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President's Message 

The 7th annual Audubon workshop was held January 9th at the 
University Y.u .c.A. in Ber i-:eley. This meeting was conducted in ar.. en
tirely different fashion from those held previously. In the previous 
workshops, any number of delege.tes could attend from each branch or 
affiliate, but this year the number was restricted to three fr0m each 
Society. Dele gat es representin g the Santa Cle ,ra Valley Society wera 
.Admiral Charles i'.'illiams, Mis s Harriet Nundy ar..d Mrs . John McBrid s8 

The meeting was conducted more or less as a round tab :i..e dj_s
cussion with the lon g tables set up in a hollo w equare. Af~er regis
tration and refreshments, the morning session was called to order¥ 
This session was divided into three parts: 

Part 1, Major branch problems ---e a ch delegate had to mention a 
major concern of bis or her Society. 

Part 2, Suggested solutions -- each dele gate suggested a solution 
for his own problem. t·ie then broke up into small gj_'oups 
to discuss the various problems and to work out solutions. 

Part 3. Consisted of Evaluations and presentation of Specific 
Solutions • 

.Among the major problems, non-participation of the membersJ:,j_p 
~eemed to be the most troublesome to the majority of branches. Other 
problems were 

a. Overburdenin 5 of those willing to work 
b, Training of field tri~ leaders 
c. Lethar gy and. no specific goal to work toward 
d. Finance -- how can a Society raise money? 
e. Territory -- how can a Society with a large territory provide 

for its membership? 
f. Saving the Tidelands before it is too late 
g~ Youth education -- groups from the juniors to college students 

In the afternoon session, each dele ga te was asked to describe 
in detail a productive a ctivity of his Society; questions were allowed 
concernin g ways and means used in eatJh project. At this time a great 
deal of interes t was a5ain sbo-w:n in the Q,uesti1)nnaire sent out by our 
Soc iety a:c1d in the great respcnse to it~ A g~eat many questions were 
a:-JlDd about our :saucation Committee . r~r. Goo.:!a.11 gave us a sheet 
l::...s t.ing ths Cal ifornia Sooieities and Ju:nio:c Audubon Clubs belonging 
to each So,:-.i.ety . The Sant.a Clar a Valley area showed a ju mp from 29 
clubs in year 1957-1958 to 45 clubs in 1958-1959. 
= It was e, very interestin 5 and informative 
meeting. It is al ways comforting to kn ow that 
other Socie t ies are stru gglin g to overcome the 
s a:,ne pr ·oblems that con:Z'r>-::int one's own branch, 
at:1 it is helpful to le arn just how they have 
worked out a solution to some of these very 

1 - problems. 

---- ~ 
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Sat . Feb . 
Mon . Feb . 
ti ed . Feb . 
Wed. Feb . 
Sun . Feb . 
TJed . Feb . 

6 
8 
10 
17 
21 
24 

9 :0 0 A.M. 
8 :00 P. H. 
8 :30 A .Li.. 
8 : 00 P . -i . 
9:00 11. E . 
8 : 30 A. E. 
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COMING EVENTS AT ! GLANCE 

Los i\l t o s Hills 
Palo .Al to J1;.:nior Euseum 
Vasona Resevoir Area 
Screen Tour, Sa n Jose 
Sea rsville Lake 
Westrid 6e 1'.rea 

Februarv Ce lendar 

Regu l ar Meeting 
}londay, February 8 . Dr . Tom Harvey will tell us about .Audubon 
Camu o f California. Several of our members have been to camp 
and - will enjoy Tom' s pi c tures of the area ana the activities 
of the campers . Be at the Palo Alto Juni o r 11usium , Middlefield 
Road , at 8 :00 P . i~. 

Scr een Tou r 
'.·!ednesa.ay , FebruarL_l 7 , at 8 :OO P .r-.c., Eorris Daily Audi tori um, 
San Jose State Colle ge . The film is Lane of Early Aut@n by 
Cleveland P . Grant , Autumn in the hi Gh country of our -Jest and 
in .Alaska a r rives with a rush tha .t snuffs out summer before it 
has hard l y be gun . Clevela nd P . Grant , famed lecturer- hp not
grapher o f Miner a l Point, Wisc onsin , has filmed the riot of 
col o r in wilderness areas o f North .American where autumn comes 
early ••• land. o f the ruffed c;rouse , moose , fox , fi3hting buff a l o 
and the wary g rizzly bear . Tickets are available at the door . 

Field Trips 
Sa.turday , Februan._§ , a trip int o the Lo s .Alt o s Hills with 
l-~r . ena Hrs . Howe.rd i!olcott . Meet at the Los .Altos Rancho 
Shopping Center on Frem ont l\venue at 9:00 1'.. M. Bring lun ch . 

Uednesday r~ornin g , FebruarL.1:.Q , to the Vasona Reservoir area 
on the nor th side of Los Ga.t o s , where a County Park is bein 5 
plannea . lie et at 8 : 30 A . M. at the home of :Er . and Ers . Edward 
1-'I. Lintott , 17 , 150 Buena Vista .Avenue , Lo s Gat o s . (Turn east 
fr om Santa Clara-Los Gatos Road ab out . a mile north of Sarato s a 
Avenue and just beyond Ville. Felice Restaurant . ) Leader : 
Kathe r ine Lint o tt ( ~ L~- 966L:.) . 

Sunday , Februe .r y 21 , t o Se a rsville La.lee with Mr. and Hrs. Warren 
Turner . 11eet at t h e lake entrance at 9 :00 .A.:r~. Bring lunch . 

Wedne sday i'forninr; , February 24 , t o the 1/.Testrid3e P.rea , s outh 
from J,!enl o Pe..rl{ on .Alpine Road . Meet at 8 : 30 Ji . 1-I. at Lad era 
Shopping Center . Leader : Vir g inia Bothwell ( DA 2-1 209) . 

Emmanuel Tayl o r 
Field Tr ip Chairma n 
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New i-'Iembers 

We extend a cordial welcome to the following: 

Nrs. Jan Cipar 430 Bay Roaa Henlo Park, California 
Virs. Ad.1st Boylan Mount Hermon California 

( Changed from local to national membership,) 

The following are subscribers to the Avocet: 

:Miss r,·!ary Lyle Ryan 
Mrs. Bonnie Crofoot 
Mr. William K, Kirsher 

833 La Para Avenue 
1075 Caroline Avenue 
1167 Lynbrook 11ay 

Palo Alto, California 
San Jose, California 
San Jose, California 

--- i.lrs. Irvine; Snow 
1-'.iembership Chairman 

For Nature Photo ~raphers 

Nature color slide photo graphers who would enjoy receiving 
wider recognition of their worl{ will be interested to hear of the 
First San Francisco International Nature Color Slide Exhibition to be 
presented by the Photochrome Club in the Bay 'Region aurincs March. 

For those who wish to sub.mi t an entry for consideration, the 
aeaaline date is February 29. A maximum of four color slides is al
lowed and ma.y be on any nature subject -- birds, flowers, insects, 
geolo5ical subjects, etc. The entry fee is ~l to cover the costs of 
the exhibition. It is e. non.:.profi t operation, and there is no admis
sion charge for the public sho win s s. 

The slides are to be jud ged by a jury panel of five members, 
one of whom is Phyllis Lindley, Na,tione .l Audubon Society Staff Eember. 
The exhibition will contain about 350 top notch nature slides and 
will be projected throu.5 ~1out the Bay Area in March. 

Entry forms and information are available from Miss Betty 
Randall, 1931 Grant Avenue, San Francisco 11. 

Note: Because we want to print t he Chi-'istmas Count report in full, 
Bob :·rood's Notes fro m Afield and my Editor's Notes will appear 
in the Harch issue. 

--- J.T., Editor 

1959 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

On Sunday, January 3, 1960, the Santa Clara Valley Audubon 
Society made ita annual Chris tmas Bird Count. Officially kno ~m as 
the 11San Jose, California 11 count, it was directed by Emmanuel Taylor 
and Emily Smith, L, Richard Kewalat served as compiler. 

As in previous years, the count was made in the 15-mile di
ameter circle whose center is at Capitol .Avenue and Maybury Road in 
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East San Jose. Estimates of time spent by the 45 observers in 14 
_)arties follow: gra.s sland and pasture 28 %; canyon stream 26%; decidu
ous orchard 19?.;; salt water marsh 6%; oak woodland 5%; formal parks 
4%; cultiv a ted croplands 31; tovm suburbs 1%. The count was made be
tween 7:30 f, . :M. and 4:30 P. l-I. ·Temperat ures in most of the col.mt area 
varied from a lo w of 28° to a high of 55° durins the day of tha count. 
The sky was clear, the visibility Has unlimited, and the wind varied. 
from 5 to 15 m.p.h. from the northwest. In all, 56 party miles were 
traveled on foot in 53 party hours,and 282 auto miles were lo gged in 
4/~ party hours. It had been unseasonably dry and warm throu 3h October, 
Nove mber, and Dece mber . However, on the day of the count ice was en
countered in all sectors, and some snow was on tbe ground in such 
areas as Hall's Valley, Sierra Road, Cherry Flats Reservoir, Wool's 
Ran ch on '."!ell er Roa d , and on the Arroyo Hona.o. 

The 125 species counted represents a ne w high in species en
countered. This compares with 122 in 1958, 115 in 1951 and 1957, the 
previous hi s hs. The 44,689 individ :uals counted this year is, hovrnver, 
·well lower than the 57, 845 counted in 1958. The smaller total count 
can probably be e.ttributed to at least tim factors: (1) the mi ld ·1;1eath
er has k ept many flocking species dispersed or even yet far north of 
San Jose and (2) no cover a3e of key area.£ was possible in the .L\lviso 
Sector (1 party only) and t he Cal veras Sector because of personnel 
shorta3es in those sectors. Even so, the 24,859 bi rel s counted in the 
Alviso Sector was more than half of the total count. A more homo
geneous covera g e of all sectors would provide a more significant pic
ture of our avifauna. 

Among the more significant results of the count may be noted 
(1) the paucity of e s rets ana herons, (2) the presence of Blue-winged 
Teal, Common Mer ganser s and r.·ountain Bluebirds, ( 3) only one Rin g
necked Pheasant, ( 4) the very small numbers of Band-tailed Pigeons, 
Va ried Thrus h es, and Ceda r Waxv.rings , ( 5) the detection of nine 1-.i:yrtle 
1'Tarblers, ( 6 ) the si s htin c of sporad.icall~r or seldo m counted species 
includin g the Tur k ey Vulture, Roadrunner, Festern Flycatcher, House 
Wren, Oran ge-crow ned Warb ler, Hilson' s Uarbler, and ~Ihite-throated 
Sparrow, and ( 7) 98 Sta rlin 5 s as vdnter visitants. 

The 1959 sector leaders and party members were as follo ws: 

Alviso: Henry G. i'Test on, Thomas Harvey and James l:icCammon. 

Southwest: An3elina Sno w, D.J. Giroux, Nrs. J.I:. Giroux, Mildred King, 
1·TJILI..uick,llibecca Turne r, Vlarren Turn.er, Charles Zwc:1.al and Fanny Zwaal. 

Everr;reen: Emmanuel Taylor, Vir g inia Bothvrnll, Florence Durfee, R.L. 
Fuller, Eva EcRa e, Harliss Eoser, Nettie lfoser, 11il li am Pillow, 
Bernice Pillo vr, l-Ir. and Hrs. Cl yde Prusman, ::rs . C.D. Shane, Emily 
Smit h , Mary Taylor, and Edith Uirtanen • 

.Alum Rock: Grace Brubal-cer, Karen Brubake r, Phil Gordon, Celeste 
Kirsher, Bill Kirsher, Bob Nevis, Ann Peterson, Homer Peterson, Donald 
Schmoldt, Hebert Witt genste in, and 1:anette vri tt3 enstein. 



- a.lveras: Al Fool, Neil Dj_ckinson, Dick Hewald.t, Bill t~ewaldt, Les 
Sleeper, Nell Sleeper, Bob ifooc1. 

lcfore than fifty persons pe,rticip atea in the summary at 5: 00 
P. K. at the home of Fran and Dic k Eewald.t in East San Jose. .Amori3 
t hose present for the count were six Texas Larsons, stationed at or 
visj_ tine; in lia rin County at the neu Refuce on Richardson I s Bay, r:Ia.ry 
1-ieehan, ana Elsie Hoec k . Excellent refreshments were arranged by t l1e 
Social Committee. 

f,l viso South west Ever Green Alum Rock Cal veras All 
SPSCIES Sector Sector Sec t or Sector Sector Sectors 

Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Greb e, spp . 
1:.7hi te Peli can 
Great Blue Heron 
Canada Goose 
Snow Goose 
I:a llard 
Pintail 
Green-winGed Teal 
Blue- winc;ea Te a l 
American Widgeon 
Shoveler 
1·Tood Duck 
Rin c;-necked Du.ck 
Canvasb a ck 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Ruddy Duck 
Common l ier£5anser 
Red-breasted 

Eer3anser 

1 
2lfOO 

1 
300 

96 

25 

156 
1 

90 
2301 

1 
803 

Du cks , Spp. 28 
'I'ur k ey Vulture 
Hhi te-t e.iled ICi te 3 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Reel-tailed Ha,·:k 4 
Go 1 a en I:e..r5l e 
Hars h Hawk 3 
Spa rrow Hawk 7 
Hawks, Spp. 
Ca lifornia Quail 
Rin g=nec lrnd Pheasant 1 
Virc;inia Rail 
Americ an Coot 681 
Killdeer 14 
Ble ,ck-bellied 

Plover 10 
Common Snipe 1 

1 
1 

5 

5 

8 
34 

4 

2 
29 

6 

28 

1 
3 

210 
2 

2 

1 
9 

7 
3 

71 

14 

18 

36 

4 
31 
30 

2 
2 
2 

12 
l~ 

5 

64 

10 
17 

3 
3 

561 
2 
7 

48 
2 

9 

5 
17 

29 
7 
2 
3 
1 

16 
3 

24 

31 

1 
40 
28 

4 

1 
2403 

4 
300 
96 

2 
615 

2 
31 

156 
LlO . ..,. 

2 
90 

2301 
9 

28 
~~ 

)0 

1 
13 

1061 
32 

31 
35 

3 
9 
3 
3 

46 
7 
3 

l~8 
3 

280 
1 
1 

783 
183 

10 
23 
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Jl.lviso Southwest EverE5reen Alum Rock Calveras /ill 
SPECIES Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector Sectors 

Lon3-billed Curlew 41 41 
Spotted Sandpiper 1 13 14 
'.·Till et 3L~ 34 
Greater Yellowle Gs 6 5 11 
Least Sandpiper 81 3 84 
Dunlin 102 102 
Dov!i tcher, Spp. 341 341 
Uestern Sandpiper 26 26 
.American P,vocet 68 68 
Glaucous - win[5ed. Gull 9 9 
1'lestern Gull 3 3 
I-ierrin3 Gull 2500 2500 
California Gull 13 13 
Rine - billed Gull 17JL:. 21 1755 
Bonaparte's Gull 2800 --- 2800 
Gulls , Spp . 9700 5 300 10005 
Band- tailed Pige on 22 22 
}-Iournin3 Dove 2 7 16 7 32 
Road runner 1 1 
Barn 01-rl 1 1 
Gre at Horned Oul 1 1 
Burrowin g Owl 3 2 5 
Short - eared. Owl 2 2 
--whi t e- thr oated Swift - 3 3 
.Anna ' s Humminc;bi ra 9 9 10 2 30 
Beltea Kingfisher 3 1 4 5 13 
Red- shafted. Fli clrnr 1 11 44 54 51 161 
Acorn Woodpecl{er 5 14 36 8 63 
Yello w-bellied 

Sapsucl{er 2 6 2 10 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 2 
Downy Woodpecker 3 4 2 9 
Ni ttall ' s ~Toodpeclrnr - 4 11 2 17 
Vestern Flycatcher 1 1 
Black Phoebe 1 9 7 10 18 45 
,,.., t ,-:;;ay s Phoebe 3 6 1 7 17 
Horned Lark 38 38 
Steller ' s Jay l G 90 18 126 
Scrub Jay 18 56 110 35 219 
Yellow - billed Magpie - 4lt 44 88 
Common Crow 28 5 82 367 
Chestnut-backed. 

Chickadee 5 20 53 17 100 
Plain Titmouse 2 25 25 17 69 
Common Bushti t 27 136 319 110 592 
White - breasted 

Nuthatch 6 15 8 29 
Brown Creeper 1 1 2 
. .rrenti t 1 1 14 2 18 
Dipper 1 I+ 5 
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.Al vi so Southwest Everr3reen Al t 1m Ro ck Cal veras .All 
SPECIES Sector Sector Sector sector Sector Sectors 

House ,-.rren 
1vj_nter Wren 
Bewick' s ~'!ren 
Can on ·uren 
Rock 1·!ren 
Mockin gbird 2 
California Thrasher -
Robin 
Va ried Thrush 
Hermit 'i'hrush 
'.'!estern Bluebird 
r-1ountain Bluebi rd. 
Ruby-crowned Ein 5let 2 
Water Pipit 10 
Cea ar 1:!a x·win0 
Lo33erhead Shrike 8 
St arlin 0 88 
Hutt on's Vireo 
0ran c e- crowned 

Warbler 
~:yrtl e 1·Tarbl er 
Audubon 's ..ia rbler 3 
~·.Tilson I s ~-a rbler 
{-Iouse Sparr ow 25 
l.fostern i:eacl o ,·Tlarl{ 23 
Redwin3ed Ble,ckbird 12 
Tricolored Bl2. ckbird -
Br'ewer' s Blac kbird 64 
Pur ple 'li'inch 
House Finch 107 
American Goldfinch 15 
Lesser Goldfinch 23 
Lawrence's Goldfinch -
Rufous-siaea Towhee -
Bro vm Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 16 
La rk Sparrow 
Rufo us- crowned. 

Sparrow 
0re Gon Junco 
~·!hi te- cro wned 

Spo,rro w 70 
Golden- crowned 

Sparro w 
~:!hi te-thro a tea 

Spe.rrou 
Fox Sparrow 
Son c; SparroH 1 

3 

26 
2 

548 
l.j. 

6 
3 

2 
30 
19 

9 

1 

1 

23 

53 
28 

1G7 

836 
4 

256 
125 
339 

7 
49 
61 

131 

13 

411 

125 

9 

2 

5 

33 
3 

731 

l~3 
18 

27 
2 

8 
287 

ll i.l 
248 
183 

1 
lL!-17 

1Li-
4 7h.· 
69 

622 
3 

26 
7 9 

1 
87 

194• 

1201 

642 

1 
2 
4 

2 
21 

4 

26 
7 

311 

54 
10 

100 

38 
6 
8 
1 

173 
1 

220 
56 

104 
2 

259 
79 
33 

11 
97 

2 
389 

552 

2 
28 

4 
4 
4 
5 
2 

12 
6 

11 
80 
23 
37 

200 

10 

1 

1 
38 

45 
154 

33 

L~51 
18 
92 
17 

179 

4 
18 
86 

117 

7 
320 

232 

5 
9 

2 
2 

33 
8 
L~ 

92 
14 

1602 
10 
95 
98 
23 

184 
258 

57 
60 
98 

3 

1 
9 

624 
1 

484 
509 
Li-15 

1 
2872 

38 
1188 

305 
11 96 

3 
48 

243 
164 
335 

9 
921 

2470 

1551 

1 
9 

51 
·------------------------------------------------------------------·---------------------------------------------------------------------

Tot a l bira .s 24, 859 3,596 7,917 3,995 4,322 44,689 

Total species 54 51 69 68 84 125 

L. Ri chard Newaldt, Compiler 


