
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Inc. 

Volume VII Number 3 ii arch 1960 

No rthern California Coast Ranr;e Preserve 

Allen H. Ifo r r;an , :SXecutive Vice - President , IVIassachusetts Audubon 
Society , is responsible for the statement now so vridely quoted by 
conservation sroups over the country: 11Uhat we save in the next few 
years is all that will ever be saved" . Audubon ,'lildlife Sanctuaries 
are an important pa.rt of this natural preserve . A relatively younc; 
group , The Natu re Conservancy , has like wis e been acquiring 11livin s 
museums " - 18 nature areas in 6 states so far, with 21 others i~ pr o
cess of acquisition . This society has made th e down payment of ,,;25,000 
on the Northern California Coast Ran3e Preserve of redwoods . Ultimate
ly they hope to complete purchase of 6500 a cres in this r,;:endocino 
County area . See the Ja nuary 1960 article in Reader 's Di gest - 11Save 
A Beau ty Spot for America" : ••.. 11lom;ers and roadbuilders have all but 
wiped out the Coast Ranse wilderness . Yet , by happy fate, they have 
left untouched the whole of the drainase basin of the Elder River . .At 
the heart of this project is a tract of some 3000 acres sold to Na
tu re Conserv an cy by its 5 enero us 01·mer ( J\fir. Heath .Ans elo, Uild erness 
Road , Branscombe , Calif.) at a price that is but a small fraction of 
its actual value . The Conservancy hopes to lease additiona l tracts 
of adjoinin~ land. The total project 1·rill involve much money . But 
think what it wi ll bring: the 1-1hole un di sturbed natural basin of a 
river, from its source to its mouth !" Sc.nta Clara Valley Audubon So
ciety and i,Ia rin .Audubon Society have each recently contributed .. ~33 
for an acre in the Preserve . 

Contributions in any amount from individuals a re especially wel 
come no, ,r since only ~; 15 , 000 of the ~'.;25, 000 due on Eay 7 has been 
raised . The addr ess: 

Sat . I-Iarch 5 9: 30 
Hon . I-Iarch 14 8 :00 
J ed . March 16 8 : 30 
1-ion . lia rch 21 8 :00 
Sun . March 27 9: 30 
1:!ed . March 30 8 : 30 

Nature Cons ervancy 
testern Recional Off ice 
1711-A Grove Street 
Berkeley 9, California 

---J. Todd 

COI•HNG EVENTS AT !)_ GLANCE 

a.m. Alv iso 
p . m. Palo Alt o Jr. i:useum 
a . rn. Vasona Reservoir 
p . m. San Jose State Colle 3e 
a.m. Hidden Valley Ranch 
a . m. . Palo Al to Yacht Harb or 

, 

;; -- . / ~ ~ - .: _~~ -



84 . 

!'!A.T'r. h C,9,l e:nda:r, 

Re~ular MeetinG 

Honday , i'-iarch 14 , Pal o 1\lt o Junior l\~useum , !-iiddlefield Road , Palo 
.l\lto, at 8 :00 p.m . I,1r . IrvinG Tailleur frorn the United States 
Geolo 0 ical Survey, I<enlo Park , u ill tell us about Alas lca , with 
special reference to its abundant Hi ldlife . He has selected color 
slides from a very extensive coll e ction . 

Fiel d Trips : 

Saturday , ~iarch 5 , to Alvis o \·Jith Harriet Hundy as leader. Heet 
at Alviso Elementary School at 9 : 30 a . m. (DA 5- 1192) . 

1-Todnesday Horninr; , I,iarch 16, to the Vasona Reservoir area on the 
north sj .de of Los Gat o s , vrhere county park is bein g planned . This 
is a rep ea t trip , by r equest , hopin c; i t do wn not rain this time . 
1-'.ieet at 8 : 30 a . m. at home of I:r . and i,·irs . Edward 1-i . Linto t t , 
17150 Buena Vista Jwe . ( ~'urn east from Santa Clara - Los Gatos Ra . 
a mile north of Sarat o c a Rd . and only a short ,.-,ay beyond Villa 
Felice restaurant . ) Le ade r: ::rs . Catherine Lintott (EL 4- 96 64 ) . 

Sunday , I-iar ch n , to the 1-ii.dd en Villa Ranch of Franlc and Jose 
ph ine Duve ne clc in the Los Altos Hills . i--eet at the entr ance to th e 
r an ch on 1:oo dy Road just beyo nd .l\dobe Cr eek Lodse at 9 : 30 a . m. 
Leader s : i--r . and ifrs . 1'!. R. EcCan n ( Di\ 4- 1380) . 

1'lednesday Viorninr-; , Ea rch 30 , to the Palo ill to Yacht Harbor area 
at the east end of Embarcadero Road (e ast from Bayshore HiG11way). 
I-'.teet at G: 30 a . m. at the duck po nd i n Bixbee Park in this area . 
Leader : His s Harriet Hund y ( DJ\ 5- 1192) . 

Screen Tour : 

Yonda v , ~far c h 21 , at 8 :00 p . m. in the i'-·'.torris Dail e y Audi t o ri um, 
San J ose-StateColle 3 e . Dr . G. Clif f ord Carl \·ri ll present "Secrets 
of the Sea" . Dr . Ca rl, Direc t or of the Provincial Iiuseum , Victor:ie , 
British Columbia. , is no ted :.':'or' his rese.c.rch i.n the myster ies of 
the sea - the life within it and alon e its shores . ~otion pic 
tures in natural color of such f as cin a tin 0 creatures as sea ur 
chins , starfish , octo pus , fur seal s , humpback whales and varied 
sea birds tl'1at make up the intricate web and pa ttern of our marine 
heri tace . This is the l ast tour in t h e ct ~rrent series . Don ' t miss 
i t! Tickets are available at the door . 

Don ' t For~et the Uilderness Bill - S 1123 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs o f the U. S. Senat e 
,-,ill act soon on t h e Uilderness Bill . Senator Thomas Kuchel , accor
:linc t o the National Parks Association , is an un decid ed member of the 
Committee . The bill in its -oresent for m has been amended to meet all 
possible objections . It has - the support of all major conservation or 
canizati ons . An air mail note or ni.::;ht letter no w to Senator Kuchel 
can help a sreat deal . 

--- J . T. 



San Francisco International Batu. re Slide Exhibition 
sponsored by Photochrome Club of S.F. 

Nature color slid.es from an international array of photoGra.phers 
will be exhibited throuchout the Bay Area by the Photochrome Club of 
San Francisco besinnins i1arch 16 . 

The sho\'1inG will last about 11 hours and will include color 
slides of birds, insects, mammals , flowers, funGi and lichen, as well 
as scenes of nature in ~eneral . Commentary will accompany the showin& 

The exhibition is aimin 0 to pr omote naturalness, educational 
value and artistry in nature photosraphy. The top award in the exhibi
tion will be Given for the slide ,-1hich , in the opinion of the judces, 
best illustrates the relationship of a li vinG subject to its environ
ment or habitat . 

Phyllis Lindley, 'Nationa l Audubon Society staff member, wil l be 
amens those on the panel of selection • 

. l\dmission is fr e e at all showinss and the public is cordially in
vited to attend a session of outsta ndinc; nature color slide photo-
3raphy. 

The Exhibition \·Till ta k e place Sunday , !<iarch 20 at 3 p.m. in the 
Rosicrucian r-Iuseum, Sa!l Jose, ,-rith the Lisht and Shadow Club as host. 
Call the Avocet Editor (DA 2-1787) for other dates and places in the 
Bay Area. .--J. T. 

Sanctuaries and Income Tax 

You have probably received by now the annual request of Nationa l 
J\udubon for Sanctuary Fund contributions. Financial support of this 
kind literally keeps nature alive in beautiful areas that mi c;ht other
wise be hopelessly over-civilized by no, ,,. Please Give 3enerously ,an d 
deduct the gift on your income tax return. 

---J.T. 

Sunmer is Comin 0 ! 

Audubon Camp of California will open asain for several sessions 
this summer. If you have never had the pleasttre of spend.ins a ueel,;: or 
two there, uhy not co this year? Further details will be available 
shortly in the .l\vocet, or ,-rri te or ph one the Audubon branch office in 
Berl{eley no,-r. 

Every Audubon member 's dream trip , the J\udubon 1'!ildlife Tour 
throush the Everclades Nation a l Parl ~ in Florida ,vill be available 
this year in five different 11packaces 11

• I have a schedule if you need 
one. 

Alas k a would like to have us enjoy some of the most beautiful, 
unspoiled country left on this continent: Camp Denali, a wi lderness 
r esort in the 1-'icKinley Park rec;ion of Alas lca, is offerinG three spe
cial sessions this swnmer that may be of interest to Audubon members. 
The ~'!ilderness 1'!orl{shop, June 20-30, is se t up alone t h e line of Audu
bon Camps, to explore and study the nature lore of the Arctic-Alpine 
Tundra. Tundra Treks , Aus. 10-22, will attra.ct those interested in 
· i.kin 0 the back country of EcKinely Parl -:: and the adjacent r:antishna 
_.ac ion from comfortable base camps alone the 1-J:cICinley Park Road . ':i.'he 
Sh utter Safari is ci.esicned for the serious 1vildlife photo.srapher who 
vrn..nts to record the spectacular animal and bird life alonG with the 
mountain scenery for uhich i~cKinley Park is famous . For those just in
terested in a relaxins vacation in this resion, the re cular facilities 
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f Camp Den ali will b e open t o all from J ul,, 1 t o .Auc us t 8. For b r o
chure and other information write Calilp Denali , J ox 526 , Coll ese , 
Alaska . --- J . T. 

KOTZS FROli AFIEL D 

Let ' s catch up on some field trip reports first . Away back on th e 
seventh of November He joined the So.nta Cruz Bird Club on a joint 
field trip to Pinnacles National iionument . Tv1enty-nine species of 
birds uere seen : Nuttall ' s 1foodpecl l'.er , Blo. cl;::- throated Gro.y Uarbler , 
and '."!hi te - throo.ted 3uift vrere some of the more note1·1orthy . Virsinia 
Pothwell reports a list of 27 birds that included a Sharp - shinned 
Em·1k and Townsend I s ~!arbler seen on the November 18 trip to the Uol 
cott Franch in Los J\ltos . Cro\v and Say ' s Phoebe Here amonc; the 37 spe 
cies seen by Emmanuel 1'aylor 1 s field trip to EverGreen and Coon Eol
low on November 22 . 

Anoth er joint trip with the Santa Cruz Bird Club took place on 
December 6 . About a dozen cars of enthusiastic bird - 1-ratchers listed 
59 different birds at th e Los Banos state came refu :::;e . La :i."'Ge birds 
were a particular a t tract i on ; everyone enj o yed approximately 75 Vhit e 
Pelicans , 30 Fhistlin G S1•,1ans , and 125 Sandhill Cranes . J\lso listed 
uere a Red - necked Grebe , American RouGh- le cc ed Havrk, Horned Owl, and 
Lons - b i lled Earsh ~·!ren . 

The December 9 field trip to Searsville Lak e , led bi i-irs . Stanley 
.iall and Virc;inia Bothwell , recorded 4 1 species . Their 'prizes" were 
a fe□ale Redhead , Red-shouldered Ea1·1k, five Violet - 0reen s,-rallous , 
Lons - billed 1-'iar sh .!ren , and tell oHthroat . Tom i-iarv ey I s tri p of Janu 
ary 16 to Villa iionto.l vo sm ·1 ~-and - t2.iled Piceon , House 1.'!ren , and Toun 
send ' s t.rarbler ame ns its total of 23 birds . Canyon Hren and t'hi te 
t hr o a ted Strift uere see n by members of the Prusmans ' field trip to 
.Al um Ro cl-;: Parle on January 27 . Their total list ,vas 27 . 

l1 Cooper ' s Hm·rk was listed amonc th e 33 birds s e en on th e Feb r u
ary 6 trip to the 1.Tolcott Ranch in Los Altos , led by the '.fol cot t s , 
wh ile the trip to Vasona Reservoir on the tenth listed 34 birds . Re
ported by Ce.therine Lintott wer e a pair of t'hi te - tailed IU tes , a nest 
buildin c; California Thrasher , mo..ny i•iyrtl e ~!c.rblers , and a ,:.Thi te 
throated SparroH . 

The Barrow ' s Coldeneye , hybrid o r v1hatever ( see the January Fiel d 
Notes) , has been reported o.s be1nc; present more or less resularly at 
the Pal o Al to duck pond. th:t •ouch January and Fel::>rua ry by several per 
sons . Its head is purple but t he b l a ck on the sides is only a l i tt l e 
more extensive than on the Common with which it often associates , even 
to the point of court in s a presumed. Common female in company 1·ri th t hre e 
Common males . 

:!h i te - to .iled Kites ar e rec;ular enoush in the area b o unded by Bay 
sh o re , Embarcadero Road, and the bay ( in Palo Alto ) so that anyone 
. .rishinG t o make this bird ' s acquaintance s~1ou l d be able to do so ,-Tith 
a little perseveran ce . If you are not familia r 1·1i th it , lo o le for a. 
::.;ull - ltke bird that hovers lilce a Sparro,·1 Ha1-rlc. Harriet Hundy saw 
three I'::ites and tuo Bitterns in that area on January 26 . i.irs . Thoma s 
Tayl o r rep o rts a Kite at Stanford ' s Lake Lacunita on severa l da tes in 
late December and early January . 
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Manett e Ui ttcenstein sa,-1 a dozen Gadwalls a t Cryst a l Sp r ing s Re
servoir on February 6 • .A sood place where one can often see them clore 
to the road durins the winter months is the small inlet just a few 
Jozen yards north of where Skyline Drive crosses to the east side of 
the reservoir . Earl .Albertson reports a Black - necked Stilt on Janua 
ry 2 c..nd six Tree Swallo\ ·TS on February 13 at the western approach to 
Dumbarton Bridce , also a Starlinc the same day at the Palo Alto Yacht 
Earbor . 

Bob Wood doesn ' t have any reportable birds but he did see a chip 
rnunlc scurry across Los Trances Uood.s Road on January 23 , Do any of 
you readers know of local areas where chipmunks are common, where you 
can re c ularly see several or more that have not been artificially con
cen t rated by a feed.inc station? And ho, -1 recularly do you see them in 
t he winter months? 

Acacias are bloominc; , buckeye leaves are unf oldinG , and mourninc; 
cloak butterflies arG out in the warm sunshine . "'..Te should have re 
ports of sprinc arrivals by next time . 

--- P-obert 1food 
1007 Los Trances Road 
I-ien lo Park 
ULJ7!ar 1- 1 237 

EDITOR' S NOTES 

.A vast stand ( 520 acres) of v irc;in redNoods adjoinins Bic Basin 
·hate Parle will be loc c ed , start.ins this sprin. 3 . 1'Teso tiations to pur 
chaae the lan d as an ad.di t:1.on to the State Par k uere dropped when the 
stn.te could not meet t h e a sldns price of , 100,000 . John H. Knicht, 
Chief of the State Divisio n of i3eaches a.nd Parlrn said ~50 0 , 000 uas 
e.ppropriated in 195 6 to buy this property . It has never been spent . A 
resident of the area s a.id the property is 5 miles from present ceJTip
in c; grounds seldom entered by hikers . (P.A . Times 1/27) . J\ stronc 
letter of protest ( P . J\. Times 2/1) by a i :ienlo Parl~ ceolo c;ist points 
out that the land is traversed by Sunset Trail - alone which thousan& 
of persons are led by park naturalists durj_n G the summer months . Berry 
Creek Falls , the lovelies t part of t he mountain s , is in the center of 
the area to be cut . The beauty of a virsin forest is lost forever 
when it is cut . Can we do somethin3 to stop this? -- -J . T. 

'Jord has been received from Roser Tory Peterson that he is finish 
inG his new Hestern Bird Book and. it should go t o the printers by 
February . This boo k will b e a c reat improv ement over the old. one since 
it will be up - to-d a te on ell sp ecies &nd data , all illustrations are 
new, and the book 11ill be , in l1r . Peterson ' s words , ''even a bit more 
polished. t h an the neH European boo! .c, ex cep t for the lack of thumbnail 
maps" . 1·.restern Canada and .f\laska uill be included in the book , ,·rith 
Hai:·raii added as an appendi :~. 

- - - Vermilion Flycatcher , 1/ 60 

Robert Ruark , writer, hunter and P.frican traveler , recently com
-riented on havins Given up bic - c;ame huntinc , sayinc , "I've just lost 
c.he taste for seein c t hincs die" . He no1·r talrns pictures of the biG 
animals , ( "Time" 25 - X-59) 

--- ' Ihi ttier Observer , 1/ 60 
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State Pa r k - Ten tative p la n s a re b ein G s tudi ed t o d ev elo p a 4, 0 00 
a cre · parl{ on federal l and adja c ent t o the Golden Gate Brid5e . The pr o
posed Golden Gatevmy Park would comprise most o f Forts Baker , Barry 
e.nd Cron:ci te oi1 the Earin County Coast and extend from Yacht Harbor 
to Sutro Baths alone; t h e S2.n Fr ancisco shoreline . It would j o in the 
present Seal Roe l{ State Po.rk . The first step su s:::;ested by State Parle 
Chi ef Chas . A De Turk Hould be purchase of some 300 acres of Forts 
Baker and Cronk ite re c ently declared surplus federal property . He 
sa id federal o fficials have pro r:1is ed to decle.re the l and "histori cal , 
thus ene.blin3 the state to buy it for a nominal sum . 

--- The Seauoio. , 1/ 60 

The National Park Service is bein s ur .::.;ed to study proposals of 
six California counties for the first national parkway west of the 
Eississippi River . The completed par kway would form a 200 - mile drive 
of scenic and hist o r i c interest fro m San Francisco Bay to San Simeon , 
th e site o f a state historical monument , the Hearst Castle . The Ha
tiona.l Pa r le Service , in a Pacin.c Coast recreation o.rea survey last 
year recommended preservation of the spectacular natural beauty al on s 
the coast hiGht.ray . A national parlnmy uould assure preservation . 

--- P. A. Times 2/ 1/ 60 

Con5ress has been asked t o and doubtless wil l pr ovide ~~22 , 800 , 000 
t o aid national forests . 3tressinc; the need for conservation and de 
velopment of the nation ' s ti mber resources v!hich are expected t o pay 
for the proc;ram , the Forest Service chief said many other values 
rould be produced . Production of more and better water would fol lo w 

protection of fo r est w2 .. tersheds , for instance . 
--- P . P.. Times 2/ 12/ 60 

/m unusually const r uctive Forum letter ( P . A. Times 2/ 15 ) s uggests 
a way to build. in a beautiful natural area 11i thout buryins our foot 
bi l ls under "ranch - type houses whose picture 1·rindows overlook a sea 
of shake roofs and concrete patios" . Sarah R. Hornis deplores what is 
happeninc; t o the wonderful open spaces \·1hich c;:l.ve the Peninsula its 
unique character . Hea r Auburn , in rollin [.5 wooded. foothill country 
similar to our foothills , a developer with foresiGht and a conscience 
is develop i nG an are a of 360 acres . It is rou :_hly an ova l. The out 
side of this oval is laid out in acre l ots , tuo deep , ,-,ith a r o ad be 
tween . This uses up 160 acres . The inner part , 200 acres of beautiful 
-vrooded. land , with a Hind.inc cree k and three l akes , beloncs jointly t o 
all the property ovmers . Under 0. new California law, it is dedicated 
to the state , can never be developed, and is taxed o.t ac;ricultural 
value . 

--- P. A. Ti□ es 2/15 

Several Santa Clara Val ley Audubon members participated in th e 
Tom ales Bay Christ mas Count held ( lilce ours) on Jan ua ry 3 , 1960 . 
Phyllis Lindley , of Berkeley , sent us a copy of the count results , 
\·Jhi ch record 164 species (one more than the San Die s o total) . Thirty 
nine observers counted about 53 , 380 indi v iduals on a clear cold day . 
()f special interest \·rere some 18 50 Red - t hr oated Loons , 76 51 Brandt ' s 
_;ormorants , a Bald EaGle , e. Spotted Owl , 2492 ~-rater Pipits , 6 Red 
Crossbills , and a Green - tai l ed Towhee . 

- -- J . T . 


