
perhaps rocking a litt ·le, I will stop , the .whir of activity ~n':' -n;· ··1 · 

Time's most · treasured d1'mens1on s , Perhaps both . "the body an _d t. ~'.~· ~:;_,i-i 
could benefit from periods of " ly:ln g •fallo w". · · 

Open spaces tri sound or' rhft~ic intervais .of npn-s 01;1nd :1:: GI 1 ·'.d 
to be the 'difference ·between · mus ic and noise. Have . you · ev~r t :r · :~--~ .. i·o 
pay attention to the brie ·f ·pe ·:r,.ods of si1~nce .between beats , .1h a c .. n 
cert'? It adds · to the rhythm and give ·s time to . prepare _·oneself for th e 
next note~ I f -ind . restorat _ion 1~. d.is .~ove~ing some time ea~:ti day when 
there is an ·open quietness or an absence of so~nd. · 

Sit qui~tly with9ut looki ng or liste n ing . with no awareness : of 
time, Leave oneself open for wh~ tever · may · come . his w_a.y, Be~utiful ..• 
thought~ will fly through _ one .' s · m1na . a~ · ea s il _y .. as tropic birds fly 
thro~gh the trees. T}:lis · 1.s one' s .re ~ard for the quiet open mind; 

· . · •· · . ·:· ,H oward Wolcott, President. 
' -· . -. . 

CONDOR SURVEY - · The 4th annual survey was held on · Oct. : 16 with 33 con
dors being observed from •19 stations, ·and on ·oct; · 17 with 52 condors 
seen from 22 stations, The 52 individual bi r ds ·does not indicate an 
increase or dec-rease of populat i on, but ·· 1s consistent _ ~rith f1nd1nl?;s ' of 
3 previous surveys: 1965, - · 38; i 966 - 51; · 1967 - ·46~ · · 
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CALIFORNIA BIRDS 

This month was an odd mixture of the c"oming winter weather and 
those interspersed hot Indian summer a;y:s. Could this be _ the cause of 
those gr~.at flocks of waxwings all ov r ·the Peninsula and the whole 
state? I hope they aren I t as confus ·ed as I am of the weather. 

Those Blackpolls and Palm Warbles and that Magnolia . must -have 
been confused ·when they appeared at C~espi Pond, Pacific Grove.(The 
Palms were arotmd all fall with as maly as 8 in the whole area. ) And 
how about the male Canada Warbl-er at nearby feeder. This was the . 
same yard that . Ovenbird ·hopped around in last October. There was also 
a Clay-colored Sparrow. Clay~coloreds breed in British Columbia and 
winter in Southern Bajat but somehow _hey miss California. Do the West
ern birds move east, and the Eastern 'birds fly to Baja? The way to 
identify those from Clay-coloreds 1s ~o see the buffy wash on the 
breast and sides of a ouffy-looking Clippy. There ·was also a Northern 
Water-thrush at the Carmel River. 

If anyone's keeping count, this all was a Monterey fall, but San 
Diego came up with a close second, f1 ishing off the fall with an Oven
bird, a Hooded Warbler, a Scarlet Tanager and a few Black-throated 
BluesTe4 Ch~ndik got into the ~wing of local birding ·when he found 3 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds in the flock of blackbirds at the Palo Alto 
Sewage Plant. By the end of October the flock was dominated by Tri-

' colored Blackbirds. Mike Perrone found a Baird's Sandpiper at the 
Yacht Harbor and the Greenbergs found 3 Bl~e-winged Teal with their 
dogs. There was ·a Dipper on Coyote Creek near Anderson Reservoir on 
November 9, · 

It is sad to note that the sewag~ pond ·1n Santa Cruz wh~re · David 
Gaines found so many good birds is being filled in. · 

Local birding is very good in thJ winter. Harris Sparrows and Bo
hemian Waxwings (especially with all these waxwings) can be looked for 
by rare bird hunters along with other birds · that have -been found in the 
area in recent winters : · Trumpeter Sw n, Emperor Geese, Broad-winged 
Hawk and Tree Sparrow. 

And for those interested in birdipopulation, Myrtle Warblers need 
great study. · Those who can identify t em by the white extending up the 
neck can take valuable censuses. I -fo one have found Myrtle Warblers 
exclusively on the coast, and Mike FeFrone found about a 10 to 1 ratio 
of Myrtle's to Audubon's at Stanford. 

There are other st'tdY areas · available .. Somebody coulq take advan
tage of high tides on the bay to take a census of the Light-footed 
(Clapper) Rail. And that newly split !pecies, . Thayer's Gull, needs a 
lot of work~ I have found as many as 5 at the dump thus far this fall. 
They can ·be identified in ad~lt plvma e as Herring ·Gulls with no black 
under the wing tip. I~m~tures look like Herring ·culls, but are plumaged 
like immature Glaucous-winged Gulls. . 

As you can see there is a ·lot of work locally, but if you want to 
travel, check the Central Valley refuges for waterfowl, Lewis' Wood
peckers and Sandhill Cranes, or Monte~ey for pelagics or possiblY more 
distant places like Death Valley, Hon~y Lake or Crescent City for their 
exotic species. · - - Russ Greenberg, Field Notes Compiler 
~: Dave Desante ha$ qeen down on the southern tip of Baja trying to 
find out where our eastern vagrants go. He report ·s that he has a back 
yard list of 95 with Xantus' Hummingbirds, Gray Thrashers and St~ Lucas 
Yellowthroat all ove?:. He's banded 22 species including Water-thrush 
and Black & White Warbler. He also notes that Frigatebirds and Boobies 
are abundant. We hope to hear more, - - R.G. 
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'A LOOK.AT CONSERVATION! 

our disappear1ng -coa~tline: ·-The P~c1f1o Oce~n .. lap,s . ~.mto the sands and 
rocks for . the entire length of Ca}1forn1a. Bpw· muo~ of 1t 1s ours- · the 
public ·? How free are we to ~nter- -µpon the ·sands and rocks? What ,aboµt 
the strip of ·land · be .tween high and 1-ow.'tid .es ·· - 1s 1t public? if so, can 
you reach it? , \. · · ·. i' • •. . • 

. Without introducing statistics . of miles ·of pu'blic _beach vs• · pri
vate home· sites i · about the n~ber of acres -lost ·to development .·in . the 
past 5 years and - the more disma l prognosis for the next 5 years, let us 
deal with a - very serious defeat which occurred in Sonoma County's last 
electi.o.n. Th~ development of the most gorge ·ou.-.s coastltne along our 
shores has been occurr1ng .-fo:r the past several . years • . Under original , 
zoning the public , was to have access to ·.•the :.ocean · shores at selected 
sites. Recently this was restricted · to ·one ·s.omewhat :undesirable site. 
Boeing the dark ·future. ahead, a small •group 1 of : conser.vation1sts of that 
county took the matte .r to •. the :-.elecrtora'b .e. · They -last, as y.ou read • above• 
But what; is unusual is that .the . vote was extremely · close, much closer · 
than you woulci realize by ·the .amount o·f -.-mon~y .. poured into newspaper 
ads by the developers of • the c-oastltne •· -Full :,pages v.s, ads. of 1/5 the 
size by \ the conservationists, Unµsual? - . yes, because with proper fi
nancial back1ng ·and an aroused c1tizieney, the coastal access could have 
been seo-ured • in any ,f.uture dev.elopment :along the Pacific shoreline of 
.that cou:r:it.y_. . . . : ,·,, . • · 

. ~hat about the -future? Cont~nued loss of our right to st~oll the 
sands and dip our -toes. , in the briny, Or- - the loss to study · the shore
birds in, case they should happen to s·tra:y over the imaginary line of · 
private property. Sonoma County is a long way north, but what about 
Santa Cruz or San Mate .a c·<:>unti-es,? They have been · undergoing changes 
also, in fact _, the boom 1,s just . beginning. The public must demand the 
r~ght to proper 9oa~tal !access , - we should · help lead the way in this 
democratic . process t, · · . . · · , · · . · · . 
The newly elected . President is . consexvat ·ion views - Since · we are ·talk
ing abou~ elect19ns,- it is 1-nteresting to note the views of two suc
cessful candidates in the past election, F1om OUTDOOR AMERICA, October 
196 .8--~ stateme~t by ;R1c·harq. N1xo~. He. speaks ·:of: our natural resources 
as part of ou:r natural l'}eri-tage, l·their existence · and how we use them 
has -a great impact on th-e· quality of life in ·America. He be 'lieves there 
a.re 2 questions to _be asked: (11) How adequate ls their quantity and ( 2) 
how -gooq. is their quality? . In te ·rms ,of quantity the u.s. is blessed 
with an overflowing abunda. ·nce - our level of natural resources con
tinues to be more than adequate. ,Re est1mates · our forests are expan
ding ~0% faster than w~ are cutting them~ The bui -lt-up areas still 
only cover 3.% of our land, : ·. . -· ·' . · . · . · :. 

The q-µali ty . of our. . natural resources and .·the effect they have on 
our lives is important, . The pollution ·-of o.ur already polluted a1r and 
water has become greater. ,Our parklatids · beeome less than adequat ·e to 
serve the needs of . our populatton.- ·The qua:ljcy of our living environ
m~nt -:: particularly in oul' .c 1 ties . - . •is • becoming in~reasingly unpleasant 
and dangerous. Some of t~e problems sp111 '.over tradition al political 
boun~ries and we must rightly consider the desirability of regional 
and ·rederal approaches, . -He need · to deve'lop •objective standards of en
vironmental quality and effective fair means of enforcing them, 
"California's Natural Scene" - an ~xhi'bit of art w-0rks, photographs and 
books .on. th1$ ~heni~. Inpluded are , works · of Ray Strong, Ansel Adams, 
Philip _Hyde, Howard I{ing and Do~~d .-Ai•tken. Christmas gifts · may be pur
chased, with p~oce _eds going to ..$-~mp,e-rvirens · Fund -for Big Basin and 
Castle Rock Parks. Location: Vet ·el'.:ans 1 .Memorial Bldg ·., 1455 Madison 
Ave,,Redwood City, Sat.,'Qee, 7 from _.1 .to -.6 pm: Sun,,Dec .. 8 from 9 am. 
to 4 pm. - ~ - . T.on_y Look, . Conservation Chairman · 



78 r l,fe Went to Isle Royale {Continued.) · by_ L~.o~q and Eve Case 
We spent our first · r ·ew days at the southwestern end at Wind1go · 

Inn. There were. trails ,.leadin ·g ··to plac~s tha .t 'intrigued us when we 
read about .them. They •-intrigued ,us eve more w}:-ien we hiked along them, 
Fl'om one of .them~· at the · mouth of Hash ngton Creek, we saw our first 
Moose, a cow feeding in the shallow water of the marshy area ·at the 
outlet, It was fun to watt · h. her . submer~e her head for a ·moment, . then 
lift it mouthing a mass of drippi~g, dangling vegetation which she pro
ceeded tQ chew and work into her mouth. Intent on feeding, and probab
ly aware of the fact that ·people a hundred _feet away were not going to 
molest her, she seemed to ignore us as ! we stood on the solid ground at 
the .edge ·or · the -stream. Even in the woods the 'Moose showed no alarm nor 
great fear of us: they usually stood and looked at us for several mo
ments before slowly and deliberately lµmbering off into the trees and 
brush. The- trails alternated between c!rossing ridges .and low wet places, 
including small cre ·eks and marshy area ~ . On the ridges they were hard 
and rocky, _through virgin :timber with hick duff on the forest floor. 
In the lower arE;'as the earth had been hurned into gooey, sticky mud by 
the nooves of the moose using the trails. Here the · going was harder; 
footing more precarious I even : dis ·coura ~ing enough - to turn back .the · 
less hardy individuals who· soon got 11€nough of this . muck'~. Across the 
really wet places, the Park Service has constructed .foot-bridges of 
log supports anq.· plank walk-way; these are actually "cat-walkE: 11 -rather 
than bridges, being just above the su!lface of the mud and water, incon
spicuous and fitting ri-ght ·•into the na;tural surroundings with . a minimum 
of disturbance • . Walking on these, beside the deep muddy ruts used by 
the moose. we were glad that the big animals did prefer the soft mud to 
the hard smooth planks. · . 

As I have indicate .d previously t t e had chosen to be on the Isle · 
in ~he ~arly part of the season in or er to see the blossoming plants. 
Our ·timing had been right, Our faces smeared with mosquito-repellent, 
(even wearing a mosquito net over our heads for extra protection) we 
found many lovely flowering plants aiong t~e trails -and spent much · 
time taking close~ups of the flowers, to add to our collection of 
colored slides. 

At noon of the fourth day.· we left Wind.Jgo Harbo·r · on the ,·,VOYAGEUR" 
heade9- for Rock Harbor Lodge at the n.9r theastern . end of the island _. The 
t~Jp al ong tqe norhern shore was an audio-visual lesson in the geology 
and topography of . the island. The "aud i o" portion wa_s furnished by Roy, 
the genial skipper of the VOYAGEUR. I had "just-s .ort-of-acc 1dentally
like" dropped a cc,uple of nautical ex ~e·ssions couched in Navy slang 
and thus "revealed -" a Navy · background §..2, · I spent most of the time up 
in the tiny wheel house, tal king to Capt. Roy and his Mate, Dave. 

This boat makes the loca l 11freigh t -run 11 , like a commut·er train 
between San Francisco and San Jose, tu r ning into passages between 
sm~ller islands; entering long narrow f jord-like inlets and delivering 
food arid other supplies to small "camps " that can be reached only by 
boat. The scenery was marvelous: rock~ shores and vertical cliffs, 
backed by dense forests with the darke r spires of black spruce stand
ing out agains -t the li ghter foliage of ·the other trees. Regret of . 
finishing the run along the coast was balanced out by the expectancy 
of the trip down the southern shore when we would leave the island, 
almost a week later. · · 

Our acc ·omm9dations at · Rocle Harbo r Lodge were delightfully attrac:
ti ve and comfortable, comparable to tl':l.e units of our "Best 1-Jestern 11 

chain of motels. On the second floor, with .. southern expos ·ure, two 
floor-to-ceiling · sliding · glass doo'rs opened onto a private balcony se
parated and screened from the · similar b_alconies on. each side, From 
here we looked aqross .Rocle Harbor {about :a, mile wide at this point) to 
two lovely f9rest7"covered islands an:d between them across the fifty or 
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sixty miles of Lake Supe:i;-ior tm ·rard J.11,chigaf:l. T~is end of the island is 
quite -the better -of thef tw~ ends,. ·for a short. stay. The• coast is more 
ru,gged, the network of ~trails is much more . extensive, · the terrain is, 
in general, higher than at the other end, there 9:re more open spots 
and "balds" alorig the trails, t'he views are mp~e .exciting and every- . . · 
thing is, well, just 11bet ·ter 11 t 

Because of the geology of the Isle, the _trails here, too, lead al
ternately oyer ridges and across creeks~~~ mars~y places, But . every
where there was a ·profusion of wild flowers. :Brilliant wood-lilies 
were everywhere, with magnificent wh1-te paper-birch trees, dense groves 
of maples with th1nble-berries growing in solid masses under them, and 
the black spruces standing in dense dark forests. 

On one of -these trails, at a sharp bend, I got a fleeting glimpse 
of a wolf as he almost came around the bend. But he saw me first and 
reversed course so ·suddenly that about all that I saw resembled a quick 

· short flash on -a movie screen; but I did see his size and color and his 
bushy tail, in particular. '·1hat a thrill! Here we now had our perfect 
.. Balance of Nature" between the moose and the wolves: - we had seen 
rme moose and one wolf. 'Jhat a balance! After this, however, Nature 
~me~ to beco;-completely unbalanced: we kept on seeing more and 
more moose, but no more wolves! . 

· . Actually, we were usually much more intent on finding the White
throated Sparrows that ·were singing all around .us, but almost impos
sible to .see .in the d·ense canopy of foliage overhead. He saw only ~ 
for each five or six that we heard, and they were singing nearly all 
of the time, along all of the trails, In spite of obstacles sue~ as 
foliage and the sbowers .during some part of every day, we did see many 
species of birds, including several new ones for our Life-Lists ·. These 
included (in part): the beautiful Eastern Blue Bird, Red-eyed Vireos, 
Ovenbird, Chestnut-sided •Tarbler, Connect1c ·ut lJ13,rbler, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeack, American Redstart, Bay-breasted, Nashville, Canada and 
Black-throated Green Warblers, Hoodthrush and, of course, the loons 
that were seen and heard as frequently as any of the others. Tnis is 
far from a complete 11st of the birds that we saw, nor is it at all an 
adequate description of the many interesting things that we found on 
our hikes along the trails. Each and every day was ·full to the br!m 
with beauty, In retrospect I think that Th~odora Stanley-Fletcher de
scribed it perfectly in her · book "Driftwood Valley" . when she wrote: 
"Our days are so full that we sink into bed ·.right after supper, too 
exhaust.ed even to read •••• But it's a nice kind of fullness. There is 
no strain about it. We do what Ne can and want to do each day and know 
that nothing really has to be done by such and such a. date or hour. 
I'm beginning to believe that complete independence from other peop~~•s 
ideas and actions is almost the nicest thing in the world". . 

I whole-heartedly agree with her! .We did enjoy such days at Rock 
Harbqr. BUT, if we are going to . ~o serve such .places for the spiritual 
re-creation of harassed mankind, we cannot have this "complete indepen
dence from .other people's ideas and actions"., •• He must remain con
stantly aware of the ideas and acti .ons that T'J'Ould eliminate, forever, 
so many of these beautiful areas where things can grew and live in 
their natural balance, for the enjoyment _ of c~m1.ng generations. 

FISLD TRLP REfORTS 

Foothill Pa":"'k - October. ,2J, _Leader, Kay NcCann 
A sunny, balmy morning. After a brief explanation of the ecology 
of the ·chapa~ral habitat in California and the other four chap
arral areas in the world and the plant adaptlons to the long, dry 
season, we all took ?hami~~ Trail which is through just such an 

.. _,,.. .. . . :~ 
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are • Several · typical ;tii _r<i.~ we r~.· se~n ' ~!10-,_ heard ~uc11;,..as Golden.:..croi-med 
and White-crowned Sparr0"~-1s ;· th~ California Thrasl:ler, Bushtits, Scrub 
Jay, Rufous..;.sided : a.11~ B·rqwn Towhee~, _Lesser Goldfinches !C~:.ic'?:, dc e3 , Tit
mice Bewick's Wren, Downey Woodpecker, aml sq_me, c~>nfus1n 2; .f et..:.l warb
lers: Some·· of · iis · examined ··the shrub§ allld tree _s in the area noting their 
adaptations. . 

· Palo Alto Yacht Harbor - Octqber 26, Leaders, 'The Turners" 
Of especial interest were fine views of --tliF:. Clapper Rail •, as well 

as the tally1ng _of: Eared Grebe, Dunlin, Bl -b el.lied & Semi-palmated · 
·Plover, Linco+n Sp., ,Night Heron ,and D~wi:tc1icrs, Total 30, 

• •I,,' • • 

Palo Alto Yacht Harbor - October 15 - ·. .. ;:, Kay Mccann 
Betsy -Peterson and I saw two larg 'rafts of . the white pelicans 

massed togethe~ apd touching, paddlin~ around, dipping their_beaks con
stantly, their heads bobbing up and do~m almost in unis0 :1, Pie ces of . 
green algae were · seen in their beaks at :times, It was ·difficult · to tell 
whether they were · eating it or not as they were so close together~ 
They - re~ained g9ing b~ck and forth in these masses fo~ at -l~ast an 
hourc . just before sunset fro~ about 4:JO on. They came quite close to 
us and we had binoculars and a 20x telescope. lve would still like to 
know if they were .eating the algae • . There has .been a great deal in the 
J:-ago'on this fall and 1 t see.med to nav~ ·oegun to disappear recently. 
Several of the ])elicans . were marked _ with t~gs, _red, orange _ and green, 
in the same raft. · · · • · · . · ·1 
~ I •• • • - • ' 

Helc ·ome to New Nembers: Caroline Davis, Membersh1p .Cha1rmam 
Charl .es R, Henry, ·844 Driftwood Dr. ,Palo ALto 94303 . 
Mrs. Jeanne ·Pinneo, Sit 8 Mareno Ave,, Pal o AL to 94303 
Mr.& · Mrs. f - ~ ·Charles · Norse,150 Ston 0gn.te Rd.,Portola Valley 94025 
:Mr,&Mrs. Dan T, Smith,175 Alta . Visb t iAtherton 94025 
Tiarquis & Marjorie Smith -~3150 Ramonr> .. lPalo ALto 94306 · 
Robt, R. & Elyndell Stout,1028 . 0uickd lver Dr,,San Jose 95123 
Dr.& Mrs. Daniel Tuern,133 Churchill ve.,Palo . Alto 94301 
Elaine McDo'ugle, 248 Higdon Ave, ,Mount in View 94040 
James M. Kyle, 3856 Duncan Pl, , Palo A to 94306 . 
Mrs, Robert o, Cook,171.51 Phillips Av •. , Los Gatos 95030 
Mrs. Henry A. Dietz,150 , Sheridan Hay, Woodside 94061 
Jean McNamara,101 Brmway 1 Los Gatos 95030 
Mrs, L. & lUss _ T. McH_hirter, 2348 Osborne Ave, ,Santa Clara 95050 ' 
A ROSTER OF MENBERS IS AVAILABLE, FOR A COPY WRITE HOWARD WOLCOTT 
1030 PARKII\1SON, PALO ALTO 94301, 

AUDUBON CAMP OF. THE HEST, in the Hind Ri ver Range of western Wyoming, 
will again offer 4 two-week sessions in 1969, Two units ·of University 
graduate or upper div. credits ~re available. Camp fee of ~h50 incl\des 
board, lodging, instruct~on, and all ~ield trip transportation. For 
information write: Audubon Camp of the r,Jest, P.O. - Box 4446,Sacramento, 
California 95825 ,· · · •. 

AVOCET 
. Our ·publication appears monthly except July ahd August. It is 

;:2. 00 a year for non-members. Copy is , requested · by the 1_5th, '. except 
December, when the deadline is the 10th. · 

Editor: Mrs. Emile Curtis,17180 Coppen Hill Dr.-, Norgan Hill 95037 
staff ' M 1~ s Els 1 e Hoec.k' M/-~---s;~:0 or' C. ~ulof: son. 
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ANNUAL CFRISTMAS BIRD COUNT REGISTRATION 
Name ______________________________ _ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

Telephone __________ _ Can Furnish Car_ Yes No 

Sector Preference (Alviso, 
1st Preference: 

Southwest, Evergreen, Alum Rock,Calaveras) 

2nd Preference: 
3rd Preferences 
No Preferences (You may assign me to a 

----------Sector that needs helpers.) 
(For information concerning the territories included in each Sector, 
and the names of the various Sector Leaders, please refer to December 
Calendar in this issue.) 
Mail Registration to arrive not later than December 14,1968, to 
Howard Wolcott, 1030 Parkinson, Palo Alto, California 94301. 
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