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Society t!embershi:R: 

A year ago the Society directors voted for "natural" gro1<rth of 
our Society membership, as compared to "artificially stim.ulated" growth. 
In other words, growth just fo r the sake of lar ge r numbers was not con
sidered desirable. The right kind of gro wth comes from people wanti ng 
to join our organization because we have a good "product". · 

Our directors this year are favorable to a further step; namely , 
bringing our "product" more into public v i ew by means of Education Com
mittee programs and more field trips for the general public in the Sant 8 
Clara Valley area. T.fe are trying to give more pu blic service so that a 
larger number of perceptive people may enjoy the beaut y of nature and 
share in its wise use. · 

It may be some, months before our e f forts will sho't-r tangible re
sults, but we are working at it----hard. 

Education Committee: 

This committee, guided by hrs. Diane Conradeon, 1s increasingly 
busy. One week in November ~rs. Vir ginia hothwe!l, assested by Rebe dca 
Turner, took 26 Girl Scouts for an hour's nature walk around the . Palo 
Al to Yacht tfarbor---Director Claude Smith gave a butterfly talk to a 
San Jose Garden Olub---Direotor Bob Fuller showed a few 35 mm slides 
and addressed a large group of Cub Scouts and their families. 1'-irs. Oon
radson has made 4 nature tallce during lfovember. 

The comm1 ttee is now working out details w1 th Howard l!oloott for 
a conservation program to ba given to the 2alo alto Kiwanis Club. If 
this proves successful, ·.other service clubs will be contacted. , 

The committee is also s pon s orin 0 weekly field trips in the J.::alo 
Al to area. These are bird and nature walks open - to the pu b.lie. These 
walks will start Dece~nber 8 and, if successful, will be ,continued week-
ly for three months or more. · 

Gifts fleceiv 1d: 

Three volumes of the BL t DS OF CALI J!'ORJ.UA by 1iill1am Leon Dawson 
were given the Society recently. these ~re handso me books -and this gift 
will be enjoyed by many people. The donor's name will be shown on the 
''AVOQET" name plate inserted on inside covers and the books will be in 
the care of i-ir. &: Mrs. Lloyd Case and may be borrowed from them by 
Society members. · · , 

Our Society was given ,~30 for the purchase o! "excellent bird 
35 mm slides" to replace the present "unrealistic 0 

slides. The donor wishes to remain anony mous. This 
gift is a kind act to help the - Education Committee. 

A gift of $ 100 has been received to be used 
toward purchase o.f 16 mm color and sound moving pic
ture film to be owned by the Society and used with 
our new projector. This gift is t.imely beqause the 
Society direct~rs have put off buying two chosen 
27 minute films, costing :~200 each, hoping th~ -
gifts would make the purchase possible. ~ 

- - - T{arre__,. .... · _....,,...,,. 
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January aI-... ~nQ..a.I, 

Regular ~ eeting: 
Monday, ~p.uary 7. at 8:00 p.m. in~ R, .?a.lo .alto Community Center, 

1305 •Middle.field Road, Palo · AI to. · Dr-. Hovrard L. Cogswell, Pro
fes 'sor of Ornitholo gy at 1\a11s College will speak on " Weather, 
Migration, and Bi ·rd Finding j_n Central California". · . · · · 
(Not~: After the last meeting ,in Ea lo Alto a lady . called to inow 

why we had not had the meeting, because she b,ad .wai t ,ed 
at the Children's Museum until 8:30 p.m. and no: one , c·amel ~ 

~ield Trips: . , 
Sa turdav, January 5, to Richardson I s Ja y. i,\,.ieet . at 9 :00 .a .m •. :at · service 

station on right side of road just north of Richardson's Bay 
Bridge ( near i1~ill Valley). This bridge i _s . ~pprooc,1.mately six mile i.: 
north of ~o],den Gate Bridge on fi'.ighway U.S. 101. Bring lunch. 

·Leaders: Ralph Trullinger and John Brokenshire ( 293-6289). 

1!edne .sday 111.i:orning, .J·anuary 9, to Alviso to . see ho1-i th,e salt marsh plant r 
and the birds which f requent the salt marsbes in that area are 
fall' ,ing in these days of 11.irogress". il/J:eet at 9:00 ·a.m. ·1n front 
of George ,·iayne School on San Jose-Jlviso ,Road, which is a,n ex
tension of SarJ. Jose's .North First Street into Alviso . Lead .er: 
ifis s Emily Smith ( EL 4-21+94). 

I 

=-=.=..' January 20, to I;)UIJlbarton Bridge area . foeet ·at 9:00 a.m. ·at the 
we~t end o f the bridge. BTing lunch. Leaders: Les and Nellie 
Sleeper. 

a' • . 
~fednesday ~ornina:, Januar .-.2 , to Searsville Lake •. i-ieet at 9:00 ·a.m. at 

the entrance with 25¢ admission). ~le' 11 go to a new area, so be 
~repared for a bit of liiking. ,Leader: i,;:rs. .:.(or -man Zabel -: . : · . 

. {DA 5- 5939) or 9alI.Ytrgini .a .Jot}?.w~ll \~2~-1209) for information 
r 

Saturday; February 2, _,to _S1:;tn ._Juan -Bautista . ~ eet at the Mission i'laza 
at '· 9:00 a.m ... B;r:ing lunch ~ Leader: :·filma Thompsoii ( ?R 8.-4333 .). 

--- l ield Trip Chairmani 
,,., Howard ~·!olcott ( 948-6821) 

Screen Tours: 
F'riday, January 25, at 4:15 p.m. at Cubberley AuditoriUI!l, Education 

Building; Esaondiqo Rq~d and Lasuen Street , Stanford University. 
Robert C. I:Iermes will speak with his color film "Nova. . Sco~ia -
Land of the Se?-''.. ~xpl(n:e the 4eart of the majestic ·.'spruce and 
hemlock prime~al .. ~or~~t~ _of .the lovely Cariadian · proiinGe of . Nova 
Scotia. Travel witb Robert C. -Hermes of Hom~~tead, ~Florida from 
the woodland source of · a tiny stream along its · f~sc~nating pas-

. sage to the qea, · wner(;) · beauttful lapse-time photo _gra.phy brin g s 
in the famous ·i'1~1.nas .Gasin ;tides

1 
with a ._ variety : of .sea ·. life. En-

joy ·this trip . throu gh _.colorful• iiiova Sc9t~a . : .; ., · 
Ticlcets are available .::at TreE!s id~r tlnion 'l'i. c~et .Q.ffioe~ 

~ • • • • • • •• • I • • • _. • • • 1~ • 

Friday . January 25, at ,9 ~,oo p .. m •. at ~:orrts .Da:1:l'?Y ~'\.udi t9r~um, San 
State College~ Robert Q. Her .mes will pres ent ,"ii ova _Scotia -

· of the Sea.11• Tickets are available at the door. · " · ' · 
' • • , . -' I 



} 

- 3 -

We -31 ve a hearty :welcome to the following new members. Several 
of them have been National members for yeurs, but have never affiliated 
with a branch. 1fe hope they will enjoy the lo cal activities and will 
be glad that they are now Joint Viemoers. 

iUss Louise Holdahl 101 i-iiddlefield Rd., i alo Alt o 
Mrs . John C. Almack 683 Alvarado Row, Stanford 
Dr. R. Curtis Lee 802 Goodwin Ave., San Jose 28 
111Ir . & i:-~rs . Horace R. Laughlin 2631 South Court, Palo Al to 
Mr. & Mrs . Del C. !~nninger 7400 Tiptoe Lane, San Jose 29 
Miss Ruth Havir 3440 \'arburton Ave., Apt . 9B, Santa Clara 
Mrs . Douglas A. Fuchs P.O. Box 644 , Saratoga 
Mrs . Paul M. Sturm P~O. Box 243, Los Altos 
Kr . & Mrs. Vernon H. Gallichotte 18 , 93 1 Hargrave !~y, Saratoga 

--- r,;embership Cammi ttee Chairman: 
~rs . Irving Snow 

Jnterior Denartment ,12rouose2, .:!& 12erm1t 
, Continuation Qf Aerial Eagle Slaughter 

(Telegram or air-mail letter be f ore January 6 .) - - - =-------................... ---=----~ 
Proposed regulations under the Golden Eagle Act ( ?ubli c Law 

87-884) of Oct. 24, 1962, were published by the Department of the In
terior in the Federal Register Dec. 7. Interested persons were invited 
to comment within 30 days, or by January 6, 1963. 

The re gulations as drafted in the 3ureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlif e do set up firm legal bars against the marketing of eagle fea
thers, . which was one of the principal purposes of the new law. They 
contain this flat prohibition: "No bald ea r;;le or golden eagle, or their 
parts, nests, or eggs may be purc hased , sold, traded, or bartered, or 
offered for sale, trade, or barter in t he United States or in any place 
subject to its jurisdiction". 

An equally important .objective of the legislation, as supported 
by conservationists in the last Congress, was to halt the gunning down 
of birds from airplanes flown by professional hunters. Surprisingly, 
the proposed regulations would permit this kind of killing to continue 
under the following provisions: 

"Paragraph 11.7 Applications to take from aircraft 
"Applicationn f or authorization to take gold eagles from 
.aircraft must be submitted by the pilot and must include 
his name, address, and age , the number of golden eagles 
proposed to be taken, t he State and area where taking is 
to be done, the name and address of the livestock owner 
or o~mers for whom such eagles are to be taken, the pilot's 
Federal Aviation Agency flight certificate number, and the 
type, color, and registration num0er of the plane to be 
used in such opP-ration." 

Aerial killing by pald hunters is the other kind of savage com
mercialism that has decimated the species . According to the claims of v 

these airmen, who hire themselves and planes by the hour to groups of 
ranchers, thP-ir take of eagles ha~ run into the t housands. tlG one · can 
check on them - the dead birds fall in inaccessible and unknown places
and no one knows what other kinds of hawks and vultures have fallen to 
their guns and been counted into their ea gle "scores". It is in the in
terest of their grioly busin ess , of co1rrse, to conviuce the ranchers 
the skies are full of sheep-eating eagles. 
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1 >The National Audubon Society will offer no objection to regula
tions that permit ranc hers or t he ir employees to use guns or other me
thods from the ground to lcill eagles that are attacking their 11 ves to cl!,.,........,_ 
1,e cannot agree to a continuation of the indiscriminate, _non-selective 
slaughter by the flying hunters who do it for money. . 

Audubon Societies, otl ter groups, and indivi .d:uals who wish to 
comment on the proposed regulations should time their letters or tele
grams to reach Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall prior to 
Janjary 6, 1963. His address is Department of the Interior, 1lashingt 1on 
25, D,C, Unless , you are heard from, the aerial slaughter may continue. 

-• NAS Conservation Guide 12/15/62 

Dr. Kennet h A. ?helus Joins Board - -----
Bob ?uller, until recently our "Bird lfotes" editor, has found 

it necessary to resi en as director of our Society because of these
rious illness of his wife. lle a.re very sorry to have him leave. 

In his place and su bject to the approval of the Board of Direc
tors, I have just received Dr. Kenneth A. Ehelps ' willingness to serve 
in Bob's place. Dr. £helps was an eye, ear, nose and throat specialist 
practicing in !Hnneapolls until retirement. He was a member of the 
Minneap olis Audubon So clety and knew 2ir. i.-'.iorris-on and i:{r. Breckenridge 
the last two :li ldlife film lecturers - very well . He 1s a good golfer, 
a member of Rotary, and goes on many of our field -trips. He and his 
wife live at 1850 Hillow Road, .i?alo Alto , and they _ have been mem'uers 
of our Society f or more than 2 years. 

-:-- :iarren Turner 

Avocet Deadline 
• I 

The Editor appeals once again for all material on or before the 
20th of the month. This is partic~larly important in montns like . Janu
ary and February where the little paper must be mimeographed and mailed 
on the following week-end . The time and busy schedules of some ten 
people are involved. Thank you. ---J. Todd. 

TRANSPL ANTED CRO:nTED srARRO:iS REtrURNED 

. The following report r°rom Dr, L. Richard iie waldt, Dept. of Bio
logical Sciences of San Jose State College , was released for publica
tion December 1, 1962. Studies of this nature point up the need for 
accurate observing, recording, and reporting f rom all of us in all ' sea
sons, all places. 

11During · the winter and spring of the 1961-62 season, 412 Hhite - , 
crowned -and Golden -crowned Sparr ows banded :with numbered U.S. Fish and 
Uildlife Service bands were displaced by commercial jet aircraft ·from 
a bird-banding station in San Jose, California to Baton Rouge, Louisi
ana. Dr. L. Richard i.0:iewaidt , principal investigator on the project, re
ports that by December 1, 1962 sixteen of these native migratory spar
rows had found their way back . the more than 1800 miles from the east 
bank of the :i1ississippi River in Louislana to the banding station only 
a few miles from San Francisco Bay in California ,. These birds, which 
normally nest ii+ northwes:tern ~-rashington and in Canada and Alaska, and . _.._ 
spend their winters in California, perform ~neir annual spring and fall 
migrations at night. Scientists now think that these birds may use a 
form of bi-coordinate celestial navigation similar to that proposed for 
certain European birds by Dr . . Franz Sauer 1101-1 of the University of Flo
rida at Gainesville. The ' number of pirds returnin g , of those which · 

f 
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norll).ally survive from one year to t _he next, malce 1 t highly unlil<:ely tha1 
they ~eturned by random search; 'rhe pr e.cisi'on with which adult birds 
return year after year · to ·the same f ew acres to spend the winter is one 
of the objects of this ptudy sµppprte~ in part by the Office of i aval 
Research and San Jo~e Stat~ Colle ge, The very interesting possibility 
th~t some of the ypunger birds returned. t ·o the v icinity of Baton Rouge, 
instead of San Jose, is being explored also. 

· · Dr. Robert Newman of Louisiana . State University is cooperating 
on the phase of the program involving the shipments of the 196H,62 
season to Baton Rouge. H~ and i·i:r • . Stuart Yarter released 50 of the Cali · 1 

fornia birds at B~ton ·Rouge in each of October, December, and February, 
and 262 iri April of ~he 1961-62 ·ieason. At tempts to trace their move
ments from Baton Rouge by dyeing their feathers };,right colors yielded 
inconclusive results. · 

One bird was captured on its way north. A Hhite-crowned Sparrow 
released on April 14 was trapped on June 24 at the San Jose .iJ.anding 
Station. This bird, kno wn to be more t han seven years old, then presu
mabli proceeded to its breedin g grounds in Canada and returned to San 
Jose on October 27. This bird and twelve others of the sixteen which 
have returned from Baton Rouge have been displaced again during October 
and November of this year. . 

Dr. :iewald t has airlifted them and 340 addi tionsl birds of the 
~ame species to Dr: Chandler Robbins at the : atuxent a esearch Center, 
which is mid-way between Baltimore, i•;aryla n d and :-rashington, D. 0. This 
is more than 2400 miles east of the nor mal north-south migratory route 
taken by these small birds. This time in 1963 they should know if these 
native sparrows can "home" from the Atlantic across the continent of 
North America to the ~"acific." -• 11he Observer 

Sacramento Audu bon Society 12/62 

J otes Jrom Afield 
Past iieid -T-ri ns 

November 28 .. -:artheziTsRanch - used instead of the · uebb Ranch 
which was .freshly plowed and rain soaked - 18 bir:ders led by Ivirs. · 
Luthef E. Cisne sa~ 30 species on a ctisp clear mornin g . 

Dec.ember 2 - Los Eanes T'Taterfowl i-1:anagement .Area. A tl'.ain of 
32 cars of · birdlookers from many societies led by Carl Sather touTed 
the refuge t9 see 46 species, A young golden eagle chased by a white
tailed kite and two sandhill cranes square dancin g were . speci~ _l tree. ts. 

Observations 
.GUFFLEHEAD - Over 1.20 in one salt pond west of · Dumbarton ·Bridge 

~ovember 25 - Earl Albertson. . 
GOLDEN EAGLE - This month it was an immature golden eagle that 

was flying low among the flushed ducks and geese. 
looking for a dead, sic~ or injured bird to eat -
l~erced l-!ational :!i 'ldlife Ref uge · where there has 
been "a pair" hanging around . for sever ·al years -
December 1. . 

~LUE GOOSE - Sa6ramento National TTildlife ~efUge · - December 8 . 
OLDSQUA~l - 1 male - Salinas Rf ver mouth - December 13 - Capt. 

Elgin B. Hurlbert and Dr. Ron Branson. 
RED-HECKED GREDE - ·2 - channel 'oy roe~ jetty of i-iOSS Landing -

. December 15 , 16. · 
BLACK-LEGGED KIT 'l'I~lAKE .. 1 preened itsel f while the observer 

· squatted in fro .rit of it four ·feet away. They seem 
to be very gentle and }:lavEr al 1no_s~ no fear of h_umans. 
Rock jetty of iv;oss Landi _ng - December 16. 
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ROYAL TERN - 1 Monterey har bor - December 16. 
TRO.?ICAL KINGBL.lD - 1 Bay :b,arm Island, Alameda - November 1 ;5 to 

present writing (Dec. 23) - Elsie Roemer. You may 
still be able to see it at Godfrey · 2ark next to the 
golf course. 

WESTERN KINGBIRD - 1 Bay Farm Island - occasionally during , this 
same period - a more rare occurrence than the tro
pical kingbird this late in the fall. 

J?UGET somm race of :-:HITE-CRO':!NED SPARRO~l - During the past six 
days (prior to Dec. 23) this race has greatly in
creased in numbers at the banding station of Don 
~ cLean in ~allow Glen . They have arrived in well 
fed condition, thou gh tired, indicating to him that 
they have recently left ·the northwest well fed. 
~aybe fall ,migration has started from there I 

This past year has been a poor one for birds . Has it been the 
mild weather or insecticides? However, it has been an exceptionally 
good fall for eastern warblers on our coast. 

In the San Die go area, mostly in the Tijuana River basin, 24 
species of warblers were seen. Guy ~-icCaskie saw 2 BLACK-and-HHITE, 7 
TENNESSEE, over 35 VIRGINIA, 1 PARULA, 3 .3LACK-T:-IROATED BLUE, 1 BLACK 
BURNIAN, 7 PALJ-~ and 12 AfiERICAN REDSTARTS. ( Someone else saw a r-~AGNOLIA 
WARI LEJ.) 

Also in this area he saw 1 RED- EYED VIREO, 5 TROPICAL KINGBIRDS, 
1 EASTERN PHOEBE, 1 ORCHARD ORIOLE, 2 SCARLET HEADED O~IOLES, 3 PAINTED 
BUNTINGG, 1 S~'lArvIP SPARROll, 1 LOUISIANA HEitOi.~, 1 VEfil\iILION FLYCATCHER, 

.,. 

1 OLD SQUAW DUCK, 1 BLUE-1{.[N}ED TEAL, 1 EUROPEAN 1ITDGEON and several ,.---.__ 
FERRUGINOUS HA:·lICS. ROYAL TERNS are fairly common. 

January Attractions 
This month is the time of year to be looking for ducks ' and geese 

rather than woodland birds. 
BODEGA J AY is good for an occasional rare specie but you probably will 

find the common ones closer just as readily . 
TOiviALES BAY area including i.icClure Beach for possible HARLEQUIN and. 

OLD SQUAW; Pt. Reyes , Abbott 's Lagoon, i-lhere the TRlmPETER SHAN 
stayed for a while last January; and the entire eastern shore 
of the bay where you may find OLD SQUA:-l among the large flocks 
of scoters during the herrin g runs. 

BOLINAS LAGOON has perhaps the largest number of species of duck which 
can be seen at close range from Highway 1. BLACK BRANT and KING
FISHER are plentiful. Loos for an eastern BRANT. 

BAY ?ARi'1 ISLAND, ALAEEDA - Leave Nimitz Freeway at Iiigh Street, drive 
:to northwest end of High at waterfront . Turn left, cross bridg~ 
to golf course. Beyond the ceurse is the park and beyond that, 
Bay Farm, which is an excellent shore bird area. 

MONTEREY area for pelagic species, though November is the best month 
in a normally stormy year. Hatch the harbor .by the wharves, the 
water along the ?acific Gro~e shore and the lighthouse pond at 
.Pt. Pines. 

CAffi.!EL RIVER mouth is sometimes a haven from storm for rare species of 
duck and even woodland birds -• 
.:>ANOCHE VALLEY is still good for I~ERRUGI:NOUS HA:lK. This high" 

arid valley, now irrigated and planted, has good possibilities for dry 
area birds. 
SCHWAN LAKE of Twin Lakes Beach State Park, Santa Cruz is an excellent 

place to watch ducks from the service road along the northwest
ern shore. Good for REDHEAD DUCKS. 
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HOODED i:iERGANSER may be seen at ::a r sh Banks near Ualnut Creek 
or sometimes on the golf cou1·se pond, Orinda or the St. i-1:ary' s College 
pond, ~ioraga.. Last January there were five females on the .irreedom ond 
near Watsonville. Light is much better in the morning . 

:latch all ponds and. lagoons along the coast - you may be rewar-
ded with rare species. 

Oliver I. 1~llen 
490 Orange Ave., Los Altos 
948 - 5639 

Edi tor's lfotes 

Local Audubon members who spend considerable time birding around 
S.F. South J ay have been asked ·oy the Dept. of .D'ish & Game to report 
during the coming year on numbers and species of waterfowl and shore
birds. Single, mimeographed blue sheets corttaining report columns and 
a numbered grid map to indicate the exact areas of reports may be 
picked up (or mailed from) the National Audubon Conservation Center, 
2426 Bancroft r.-ray, Berlceley, or at the Region r.rhree Office of F & G, 
Room 3000 Ferry Building, San Francisco 11. These contributions from 
afield may help to save some of our marsh and tideland areas by fur
nishing specific facts and figures on the importance of these areas to 
waterfowl and other natural resources. 

--.TI1£ ~u;Ll 
Golden Gate Audubon Society 12/62 

The California :-Iighway Commission has shelved its fiercely con
troversial plans for a "scenic freeway" along the J:i:arin shore and has 
thereby earned the gra ti tud e of ._.~arin residents and the commendation 
of all Californians. 

By meeting the wishes of i.v:arin officials and of numerous archi
tects, planners and conservationists, the Commissioners have counter
acted much of the criticism which, whether or not "unwarranted" as 
alleged by the Director of .?ublic :/orlcs, has been both forceful and 
abundant. 

A rpime objection brought against the commission's selectlo~ 
of a route for · the coastal freeway at this time was founded on the cir
cumstance that county planners are now draftlng a µiaster plan for Uest 
ern Marin ; it was argued, not unreasonably, that the proposed road 
should conform to the master plan and not vice versa. It was also ar 
gued that the State plans called for a high - speed , straight-line road
way, whereas the terrain and other considerations call f or a more lei
surely, curving "scenic road". 

In · the one case, it now devolves upon the Marin planners to 
bring forward a route and design that will meet the requirements t hey 
and the State highway engineers can agree upon. It is beyond dispute 
that the area needs roads and will develop even greater needs as t he 
Point Reyes National Seashore develops. 

In the second case, it has been eloquently argued that no stan
dards of design have yet been formulated for the lcind of State roadway 
that has been designated "scenic". Establisr.Jnent of such standards, it · 
appears, is the urgent duty of the Legislature. I n the present instance 
the Highway Commission has shown itself responsive to public op inion, 
but future Commissioners may be less amenable. 

One of the most unusual parks in t he California S~ate ~ark Sys
tem, Angel Island is 640 acres of rufged terrain and the largest island 
in the J ay. The park is a naturali~t s deli ght; plant life is abundant, 
birds are plentiful. There are do ekin g facili . ties for sail and power 

t 
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boats at Hospital Cove's main dock. 

The State 2ark is open ' daily between 3 a~m. ad sunset. The 
admission charge . is 25 cents for adults and children over 12 years of 
age. For the non-boat owner there are . excursion boat . that ·make regu
larly scheduled runs from docks in Tiburon, Sausaiit and San Francisco 
on Saturday, Sunday and holid~ys. 

-- J.T. 

. \ 
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