
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Inc. 

I-

Volume VIII Number 10 December, 1961 

President's Christmas Messar-;e 

Christmas is a good time for the President and the Board of 
Directors t o for get, briefly, the business and admi nistr a tive prob
lPms and to think of the members as Christian p eople, loo k in g for
wa.cd to Christmas. They are good people for, somehow or ot her, the 
ideals that Audubon stands for brin g good people t oge t her. So we say 
to you good people: "Iv~erry Christmas and may you all have the best in 
comfort, health and happiness in the comin g year 11

• 

---Charles D. -t'/illiams 

Butane State Park - ~ Gift !2_ the Fut ure 

(September 16, 1961 marked the) dedication of But ~ ·o State Park in the 
extreme southern tip of San Mateo County. Preserv :.:J.•.,ion of Butano 
Forest has for 37 years been the objective of conservationists, plan
ners and interested citizens. It has been a long, hard pull, but the 
dream of saving the forest, or at least part of it, is becomin g a re
ality. Interest in Butano Forest was stimulated in 1924. However, t he 
depression delayed its acquisitio n . In the midd le 1930s int erest was 
revive d when nationally known fi gur es and pl ann ers toured the forest. 
A timb er in g cr uise started in the early 1940s once again stimulate d 

/ ~ action to preserve t he vir3in red wood groves. Conf lict of state polic y 
delayed acqui s ition. Step s were taken to rai s e funds, but t he ret~ r ns 
were insuf f icient for acquisition. A drive in 1950 raised ) 1 mill i on 
in cash and mat chi ng funds. Alas, in 1955 the funds were retu rn ed due 
to a chan ge i n t he proposed acquisition site. Ler;islation was i ntr o
duced for , , million but the measure failed to pass. Then in 1956 an 
appeal was made to the governor and acquisition of the pres ent s i t s 
resulted. Original plans were to acquire 5,000 acres. Uith t he po.ss
i n3 of the years, the acrea ge ha s be en cut to 1,955, Thi s wilde rnes s 
area of red woods an d conifers will be developed into a state pa ~_ .. lc. 
(After the dedica t ion, the area was) closed again until permane n t 
ro ads an d pe rmane n t facilities, campgrounds and picnic are a s can be 
prov i ded. This will t ak e from one to two years. Congr atulation.a go to 
t hose who have worke d for so many years to preserve t his stand of re d.
woo ds. Their work will benefit Californians of our own ti rr.e an d the 
f ~-cure. -- Palo 1\lto Ti mes 9/ 15/61 
(The site is about one mile off State High way 1, just south of Pesca
dero near the Santa Cruz County line. ---J.T.) 

Comin~ Events at~ Glance 

No . Board Meeting nor Regular Meeting in busy December. Sign 
the Annual Bird Count! 
lled. Dec. 13 9:00 a.m. Mount Hermon Field Trip. 
Sat. Dec. 30 Annual Christmas Bird Count - 7:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. 
' -- Fri. Jan. 19 Screen Tours at Stanford and San Jose 

State. Details in January Avocet. 

-
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December Calendar 

Re~ular Meeting: None in December, Let's concentrate our efforts on 
the Saturday, December 30, Annual Bird Count. If most of us 
come out, the specj_es count and total count can break records. 

Field T:-ips: 

~:/'3dnesday Morning, December .1], to Mount Hermon, in the Sant a Cruz 
M:ts . , on the chance the Clark I s Nutcrac k ers are st i ll th ere 
among the Ponderosa Pines. Meet at 9 :00 a.m. at the pe.rli::in3 
area near the Mount Hermon Post Office. Th e: ~,os Gat os-S :J.nta 
Cruz Highway (17) now bypasses Scott's Valley and the Mo1..u1t Her
mon Road at Camp Evers. Look for exit to Scott's Valley a f ter 
passing Santa's Villa ge. Leaders: Mrs. Adist Boylan (ED 5-4995) 
and Miss Emily Smith (EL 4-2494). 

Saturday, December 30, .Annual Christmas Bird Count. Meeting place: 
East San Jose, at the home of Frances and Richard Mewald t , 
4150 Golf Drive (CL 8-7491). Everyone be there at 7:30 a.m, 
Bring lunch. Reconvene at 4:30 p,m, § HARP at the Mewaldt's. 
Refreshments will be served during the tally. 

Count Area: Same a s in past years - a circular area 15 miles 
in dia meter. The center is northeast of city limits a t 
junction of Mabury Road and Capitol Avenue. 

Sectors: The count area will be divided into fi ve sectors: 

A • .Alviso Sector, bounded on east by State Highway 17 (old Oakl and 
Highway), and on south by Bayshore Highway. Bays h6;r,e·.:H;tghway 
is inside this sector. 

B. South west Sector, bounded on north and east by Bays hore Hi 3hwa:r~ 
Bayshore Highway, sout h of Alum Rock Avenue, in s ide t his s2c t0 r ~ 

C. Ever p;reen Sect_Q£, bounded by Bayshore Hir;hway, Jil um Rock J\veYJU9: 
and Mt. Hamil ton Road. I".It. Ha.mil ton Road inside t hi s sect or . 

D. /',lum Rock Sector, bounded on south and west by 1-it. Ham:'...l t en Road , 
Alum Rock Avenue, and Bayshore Highway; on north by Capitol 
Avenue and Sierra Road. Alum Rock .Avenue, Bayshore Hi ghway e,i1d. 
Oakland Highway, and Capitol 1'\venue are all inside this se ct.'._•·.'.', 

E. Calaveras Sector, bounded by Sierra Road, Capi tr "'7• 1'\venue, and. o~.d. 
Oakland Highway. Sierra Road and Oakland Hi , .1way i ns ide t hi s 
sector, 

SECTOR LEADERS: 
-1\ , (Alviso) Dr. Henry Weston, 14700 Golf Links Dr. ,Los Gatos 

( 356-5936) 
B. (Southwest) Mrs, .Angelina Snow, 21441 Roaring Water Way, Los Gatos 

(EL 4-1811), Mrs. Fannie Zwaal, 478 Clifton Ave., San Jose 28, 
(CY 2-2060) 

C. (Evergreen) Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel Taylor, 14311 Quito Rd.,Saratoga 
( DR 9-342 4) 

D. (Alum Rock) Mrs. Grace Brubaker, 191 Mountain View Ave, ,San Jose 
( CL 8-2289) 

- £ . (Calaveras) Albert J. 1.•.Tool, Box 68 La Honda (:FI 7-0317) 

Each leader is responsible for planning the itinerary within his 
sector, (If you know where there is good birding in a sector, let the 
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leader know.) At the meeting place, on the day of the count, the as
'"'embled bird counters will divide into g!'oups and go with whichever 

ector they wish. If you know now which sector you wish to join, tele
phone or drop a card to the leader& It will be a big help in p ~.a.nni ng 
the itinerary if the leader knows beforehand how many observ ers (_ and 
cars) he can count on .for his sector. If you have further questicns, 
call Eve Case ( CH 3-2467), Howard Wolcott (W'H 8-6821) or one of the 
se ction leaders. 

RE~ORDS: 

One person in each group will act as recorder and will record 
the counts of each species of wild b ird positively identifie d.. 

In making estimates of lar g e numbers, indicate the probable 
error; for example: Coot, 2000 ± 300. 

If unable to estimate degree of accuracy, record estimate as: 
Coot , 2000 est. 

In adding estimates to actual counts, in t ~e fina:1 te .llv, indi
cate accuracy in this way: Coot, 2137; (2000 ± 30 0 , ; 73). This shows 
that of the total number of 2173 Coots reported, 173 were actually 
counted and the rest estimated. 

Record (1) hours and (2)milear,e spent on (1) foot and (2) by 
c~, by each group in the sector. 

As weather conditions can affect results, keep record of the 
weather: 

minimum and maximum temperatures; 
wind direction and approximate velocity; 
cloud cover, - % of slcy occupied by clouds; 
additional pertinent notes, as fog, rain, sun, etc. 

Because habitats are important in evaluating species counts, 
record the habitats visited, such as: salt marsh, canyon stream, oak 
1,modland, grassland, golf course - (don't include your score) - , etc. 

Give percenta ge of time spent in ea ch habitat. 
---Ho war d 1/olcott, 

Field Trip Chairman 

1961 - 1962 Board Members 

1. Hr. John R. Brokers hire 
2 . Dr. Evelyn Case 
~ . Dr. Thomas Harvey 
I+. Nr. Claude E. Smith 
5. Mr. 1·!arren M. Turner 
6. Hr. Charles D. Williams 
7. Mrs. Howard Wolcott 

• Dr. s.c. \'loo dward 
• Mrs. Fanny Zwaal 

San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Santa Clara 
Sarato3a 
Stanfor d 
Menlo Park 
Los Altos Hills 
Menlo Park 
San Jose 



New Members 

!e are happy to welcome the following new members: 

Mr. Jan Cool{ 
Miss Virginia 1'!es t 
Mr. Ronald Bishop 
Miss Sandra Saxon 
Mr. V. Richard Eales 
Miss Lila. i"!essels 
Mrs. R. T. Orth 
Mrs. Petra S. Lee 
Mis s Anne Hazen 
Miss Mira Keen 
r'irs. Naomi Gill 

345 Stockbridge Ave., Atherton 
246 Harding live ., Los Gatos 
650 Palm Haven Dr., San ;; , :Je 25 
650 Palm Haven Dr., San Jose 25 
204/5 Stanford Village, Stanford 

3409 Greer Road, Palo Alto 
12540 Roble Ladera Dr., Los ~ltos 
3521 Bryant st., Palo Alto 
2121 Bryant St., Palo Alto 
2241 Hanover St., Palo ~lto 
1510 Portola Ave., Palo Alto 

1·li th sadness we announce the passing of two lohg-time members, whose 
devotion to the Society has meant much to us all - Mr. Charles ~nde r
son of Salinas and Mrs. E. J. Miller of Palo Alto. 

--- Mrs. Irving Snow, 
r-iembers hip Chairman 

What is Saved Now is All That 
Ever Hill be Saved 

The Uilderness Bill has been passed by the Senate but now it 
1ust be passed by the House next spring or all is lost and we have 
o start all over from the be3inning ag a in. Ue are so near to win__-r1ing, 

let's all write letters again, and. if the Act passes I promise not to 
bother you with the 1-Tilderness Protection problem at least for a lit
tle while, Meanwhile there are other issues which need our help, o~ 
at least consideration: Ft. Reyes and other national seashores, North 
Cascades and other new nat i onal park and wilderness areas, the ter
rible problems of pesticides, oil pollution of the ocean and pollu
tion of our inland waters, bill boards, the new pro .:~ em of motorized. 
transport in wilderness are as -- motor boats and trail "goats"; clo
ser to home we must worry about threats to the Tule Lake Refuge, pri 
vate inholdings in Joshua Tree and other parks, the despoilation of · r~ 
the Sacramento River levees, the threatened bridGe across the mouth 
of Emerald Bay, the BiG Sur coast; and right on our doorstep we must 
keep a vigilant eye on Bi3 Basin, Crustal Springs, Ano Nuevo Island 
and our own Baylands. 

If any of these issues particularly interest you, please con
tact the Conservation Committee. We would be so grateful for addition
al help. You don't have to know anything about the problem, we' 11 get 
you started. 

Most important, write now to Congressman l'!ayne Aspinall, Chair
man, House Interior and Insular .Affairs Committee, New House Office 
Buildil.g, 1-.rashin3ton 25, D. C. UrGe that the Wilderness .Act be promptly 
and favorabiy reported out of the House Interior and Insular Affairs 
Committee so that it may come to a vote early in the session. A letter 
should be sent to either Representative Charles S. Gubser (S.S. County) 
r J. Arthur Younger (San Mateo Co.) ur ging their support of the .Act 

once it reaches the floor of the House. 
Representative John P. Saylor of Pennsylvania says, "Congress 

will pass the Wilderness Bill if enough of you tell your Congressmen 
you want it passed". -- Lynn Robbins (WH 8-5910) 



Christmas GiviPfi 

Don't forget to coBult your Audubon gift catalogs for Christ
mas. There are all sorts of wonderful gift books tl--·:-1.s year, plus every
thing you can imagine to interest a lover of natur e . If you can, vi-
s1 t or 1 phone the West Coast Office in Berkeley - 2426 Bancroft i'lay. 

THANKS ro THE SEVER.AL MEMBERS 1-·THO SENT 1'1E NEUS. IT \'TILL HAVE TO 
APPEAR NEXT MONTH ---J. T. 

Notes from ~field 

FULMAR 10/11. 10/12 100 est Monterey Harbor near piers. Also many 
in flight near Pt. Pinos. EA 

GREEN HERON 11/3 1 Chesbro Dam. El' (Note: Twin Lakes is a "sure bet" 
for green herons.) 

UHISTLING S11.AN 11/10 7 McCluskey Slough (near Moss Landing). EA 
CANADA GOOSE 11/18 400 est Fora3ing in fields adjacent to Calaveras 

Reservoir. ES EMcR FZ GB 
BLACK BRANT 11/1 2 In flieht near Pt, Pines. EA 
GADWALL 11/10 2 Moss Landing. EA 
REDHEAD 11/12 1 Alviso. TH (Common at Twin Lakes,) 
COMMON GOLDENEYE 11/23 3 P.A. Yacht Harbor. El\ 
HOODED MERG1\NSER 11/18 13 Walnut Creek. 1 (fem) Scott Creek 

north of Davenport. OA 
'HITE-TAILED KITE 11/23 1 Field near Freeway & Embarcadero. EA 

11/19 2 Bean Hollow Beach Plateau . OA 
GOLDEN EAGLE 10/19 1 Ridge east of 1fatsonville. RM 
PIGEON HAUK 11/2 1 Felt La~e. Observed for fifty-ei3ht minutes 

during which it pounced on and devoured a Savannah Sparrow . OA 
BLACK OYETERCATCHER 11,111 2 17-Mile Drive, Cyprus Pt. EA 
.fu~ERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER 11/11 1 17-Mile Drive, rocky shore near 

Pt. Joe. EA 
COMMON SNIPE 11/23 1 P.A. Dump. EA 
KNOT 11/10 6 r-ross Landing. EA 
SHORT-EARED OWL 11/23 1 P.A. Yacht Harbor. 1 Dumbarton. EA 

11/8 2 or 3 P.A. Yacht Harbor . OA 11/18 Several Bean 
Hollow Beach Pla.teau. OA 

LEWIS WOODPECKER 10/20, 10/30 2 Alongside Page Mill Rd. about 1 
mile NE of Alpine Rd. KMcC 

CROU 11/2 250 est Evergreen. ET 
CLARKE'S NUTCRACKER 11/19 20 est Pine Flat, Mt. Hermon. ES 

EMcR FZ GB 11 /18 Twin Laltes, during field trip. mr 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 9/30, 10/1, Occasionally since 11/1. 1 in 

vicinity homes of ES and mv, Sarato ga. ES ffi•l 
BR01ffl-HEADED COWBIRDS 11/12 30 Pasture 1 mi. SE Pescadero. EA 
CASSIN'S PURPLE FINCH 11/13 1 Monte Sereno. CES 
:,~OUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 11/14 1 Hills behind Ryan Lab., Stan-

ford. OA 
... ,IIWRENCE' S GOLDFINCH 

--. J::D CROSSBILL 11/19 12 
',!rtI TE-THRO/I TED SPARROW 

11/16 5 Santa Clara (in bath). EC 
Pine Flat, Mt. Hermon. ES EHcR FZ GB 

11/10 1 (Imm) Palo Alto. HM 
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10/28 Field Trip at Isenberg Ra..~ch on Skyline, led by Carl Isenqerg: 
PB GREBE, GB HERON, RUDDY DUGI( , '11 VULTURE, RT HAWK, SP.ARROW HAWK, 
CALIF QUAIL, COOT, BT PIGEON ( c 250), l\}frT..L\ 1 S fs~NGBRD, RS FLICKER, 
ACORN WDPKR, B PHOEBE, S PHOEBE, STLR' S J 1\Y, SCRUB Jl1Y, CB CHICK.i\DEE, 
C BUSHTIT, WRENTIT, BUK' S WREN, H THRUSH, \'! BLUEBIRD, RC KINGLET, i',UD 
UJ\RBLER, TUNSND' S WJ\RBLER, W ME1\DOWL1\PJ(, RW ELl1CKBIRD, PURPLE FI NCH, 
HSE FINCH, RS TOWHEE, BID! TOl'!HEE, ORffiON JUNCO, WC GC FO:~ & SONG 
SPJ\R.qows. (36 species) 

.Additions to the Santa Cruz list published in October: Some on pre
vious list have departed. Host of the additions were observed during 
the 11/18 field trip led by Dr. and r-~rs. Ui ttgenstein. The field trip 
party sa w 56 species: WS'ERN GREBE, DC CORMORANT, GRl"\J HERON, REDnEi',D, 
GRN- 1lNG D TEAL, .AH 1'!IDGEON, LSR YELLOULEJ-S, MRBLD GO DWI T, AVOCET, RNG
BLD SHRT- 3LD BON.AP.ARTE' S & HEERF[ANN' S GULLS, RS FLICKER, S.AY1 S PHOEBE , 
STLR' S Ji \Y, CLARKE'S NUTCRACKER, PL.i\IN TI TMOUSE , BUSHTIT, ROBIN, BWIC S 
\'!RErr, AUD W_i\RBLER, TUNSND1 S Ul\RBLER, HSE SP1\RR01f, 1'7 t,1EADOUL.APK, OREGON 
JUNCO, 1:lC GC SP.I\RRm'!S. 

November additions for Dumbarton & Bay lands: Mrs . James l\'iasson scou
ted on 11/24 and led a field trip-in the P .i\. Yacht Harbor area on 
10/25. She and her party observed 43 species. Les .. le eper led a trip 
on 11 /5 in the Dumb arton area., and reported an unusually large volume 
of birds were observed. He called attention to the absence of NO:?TH
ERl'T PH.t~L.AROPES, and he advised that the 1'!ILSON PHALJ\ROPES present in 
July had departed. in P.ug ust. Additions to species published. in Octo
ber & November are based on these two field trips an d reports from 
EA , ES, OA , 3H, and RF: HEHR.ING GULL, ELK TUR"l\!STONE, BURROWING orn.,, 
SHRT- El1RED OWL, STARLI NG, J\UD i!P:BBLER, A1JI GOLDFINCH, 1'!C SP~~RR.m·!. 

General Interest Items 

Q,uanti ties of BONAPi'iRTE1 S GULLS, SHOVELLERS, EGRETS, ar..d 
STILTS are reported to be unusually large in the Dumbarton area. CLS, 
EA , ES. 

Reports still come in a bout the relatively 3reat numbers of 
FOX SPARROW3, HERI\HT AND Vl1RIED THRUSHES. CES, ES, ahd others. This 
may be a good omen as Claude Smith recalls that the last time 
thrushes were extraordinarily abundant we had a wet winter . 

Not a good omen, however , is the increase in ST.t\RLINGS. El\ 
and SH have provided multiple reports of floclrn of 5 to 15 at the 
P .A. Yacht Harbor area . On 11/4, during a trip to the coast, El\ found 
only 3 and 8 in the vicinity of Pe s ca.d.ero. On 11/10, EA observed 
starlings at 8 or 10 points be t ween Palo Alto and the coast. 

The Taylors report CEDAR. WJ\XUI N-13, 0,UD WARBLERS, and LSR GOLD
FIN CHES were abundant in the Evergreen area b y 11/4. They surveyed 
the Paradise Valle y area on 11/3 and found the birding very poor in 
that area. 

The Wi tt g ensteins report a HOUSE SP.JIRROW, Phoenix-like, flevr 
out from their lighted fireplace apparently unsin r0a , but alle g edly 
dissuaded from further mimic k ing o f the s-wift. HI..• 

Reports from \fay Out 

Mr. & Mrs . Homer Petersen enjoyed exciting birding in the 
Morro Bay area on 11/12. They saw CLARKE'S NUTCRACKERS, BLK-CPD 
CHICKl DEES, both PELIC.i\NS, lJ-1 GRT BL HERONS, a BLD EAGLE, and 19 
other species. -
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The following species were observed by Oliver Allen during hie 
far-ranging bird trips throughout the state in November: BLUE GOOSE, 
EUROPE.AN UIDGEOH, ELD El\GLE, PRAIRIE FALCON, 200 Sl1GE GROUSE, ROCK 
SANDPIPER, GRAY J _t.,y, BOH:EMil\N 1'!.t~xwnm~:-, Ll1PLJ\ND LONGSPUR, SNOrl BUN:-. 
TING. ( ~:-oregon . Any recent observations in this part of California?) 

Key to observers' initials: 

CES Mr . Claude Smith 
CLd Mr . & Mrs. Les Slepper 
E.l\ Mr. Earl Albertson 
EC Dr. Eve Case 
E McR Mrs. Eva McRae 
ES Miss Emily Smith 
ET I-1r. & Mrs . Emmanuel Taylor 
FZ Mrs. Charles Zwaal 
GB i-'Irs . Grace Brubaker 

HM 
Hi;l 
IC 11'.icG 
OA 
RF 
ffi-'i 
SH 
TH 

Miss Harriet 1-iundy 
Dr. & I✓irs. Uitt 0 enstein 
Mrs . u. R. Mccann 
I-:r. Oliver i'llen 
:r--ir. Robert Fuller 
Mr. Rex E . 1:arsh 
Mrs. s. P. Harrison 
Dr. Tom Harvey 

PLEASE send me your monthly observation records for ALUM ROCK, Dill'i
BARTON & BAYLANDS, and SANTA CRUZ. hlso please send accounts of your 
observations of the less common species, seasonal arrivals, late
stayers, and unusual behaviors. 

---Bo b Fuller 
835 Webster St., Palo Alto 
DA 5-9575 

Datelined.: Cape Hallett, Antarctica 
November 14, 1961 

Dear Joyce, 
Here are some II Note From Afield" for the Ava cet. I hope 

they arrive promptly - mail service isn't too swift. There will be a 
plane in here this afternoon that will take mail to l\:Ici'Iurdo , the main 
U.S. station in the Antarctic. From there it goes to Christchurch, 
New Zealand, and eastward. 

Had about a week in Nm·r Zealand on the way here. Saw 35 birds 
that included such familiar ones as Canada Goose , Calif. Quail, !ial
lard, Starling, English Sparrow. Two of the better birds ,-rnre Sky
larks, singing everywhere in the open fields, and one Kea , the moun
tafu. parrot. Sprin3 was just commen cing there - the Starlings i:rnre 
speckled and had bri3ht yellow bills. 

I I m having the time of my life. P.ope everything c;o es well with 
you and SCVAS, 

Sincerely, 
Bob 

Notes From ..!\field 

Cape Hallett, Antarctica 
November 14, 1961 

Here on Seebee Hook, a ~lacial moraine that juts out from Cape 
EJ.~llett on the Victoria Land coast, we are surrounded - on two sides 

- -.':\ the frozen Ross Sea and Hallett Inlet, on the other two sides by a 
.cookery of 1_50,000 or so .Adelie Penguins . They squawk through the 
twenty-four hours of daylight, batter each other with their hard lit
tle flippers, and they smell. 



When I arrived here two weeks ar:;o the .Adelies ,rnre also arri
ving, walking in long files over miles and miles of sea ice. Since 
then they have picked out a next site, often the same as of previous 
years , and lined it with small pebbles . Stealins pebbles from one' s 
neishbor is a popular pastime even though suitable pebbles may bely
ing around in abundance. Although separated during the winter, a pair 
of .Adelies will reunite if both return to the rookery. This has been 
determined by placine; numbered bands around the base of the left flip
per of many hundreds of birds. The first bird of the pair to return 
will o;f,ten associate with another for several days until its previous 
mate arrives . 

In most cases the second ef!:,5 has been laid and now the pen5uin 
tide has turned. Little gr oups of females are filinG baclc over the 
miles of sea ice toward open water to fatten on shrimp while the male's 
fast continues as he incubates the eggs. He will have been without 
food f or about five vreeks al to3ether when the feille le returns to take 
over incubation duties. By the· -: time the ec;gs hat , ,.: the female has 
returned full of shrimp from her second trip to sea . In an average 
summer the sea ice has br olcen up enoush so that these feeding excur
si ons become shorter and shorter in distance , necessary to keeping 
the fuzzy chi elm well -fed. In those summers when the break -up is late, 
many chicks do not survive. 

Slcuas occupy the niche here that 3ulls fill most everywhere 
else. They are scavenc;ers and stealers of .L\delie egc;s and chicles. 
They are just be5innin3 to establish territories on the perimeter of 

_ the penguin roolcery. It won't be safe much lonGer to trespass , as a 
Skua defends his chosen area most energetically, unless one is quick 
to duck or wears a feather decoy above his head. 

Hallett's third bird is the beautiful Snow Petrel. They have 
misrated past here by the hundreds on two recent occasions, both times 
in the late afternoon. They appear from the east around the cliffs at 
the tip of Cape Hallett, cain altitude over the Cape by spiralling 
upward much like a floclc of gulls departin3 from Calaveras Reservoir 
for San Francisco Bay , then sail and flap westward across the mouth 
of Hallett Inlet and up the coast. These snow-white birds against a 
blue sky , headed toward 5lacier and snm11-covered mountains are a spec 
tacular siGht. 

Your Christmas census will see more species of birds but I'll 
bet I see five times as many individuals. 

---Robert C. 1'!ood 
US.ARP 
Navy No. 20, Box 31 
Fleet Post Office 
San ?rancisc~ , Calif. 

(USARP stands for United States .Antarctic Research Program. Letters 
are postmarked "Operation Deep Freeze". I'm sure Bob would like to 
receive letters from members to the above address.--J.T.) 
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