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President's Message 

Every good book has a theme which winds its way from beginning toe 
always holding the reader's interest. Our Society endeavors, since 
last June, 1962, likewise have followed a theme moulded i'rom what Prre-

- s1dent Buchheister has said: "We have dedicated ourselves to the plea
s~n~ task of opening the eyes of young and old that all-,may come to 
cherish and enjoy the beauty of the earth, which is our home, ands 
in conserving its wonders forever. 11 iviany of our members have partic -
pated in the II pleasant talrs". Below are : details. 

Education Committee- Mrs. Diane Conradson, Chairman. 
9 nature and bird trips to the Palo Alto Yacht harbor, each trip 

averaging 15 children and 3 adults, were led by our members. 
5 other nature and bird trips to a var;iety of places, again aver.aging 

1'5 ch:ildren and 3 adults per trip, were led by our mem1?ers. 
Members conducting these trips were: · 

Mrs . Virginia Bothwell 2 trips Mrs. Florence La Riviere 2 trt s 
Mrs. Carol Zabel 3 trips Mrs . ~-ri.lliam Proctor 3 trips 
Mr. & Mrs . Turner 2 trips Mrs~ Diane Conradson 2 trip~ 

10 nature talks to various school and scout and Brownie meetings 
given. Members giving these talks were: _ 
Mrs. Riebe 1 talk Bob Fuller 1 talk 
Mrs. Conradson 8 talks 

·4 special training trips for Girl Scout leaders and Camp· Fire leaders, 
averaging 8 leaders per trip. Members conducting these trips we. 
Mrs . Jill Cisne, Rebecca Turner, Diane . Conrad son. 

19 field trip~ in which 274 children and adults participated. 
1 Garden Club visit 
1 Girl Scout Leadership training course. Member responsible for tpis 

act1v1ty~-claude · Smith. The field trips included Den Mother wor -
shops or meetings an<l Girl Scout con,serva tion work for badge .s. . 

13 weekly field trips for Palo Alto public participatio~ averagin8 
more than 20 people per trip to Yacht Karbor, Dumbarton Bridge' 
area and sundry places. Members conducting these trips wre War, 
ren & Rebecca Turner, Ralph Trullinger and Bill liissel • . 

6 showings of our Society-owned color and sound 16mm film "Na tur · 
Next Door" to such organi ,za tions as Palo Al to Ki wan1s Club; Sa 
Jose DAR, . 300 children at the Ralph Noddin School in San Jose and 
others. This work has just begun. 

be continu,ed in the June AVOCET. -- Warren M. Turner. 
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1;.i:ay Calendar, 

Regu.1
1
;.t Meeting: 

Monda~~' May 2, at 8:00 p.m. in Room R, Palo .Alto Community Center, 
l ;i05 Middlefield Road. · Hr. Eric Carruthers, Senior . Planner for 
Santa Clara County Planning Commission will again discuss ~he Coun
ty's plans for conservation and recrea~ion~ Come to hear how your 
t 1xes may be spent and how fou c-a.n .ini -lu~nce what happens to your 
C' ,untrY. .side. Lo cal members Connie and Horace Hinds will talk on 
tle .bll'ds "'arid plants of V:enez~ela and C~ntral America. They will 
b ring with them color sl~des and ~wo fine green par~ots ·from 1the 
a1ea. 

• .J • . . 
Field Trips: . . _ . . 

a tu &I., I"iay i,' "to the _Iv~t. Hamil tpn ~rea. ~ubli c invited; ~ :il1eet · at the' '· . 
j lnction of Mt. Hamilton Road and ·Quimby Road at 9 :_00 ~-m~ Bring 
1 nch. Leader: .tfilma Thowpson (296-2410). . 

@unqat, May .2., from · 9: 00 to . 11 : 00 a. m. , th~re will be a nature waLlc on 
t e . .Wolcott '.Ranch ( Fa1ir Hill, 25611 Altamont) wit~ : Howar~l." .llo~.QQtt , ... -. . : ... 
l~adtng. The Towµ brier, Los Altos weekly, plans to do a featu:re . ' ; 
a ·tiole on ~he Audubon Society and will be photographing people ·., 

I i . 
t ere. The wallt" is announced in the Crier as open to the Los ~l tos 
plblio, and a good turnout of s.c.V.A.S. members is desi~able. 

Jledne~iday . Mo,rning. Nay §., to Stevens Creek . Park, in foothills · of . Santa 
·cr'tlz i'-'i.ts., southwest of Cuper •tino, Meet at 8:30 a.m. in parking . 

· area. at . ·ste .vren~ Cre .ek Reservoir. If you want to come earlier, ·some 
.o i us will be birding around .the reservoir from 8 :00 to 8 ~"30. , Th.e · 
lE!aders: Mrs. Fumiko Pentler (867-36 '69) · and Niss Emily Smi,th" (354·"'" 

. 2, ~94) • . . . . . , · " · 
rfedne ~day Morning, ~rp g_g, to the Duveneck Ranqh, "Hidden Villa" on · 

1 Mo1ody Road, Los ltos. The ranch is recognized .by the ' thick .g-rove 
. · .. o r. oliv .e ·trees near the entrance. :iv:ieet at 8:45 a.m. :near the · ·en- · • 

t ~ance. Leader: Kay ivicCahn · (DA 4-1380) or c~ll DA; 2-1209 ·for in- . 
f >rmation. · ' · 

................ d~, May £.2, to the Palo ·Al to Foothill Park on Page · ~ill , Road. · .. · ' 
M !et at 9:00 .a.m. sharo, at the entrance ., since gates will b.e .. , 
l)cked ._afteI: .. the group 1goes in. Th~ -Park gate ·is on· Page Mill 'Rd. 
b ~tween Altamont and Moody: Road - about 5½ miles from •El ·· Camino 
R~,?-1. _Leader: Lucy Eyans. For inf orma tioh call WH 8-6$21 • . 

Satur£!&, ~ 1, ~- visft . to A'udubon Canyon Rna,ch.~ This 1s th~ famous 
r~mch whi .ch is being acquired, as a , nature area and sanctuary, · . · 
t]1rough the .-great ef:forts of the riiarin Auciiubon Society . and Go'lden 
Gate Audubon So.ciety; We shall' . probably ·wish to -·give them further 
ad after visiting the area. Meet at the ·Ra.nch at 9:00 a.m. Bring · 
1,mch .• ~irections: Twenty-five miles north of Sau Francisco on 

~ · Htghway f, between St,ipson Beach and '_ Bolinas on the Lagoon. En!"" 
t~ance marked .with a sign; Audubon Canyon Ranch, For further infor-

tion call 296-241 O. .. , · . · 
M ~, June .11, at 7:30 a.m. a. boat 't-~111 leay _e Stagnaro's Landing, 

M mic1pal 1'/harf, Santa . Cruz, for . a , trip 1.2 miles offshore. Tickets 
( '15 of them) are .:i,1.50, available from JQyce Todd (DA ,2-1787). This 
13 a joint rr1p ,with Santa Cruz and ·~onterey. lristructions: Come 

lrmly dressed; br ng blanket, · ove_rcoat, binoculars, ca~era and 
1 mch. Take some bread for the birds. - Arrive at the lal'!ding ½-· hour. 
e rly to tak'.e seasickness prev~ntion pills. Free parking. Boat . in
s )ected by U.S. Coast Guard. ,The ·· trip will again be led by Leavitt 
M' McQuesten of Santa Cruz. ' ' 
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New 1'1embers ----=---
We extend a hearty welcome to the followong new members: 

Mr. John A. Deady 
Mr. & Mrs. Harian T. Sethe 
Mr. L. E. Moses 
Miss Margaret L. Sherrill 
Mr. Kenneth John Bone (student) 
ijr. Philip Cannon (student) 
Mrs. Marie Rushmore Thorp 
Mrs .• Betty M. Brown 
Miss Francis Felin 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond B. lfueeler 

30 University Dr., Menlo Park 
1810 Duval Dr., San Jose 30 
120 Carmel Way, Portola Valley 
14290 Pau1 Ave., Saratoga 
6641 Camelia Dr., San Jose 20 
733 Mayfield Ave., Stanford 
1010 Waverly St., Palo Al to 
P.O. Box 134, Los Altos 
2250 Amherst St., Palo Alto 
1725-A Marshall Court, Palo Alto 

We are sorry that we misspelled the name of Mr. E.W. Troetschle:r 
in last month's list. --Angelina Snow, 

Membership Chairman 

NATIONAL AUDUBON 1tESTERN CONFERENCE 

OUR LIVIN~ HERITAGE - GOING WHERE?, the challenging theme of the 
National Audubon Western .Conference held April 6-9, 1963 at Asilomar, 
was tragically illustrated in the reading of Sierra Club Executive 
Director David Brewer's regrets at his inability to be present, as con
vention time would find him on his way for one last view of RAINBOW 

_ BRIDGE • . The flood gates of the dam in Glenn Canyon had been closed, 
; the diversion canals provided by . law were never built, the waters were 

rising around RAI:N'""BOH BRIDGE. An irreplaceable creatio:ti of nature has 
been irretrievably lost. Individually we should ask ourselves: "How 
do we go about guarding OUR HERITAGE?" 

It is impossible to enumerate all . the outstanding state, federal, 
~nd other dedicated conservationists o-r to comment on all their spee
ches - from the keynote address OUR HERITAGE, 1IBAT ARE ITS VALUES? by 
Carl W. Buchheister, National Audubon President, to the address of .Dr. 
Cadet Hand, Director of Bodega Bay Marine Laboratory of the University 
'of California, OUR SEASHORES'. SILENT STRUGGLES. Dr. Hand feels that 
~truggle for survivai of sea and wildlife around the _San Francisco Bay . 
Area has not been entirely silent! The Bay is our last local great 
frontier and in an expanding world the shores have paid ·the penalty 
with filled areas and the los~ of wildlife habitat. Our increasing 
population and our way of life are polluting our shores with indus
trial wastes, wastes from society, and insecticides which are all being 
poured into the bay and ocean in ever larger amounts. When will weir
reparably ove~load the bay and ocean with these pollutions and find 
that nature exacts a penalty for our mistakes? 

This world of technology and the Space Age lure the mind of man 
away from the earth itself in which he is 9till firmly rooted. As in
dividuals we must decide now what kind of world we want to live in and 
strive to _achieve .it . . Our "open spaces" and our former extensive emi
nent domain are fast disappearing. What is being saved? How much is 
being saved of our irreplaceable fore .sts, seashores, free-flowing 
1streams, unique scenic areas or wildlife? Is there time to save more 

._.or will the demands of industry and sprawling subdivisions overrule 
those who would save OUR HERITAGE, of which we are but tenants or stew
ards for a relatively short lifetime? 

Recreation areas and existing parks are proving inadequate in both 
number and distribution to meet the demands of an e_xpanding population • . 



- 39 -

This can lead to planned management and intensive but wise use of our 
l ands, with the 65-ac,re Asilomar State . .Park -~es g·c,od ex3.mple. 

Only the leadership of individuals, dili gunce of organizations, 
and team work of defenders of the nation's wildlife, scenic and wild• 
,erness resouroe ,s can insure the preservation of more extensive areas 
of natural open space. 

Mr. Newton B. Drury, a Californian and Secretary ·of the · Save~the
Redwoods League, has been instrumental in saving important bits of 
OUR lfIL.DLIFE HERITAGE. While he was Director of California.' s Stat-e 
Department of Beaches and Parks and .Jirector of U.S. Park Service, 
the Big Sur State Park, Asilomar State Park, Everglades National Park, 
Jackson Hole .Preserve and Teton National Park were saved. For his ·, 
work of a lifetime, Mr. Drury was given the National Audub_on Conserva
tion Recognition Award, pres~nted by &r. John H. Baker, National Audu-
bon President, Emeritus. --Lucy Evans 

Conservation Notes · 

THE LOCAL NATURE-CEN·TER PROJECT: We gleaned much valuable information 
at "T'heF°acific Coast Conference on Natural Areas, Nature Centers and 
Outdoor Education"-, which _preceded the Audubon Conference at Asilomar. 
1,re are now making -plans for a second II joint-committee" meeting. It is 
hope.d that we will be able to interest several other la .rge groups · in 
supporting the project, and key members of these groups are being ~n~ 
vite~ to th1s meeting. 

PALO ftLTO YACHT HARBOR AREA: Miss Lucy Evans has consented to act as . 
the C airman of a "conservation Sub-Committee" which will be . specifi
cally · concerned with the situation at the ~alo Alto Yacht Harbor area~ · 
We are all aware of the dedicated activity of our members who reside 
in that area, ·particularly Margaret Wolcott ", Harriet Mundy, and Kay 
McCann, as well as a number of others, such as Dr. Tom Harvey .and .Mr. 
Joh~ .·Brokenshire, who have appeared at hearings and presented the 
.cause of conservation, as . interpreted by our s.c.v.A.S. We hav:e asked 
Miss Evans to act as a "Chairman" of this group who are working _so de
·voiedly on this .. problem, 1n order that 1) individual effort can be 
coordinated into concentrated effort ', 2) we can all be kept informed 
of what action is taking place, both pro and con, 3) we who.do not re-
side in that area can help in the achievement of our Society's efforts 
to save a portion of those tide-lands, not only as a sanctuary, but 
also 'as a .natural area for both enjoyment and nature-study. 

ill!. 1!!! NATIONAL SrENJ;;: THE JlILDERNESS rn continues to be the most 
importa~ t single tem. The Sena t .e Cammi t tee added four minor amend-.• 
ments to the bill, the most important of which would prohibit the . 
exercise of ''eminent domain" by the federal government if it should 
undertake to -acquire small private inholdings which now exist in some 
wilderness areas. We have just heard that the bill was passed by the 
full Senatet bUt we have been unable to find out if the proposed amend
ments were · inoluded or rejected. 

A feud still threatens the bill, however I In the House·, Rep. Wayne 
Aspinall (Colo.), Gordon Allott of Colorado, · and certain western 
mining interests challenge the right of the Chief Executive to set 
aside land from ' the public domain. In the past, several previous pre
sidents, includingTheodore .Roosevelt, have exercised this power. The 
mining interests are afra,id that · the bill "will loclc up, forever, the 
mineral resources of Uestern Public 1Lands 11

• As was br'Ought out in the 
battle last year, the ~mount of land that . wo·uld be set aside for 1'Tild
erness is such a ·very small percentage o-f the remaining public domain 
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that if we cannot live without exploiting the relatively small amount 
of minerals therein, we are indeed already bankrupt! The Wilderness 
Bill still needs the ACTIVE support of all who truly love Nature, and 
who wish to save areas of unspoiled beauty for ourselves and the fu-
ture generations. · 

CALIFOaNIA'S TULE ~ - KLAMATH NATIOWAL :iILDLIFE REFUGE is again 
before Congress. Legislation intended to give permanent protection to 
the vital complex of ~ational Wildlife Refuges in that ·area will be 
the subject of a hearing on April~, before the Senate Subcommittee 
on Irrigation and Reclamation. The National Audubon Society believes th: 
that of the two bills being presented, s. 793, introduced by Sen. Tho
mas H. Kuchel (Calif.), is slightly better than s. 784, introduced by · 
Sen. Clair Engle (Calif.}. Sen. Engle's bill contains language that 
would leave the future water supply of the refu~es in jeopardy. It is 
well known that Reclamation wants to drain and' reclaim" the area, 
supposedly for agriculture / - but it would undoubtedly end up by being 
subdivided into tract developments. In either case, this ne_cessary 
resting and feeding area for hundreds of thousands of our migrating 
wildfowl would be gone forever. Sen. Frank E. Moss (Utah) is the 
chairman of the Irrigation-Reclamation Sub-committee. Messages per
taining to the hearing, or to th~ Tule-Klamath Bill should be address
ed to his attention, - and~ is short! Opinions received after the 
hearing still carry weight. 

CALIFORNIA tITLDLANDS are facing a new danger: a THREAT-ON-WHEELS! 
Motor-bikes and other mchines (Tote-goats, etc.) are taking over wild
land trails, especially in national forests outside the vehicle-re
strtcted, primitive, wild, and wilderness areas. To make it worse, 
SENATE BILL 117, which would open up wilderness, primitive or wild 
areas to motorized travel, has been introduced into the California 
State Legislature by Sen. Edwin J. Regan. The Fish and Game Department 
and the Forest Service oppose this bill, and could use help 1r2.fil ill 
.Q.! ~• Your State Senator and/or Assemblyman in Sacramento should ~e 
informed _ of your opinion regarding th~s proposed legislation. 

THESE MECHANIZED MONSTERS are also infiltrating the National Forests. 
Government administrators must learn how strongly the people oppose 
such travel on trails and cross-country regions if the last unmechanize • 
territory for hikers and horseback riders is to be preserved. One 
large organization, dedicated to conservation, and with which we are 
cooperating, has the following plan of action to combat this menace: 

1) A letter to Secretary Orville Freeman, who has jurisdiction 
over the Forest Service. A copy of the same letter to Chief Forester 
Edward P. Cliff (U.S. ? orest Service, Washington 25, D.C.). 

2) The exercise of your right to communicate with your Senators 
and Congressmen. They help to determine Forest Service policy. . 

3) The encouragement of members of other organizations to cooperate 
with us in campaigning against the misplaced machines. 

4) The encouragement of individuals to help protect our parks and 
, trails from this destructive invasion. 

How would you enjoy hiking up the trail in Alum Rock Park with 
motor-biles roaring up and down the trail? How long would the trail 
last under the wear-and-tear of those wheels? Imagine the same situa
tion on the trails in our State Parks, and in our National Parks, in · 
our matchless Sierra. Does that picture make you want ·to scream? Well, 
be sure that you scream loudly enough to be heard in Sacramento and/or 
Washington, D.C. , 
~ REMINDER: Each of uas the legal right, and the moral responsibility, 
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to express our opinions on thes ·~ vitally important -matters, whether- · 
they be at the level of the :State .Legislature, the . National Congress, 
Secre t aries of Departments _, or ev~n - to the :President himself. When 
i rrep l aceable natural resources are critically endangered, to delay 
deliberately in taking action can be interpreted only as anti-conser
vationl 

~L'_Q film Q!i A fltPPY NOTE,·. States whose · legislatures are considering bills 
to regulate t e use of chemical pesticides now include Maine, Connec
ticut ,· Ohio, and New Hampshire. Introductions are ~xpected shortly 
in _Il l inois, and there may be othe _rs about which w~ have not yer heard. 
Write to Dr. Rollin H. Baker, Director of the Michigan · State Univer
nity Museum at East Lansing for a free copy of . a new booklet, "Studies 
pn the Effects of DDT on Birds", by Richard F. Bernard. 

Notes l!2,m Afield 

When sending in your observa t1onii, please include tne f -ollowing _ 
l>asic facts: Species, Quantity, Location, Date, Observer. Please send 
your observations so that I may compile them· and send them to the . 
~~d1, tor of the Avocet by the 20th of each month • 

. Compiler: Ralph R. ~rullinger 
1960 San ta ···cruz Ave. 
Menlo Park (854-4201) 

Pelt Lake Trip - March 27 . 
-s 1x persons ·saw a total of 32 spec _ies on a rainy day at Felt Lake, 
near the Ladera Shopping Center. Species seen: Western Meadowlark, 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, Mourning D ve, Band-taile4 Pigeon, Acorn lfood
pecker, Downy 1i0 odpecker, Robin, B~own Towhee, Mocking Bird, Viotel- · 
Cireen Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Oregon Junco, House Finch, Red-winged 
~3lackb1rd, Brewer's Blackbird, Starling (one only}, Great Blue . Heron, 
Savannah Sparrow, Plain Titmouse, Uhite-breasted Nuthatch, Audubon's 
war bler, Cedar waxwing, Scrub Jay, Coot, P-intail, Flicker, Killdeer, 
(,al1fornia Quail, Pied ·-billed . Grebe, Greater Y.ello:wlegs ( one only). 
~eader: Carol Zabel. 1 

Hudda1"t Park iri~ - .March 30 
• A groui,o 1 had a very enjoyable trip. The sky was partly cloudy 
emd the temperature just right for walking. He were treated to sever
al exceptionally fine views of a couple of Allen's Hummingbirds. 
(Note : A stop on the way home along the King's i1ountain Road rewarded 
your compiler with a fine aerial display of the Allen's Hummingbird 
with its bussing, steep wavering climb, and as it swoops back, the 
Hharp vrrrip at the "focus".) A total of 22 species of birds was seen, 
and several species of wild flowers~ At the conclusion of the trip we 
Emjoyed lunch at one 1of the picnic areas under the trees. Bird species 
oeen: House Finch, Purple Fine~, Scrub Jay, Steller's Jay, Anna's Hum
Illingb i rd, Allen's Hummingbird ·{ 2), California Quail, Uren tit, Band
tailed Pigeon ( 55), Bewick~ s · Wren, .Orange-crowned Warbler, Brown Cree
per, Oregon Junco, Rufous-sided Towhee, Townsend's Warbler (2), Ruby-

1cro""vmed Kinglet, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Brown Towhee, Red-shafted 
Flicker, Great Blue Heron. Some of the wildflowers seen: Pitcher 
aage, Blue U1tch, Grass Iris, Shooting Stars, Hooker's Fairy Bells, 
l~lantain, Sun cups, Trillium, Mission Bells, Zygadene, California , Bee 
l~lant,. Hound's Tong.ue, Spikenard ( False Solomon Seal.). · Le.aders: Bill 
Elnd Bernice Pillow. · · 
~)umbarton Bridge !m Trip~ April .14 

. This was a combin~d .-trip w1 th . the Sierra Club 9n a. ·rainy day. The 
E~pe

1
cies seen: Snowy Egre't ( foo·), Blackbirds (Brewer'' s and R~d-winge ·dr-, 

I ( 

J 
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1!esser Scaup ( 100' s), ·sandpipers . (~uplin, west~rn, etc. ·, ,OOO' s) 
Willets ( 100 1 s), Qliff Swallows, J~P~rrows . ( Song ~l',ld Savannah), Water 
Pipits, Cinnamon "Tefal, Ki\ldeer ·, ·-l'erirs (Caspian and Fortser's), Grebe, 
Clapper Rail, Dqwitchers, arid possi~;i.y ._a Knot, but not sure. Leaders: 

1floward Wolco_tt, · Audubon ~ooiety -~rid ' Al ·nral;'er, .. sierra Club. · 

Field~ .. April 10 
' This trip included Los Gatos Golf Club, Calero Reservoir and Met-

calf Road. A total of 62 · species was see~ by 7 people ·. · The weather ·was 
cloudy, with showers and wind at times. T1me· 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Species -seen: California Quail, .Anna's Hummingbird (1), Red-shafted 
Flicker, Scrub Jay, Robi .n (2), Wester~ Bluebird (1), House Sparrow, 
Western Meadowlark, Blackbirds (Red-winged and Brewer's), Brown-headed 
Cowbird, House Finch, Goldfinch (Lesser and American), Towhee (Rufous
sided and Brown), Oregon Junco, Song Sparrow. At Los Gatos Golf Club: 
Acorn Woodpecker ( 2), Nutta!l.l' s Woodpecker ( 1), Yellow-shafted Fliclcer, 
Western Flycatcher (1), ;elain Titmouse (2), White-breasted Nuthatcn (2), 
Brown -Creeper (1), House Wren_ ( 3), Bewick' s Wren ( 1), Hutton's Vireo ·, 
( 1), , wa:rb~ing Viero ( 1) ~- Orange-crowned warbler, Wilson's . wa.rbl~r, Bul
lock's ,_Oriole, · Black•headed Grosbeak ( 1), P,urple Fi,nch ( 2). 'At Calero 
,Dam: .Great Blµe _.Heron (1), Greater Scaup (5),- Ruddy Duok (1). At .-Los 
Gatos: Cliff and Violet-green Swallows. On Metca).f Eoad, San Jqs~ ,z, 
Cinnamon Teal ( 2), White-tailed Kite ( 2), American c·oot ·( 2), Horned 
Lark ( 1), Tree Swallows, Common Crow ( 3). ,On Coleman Road: Yellow
billed Magpie, Mockingbird (2), Northern Shrike (1). On the scouting 

, trip, 12.+ ijyrtle 1-farblers were seen at the Los Gatos Golf Club. Leaqer : 
_ Mrs. Edward Lintott. . . . . . . 

Mauri2e Barnh.li reports the following: 
Ducks and .Coot - Lake Lagunita ~ All numbers are estimates: 
Specie ·s 2/4 2/11 3/4 3/11 3/27 '3/31 4/4 

Ring-necked D. -1,- 30 
Canvasback 20. 15 1 20 
Scaup, ~- 20 20 6 50&& 6 2 
Common Goldeneye 2 6 2 

.Bufflehead 6 5 4 2 1 4 4 

.. . . ~ . ~ 
, ~. . ... .... .. . .... ' . 

Ruddy Duck , 50 50 40 50 2 3 
A'!le ri can coot 30 6 3 6 20 10 6 

Total Ducks 96 92 51 128" 33 12 9 
Obs. Time(Min.) 45 60 60 60 5 5 5 

* I thought that there might be a Ring-necked present on 3/11: . 
** The Scaup count is an estibate of all Scaup-like birds on that date 

only. . . .. .. 
The observations for the four earlier dates ~e~m fa1rlj conji~tend 

w1 th each other. Thus it seems that · the majority. of the ducks mus~ 
have left between the 11th and the 27th of March. It would have been 
nice to be _able to pinpoint . the date much bet 'ter, and I _hope to .watch 
the Lake more caref1:1l~y next spring, sip.~ _e this data . looks s-o .promising. 
The Ring-nec~ed _ ~~Ifs ~ere c;ibvipus+y :·_migrants rather than winter birds, 
but the l~ngth of stay 1~ :not eyident. . 
ltuby-crowned. ·K.inglet .. ; :.2 on ~~ge 'M~l~ ·.Rd., April _ 13; : St?trling -o: 4 on 
'tanford Campus, Mardi 26, ~Y.-. fif .st op qampus; Band-tailed Pigeon -

about 50 near the ?1at;l.si;>teu1i;.:11_arch ~6; Barn : Swallows . - .3 at Lake Lagu-
ni ta, March 11; Cliff · Swal~ow~ · ___ .: 10 (est.), Stanford : Campus, Mar .ch 8. 
,/ . ' . , ,. , ... , ., ' ,. . . 

Emity Smith reports: .\taux' .~:·:'$.~(t :s _h~:v:e· .. been roosting in our chimney 
n Sara toga) ,since April t'4'th. If they are -preparing to nest, it 
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will be the fifth successive season they have nested in our chimney. 

.m_ ~ reports: The first Orange-cro1-med ~larbler on March 26-. One 
in the garden on each of the succeeding four days. A Rufous Hilm- . . 

mingbird at close range on t~e evening of March 26 and the morning of 
}.11arch 27. A flock of 5 Cedar Waxwings April 19 and a large flock lest. 
25) on April 16. 

Charles~ Fanny zwaal_report: Our Bullock's Orioles are back. They 
were in our yard Friday morning, March 29. It seems remarkable 

that every year these Orioles come back to our ~eighborhood (478 Clif
ton Ave., San Jose) when it is so built up here. This pair is courting, 
spends a lot of time in the Deodar tree just to the north of us, and 
are feeding on the blossoms of an Abutilon Shrub (Flowering Maple). 
On April 17 a Hooded Oriole came but the Bullock's drove him away. It 
remains to be seen if the Hooded will come back. 

( The .Edi tor, too late to catch Mr. Trullinger this month, observed 
on 3/31 150+ Avocets in breeding plumage standing together at the Palo 
Alto Yacht Harbor. They made a beautiful pattern - all facing the same 
direction. On Roble Ridge, south of Palo A1to, I saw the first 1filson's 
Warbler in the seven years we've lived here. On 4/20 a pair of Bul
lock's Orioles here.--J. Todd) 

~ditpr's Notes 

The Na tiona ·1 Audubon lfestern Conference at Asilomar was attended 
by 28 Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society members and officers inclu
ding our President, Mr. ~larren Turner; Vice President, Dr. Eve Case; 
Secretary, Mrs. Margaret 1lolcott; Director, John R. Brockenshire;, Con
servation Chairman, ~r. Llloyd Case; Field Trip Chairman, Mr. Howard 
Wolcott, and Membership Chairman, i11irs. Irving Snow. 

CALIFORNIA GOING, GOING ••• by Samuel E. Wood and Alfred E. Heller, 
published by CALIFORNIA TOMORROW, 1962, 63 pages. Obtain the book 
from : California Tomorrow, 334 Forum Building, Sacramento 14 Calif. 
It should be read by all the public for a greater awareness of our 
p~oblems. (Sample copies are provided free. Additional copies 75¢. 
Prices on bulk orders of ten or more provided on request.} 

--Lucy Evans 

Past President Charles D. "ifilliams is recuperating from a back 
injury in Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland. Mrs. 1filliams said he 
should be .home toward the end of April, after he is walking again. 

The world's sole flocl<: of Whooping Cranes Has down from last 
apring's 38 to 32 birds, with "no youngsters sighted". Congressman 
Henry s. Reuss (D) of Wisconsin laid the blame on "the experts of the 
Interior Dept." for this loss. Mr. Reuss said the department "goofed 
in al owing an .open season" in Texas and New Mexico on the Sandhill 
Crane . He believes last fall's hunters undoubtedly bagged some of the 
Whooping Cranes by error because Sandhills and young Hhoopers can hard
ly be distinguished in flight. He asked the Interior Dept. to end 
open season on Sandhill Cranes. As of January 15, 1963 he had received 
no reply. Mass crop spraying is another destroyer of birds and wild
life which feed on insects. The qu~il, in particular, is b~coming a 
great loss to agriculture because it is destroyed through starvation 
and poison when strong chemical .sprays are used -on massive scale. ru Prints 3/63 (from .Virginia Bothwell) 

-----
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Mrs. M. Rutherford, 52 South 15th St., San Jose (259-1928), in a 
card to Fanny Zwaal, $ays that she .has .for · the taking thornless black
berry plants which birds like for their- fruit and cover. If you are 
interested, telephone Mrs. Rutherford. 

Assembly Bill 1877 (and Senate SB1004) provides that California 
riding and hiking trails become part of the state park system, thus 
making it possible to acquire land for such purpose through eminent 
domain proceedings. The bill is now before the Natural Resources Com
mittee of the Assembly. The Santa Clara County Riding _ and Hiking 
Trails Committee, on which the Santa Clara Valley Audubon $ociety is 
represented, believes approval of this legislation will facilitae . 
completion of a system of trails for Santa Clara County, as well as 
for the State. Those interested are writing Assemblyman Edwin L. 
Z'berg, Chairman of the Natural Resources Committee, 219 Forum Bldg.; 
Sacramento, California. , 

--John R. Brokenshire 

) 


