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CAROL OF THE BIROO 

Whence comes this rush of wings afar 
Following straight the . Noel Star? 

Birds from the weeds in wondrous flig t, 
Bethl~hem seek this Holy Night. 

--Bas-Quercy 

Again the Christmas season is upon us. lJe will soo: unpack the creche, 
arrange soft grasses on the floor, caretuliy place the ti~ beautifµl figurines 
in it, and then set in the term animals and shepherds tow , tch quietly. {Un
doubtedly white doves lqoked down from the rafters of the : eal manger and softly 
murmured their understanding of' the gentle scene). Three ! neel:Lng camels are 
placed. Three richly dressed urban wise-men, bearing gift, have come to 'Welcome 
a newb9rn child, a new concept of brotherly love. A brigh star hovers over all. 

NO:EL 

Before our Nov~mber 9th meeting in San Jose, everyo , e en.Joyed visiting 
with our speaker, Mr. Karl Belser, over a cup of coffee fr , m thE~ new urn. Mr. 
Belser is the Director of Plapning for Santa Clara County and a conservationist 
fully aware of the difficulties in maintaining a balance b, twee11 wildlife areas 
and the spatial needs of a rapidly growing population. He brought out many 
points of interest on planning -for the county, its relatio 1 ship to · the Bay Area 
as a whole, and to the adjoining counties. 1 

--Mrs. Luther E. 
President 

December Calendar 

December 6. Los Banos Wildlife Refuge as guests o: the Santa Cruz -Bird 
Club. There is usually a good concentration of v~ erfmrl at this season. 
In case of heavy rains at that time the road might not be - :Passable. . · 
Meet at Tiny's Restaurant at 9:00 A.M. for breakfa ;rt. Leave for the 
Refuge at 10 sharp. Leader: Carlyle Sather. For : urther information 
call 243-2467. 

Gene~al Meeting: 

Monday, December 14. Dr .. Mel S~ott at Palo Alto Community: Center, 8:00 P.M. 

Annual Christmas Bird Count --
Sunday, December 27, 

Meeting Place: Security Savings, 28'30 Alum Rock A' en1..+e, 
Time: 7:30 A.M. Bring lunch. Reconvene at 4:30 ·:.,har • 

will be served during the tally. · 

San Jose. 
Refreshments 
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Annual Christmas Bird Count (continued) ----
Count Areas: Same as in past years--a circular area 15 miles in diameter 

v1ith center at junction of Mabury Road and Capitol Avenue, northeast 
of the city limitn. 

Sectors: The count area will be divided into five sectors: 

A. AlvisO'- Sector 

Bounded on the east by State .Highway 17 (the 
Highway") and on the south by Bayshore Highway. 
is inside thi :s sector. --

old "Oakland 
Bayshore Highway 

Leader: Dr. Henry Weston, 147CO Golf Links Drive, Los Gatos. 
Telephone: 356-5936. 

B. Southwest Sector 

Bounaed on the north and east by Bayshore Highway. South of 
Alum Roc:k Avenue; the Bayshore Highway is inside this sector. 

Leader: Mrs. Irving Snow, 21441 Roaring Water Way, Los Gatos. 
Telephone: EL 4-1811. 

C. EvergreEm Sec:tor 

Bounded by Bayshore Highway, Alum Rock Avenue and Mt. Hamilton 
Road·. Mt. Hamilton Road is inside this sector. 

Leaders : Mr.. and Mrs. William Pillow, 675 Orange Ave., Los Gatos. 
Telephone: vm 8-13CO. 

D. Alum Rock Seetor 

Bounded on the south and west by Mt. Hamilton Road, Alum Rock 
,Avenue, and :Bayshore Highway, on the north by Capitol Avenue and 
Sierra Road. Alum Rock Avenue, Baysbore Highway, Oakland Highway, 
and Capitol .Avenue are all inside this sector. 

Leader: Grace Brubaker, 191 Mountain View Avenue, San Jose. 
Telephone: 258-2289. 

E. Calaveras Sector 

Bounded b-y Sierra Road, Capitol Avenue, and the old Oakland 
Highway. Sierra Road a_nd Oakland Highway are inside _this sector. 

Leader : Mr. Albert J. Wool, Box 68, La Honda. 
Telephone: PI 7-0317. 

_ Rach leade :r is · responsible for · planning t he itinerary within his sector. 
(If you know v1here there is gocd birding within a sector, please let . the leader 

, know,about it.) When we meet at 1 :30 A.M., we will divide into groups to cover 
each sector; and individuals may select the leader . and sector they wish. If 
you know now which sector you prefer, please write, or telephone, to the leader. 
It ,will be a big he.lp in planning -t;he itinerary if each _leader knows beforehand 
how many observers (and_ cars) he can count on for his sector. 
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Annual Christmas. Bird Count (continued 2) 

If you have any questions, call: 

Eve Ca~e 
Howard Wolcott 

243-2467 
WH 8-6821 

or one of the leaders. 

Records: 

One person in each group will enter the counts of ,each species of wild 
birds that are positively iderltified. 

In making estimates of large numbers, indicate the probable error. 
For example: 2000 + 300. 

If unable to estimate the degree of accuracy, reco:rd as : "2000 est." 
In adding estimates to the actual counts, in the f:lnal tally indicate 

the accuracy in this way: 
Coot: 2173; (2000 + 300. 173) 

This snows that of the total number of 2173 Coots J~eported, 173 were 
actually counted, and the rest were estimated. 

The Recorder for each group, in each sector, shoulcl also note: 
1. The hours spent (a) on foot, and (b) by car. 
2. The miieage covered (a) on foot, and (b) by car. 

This data is important in the overall picture. 

Since weather conditions affect the activity of bix•ds and thus are 
reflected in the results of the count, please t:ry to keep a 
record of: 
1. Minimum and maximum temperatures; 
2. Wind direction and approximate velocity; 
3. Percent of sky that is covered by clouds; 
4. Add,itional pertinent notes, such as: fog, rain, sun, etc. 

Habitats are important in evaluating species counts! 
Please record the habitats visited,--and the approximate time in 

each,--such as salt marsh, canyon stream, oak woodland, grassland, 
golf course, etcetera. 

Give the percentage of total field time spent in each habitat. 

McAteer Commission 

Dr. Thomas Harvey addressed the November 17 meeting i in Oakl and of the 
San Francisco Bay Conservation Study Commission. He spoke oin the general ecology 
of the Bay, emphasizing its importance to man, first, because~ it plays a vital 
role in controlling climate, flooding, earthquakes and waste dispc>sal, and second, 
because of its inestimable esthetic and educational value. 

Among other speakers at the meeting was William Penn Mott. Of S:i>,ecial 
interest was his outline of a proposed park in the Coyote Hills, north of the 
east end of the Dumbarton Bridge. If negotiations with LesljLe Salt and Patterson 
Farms are successful, there may be established a park with facilities for general 
recreation, hiking, and a twenty a.ere natural area for Uhite-•ta'iled Kites. 
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Battle of ~ · Palo fil-2. Baylands 

On Saturday~ November 14, many of us read in the Palo Alto Times: 
• • • "The opening round of the battle for the baylands in PaloAlto will be 
conducted Monday evening .•• present and foreseeable commitments of 1,887 acres 
of city-owned property are <>utlined .•• the Audubon Society has urged develop
ment of a Natural History Interpretatiqn Center in the marsh lands •• , " 

The meeting was a hearing by the Palo Alto City Council, sitting as a 
Committee of the Whole, to l'eview the staff recommendations for the future use 
of the flood plain and marsh areas. Dr. Herbert Grench) our program chairman, 
Dr. H. Thomas Harvey, <me of our directors, and a Professor of Biology at San 
Jose State College, and Mrs .. Diane Conradson, our Education Chairman, again 
encouraged the City Council to seriously consider our conservation project: a 
staffed nature-study center, . walkways, observation platforms, and enough open 
space for a sanctuary to be used by students or individuals of all ages, as 
well as the birds. Mr:.. Kay McCann spoke on behalf of our project as a private 
citizen. Mr. Robert P, Andeirson of Gunn High School explained how the science 
classes of the Palo Alto sc_hools are using the baylands as an out-door study hall 
of this salt marsh biorne. Mr. Charles Scull represented -the Si~rra Club in 
support of bayland connervation. 

These wonderfully talented people, who speak out on behalf of conservation 
of a natural resource and the plants and animals of an unspoiled bit of land, are 

-._..,our representatives of inta zjlgibles of space, beauty, and freedom of spirit to 
enjoy them. It is indeed said that these public presentations for those very 
factors that give usai1 oppc,rtunity to knit our very souls together nre ignored! 
WE CAN AT 1EAST MAKE THE EFJi'ORT TO GO, AND BY OUR PRESENCE SIGNIFY OUR SUPPORT 
FOR WHAT WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO EXPRESS VERBALLY. 

--Jill Cisne 

National Audubon Society 

The sad plight of the California Condor, proposed dams th'at threaten our 
national parks, and Mexican bird refuges were among subjects discussed at the 
6oth annual convention of the National Audubon Society held Novembe::-7 - 11 in 
Tucson, Arizona. Several members of our Society attended th~se sessions and 
the field trips to the Southern Arizona deserts: Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wool of 
La Honda, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Trumbul~ and Mrs. John L. McBride of Los Altos, 
Mr. Frank Goraj of Palo Alto, Miss Emily Smith of Saratoga, and Mrs. Mary Rugh 
of Los Gatos. ' 

Bird Slides 

In response to a: request in the Avocet the Education Committee has 
received a gift from Mrs: Violet Hom.em of Oakland--several very beautiful 
and much appreciated color slides of the California Q.uail and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee. 
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Conservation Notes 

THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR'S I-'RESENT STATUS was the subject of a report pre- .. 
sented to the NATIONAL AUDUBON CONVENTION in Tucson, Arizona, by- Dr. Al'den 

, Miller, who has been directing a study of · these birds during the past two years. 
This study was sponsored by the National Audubon Society and financed by the 
National Geographic Society. Dr. Miller is the curator of1 the Museum of Verte
brate Zoology at the University of Cal fornia in Berkeley. , He was assisted by 
Ian and Eben McMillan, prominent ranchers of San Luis Obispo County, who are 
also dedicated conservationists. (Many of us may recall the excellent screen 
tour on The Shand.on Hills, the area of the McMillan ranch holdings). 

The report carried the warning note that the Condor popul:9.tion has, 
during the last fifteen years, dropped from sixty to fortY' bird :s. This decrease 
has been due to shooting, poisoning by accidental consumpt~on o.f poisoned 
rodents used as bait for other predator ta:rgets, ~and to other human pressures 
in their area. 

Dr. Miller pointed out that the present population includ,?s ten young 
birds who, if allowed to mature and breed, will be able to keep the count from 
further reduction. He warned, however, that "if the presenrt rate of killing 
(approximately four birds each year) is allowed to continue, th,~ reproduction 
will not be able to keep pace with the losses. 

As safeguards, Dr. Miller urged stronger protective ;reguli:1.tions, more 
rigid enforeement of the existing measures, the creation oif a "buffer zone" 
around the present sanctuary, and the complete elimination of any pressures due 
to human beings entering the nesting and breeding area. -lt is known that when 
disturbed, the adult birds abandon the nest, eggs, and youpgr bi:rds . almost 
inevitably resulting in the death of the latter. 

Our local membership can 'be proud _of the part which we haYe played by our 
annual contributions to THE CONDOR FUND, but we must renew our 1?fforts _to 
ensure that a trul,y effective protection program is implemented. There can be 
no ".multiple use program 11 for the National Forest in that .area as is now being 
sought by many residents of the southern region. Their co:ntent:Lon is that the 
Condors can -have their niehe in the rocky cliffs; caves, a:nd _peaks, ·but that the 
people also be allowed to have their roads, tr~ils, etcetera, in the canyons. 
Th~se people do not realize that Condors will not accept a:ny such compromise 
and "invasion'' of their habitat. 

The situation is extremely crit,ical and· calls for immediate and- definite 
action on the part of individuals, much letter-writing and much educational 
conversation. The unpleasant fact is that if we do not NCM takE~ decisive 
action to save the Condors, we must be willing to explain to fµture generations 
why we were so apathetic as to allow our largest bird to b,~ pushed into 
extinction. 

--Lloyd N. Case 

Publisher's C~talogue 

If you would like a free copy of the catalogue of Naturegraph Books, ·write 
to the company at: Secret Valley~ 5215 Hest Dry Creek Road, HeaJLdsbt1;g, California. 
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Notes from Afield 

Villa Montalvo -- October 7 

About 20 people: studied the arboretum and specimens of native trees and 
shrubs and saw twenty-four species of birds, notably a Townsend's Warbler. 

Near Palo Alto Hills Golf Course -- October 21 ------------
Thirteen birdeI'S on a fresh cool morning that turned into a warm day. 

Thirty-one species we:re observed among them a Common Snipe and a Golden Eagle 
harassed by a Red-tail Hawk. 

Dumbarton Bridge Tri~~ -- -October 10 

On this trip 3B species were seen. Highlights of the trip were the large 
flocks of Ducks comir.~ in, Black T~nstone, Semi-pal.mated Plovers, and a raft of 
White Pelicans. Douglas Claypole, a ne'\-1 student member from Alamo, California, 
and three of his friends oame over for the trip. 

Santa Teresa Park Field '.!'.!:!.E. -- October 25 

Our field trip to Santa Teresa Park on Sunday, October 25, was well 
attended; and judging: from the comments of those present, was an enjoyable, 
successful trip. He were joined at the meeting place by a number of Sierra 
Club members who accepted our invitation ' and by a number of interested people 
who had seen our invitatio:n in the Mercury ... Herald. It was a pleasure to have 
all of them as visitc-rs ani the exchange of ideas in the conversations as we 
walked along the trails was stimulating. 

The birding was even a little better than should really be expected at 
this time of year; but the outstanding aspect of the day was the enjoyment of 
walking on new trails and the realization that Santa Teresa can be enjoyed by 
all if it is wisely and efficiently rnanagea by the County Park Commission. 
Some of us were fortunate :in seeing a magnificent buck deer, who watched us with 
intent curiosity and then trbtted leisurely and sedately across the grassy 
hillside and over the ridge. He were able to see enough birds and plants to 
realize what a wonderful ~rea this will be in the spring with the migration of 
our non-resident birds and the blossoming of wildflowers. 

If you were not on the trip, why not go there 011 your own and see for 
yourself'l Look for ~en Robison, the Park Ranger, who is doing a wonderful job 
of improving the park. 

. * 
--Ralph Trull:lnger, 854-4201 

* Editor's Note: Mr. ~I'rull 1Lnger 's notes are complete and will be published 
separately. 

{ 
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Observations: 

Mrs. Felin's home observations: the first White Crowned Sparrows at the 
Cases' in Santa C).ara--September 23. Virginia Bothwell r 1eports three Wandering 
Tattlers and eight Caspian Terns together at Dumbarton Bri dge, ,September 3, 
Harley Bothwell saw the White-headed Hood.pecker, Pine Grosbeak, and a pair of 
Evening Grosbeak in August near Bass Lake. 

November 2. General Meeting 

It may have been a wet, cool evening outside; but it was warm and 
encouraging inside Rosegarden Branch Library on November 9. 

Mr. Karl J. Belser, Director of Planning for the County of Santa Clara, 
out i.lined the present levels of planning that will, hopefully, c~ombat the 
current "transformation which will make the environment incompa,tible with man 
himself. 11 

• 

The latest county bond approval will allow 20 park uni ts to be completed 
by 1970. In 1957 there were only two and today there are eight. On the 
regional level there are about 450 square miles of publicly owned lands around 
the Bay. Of this only about one-tenth is open, the remai:nder :Ls held strictly 
as conservation area. Mr. Belser sees ris t ng land values as the biggest threat 
to these open spaces. He feels we should establish the r:ight of first refusal 
for other public agencies before districts can sell their hold :~ngs. Our state 
_government is presently (1) formulating a state development plELn, (2) working 
out some coordination o:f' effor t s by state agencies, and (3) moving toward a 
pesticide control program. 

Mr. Belser had the following suggestions for ~ organizeLtion: 

1. That we express our point of view at every opportunity to 
governmental planning agencies and committees; and 

' 2. That we propose the forming of a conservatio n committee of 
ABAG to be consulted in regiona ] planning. 

The program was stimulating and enlightening. Our thank~, Mr. Belser! 

--Mrs. He;r:-bert Gremch 

Hello 

"Hello. Is this the Audubon Society? 11 Our membershlip is spread over 
such a large area that we need to have sev eral phones list ,ed. It would be a 
dedicated service to our organization if a few members, ini scattered locations, 
would help answer the many questions asked by an interested public. Have the 
telephone company list AUDUBON SOCIETY, your address, yo:ur phone. You will be 
reimbursed for service charges of two or three dollars by the treasurer, Mrs. 
Joyce Todd, 945 Matadero Avenue, Palo Alto, California. 

-
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'!'.2! Reading En,joyment 

Two favorite anthologies for reading and re -reading: 

Green Treasury by Edwin Way Teale , (Dodd Mead, New York) 1952, 

The Bird Watchers Antholop;y by Roger Tory Peterson . (Harcourt, Brace, 
New York) 1957. 

Man's place in evolution , interestingly told: 

The Immense Journey by Loren Eiseley . Paperba ck edition (Vintage, New 
York) 195T. . 

A new publication noted by Mr., John Hoeck: 

The Department of Interior's Waterfowl Tomorrow, 784 pages with 194 
photographs, other illustrations and maps. $4 .00 from the 
Superintendent o'f Documents, ilashingt on, D, C. 20402, 

Care to read a movir.1g article by an outspoken conservationist? Try "AmeTica 
Down the Drain" by Robert H. Boyle (Sports Illustrated, November 16, 1964) . 
From sel f- serYing politicians and heedless federal 11wreck l amation 11 projects 
to eager land developers and speculators , Boyle paints a startling canvas 
of just how fe.r along the road of no return we have come. He suggests 
several courSE!S that might be taken by conservation groups, stressing 
foremost the need for , a powerful national organization capable of unifying 
the seemingly diverse aims of the present splintered factions . 

Avocet 

Our publication appears monthly e~cept July and August . It is $2.00 a year f or 
non-members. Copy, preferably tYil)ed, is requested by the 15th of each month. 

Editor Mr-s. Philip La Riviere 453 Tennessee Lane 327- 2854 
Palo Alto 

Cir culation Mgr. Mi.ss Elsie Hoeck 1311 Cristina 293-5668 
Saµ Jose 

Typist Mrs. Hong Lee 4123 Dake Avenue 326- 8742 
Palo Alto 

Mimeographing Mr. & Mr s . Emmanuel 14311 Q.uito Road 379-3424 
Taylor Saratoga 
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