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_CONSERVATION .!!i 1958 

Citizen conservationists will be looking to the · 85th Congress fer 
more action on natural resource legislation in 1958--according to the De
oember 1, 1957 Ccnservation News , from the Natirn a l Wildlife Federation . 
The coming session should bem7"re produ ctive--si nce consider able committee 
work has been completed, and an election year is a time to catch the notice 
of voters. Important bills carried over include: 

(1) The Wilderness Preservation Bill (Sll76). The philosophy of this 
bill is not to expand present areas or create more, but to hold in perpetu 
ity those already existing within National Forests , National Parks , and Na
tional Wildlife Refuges . The act will ~ee to exclusion of roads and other 
developments not in keeping with the natural character of wild country. 
Conservation -mind ed members of Congress -- and th a t includes most of them-
will probably join with popul ar demand in acti ng to safegu ar d the wilder
ness resource:). 

(2) Legislation to earmark Duck Stamp r ec eipts or otherwise provide 
funds for a cquisition of rapidly disnppen~ing waterfowl marshes . HR8699 is 
pending in the House Committee on Merch a nt Marine a nd Fisheries . 

(3) Chemical Pestici de Research (HR783)--to authorize a Fish and Wild
life Service Research pro gram on the effe cts of chemical pesticides and on 
ways to use such materi a ls without doing serious do.mag~ to fish and wildlife 
resources. 

(L~) Humane Methods of Tr apping Ani mals and Birds on Federal Lands 
(S2489). Senators Neuber ger , Humphrey, and Kefauver sponsor the bill. It 
must be passed to climin2te cru el practices ~opainful to detail. 

Regul a r Moeting : 
Mon. Jan. 13 

Boa.rd Meeting : 
Mon. Jan. 13 

Screen Tour: 
Wed. J nn . 15 

Field Trips: 
So..t. Jan . 4 

Sat. Ja.n . 11 
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--Jo yce Todd 
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JANUARY CALENDAR 

Regular Meetin g : 

Mond a.y, J a nunry 12,, .;!-958 , Palo Alto Junior Museum, 8 :00p. m. 
(Community Center -- Middl e fi e ld Roc.d).. Dr . Henry Weston , Program 
Chairm a n, will present n color sound film on wildlife. 

Board Meeting: 

Monday , Jo.nua.ry 13, 195~, Palo Alt o Junior Mus eum, 7:00 p. m. 

Scr een Tour: 

l;Jedncsday, Janu ary 12, 1958 o.t Morris Do.iley Auditorium , San Jose 
Sta.te Colleg e , 8 : OOp_. m, Cl cvelc.nd P . Gro.nt of Min eral Point I IHis
consin, will present "Yukon Indian Summer 11-- c. color motion pictur e , 
Mr. Grc.nt is a famed wildlife pltotogrn pher who will tak e us on nn ex
pe dition into t he wilderness Yukon Territory, Ani mals a.long th e way 
inclu de ant e lop e , hniry marmots , mo~se , caribou, nn d grizzly bea rs. 
An a ccount of th e Yukon Indi a n's cultur e complet es th e trip. Tickets 
a re a vailnble a t th e door-- 90 ¢ general ~dmission; 50 ¢ 1 students , 

Field Trips: 

Saturday , ~ry ~, to Gre co Island. This will be a bo nt trip limited to 
25 persons per trip. John o. Larson, Jr,, our Sanctuary Ward en , will 
l ea d the trip, Miss Mary \iv, Meehan , 1014 Clark Ave ., Mountain View, 
(WHB- 4949) will tak e r ese rv a tions. Meet at Redwood City Yacht Harbor 
(turn east off Bayshore Highway 101 on Harbor Blvd , at Redwood City) 
at 10:00 a.. m. nea r th e Sea Scout ship Fury. Bring lunch. There is 
a donation of 50¢ per person to be coll ect ed to de fr ay gasoline ex
pens es , This is~ good opportunity to~ your Snn ctu nry--th e South 
ern San Francis co Bay San ct uari es . 

Saturday , J n.nuary 11 1 rep en t of J a.nuc..ry 4 trip nbove. 

Wedne sd ay Morning, J a nuary 22, to Montalvo Wil dlif e Sanctuary at Villa Mon
t a lvo. Meet nt9 :00 c., m. at the parking o.r eo. inside the San ctu C"..ry. 
The entran c e is on Saratoga-Los Go.tos Road, about a half - mile fro m 
So.ratoga . Len ders: Hiss Alberta Edell (EL4-4 979) and Miss Emily 
Smith (EL4-2494). 

NOTE: Addition ~l Greco Isl an d trips can be arranged if tha demand warrants 
it. 

-- Fr nncis Gor n j, Field Trip Chairm an 

THE 1957 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

A condensed r ep ort of the December 29, 1957 Bird Count will appear 
in the Febru ary Avoc e t compil e d by Dr. Richard Mewaldt of San Jose. De
tail e d r esults of bhe count from all s ections of the Unit e d Sta t es are 
s e nt to the National Audubon Soci e ty in New York every year. 



THE AVOCET 

T~ere will be more A·•,o~ ~-\s in :958 . The bulletin will appear month
ly i~st ead of bi-monthly -- wh~~h s hould make more information available 
so one~ to local Audubon membe~s . This aid to easier planning and better 
::-e:port i .ng is made possibl e larg ely through the kindness of Mrs , Jane Castner 
and Miss Rulofson , 112 Murray Court, Redwood City (EM6-2514) who will cut 
the necessary stencils every month, 

Again, the deadline for Avocet material is the 15th of each month. 
Pl ease send articles from newspap ers and magazin es, anecdotes, book notices, 
anything you would like to share with other members. 

Complaints that the Avocet fails to print field trip reports are be
coming painfully numerous, Won't someone pleasa volunteer to collect these 
and prepare them for the stenoillers? A valuabl e servioa--and not a diffi
cult or time-consuming ·one. Call Joyce Todd (DA2-1787), 

---J.T, 

NDV MEMBERS 

Membership is joint with the National Audubon Society and includes a 
subscription to Audubon Map:azine. Re gular, $5 ; Sustaining, $10; Active, $25; 
Supporting, $50; Stud e nt, $2. 

We wel come th e se new people and valu e their support: 

Mrs. Charl es Weeks Box 522 Menlo Park 
Mrs. M. H. Hodge 12505 Hoodside Ct. Saratoga 
Miss Effie Finl ey 3130 Riddl e Road San Jose 28 
Mrs, Harry R, Reynolds 342 Kellogg Ave. Palo Alto 
Mr. & Mrs. C.F. Pintler 13261 Mont ebello Rd, Cupertino 
Mr. & Mrs . R,J. Murrell 910 Lafayette St, (Apt, 3) Santa Clara 
Mrs. C.E, Purviance 228 Seale Avenue Palo Alto 
Dr, S,C, Woodward 491 Middle Court Menlo Park 
Mr. & Mrs, B. E. Carlson 1117 Cowper St, Palo .itlto 

-- Mrs, Irving Snow, Membership Chairman 

MONTALVO SANCTUARY NEEDS HELP 

Dnring th e next two months we nee d to recruit work parties to help 
establish a nature trail at Montalvo before spring, Villa Montalvo is the 
175-acre former estate of the late u. S, Senator James D, Phelan and is 
situa~ed in the foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains above Saratoga. The 
entra~e gate is about a half mile from the center of Saratoga on the Los 
Gatos Road. The grounds are open to the public during the daylight hours 
seven days a week. At the request of the Montalvo Association, the Santa 
Clara Valley Audubon Society is planning to build and maintain a nature 
trail there, We need everyone who can help in any way--trail clearing, map 
making, spraying, r ep airing vi ew sites, getting youth grou ps to help (Boy 
Scouts, Explorers, students), supervising work groups, and many other vari
our duties, This is our chance to have a place where our children can 
l earn and enjoy nature cloae to home, If you are interested, \"!rite or 
phone Francis Goraj, 675 Floral e s Driv e , Palo Alto (DA5-8847). 

---F. Goraj 



REGULATIONS GOVEREI NG THE PRACTICE OF FALCONRY 

There has been co nsiderable conc ern a nd some mis-information over 
the exact wording of th e new regulation co ncdrni ng the pr a ctice of falconry. 
A compl e te copy of these r eg ul a tions from th e Fish and Game Department will 
be a vail abl e at local Audubon meetings, since it is too long to include 
her e . One must now be lic en s ed (815 a yea r) to hun t with a f a lcon. The 
bird may th Gn be trained to capture small ea me such as rabbits and squirrels. 

REUNION OF AUDUBON CAMPERS 

Attention! Circl e and Save this da t e for t he r eunion of Audubon 
Campers (1948 through 1957), th eir f amilies a nd friends. For Northern 
Ca lifornia: Sunday, April 20, Full i nform a tion o.nd details later, 

MORE DATES 

Ope ning dat es for the five two- week s essions at the Audubon Camp of 
Ca liforni a in 1958 will be Jun e 22, July 6, July 20 1 Augus t 3, and August 17, 
Ten Year Anni versary Sea son! Registe r now for the s es sion of your choic e . 

Pacific Coast Bi e nni al Convention -- Asilom ar, California--will be 
he ld Ma rch 21-24, 1959, 

THE URGENT NEED OF CALIFORNI A WILD FLOWER PRESERVES 

Theodore Payn e 's article with th e abov e title ha s been reprinted 
from Golde n Gard en s, Sep t ember, 19571 for distribution to a ll California 
newspap 0rs, magnzin es, libr ari es, an d Chambers of Commerc e , I quote from 
Gertrud e Hawl ey, Editor of the Fhainop epla (Ca lifornia Audubon Soci e ty, 
Los Ange l es County): Ther e is 11 •••• hop e of arousing public opi nian befor e 
it is too l a t e to s ave our one-tim e large and bea utiful fi e l ds of wild flow
ers, To quot e one paragraph of (Mr. Payn e I s) articl e : 1V/ha t is neede d is 
th e est o.blishing of a number of ••• , 11Sanctu e.ri es 11 in different parts of th e 
st a t e , Ar eas should be s e l ect ed where th e st an d of wild flo wers is esp e ci
a lly good and well r epr0sent a tiv e of th e flor a of th e district, The l ~nd 
should bo acquired by purch nse or gift if th e owner is public minded e nough 
to domat e it. The s e areas should be mc:-..de Na tion a l Monuments , Stn.te Pn.rks , 
County Pnrks, ••• •. Mr. Payne is in cont act with a r ep r es entativ e of ' Na
ture Cons erv an cy .,,, of a~ shington, D,C., who is now visitin g th e South ern 
Ca lifornia nr eo., co nf erring with Dr, I~n tz of Cl a r emont nnd oth ers in a po 
sition to know th e best spots for such pr e s erv e s," Mr, Payne is c. member 
of the Califor ni a Audubon Soci oty, Los Ange l es County. 

-----J. T. 

When it was l ea rn ed that John O, Larson, Jr., our Sanctuary Ward e n, 
would not be able to arriv e her e until mid - November, John H, Bake r, Pr e si
dent of National Audubon Society, a sk ed Fr a nk Goraj to act as t empora ry 
Tia rd en. With the Sanctuary only in its second yea r, Mr. Baker f elt it 
should be patroll e d from th e first day of hunting- -Oct, 12, Frank could 
volunt ee r only week- e nds and tim e ~e was not a t work to th e pa trolling du
ti es, but we are th a nkful to hi m for the consci entious e ffort he put in, 
John Larson arri ved in tim e to join forc es V!ith Frank on Sunday , Nov. 10, 
a nd has been carryin g on sinc e th e n. We hop e to have him and his fin e f am-
ily with us until mid -J anuary this yea r, -----J, T, 



CURHEN'r BOOKS ON NATU:t1AL HISTORY 

Thu Ornithologists' Guide, H. P. W, Hutson. This book has be e n compiled 
to en cour a ge th e study of birds by pointing out their habits and ch ar 
acteristics and indicating vhe r e th ese may be observ e d. (Philosophi
ca l Librnry, llO) 

The .Bird Watcher 
I
s Anthology, Roger Tory Pe:t erson. Ovor 100 drawings, one 

color plat e . The book tr ac es th e cl assi c progress of a bird watche r 
from the first spark of int e rest to th e thoughtful observations of the 
mature student. There are 85 s e lections from authorit i es on birds 
who are nlso superior writ ers . (Harcourt, Brac e , t 7,50) 

Your purchases (books, gifts, binoculars, teaching aids , educational 
games, r ecords, bird f ee de rs, etc .) from the Berk e l ey offic e --2426 Bancroft 
Way, Berkeley 4-- nssist in supporting the wide cons erv ation ed uc ation pro
gram of the National Audubon Society . ------J. T, 

NOTES FROM BI RD HATCHERS 

The autumn leaves on th e apricot trees, so ric hly color ed this y ea r, 
ha d not ye t f a ll en when a pair of House Spar ro ws start ed ne st -buildin g . 
They chosen bird hous e which we had set up und er the eaves of our house , 
with th & hope that Viol e t-green Swallows would nest in it. But on th e first 
day of December a busy f ema le Hous e Sparrow, accompanied by her n tt entive 
mate , carri ed chick en feath e rs into th e bird houGe to lin e th e ne st she was 
building. It r emains to be s ee n whether this nus t proves to b e only a snug 
roosting pl ac e , like one built by Hous e Spa rro ws i n a nother bird hous e a 
yea r ago , Even so, the pair could prev ent Viol e t- gr e en Swallows from using 
it next spring, for th a t was what happen ed ~t th e ot her nest l a st May. 

Plain Titmice also start house-huntin g before winter comes. A fema le 
is already roostin g ni gh ts in the bird house in which she will buil d her 
nest this coming sprin g . She wears one of my yello w ce lluloid rin gs on her 
ri ght foot and her mate ha s one on his left, and so in my notebook they are 
named 11Ri ght -Yello wil a nd "Left- Yell ovr". Both a re newcomers to our go.rden , 
o.nd the story of how they fi nal l:r dis placed Tiight- Red o.nd Right - Blue, who 
nested in the same bird house this po.st season , is interesting but too long 
to tell here. The bird ho use was buil t by Lillian Gorh am and hung up in 
our prune tree in October, 1954, Ri ght - Yellow a nd her mo.te a re the fourth 
pa ir of banded Titmice, i n four seaso: r:i.s, to choose it a s their "nest cavity". 
This is surprising bec ause studies of the Pl nin TitQouse show th a t they a re 
perm a nent resi dents and that t hey ''te nd to r emain paired for life a nd defend 
their territories throug hout the year"(Keith Dixon, Th_E:_ _9ondo r, May-Jun e 1 49), 

Among our winte r-v isitant birds, the Cedar \ilnxwin gs a re in good numbers 
this ye a r. Anno. Rich a rds0n writ es fro m Po.lo Alto: "I have just now (Dec,11) 
cou nted 131 Cedo.r Waxwings i n our Chi l1ese Elm tr ee s, plus a fe w smo..11 flocks 
in flight that would n0t aa it t o be c ount ed! I ha ve not previously seen so 
ma ny, 11 Also in good nu1:1b~;:..•s1 and ver y VJelcome , ar e Varied Thrush es. On Dec.6 
when scouti ng the field t~i .p to Mors hend Es t a te, Eli za be th Tuck er a nd Roberta 
Wright saw more th a n o. hun:lr e d of thr~r:;e wnry ~brushes in a grou p of madrones 
and oo.ks . Also there wc:.s c.n unus ua l rn~I!lber uf Hr:r m:.:.. t Thrushes an d mnny Ro
bins. Mr, Stanley Morshend to ld the:..'1 th at th oua nnds of n obi ns a re comin g at 
nightfall to roost in ~he tre es on his es t a t e , which extends from Portola 
V.::i.lley up to the Skyli ne Bc1L1:~e '!ilr '.i. I'he rncdron es v:ere lo c..ded with b erries 
this fall, and fruit tr ees nn d b erri e d bu shes a lso have good crops, which is 
nl l to the good for man y birds ,-- Emily Smith, 19651 Glen Un-'.11 So.ratoga 



EDITOR'S NOTES 
Have you seen the new Whooping Crane post a ge stamps? One hun

dred million have been printed (in thr ee colors), They are benutiful 
and should o.ttm:i.ct public attention to th e pli ght of these impressive 
birds, 

Your editor, on November 29, observed t wo Red-sh a fted Flic kers, 
one above the other nnd f a cin g him, on a 2x4 le a ned a gainst a tree. 
They were close to the ground nnd o.ppeo.red to be da ncing without moving 
their feet, Both thru s t out necks, nodded bac k a nd forth, and so.id 
something resembling "Sq_uinch- em, squinch- 0m,l 11 They were very serious 
and quite absorbed in each other, Can some one enlighten this relative
ly inexp erienc ed bird watcher? 

The November, 1957, ~~erlin~, bulletin of the Monter ey Audubon 
Society, reports th e strange occ nsiono.l winter nppe or a nce of the Clark's 
Nutcr a cker on the Monterey Peni nsula, If they come ago.in this wint er, 
o. trip to sec the n'oisy I busy birds is a. must, 

McCall's magazine for June, 1957, r eports its visit to Audubon So
ciety national headqua.rters-- nt the height of the bird-watching season. 
They were intrigued by some of th e habits of birds, and by such devices 
ns a le nky bucket hanging from a branch over n birdbath to a ttract birds. 
They were told in discussions o.bout the Whooping Crane that duck hunters 
in the Central Fly vay, which the 24 (no w 26) Tihoop ers travel, nro the 
only bird wa tchers who hope thoy don't see th e ma gnific e nt l arge white 
birds. The ducks seem to know the Cranes must not be shot nt; they wait 
for a brace of Whooping Crc.nes to convoy th em into feeding grounds nnd 
out o.gain--a.11 birds s a fely o.wc.y·· with no one , fortunat e ly, daring to shoot. 

----J • T. . 

_s~ CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY I N~. *BRANCH OF NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

President •••••• Mrs, Alb ert J, \ifool .. ,Rt, 2 Box 728, Sa n Jose 
Vice-Pr es, , , •• ·.Dr, Henry ':fo ston. , • 349 N~ Rich :Lee Dr. Cn.mpbell 
Secr e tary •••••• Mrs. R,\"Jesl cy r!ri ght, 540 . Ath erton Av-, Ath erton 
Tr ea sur er •• , ., . Mrs. Cha s. J. Zwao.l, 4'78 Cl ifton Av, So.n Jos e 28 
Editor •••••• · ••• Mrs. Jo hn :C, Todd • . • 912 Robl e Hid gc , Po.lo Alto 
Circul a tion Mgr,. Hiss Elsi e Hoeck,1311 Cristin a , So.n Jos e 25 
Hembership Chmn_. (S) Nrs, Irving Snow, 21441 Roa.rin g Wa t er Hay, 

AM2-2577 
FR8-3 836 
DA3-3 809 
CY2-2060 
DA2-1787 
CY3-5668 

Los Ga tos 
EL4-1811 

Membership Chmn. (N)Mrs, Mo.rion K. ICirkwood, 24 9 Lowell Ave,, Palo Alto 
DA3-7395 


