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FLASH 
Asilomar Reservations 

GOING - -- GOING but i1TCT QUIT-S G01'T"EI Yes, a few beds , chairs and 
d i~i n g - room table space still remain . ~o send in your reservation 
TOD_L\Y or write for it . The address : 

National Audubon Society 
242 S E'ancro ft 1./ay 
Berkeley 4 , Cali f.ornia 

March 21 to March 21+ will be days to remember at the Audubon Conven ­
.!!i_on. 

- --
1'lilliarn N. Goodall 
West Coast Representative 

(~·'1e are p l eased to oublish this first report from one o f the 
So ciety's mo s t importan t· and a c t ive committ e es . 'T'o date these enercre ­
tic and well - or ~a nized souls have met only once l- -- J . ~ .) 

1 . 'T'wo nature walks with tbe :3oy , .. cout Troop led by T::?ay Keyes, Palo 
Alto : one to Montalvo , the other to co . Sa n Fr a nc is co Bay Sane -
+ . ... uar1es . 

2 . One meet.in ~ of this troop jointly with an0 the r, ~ddressed by our 
r anctuary 1.!arden , Jo hn C . Larso n., Jr . , with slid e s of the J\uoubon 
Sanctuary at Green I s land , 'T'exas . 

;- . One na t ure wal k to th e 1.-!olco tt '":anch in Los .l\ltos Hills . 
4. One na t ure walk with Blu ebi r d s to the ~fu l~o tt ~a nch . 
5 . Mat erials loaned to Bl ue birds for th e ir o ·wn project , Palo l1lt o. 

---Jane and Frank Goraj 

COMING EV~TT':· AT fl GLJ\NC1!: 

Mon . Feb . 2 7 : :,0 p . m. Foar d Mee t in e:, Pa lo Alto 
Sun . Feb . 8 8: :.zo a . m. Ches bro Ses ervoir 
Wed . Feb . 1 1 P: :_zo a . m. Boro nda Fa rm 
1 .. ea • Feb . 1 1 8 :00 p . m. lforris DBi le y l\uditorium , Sa n J o s e 
Mon . Feb . 16 8:00 P .m. Rer.uJ.ar Meeting, Pa lo Alto 
': un . Feb . 22 9:00 a . m. Ever .... rE. 2n 
1:'led . Feb . 25 P : 30 a . m. · earsville L8.lrn 
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February Calendar 

Board Meeting : 
½onday, February~, at Palo Alto Jr. Museum, 7:~0 p.rn. 

Re~ular Keetin ~ : 
Monday, February .l.§, at Palo .i\l to Jr. :rr:u e eum, 8 : 00 p. m. Bob 1·.'oods 

will show his own slides of 11 The New -:=ngland Year". \'le will see 
plants and animals in color - changing with the seasons. 

Screen i:'our : 
Vlednesday , February J.J., at Morris Dailey .ti udi tori urn, San Jose State 

Colle ~e, 8 :00 p .m. Leonard Hall will pre se nt Waterway Wildlife -
a colorful panorama of many wild cr eat ur e s harbored and nurtured 
by a Midwester n watershed. Included are muskrats, white-tailed 
deer, least bitte rn, Canada ~eese, roc k bass , cottontail rabbits, 
red f oxes, mink and cra yfis h. Fa rl Maslo wski 's spectacular photo­
graphy accompanied by effective sound recordin gs of waterway 
dwellers, and a.n infor mative narrative and forceful conservation 
messa ~e by Leonard Hall of Cal edonia, Missouri make this a super­
lative : creen rnour pro c:ram, Ticke ts may be purchased at the door. 

Field Trips : 
Sunday, February.§, to the Che sb ro ~eservoir l'irea. Meet at 8:?,0 a.m. 

at the .i\lmaden Union School a.t 1\lmaden ?.oad and Downer .L\venue. 
~rin p: lunch. Leader s : Kr. and J\Crs. Charles Zwaal (CY2-2060). 

Wednesday Morninp;, Febru ary j__!_, to Boronda Farm, south of Menlo Park. 
i\~ee t at 8 : :0 a . m. at the Lad.era Shopping Center on Alpine Road, 
Leader: Mrs. Vir~inia Bo t hwell (D A 2-1209). 

Sunday, February 22, to Yerba Buena and Vista Villa Roads area. Meet 
a t 9:00 a.m . at the old school in 'Sver 5reert. Brin g lunch. Leaders: 
:tv~r. and M:rs. 'Smmanuel Taylor ( FR 8 -3219). 

Wednesdav Mornin g:, February £5, to c::·earsville Lake, west of ctanfo rd 
Universit y . Meet at 8:30 a,m. at en t rahce gate, near junction of 
':-and Hill and Portola. Roads. There i s an entrance fee of 25 cents, 
Leader: Mis s Marj ori e Fraser ( 1:M 6- 6P46 ) . 

--- ~mmanuel Taylor 
Fie l d Trip Chairman 

New i\Cembers 

.l>i warm welcome to the following new members 

Adm. Sansom Kirby Davis 
Kr. Robert L. Fuller 
~r. & Mrs. L.A. Hawkinson 
Mr. Bill Jonas 
Gr. Dorothy Kaucher 
~is e Eildred Kaucher 
~rs . Karole Kinne 
. =iss Hildreth L . Katsch 
¥ rs. Phil C. Nea l 
ilJr. & Mrs. Charles ·. carlot t 
r1.r. Max Uribe 

1 1 ·40 ·c-an Mateo Dr. 
4~09 Collins Court 

21525 Old Mine Road 
913 Delbert 1~y , Apt. 5 
143 Bella Vista Avenue 
143 Bella Vista Avenue 
142 1'fest 22nd !\venue 

1619 5 Highland Drive 
578 Mirada Avenue 
150 ~tone ga te Road 

14410 Cancouver Court 

Menlo Park 
Mt . View 
Los Gatos 
r~an Jose 27 
Los Gatos 
Los Gatos 
'::'an Mateo 
':·an Jose 27 
::tanford 
Kenlo Park 
San Jose 27 
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We hope you will enjoy our meetings and field trips and that you 
will join in working toward Audubon objectives; the fociety deserves 
70Ur active support . 

---Mrs. Irving ~now 
Membership Chairman 

19S8 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

On Sunday 21 December 1958 , the Santa Clara Valley Audubon So­
ciety made its annual Christ mas Bird Count. The "San Jose, California" 
count was directed by -Smmanuel Taylor and Emily Smith; L. Richard 
Mewaldt was the compiler. 

~s usual, the count was made in a 15-mile diameter circle center­
in g at Capitol Avenue and Maybury Road in East San Jose . ~stimates cf 
time spent by the 38 ob s ervers in 12 uartie s follow: graseland and 
pasture 171 , deciduous orchard 17%, canyon stream 151 , salt water 
marsh 13~ , cultivated crop l ands 10%, oak woodland 7%, formal parks 71,, 
town suburbs 61,, ch ap arral 34,, fresh water mar sh 2%, fresh water lake 
2%, valley stream 1t . The count was made from 7:~0 a .m. to 4:30 p .m. 
Al though it was one of the driest and warmest seasons in the history 
of the area , there was low overcast, rain, and fo g in varying amounts 
throu ghout the count period . Th e temperature varied from 51 °to 56°; 
the wind was Oto 5 miles per hour from the southwest. 

The 122 species recorded represents the lar gest number recorded 
in a Christmas Count in our census area . Previous highs were in 1951 
nd in 1957 when 115 were recor ded . A total of 57,845 individual bird9 

1 S substantially hi gher than the 45,512 of last year . Perhaps the 
most si gnificant observation s were the 103 Starlin gs in the Alviso 
sector and the s even in the Alum Roel{ sector. This species will pro­
bably appe a r in gr eater and greater numbers each winter for several 
years . In a few years it will probably become established as a nesting 
species . The compar a tively lar ~.e numbers of Golden - crowned Ringlets in 
contrast to the small numbers of Robins are also worthy of note . The 
former arrived early in the season and have since been seen repeatedly 
throu ghout th e San Francisco Bay Region . 'I'he mild fall and winter sea ­
sons probably account in part f or t he comparativ ely few Robins. Severa 
species which are seldom s een in our counts include the American Bit­
tern, Green Heron, Plack-throated Gray \iar bler, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
White - throated Sparrow , and Harris' Sparro w. 

'I'he 1958 sector leaders and party members were as foll ows: 
Alviso: Henry G. !·Teston, Richard Flower, Bob Fuller , Mervin Guintoli, 

Thomas Harvey . 
Southwest: Angelina Snow, Lloyd M. Case, Evelyn Case, Emily Connery, 

Elsie D. Hoeck , 1:Tilbur Luick , Charles Zwaal, Fanny Zwaal . 
Everp;reen : Emmanuel ·r aylor , Florence Durfee, Alberta Edell , Frank 

Gor a j, Jane Goraj, Agnes Prusman, Clyde Prusman , Mary ':'hane , 'Smily ­
~- . :;3mi t h·, Mary .'T''8.ylor. 

Alum Rock : Robert 1.food, Vir ginia Bothwell , Grace Brubaker, Karen Bru­
baker , Ernest Fried lan der, Stoner Haven, John Sint on. 

1laveras : Al Wool, Neil Dickinson , Joe Dic k inson, Bill Mewaldt , L. 
Richard Mewaldt, Bob Row, Chuck Sc arlott, Les Sleeper. 
More than fifty person s par t icipat ed in t he suwmary starting at 

5 p. m. at the home of Fran and Dick Mewaldt in East San LTose . Refres h­
ments were arran g ed by the Social Committee . 
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SPSCIES l1lviso s . t.,.r. .Sver gr . Alum R • Calv . All 
Sector Sector Sector Sector ':ect . Sectors 

~area Grebe 3540 3540 
Pied- bill eel Grebe 6 7 
Double- crested Cormorant 2 2 
Great Blue Heron 4 2 6 
Sr ee n Heron 1 
Common "::p:ret 10 10 
Sno wy Sgret 4 5 
.t\merican Bi tt ern 1 
Cnnec a Soose 705 705 
'.:inowy IJ-oose 1 
r·-allard 6 6 
I>in ta il 10 , 1 21 
Green-winc:ed Tea l -z. 7, 

-
Cinnamon ".'eal 1 1 
American ':iicl~eon 129 129 
Shov eler C::..!.L 140 194 ..., 
1:loo a Duck 5 5 
Rin g-nec k eel Duck 19 7i 22 
Lesse r Scaup 10 10 
Common Gol deneye 5 5 
Suddy Duck 84 86 22 192 
duck (SD•) 12 1 2 
' . .'hi te - tai led Kite 2 2 3 7 
Sharp -shinne d He1.\•k 1 2 
jooper ' s Hawk 2 2 
-=ea-ta iled Hawk 2 ') - 2 21 29 
'='ea-shouldere d Eawk 1 1 
Golden "Sagle 1 1 
Spa rro w Hawk 1 ::' 6 16 4 46 85 
California ~uail 72 98 4 54 228 
Rin g-neck ecl rheasant 5 4 9 
_l\mr-:ri can Coot 1 ?·:'iO 51~ 650 2493 
I<'illdeer 82 83 26 9 157 357 
1?11:lck- -oellied Plover 100 100 
Common Snipe 1 Ll 6 
Lon g- billed Curle w 17 17 
Snotted Sandpiper 4 5 
Willet 6A 68 
Greater Yellowle g s 9 2 2 1: 
Lea et Sandniuer 139 139 
Dunlin 2~2 232 
Short- billed Dowitcher 197 197 
Lonf -billed Jowitcher 41 6 47 
':!es tern Sandpiper 175 6 181 
.l\meri can f,vo cet 149 1 Li9 
s andpiper (Sp • ) 375 375 
Glaucous - winged Gull 20 20 
'rieste rn Gull 6 6 
Berrin0" Gull 3000 3000 
California Gull 12 35 150 197 
,i n r--billed Gull 3440 915 4355 
Bon ap arte's Gull 72 72 
gu ll ( sp . ) 11 , 500 161 43 1500 1 :, , 204 
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SP~CIES Alviso s .~'l. Evercrr. Alum R. Calv. All 
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sect. Sectors 

Forster 's Tern 60 
Mourning Dove 1 :i 
Barn Owl 
Screech Owl ~ 

Great-horned Owl 
Burrowin 3 Owl 9 
Pnna's Hummingb ird 
Belted Kingfisher 1 
Bed- sha fted Flicker 7 
Acorn (-foodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Hairy Woodpec ke r -
Downy Woodpecker 
Nutta ll's Woodpecker 
Black Phoebe 4 
Say's Phoebe 2 
Horned Lar k 
Steller's Jay 
Scrub Jay 
Yellow-billed Ma~pie 
Common Crow 
Chestn ut -backed Chickadee 
Plain Ti tmouse 
Jommon Etishti t 
\{bite-breasted Nuthatch 
Red- b re ast ed Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Wr entit 
1'.'in t er ~'lren 
Bewi cl{' s \-Tren 
Long-b illed Marsh Wren 
Canon 1·!ren 
Moc k in ~bird 7 
California Thrasher 
Robin 
Varied Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 
Western Bluebird 
Gol den-cro wned Kinglet 2 
Ruby-crowned Kingl e t 1 
Nate r Pipit 93 
Ceda r 1vaxwin ,.,. 
Loggerhead Shrike 10 
St a rling 103 
Hutto n's Vireo 1 
Black-throated Gray Warbler -
Audubon' s 1fa rbler 18 
Townsend 's Warbler 
nou se Sparrow 110 
1ester n Meadowlark 96 
Red- win ged Blackbird 2 
Brewer's Blackbird 1175 

9 

6 

34 
10 

2 

10 

1 
69 

2 
12 
4 

45 
2 

h. 1 
1 

85 
2 
5 
1 
2 
5 

202 
86 

6 

140 
1 

66 
12 
75 

1553 

20 

2 

41 
1 1 
4 

2 

16 
4 

7 
72 
13 
10 
25 
23 
34 

8 

1 
2 

24 
1 

77 
16 
14 
14 

10 
18 
28 . 
13 

3 

888 

283 
270 

1423 

7 

73 

2 
1 
4 

2 3 
19 57 

7 
3 , 
1 1 
7 3 
5 6 
7 14 

6 
15 

17 12 
33 50 
13 145 

2 50 
20 21 
17 27 
82 142 

4 4 
8 

-z, 
-

12 2 
3 1 

13 5 
3 

1 
20 14 

7 
24 8 
36 27 
44 10 

38 
34 1 
98 42 
38 226 
30 

2 24 
7 
1 
1 

145 99 
1 

181 429 
13 355 

952 
410 2294 

60 
1 1 5 

1 
2 
1 

1 3 
15 
6 

158 
28 

8 
4 

1 2 
1 1 
51 
12 
15 
37 

224 
172 
64 
78 
71 

303 
18 
8 
4 

16 
a 

20 
3 
1 

106 
9 

194 
8 1 
73 
53 
39 

156 
577 
14L~ 
55 

110 
5 
1 

1290 
2 

1069 
71.l.,. 

. D 

1029 
6855 
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SP:SCIES A:1vi"so s. w. Everc:5r. Alum R. Calv. All 
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sect. Sectors 

Purple Finch 2 2 
House Finch 514 352 1092 56 1851 3865 
Pine ~iskin 5 18 23 
J\merican Goldfinch 13 101 35 149 
Lesser Goldfinch 94 140 620 184 308- 1346 
Lawr ence's Goldfinch 3 3 
Rufous-si ded 'Towhee 2 6 15 10 12 45 
Br own Towhee 5 73 91 42 70 2P1 
Savannah Sparrow 21 200 171 392 
Gr ass hopper Sp arrow 1 1 
Lark Sparro w 25 54 101 180 
Rufous-cro wned Sparrow 4 

31? 
7 

Ore gon Junco 3 75 11 3 70 572 
Harris' Sparrow 1 1 
!:fhi t e- crowned Sparrow 85 637 1906 372 . 1432 4432 
Golden- cro wned Sparrow 63 68 1007 128 515 1781 
1:!hi te -throa t ed Sparrow 1 1 
Fox Sparrow 3 7 2 23 12 47 
Lincoln's Sparrow 20 20 
Son g Sparrow 4h. 12 4 26 7 93 
===-=================~===================-============-=-==--===-=-== 
Total number birds 27, 386 4247 9394 2376 14,442 57,845 
·--------------------------------------------------------------------
Total number species 65 52 58 64 82 122 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

---L. Richard Mewaldt, Compiler 


