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It's Time for a Reaopraisal 

The 3anta Clara Valley Audubon Society ha.s r:rown quite a 
bit in recent years--thanks in lar <:e part to t he top-calibre work 
n f ou r fo r mer Publicit y Ch airm a n, ,Jane Goraj. With t h a t growth 
1:-: 1.s co:fJe 11ot only pr'ide F.l.Ilo pJ. eu our e , but a fe w proble ms . .An o cca
e~ one l f i el d trip has ~ ~en t8o ~ i ~- - the b i rds fle d be fo r e t he ap
p ~o~ch of 35 or mo re se ek ers . Re sp ons e t o cal l s t o main tai n our 
§ . .:;,iH:t uarie s (Dumbar t on and I.l'iontalv o ) has not bee n a dequa t e-- t oo few 
m~s t do a ll the wor k . ~ew fi e ld tr i o l eaders are ne eded . Our 
aocia l s ide hc:ts b e en ne n:l e ct ecl--ne w an d ol d member s o ft en do n 't 
kn ow e a ch oth e r. Tempor aril y , we h a ve no Pr es i de nt . It is t i rne 
to r e-e xamine the p urp o s es of t h e o r 0 ·an i z a.tion-- s o that it may grow 
and pros p er, an d be wha t i t s memb ers want it to b e . 

'."!OULD YOU PLE_l\ '=E rr..iAK~ F I FT'S~:t-T OR T1:!"s:w.rY MINUT-S:':' N01'1 TO FILL 

OUT THE ENCL0S-SD 0 UE': TIO NNAIR ~ /\ND RSTlB i',1 IT PY SEPTEMBER 1 S? A 
- -- _ __.;.__.;..;.;;,___, _,.,;,_,_,..,."------.,;;;c.;.,....;;; -- ..;;......;~--- - - ---'-~..,;;,__..;.c...;,;;-""' --

l~ committee will tabulate the results and report to the membership 

either at a re ~ular meetin s or in the Avocet. THANK YOU! THE 

y 

0 FFIC SRf l1ND BOARD P.PPS:ECL\ 'I'E THE T I ME AND THOUGHT YOU H.(\VE GIVEN 

TO H~LI' ING US PLAt--1 TH':: NE1-J l\ UDU30N YE.AR. 

Mon. Sept. 8 8:00p. rn. Falo /'.lto Junior Museum 
~'fed. : ep t. 10 9:0 0a .m. '::'e lo 1\lt o Yacht Par bor 
Sun. Cept, 14 9: 00a . m. ,. t a nf ord Camp us 
:tfon. Sept . 22 7 :00 a . m. Sari t2- Cruz 1:lha rf 
'' ed . Sept . 24 9: 00a . m. ! l\ ,"i so 
c- t 1: l , ::ept. 28 9 :OOe . • rn. Henry Cowell ~tate Park 



r 
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Regular Meetin~: The firs t meeting of the r ociety will be held at 
8 p.m. on Konda y , September 8 , at th e Pal o Alto Junior Mu
seum on IVi:iddlefi eld Roa d . i iembers will show I(oda chromes of 
their summer travels with ernphasi s on their bi rd-wa.tchin "' 
experiences. ?lease contact ~obert ' ~od, ULmar 1-1237 or 
1007 Los Tranc es ~d., :f\'ienlo Park as s oon as possible if you 
have slides you would like to s how. Dependin~ on the number 
of exhibitors , six t o ten slid es per person will probably 
be about the maximum. 

Board Meetin~ : 7:00 p.m. Palo Plto Junior Muse um. 

Field '!.'ri 'OS: 

-=·eDtember 10, 1'lednesda.v , 9:00 a,.m. to Pa.lo _lllto Yacht Harbor. Meet 
by the duck pond in ·:yxbee Park at the end of ~mba rcadero ?.d. 
Leaders: Dr. and Mrs . I~. "=:, Kirki ,rood (DA?--1: z.95) . 

,:_e-otember J...1, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. Stanford Campus. Meet a.t the cor
ner of P:lne _.c-_venue and Lasuen ::ts. 0 ring lunch. Leaders: 
Mr . and Mrs. Harvey Both well (Dt 2-1209). 

September 24, l:'fednesdav, 9:00 a.m. to Alviso salt marshes and ponds. 
Meetat the .Alvis o Elementary -:::chool on San Jose-Alviso ':;oaa. 
1-eaders: Emily Smith ( :SL4-2494) and Alberta '.!'.dell ( ~L4- 4979) . 

'::eptember 28, S1mdav, 9:00 a.m. Henry Cowell 3 tate Pa,rk near Felton 
on Hi Ehway 9. µe et at the rark parkin~ lot. Leaders: Mr . 
and Mrs . Charles Zwaal (CY2-20 60). 

----- ~mmanue l Taylor, Field Trip 
Chairman 

.f\NNl!AL OFF ·: HORE 'l'':HP 

Leavitt Mc0uesten of tbe Santa Cruz Bird Club has nlanned an 
".Albatross Expedi.tion" for lfonday, Septemoer 22. A sport fishin g. 
boat wi ll leave the '::ta gnaro landin g on Santa Cruz Municipal Wharf 
a.t 7:00 a. rn. ana take the p 9r ticipants 12 miles offshore to where 
Black-footed Albatrosses a~e usuaily seen. t n added attraction at 
that spot will be the acti vi ti es of the cod fishermen. The boat will 
return to Santa Cruz about noon. Mr . McQuesten conducts these trips 
annually for th o se who enjo y observing Alb atr osses, .Alcids, Shear
-waters, and other pelagic birds . 

Many Santa Clara Valley members have enjoyed these trips in 
previous y ears. They will remind you to brin ~ bino cul a.rs and wear 
warm clothes. Ti ckets (ten of them) may be had from Joyce Todd 
(DA2- 1787 ). Phone to reserve them before Sept. 15 or pick them up at 
the Sept. 8 re r ular meeting. 

-----Viola Anderson, Salinas,Calif. 
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OUB 1.HLDLIFE SANCTUARY: HAVE YOU SE~T IT? 

Sunday, July 20, 1958, was a red-letter day for the Santa 
Clara Valley Audubon Society : the Montalvo Vature Trail at long 
last beca:Tie an established fact. Thirty-one sirns were posted on 
that day, identifyin3 trees, flowerin g plants and other interestin g 
natural 1Jhenomena. '.ie hone and e¥pec.t th a t the community will soon 
be r.:,in to · avail itself of this new resource , which should . be a help
ful teachin ~ adjunct a.swell as a recr eational facility. 

Many thanlrn are due the followin ~ members and friends: 
Mr. and Mrs . Harley P.o thv.rell , 3ill Bu s e, I' et e r Da Silva, Mr. and 
Krs . Horace Hinds, Mr. Sennett Lancaster, :i'-~r. Martin , Mr . ana Mrs. 
Ray l'1cCa.nn, Kr. and I1rs. Prussman, h r. ana Mrs. 'Smanuel Taylor and 
Nr . and Ivirs . Francis H. Goraj . Al l of them worked with a will and 
did a fine job. 'i'here were some other friends present whom, 1ve 
re :,·ret, we did not meet a.nd so cannot acknowled3e their help properly. 

·More work needs to be done. The 1.~Tildlife Sanctuary at Montalvo 
should be the cociety's project for the coming year. 

1:!e invite all members and friends to visit Mental vo and walk 
the loop trail t o see the hand som€ sirns f or themselves. ':.hen an
swer the call for the next work party at Montalv o! 

~---- Francis and Jane Goraj 

The c:-ociety wishes to extend a wa.rm welcome to the following 
new members: 

Mrs . H. T. Harvey 716 C·arner Court Santa Clara 
Mr . and 1~rs. ':.7m. H. Pillow 675 Oran ge .t\venue Los l'1l to s 
Mrs . Ella Gibson 912 ~orest Avenue Palo ~lto 
Kr . Alec C. I'-.artin P . O. '!?ox 362 ~;aratoga 
Kre . D. Morri son 29~ Grant - treet Redwo od City 
Mrs . Herbert Wittgenstein 15355 Bellecourt Saratoga 

(chan ced from local to national members hip) 

----- Mrs . Irvinp- -:now, Membership Chmn. 

EXFEN 3'SS FORC:: FIRST DUSS INCREA-: ·E SINCE .l2QS 

Fifty-three years a~o, when the National Audubon : ociety was 
organi zed , the membership dues were set at ~5.00. Since then the 
minimum dues 1.-.rere never ra .ised. But , as everyone knov.1s, opera ting 
costs have ':rown enormously slnce 1905. Membership organizations 
of all kinas have increased their dues, most of them several times . 
The 13oard of Directors, in recognition of the ur3ent needs in finan
cin '.! the ~·ociety's growin g pro ,~ram, has voted new rates applying to 
a.11 renewals after Sept., 1958. f, Re ,::·ular Membership is now '6 .50, 
and Re:-ular (Husband and '.'life ), ;•10. Under the branch plan , dues re
ceived from joint memberships are divided eoually between the Nati o
na.l .. ociety and the branch, after deductin g "2 . 50 for the l\udub on 
Magazin e. -----National Audub on Society , 

John H. Baker, President 
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NOTES FROM A:F'IELD 

Those of you who are fo llowin g the yearly reports of the nest
ing of a pair of Slack f wifts in a sea cave on the ~anta Cruz County 
coast will be ::,lad to know that so far the bir ds are successfully 
raisin ~ their sinsle offspr in ~. On August 17 the youn ~ swift, 
covered wj_th black aovm and almo 8t sparrow -si ze , was seen on its 
sparse seaweed nest on the s ame le a ,~e 1.r!here young swifts have been 
raised other years. 

It is time to visit your favori te mudfl~ts aga in for the 
shorebird season is here . If you 11 ve near fa. lo Al to you can pa.rk 
your car on the channel bank behind the ha.roormaster' s resldence at 
the yacht harbor and i" a,tch the c-od wits and curlews and other shore
birds feeding close by . If you manase to e-et there on a falling 
tide, a r ood variety of birds can be eeen. They come trooping ri .,:rht 
past your parkecl car as they adva .nce to each newly-ey-posed mudba nk. 
Cn l1t13ust 6 a.t lo\. 1r t ide there \•1ere s tl11 a few '.'iillet s , Hudsonian 
Godwits, Black-bellied Plovers , and a sin ~le q ing-neckea Plover to 
be seen but most o f the shorebj_rds had f ollo wed the recedin [: tide 
to the bay. Several of the Bla ck-bellied Plover s were still in their 
breedin f pluma [e as was a Dowitcher seen the re on Aufust 12. Harriet 
Mundy repor t s a number of shorebirds a long the new section of the 
Mount ain View - Mil uitas road, just south of 1\lvis o, on July 21: 
Avocet, Dowitcher (b re ddin ~ plumage), Black-necked Stilt, Gr eater 
Yellowlegs, and ~'iillet. Emily c-:mi th, Mr s . Langford Smith , and Robert 
1tlood observed six Northe rn rha. laropes and the unusual combination of 
both Greater and Lesser Yellowlee;s, one of each , feedin ~ to g ether in 
and around a puddle on the shore near Santa Cru z en Augus t 17. 

On the same day, we th ree visited the summer home of Mis s 
Lelah Mill e r in ~'.iount Hermon. _'\fter a sh or t wait, aurin 1c which chip
munks, Py ::-my Nuthat ches, a ~lren tit, and other bircls visitea the feed
in 2 trays, a youn r male Red Cro ssbill fle w in for water. Emily r·mi th 
,...rri tes that ''Cro ssbills ( small flocks) have been seen at Ifount Hermon 
off and on, and any season of the year, during the l ast 10 years. I 
first heard of th em (and saw them at a bird bath) the fall a.nd winter 
of 1947-48. Then they were there the summer of 1951, summer and fall 
of 195li-, sprin r: and summer of 1855 , last fa .11, an d no w this summer. 
The ponderosa pines a t ~fount Hermon are probably one reason for their 
comin g . 11 Seems that the next step is for someone to find a nest. 

----- S.obert Wood 
1007 Los Trances Road 
l'Ien lo Pa.rk 

(Please send in your observations; we appreciate them all.) 

EDITOR'S NOT~:.' 

The July, 1958, Holiday ma3azine was devoted entirely to 
''Natural America• · , with many full-pa c e photographs in color and 
chapters devoted to th e wild animals, mountains, deserts, rivers, 
birds, plains, shorelines, and forests of the United St ates. 

----J. T. 
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The revised Wilderness 3111 has been reintroduced with new 
numbers: ':-4028 in the Senate, HR1301: in the House. In response to 
my recent 1,rires, Sen. :Kuchel and our 10th Dist. :\ep. Charles Gubser 
wrote letters pled : ine: t h eir enthu s ias t ic supuort when the bill 
comes to a vote. There may no t be t i me f or the pre s ent Congress to 
pass the t ill be f ore adjournin~, but it should p e s e , with your help, 
ne xt session. I t is the ~roduc t of const r uctive, cooperative effort 
b y conservation or ga niz ati ons and rrove r nment a ,-::encie s --the be ~inning 
of an endurin n: na .tion a l pro 13ram. ----J. T. 

Landscapes of l1laska: ".'heir C-eolo p:ic :Svolution ( edi tea by 
Howell 1:.iilli gms) is a timely new boo }:--a f:ine in t roduction to the 
beauties of our new st a t e. I t is fill ed with dramatic photo graphs 
and 1,ras prepar ed b y e xper t. ':'"eolo g i e ts in lc1ng ua 0 ·e understa .nc .able 'r-:Jy 
an in te res t ed la yman. Fiv e dollars from the Univ ersity of California 
rress, Berkele y h, Ca lifornia. ----J. T. 

Five speci a lists who have :found in nature photo graDhy both 
ho b by and prof es sion off e r tb eir kno1.•!le d ""•:e, e xperience and enthusiasm 
in 11Euntin c; iii t h t he Came r a." (New York: Harper t Bro t hers, 215 pp., 
40 illustration s , '' 4. 50). Subt itl e d 11.£\ Guide to Techni ques, and 
Adventure in the Fielcl " , t he book's editor i s JUlan ;). Cruikshan k , 
official photo g raph e r for t he National !1ucu hon ··ociety, who contri
butes ch e.pters on b ird and mammal photo gr .aphy. ----J. T . 

You may have a chance to see the ao cument e.ry film 11 Death Valley 
t he Year •·~oun d 11 by :;a_n;::er JITatura.list -::-alDh 1!elles. Cne of the fea
tures of the f i lm reco rd i s t he desert b i '~- horn sheep, r a rely seen 
by human 1)ein~ s . \!ell e s is under contr a ct t o the l'rational Park c-er
vice as a rese a rc h scienti s t on 'bi g- horn Bheep. ----J. 'I'. 

Modjeska Can yon, near El ~oro, Calif., has one of the most 
interesting bird s anctuari es in the Un ited Stat e s. I t i e prim arily 
for hummin °:bird s, 5 su e cie s have b e en identified ther e , but it also 
harbors some 140 other species of birds. The 'Pucker -=-anctuary was a 
r-ift from B. F. '7'uck er, Lon g Bea.ch philanthropist who purc h ased the 
site in 1916 for his wife, a. gre a t lover of b ir c'ls. 

---- Palo Alto Times 5/27/58 

~he Outdoor 1.ecreation ~esources ; eview .l\ct has been passed by 
Congress. Its purpose is t o survey our present facilities and see 
what our recreation n e eds will be ma ny years from now-- with parks 
and play ~round areas inadequate alr ea dy and a r ap idly growin ~ popu
lation. Only 240 miles of the 3 ,700 mile l\tlantic Coast are open to 
the (Teneral public, and the U. S . coastline ha s become prime real 
estate. ----Palo Alto Times 7/5/58 

Senator Paul H. Douglas (Illinois) has introduced a bill 
( ':,; 3898 ) seekin G federal p rote ct ion for the 11la s t four miles 11 of the 
famous Indiana Dunes. Their preserva t ion is especially important 
b ecau s e they are in the heart of a very heavily populated and indus
trialized area. It is a n at ural botanical p re s erve--containing 
nlants from all life zones. 

----Council of Conservationists, Inc. 
5/2 6/5 8 
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Charlotte Mc'9ride, Past President, Los An~eles Audubon c-ociety , 
and Conservation Chairman of our r ant.a . Clara Chanter led the Nature 
Study Group this summer at ~arron Park c chool, s;uth of Palo Alto. 
'The school and pc1rents are very r·rateful for the four hours a. week 
she gave them and for a.11 the information, ideas, and attitudes those 
e s ~ecially fortunate children will carry with them. ----J. T. 

Mary Meehan of our Society recently reported nesting activities 
at Rickey's '"tudio Inn--lush restaurant-hotel on El Camino Real, Palo 
t l to. The principals a.re two proud black Australian swans, imported 
a.t ~reet exnense to swim a.bout iri the lake beneath the newest hotel 
unit--and both nurported to be males. A nest containin ~ 5 beautiful 
lar3e e .. e;s was buii t , , tended by devotion by both swans-.:but ( P . J,. 
Times, 8719) there will apparently be no cygnets this summer. '!'hey 
seldom reproduce in captivity, and even the e r3 carefully removed 
to an incubator has not hatched. The head ,-ardener, it is said, can 
make the female sing for him--so per hap s such optimism will be rewar-
ded next year. ----J. T. 

From Newsi.,feelt for 5/?-0/58 l~artette 1-Ji ttrten~tein clipped a fri g h
teninf article--featurin ~ a photograph of a wretched female eating 
a meado, vlark sandwich. Mrs. 1:!i t t('l'enstein knew of the wholesale 
slaughter of sone: 1::-irns by the Ita .. iian people bef'ore 1920, but thour:ht 
such practices had b een s t oi;:rned comple t ely. "Snra"'ed bird lovers 
throurrhout 'Surope ch a r ~e that Italians b a ve killed millions of birds 
while - they win ~~a northward to sprin~ feedin 3 s rounde--with t he help 
of mist nets and electronic bird calls. Italian Forei qn Ministry 
officials contend that in t he land of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
rreatest bird lover of them all , there are refu~e areas totaling 
S million acre s and laws protecting 11useful 11 birds. The president 
of the Italian Hunting Federa ti on, however , says t he real tra ~redy 
for htmtere is that there is no c8 me left to shoot at in Ital7r' except 
birds, and. the birds themselves have become ''incredibly smart ' at 
fli ttin~ e.way just out of shor --un range. ----J. T. 

}f.ay I suc :::es t to members tha.t they pick up a 50i ~-ignet paper
back book, Birdman of Alcatraz--The Story of Robert ~troud , by 
Thomas E . Gaddis. This amazin g convict 0 ird doctor has spen t 42 
years in solitary confine rnen t --lon3er than any livin g man . It can 
be said of him what Er ne st Hemingway wrote of an impriso ne d poet: 
"whatever this man once did , he bas suffered enou gh" . If you a p.;ree 
after readin ~· the boo k , please act on the sup:gestion in the Pu'blish-
er' s Note (3/31/58). ----J. T. 
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