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~14 Million Area Beach, Park Plan Ur~ea -- --- --- -- -- --
State park offi cial s today outlined a five-year, A162 million 

plan, for state beaches and parks , includin~ more than A14 million 
for Peninsula, Santa Cruz and Monterey County projects . The plan , pre 
s ented to Gov. Edmund G. Bro1-m by the State Di vision of Beaches ana 
Parks, proposes present facilities be more than doubled and ur g ed a 
start 11before costs a re beyond reason." 

Included in the proposal are " 14 million for Big Basin Redwoods 
State Park in Santa Cruz County, )\4. 5 million for Santa Cruz Beache s 
and '"'4.25 for San Jl.1ateo bea ches . .rm addition of 2,500 acres of "out 
standin ~ scenic ri ver va lley and wooded hillsides" is planned in Bi g 
Basin. The Santa Cruz beach~s project would have the lar 3 est sin Gle 
expenditure in the entire pro c ram . Division officials said the 11beacrns 
are the finest in northern Cal ifornia." l\t San Mateo Beaches State 
Park alon 3 Hirhway 1, the division proposes the addition of 1,000 
acres to the 242 already in the park . The addition will be along the 
shoreline at Montara, Half Hoon 3ay and Pescadero . Charles I\ , ·neTurk, 

. beaches and parks division chief, said th e work could b e completed 
, ;ri thin five years if the le c islature provides funds and if other at:;en-

......,cies cooperate. He asked ab andonment of the current method of finan
cing park expansion through a special fund made up primarily of state 
tidelands oil royalties and ~hich therefore has fluctuated from year 
to year. It has bee n declinin g steadily in · r ecent years. Instead, De
Turk surgested the le gi slature s hould act directly on park appropria
tions, takinr::; them fro m the state 's general tax funds. He also su33es 
ted bond financin G as an alternative . DeTurk ur Ged close cooperation 
with the federal government in rnakin3 surplus land available for stat e 
park use. DeTurk said a key aim is to provide enou gh f a cilities to per
mit California families to vacation at a state par k rather than be 
turned away by a 11 full" si gn - o .:'ten the cas e with the present limited 
campin 3 facilities . En Route camping parks would. be another featur e , 
such as a proposed series alorl[E St ate Highway 49 throu c-h the .Moth er 
Lode mining area and U.S. 101 on the route of the Span1sh missions. 

Sat. Jan. 14 
Uon, Jan. 16 
Ued. Jan. 18 
Sun. Jan -. 22 

---Palo P.lto Times 1/2/61 

Coming,Events at~ Glance 
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January Calendar 

No Boar d Meetin s in January . 

Re~u.la r Meetinr; : 
~u~je y , J anu~ry 16 , at Palo Plto Junior Museum , Middlefield Road , 

Palo P.lto . Torn Harvey will lead a panel Group discussion on con
servation problems . Time : 8 :00 p.m . 

Le~dership Tr~inin G Course : 
Sa tur cic:J~, J a:1l!a rv B , at the home of ]\'.'.r. 1.Iarren Turner, 6L~6 Alvarado 

Row, Stanford . Time : 8- 11 a.m .. For more information see articl e 
else wher e in this issue or communicate ,,11th Dl"'. Evelyn Case, 
2586 Homestead Road , Santa Clara ( CH 3- 2467) . 

Field Trips : 
1.-lednesd2.y Morning , Januarv: -1.§, to ~,Iount Hermon and Felton, hoping the 

.=::ea Crossbills and :2venin;: GroGbealrs ., seen on the field trip to 
this area less than a mont h ago , will still be there . Meet at 
9 :00 a.m . at the parking area near liount Hermon Post Office . From 
the Los Gatos - Santa Cruz hi3hway (S tate 17) turn ri 0ht at Camp 
Evers , about 16 miles south from Los Gatos . Brin 0 lunch because 
this Hednesday Morning trip may last in to the afternoon . Leaders : 
Adi st Boylan (ED 5-4995) and Emily Smith (EL Li-- 2494) . 

Sunday, January 22, t o Searsville Lake , Hest of Stanford University . 
Meet at 9 :00 a.m . at the entrance .:;ate , near junction of Sand 
Hill Road and Portola Road . Entrance fee 25 cen ts. Leader : Olive r 
Allen (VH 8- 5639) . 

Dr. Case was bo rn j_n upper New Yorl{ State and moved to Santa 
Clara at the end of 1:'!orld 1.'!ar I. 

She attended the Colie ~e of Pacific , in San Jose at that time , 
and married a clas smate , Lloyd N. Ca se . Leter she graduated from Stan 
ford University ~edica l School and practiced medicine , specia l izing in 
anaestheseolo gy . 

Retirin s from medicine in 1953 , she and Lloyd moved from Oakland 
to the home they had planned and built next to the Homestead Nursery , 
besun with her brother - in - law at tr ·_e end of 1:-.rorld 'l'!ar II. 

Given a membership j_n the ifational .J\udubon Society for a Christ 
mas present, she joined the local society an cJ her interest and activi
ty in birdinG has continued to c;row ever since , until she is at pre 
sent an ardent conserv atio~ist as Hell as an enthusiastic birder . 

She and her husband sp end as many of their week - ends and short 
holidays as possible on birdin3 trips in this s eneral area , roaminG 
farther afield t1hen time allows . Last year t hey spent the two-we el;: 
Christmas vacation drivin3 to Viazatlan , j\.1exico , on a leisurely trip 
that Has "strictly for the birds" . By drivin5 rel atively short d:i.sta n
~es each day, exploring interestin c side - roads and s toppinG to in ves -

---ti c;ate whenever they sau in te r e stin ~ birds , they pil ed up quite a num
ber of excitinc; 11firsts 11 f or th 9l11selves. This year they also wer;.t a 
field d urin G the ueelt before Christ mas , visiting the Na tion:-il '\'fj ~. dli fe 
Refuge and the two State Refuses at the southerin end of thE Salton 
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3ea, returninG home by way of the Josh~i Tree. Nationg;l Monument, ,-,here 
some of their enthusiasm in hirdih8 spilled over into an interest in 
'' s hrubbinc;" . 

- -,..J •. T . 

December Board Meet in g Not es 

President Charles i·!illiams and Dr. S. C. i:!oodward are workinG on 
a plan to s hare pro3ram idea0 and personnel 1·1i th nei -:::hborinG Audubon 
Societies . Probably we should reimburse program speakers for travel 
expe nses . Stanford University v1ill have the .'\udubon Sc reen Tours next 
yaar - a major accomplisb_ment of our society . The Tours will probably 
be pres ented at Stanford in the l ate af t ernoon . It 1·1as su&:;ested tha t 
t he deadline for the Avocet be the 20th of the month . Plans for the 
fo~ma l dedication of the Nature Trail at 1':iontalvo were discussed; the 
time may coincide ,-:i th the annual meetins in June , 

---J . T, 

p.C . V. A. S . LeQdershin Train in~ Course 

The Leadership course for those i nte rested in Field Trip leadinG 
continues to b e an inspiration to learners and lea .ders alike . P.t the 
first meetinc with fourteen in attendance the techniques of field trip 
leadin 3 Here presented. and discussion follo1 ·1ed . Several s ue5ce s tions, 
such as startinG on titie and havin c t, ·ro people r e sponsible for each 
trip so that one could wa.i t for late come rs , uere made. ii short field 
trip to introduce additional nature knowledGe and specifically to 
learn how to use a lcey for i,bhe identi:'ication of trees ·was then taken , 

The group met again Nov . 19th for an introduc t ion to ba sic Ec olo.sy 
\•Thi ch v:ill serve as the theme for the remaininc; two meetin gs . The in
terdependence of livin 3 thin gs on their physica.1 .·_and livin G environ
ments was discussed . 

Food chains , food webs and the si c;nificance of the pyramid of 
numb e rs were concepts ,-1hich \•1ere considered, \ ·Ji th several examples 
cominc from the way birds demonstrate these interdependences . O~e of 
the remaining meetine;s will be devoted to studyinc; the chan c;es 1·1hich 
occur in the numbers of orGanisms, misration, succession and dispare ·al 
The other meeting will consider hoH different areas va ry in the li '-fe 
they support, the factors which account for the differences and the 
adaptations of the or ga nisms which ena ble them to survive the adverse 
con d itions of their preferred habitats . 

It is hoped that this course is providinG the backcround informa
tion on what to present on a field trip as uell as hoH to present it. 
Ue hope to repeat a similar pro3ram in the sprin G, if there ar e others 
who wish to participate . It would help in our planning if those of ry ou 
who are interested \·1ould drop a line to Dr . E . Case, 25 86 Homestead 
Road, Santa Clara . 

- - - T. Harvey 

Dr . Thomas Harvey -
As one of your board members, Tom Harvey is completinc his third 

year of service. He is an Associate Professor of Biolo5y at San Jos e 
State Colle3e and durine5 the last four summerl:l has been an Instructor 

t the Audubon Camp of Californj.e.4 . Amons his varied interests are hilc 
inc, volley ba ll , readini::;, ins .eot .study and,. of course , bird wa tchins . 
Nature philosophers most influentia l in ~helping formulate his ideas o f 
conservation are Henry Thoreau and ~ldo Leopold . - - - J . T. 
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New Members 

We are very 3lad to welcome the following new members : 

Mrs . Lawrence H. Easterling 
I--11·'.'s . W. s . Johnson 
l ~r. 1-!, .A. S . Clayton 
:rv::r. Rex E . Marsh 

915 Laurel .Avenue 
987 \.7estrid5e Drive 
677 Linden Avenue 
1807 Earmil Way 

San Mateo 
Portola Valley 
Los .Altos 
San Jose 25 

- - - Mrs . Irving Snow 
r-1embership Chairman 

Notes from Afield 

The best news at this time seems to be the arrival of several ir 
re g ular northern visitors : Evening Grosbeak, rte d Crossbill, and Amer 
ican Rough-le ~r;ed Hawk . The December 17 field trip saw 15 Crossbills 
feeding in alders at nenry Cowell State Park south of Felton and 15 
Gr o sbeaks at Mount Hermon . Emily Smith reports seeing the same Gros 
be aks on the 15th and havin s three Crossbills at her Saratoga home on 
the 23rd . Rou ~h-legs were seen on November 27 by Earl Albertson, two 
alonf the coast hi 3hway at Half i,Ioon Bay, and by Bob 1-!ood and others 
on December 4, one on the same hi ghway near /mo Nuevo Point and three 
in a field north of Lake Lucerne on the road to Pescadero , In the 
same field during the last hour of dayli3ht, we saw four species of 
hawlrn and two of owls: Red - tail, 6 Marsh , 3 Kit e s , 3 Rou s h- legs , Bur 
rowing , and a minimum of 6 ~hort -eared Owls . 

While on the ·.rubject of hawks, Oliver Allen has sent in an inter 
esting summary of his White-taj_led Kite observations : Jun e 20 one at 
Uvas Dam, October 2 3 two at .Alviso and one at Dumbarton Bridge , Novem
ber 20 three east of Gilroy , December 7 two at Vasona Reservoir , Decem:;;.: 
ber 11 two in Ever g reen . Finding a kite is not now the task it was 
only a few years ago . 

Earl Albertson reports seeing three Knots at ~.-Toss Landing on 
December 10 and 80 Starlings on November 27 near the Half :Moon Bay air 
port . During the Christmas weekend I sa H many small flocks of Star 
lings alon 5 the highway in the vicinity of the S8.cramento }Tational 
Wildlife ~efu g e . Oliver Allen recorded 55 Greater Yellowlegs, 31 Kil l
deer , and two Green Herons at Los Alamitos Reservoir in San Jose on 
December 5 ana three Sn ip8 and a Gallinule on Coyote Creel c south of 
the county fair g:rounds on the 14th . He and Bob Fuller had two Uhist 
lirgSwans at Crystal Sp rin gs Reservoir on Nov embe r 2L~ and three 
Lewis 1 s t 7oodpeckers near Gilroy on Dec ember 4, \".7hile this last repor t 
is not in territory usually covered b y .I\VOCET re ad ers , it is worth 
passing on : a single ~·!hite-faced Ibis was spotted by the :!itt3ensteins 
on November 12 wh ile dri yin g on the free 1-.ray south of San Luis Obispo . 
Perhaps a bird list indicative of this day and age would be of those 
birds seen while traveling at 50 m. p . h . or better . I'll hold out , 
thou Gh , for a list of birJs seen at sunrise from my sleepin 5 ba3 . 

--- Robert 1.food, 1007 Los Tr anc e s Rd. 
Portola Valley , ULmar 1 - 1237 
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Edit or's Notes 

The Utah Construction & Minin3 Company has offered to reclaim 
some 112 acres of Alviso ' s baylands jus t one week after a similar 
offer was rejected in Pa ~tlto (involvin g development of 600 acres of 
city-owned b ~y lands for li zht in dust ry and business) . 

The Wonders I See - --

---P alo Al t o Times 11/ 22 

New Book s 

Teach i n3 Science throug h Conse rv ation 

Things to Do in Sci en ce and Conservation 

Familiar Insects of America 

Li ppinc o tt 

McGraw 

Inters ta te 

Harpe r 

Doubleday 

1-Jalck 

Fleet 

1·!eo of Nature 

Gras§~g (ju venile) 

Land 1:food and 1.Ta ter --- , -- - - ----
Land '.:for the Fu ture 

This Land of Ours -----

Hummin ~bird s 

Birds in Color 

Johns Hopk ins 

:Macmil lan 

Doubleday 

University of Minnesota 

---J. T. 
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