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Ve should be proud of our help toward the recent passage in Calif• 
ornia. of the MacBride Bill, /\.B 2831. The portion of the bill of parti
cular interest to the Audubon Society is the section protecting all spe
cies of hawks and owls. There are no ,uore ;'birds of prey 11 , The terms 
"predatory mallllilals11 and 11predatory birds 11 are obsolete--in line with 
modern findings on the balance of n&ture. 

Support is nation-wide and bipartisan for the Wilderness Bill intro
duced by Senator Humphrey of Minnesota. The bill is the most important 
in scenic-resource conservation since the National Park Act of 1916. It 
will (1) establish a National Wilderne.ss Preservation System--giving Con
gressional recog nition and added protection to the best of our vanishing 
wilderness and (2) establish an Outdoor Recreation Resource Review Com
mission to watch future needs for parks and wildlife preservation. The 
National Audubon Society urges you to help pass this bill. ::Letters to 
your congressmen are an important influence. 

COHING EVEKTS AT A GLANCE 

Regular Meetings: 
Mon. Sept, 16 
Mon. Oct. 14 

··Board Meetings: 

8 :0 0 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

Preceding regular meetings 

Screen Tour: 
Wed. Oct, 30 

Field Trips: 

San Jose State College 
Junior Museum, Palo Alto 

?:00 p,m, 

San Jose St a te College 

Sept, 14 
Sept. 18 
Sept, 29 

8:30 a,m. Dumbarton Bridge Salt Marsh Sanctuary 

Oct. 13 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 27 

Special Event: 

8:30 a.m. Stevens Creek Canyon 
9:00 a.m. Henry Cowell 

Redwoods State ;a rk 
8:30 n.m, Searsville Lake 
8:30 a.m~ Vestridge area 
n:30 a.m. Calav eras Reservoir 

Sept. 10 7:00 a,m. Santa Cruz 
Offshore Trip 

(Reservations required,) 



SEF'l'EHBER-OCTOBER CALEHDAR 

Regular Meetings: 

Monda~, Septe .mb.er 1§., 1957 
:OO p, ru. Room 25~econd floor North End) of the new Science 

Building, San ~ose St~ti Coliege, San . Jose, ·caliiornia. The 
building (opened August 1) :is lOca ted at the corner of South 
Fourth and .San Antonio .Stree .ts, · 1ots qf parking is available 
one short ~lock west at Souih Third and San Antonio Streets, 
Dr. Henry G. Weston, San Jose State College, will discuss 
11Plant and Animal i :ames, Scientific versus Comruon11 • 

Mand~*' October 14, 1957 
o :00 p,rn. Junior i:-Iuseum, Palo Alto, California. Dr, James P. Heath 
of San Jose 3tate Collese will present an illustrated talk on 
11Tidepools ;1 • 

Screen Tour! 

Tickets i will be available soon to the five screen tours listed in 
· the July- August bulletin. Illustrated folders with cori1plete infor

mation will be mailed directly to members vell before the first 
tour on October 30, The pric es: 

General Admission Season Ticket 
Student Season Tic ke t 
Family Season Ticket 

(10 admissions good at any 
SingLc Admission Ticket 
Student Ticket 

performance) 

$3.00 
~2.00 
~5.00 

Season tickets will be sold at the college and also at the door 
on the night of the first performance. Single admission and stu
dent tickets are sold at th e door only. 

Field Trips! 

Saturday, Septeraber _~, to 
and elsewhere in that 
Willow Road (the west 
Bring lunch, Leader: 

the Dumbarton Bridge Salt i'-'Iarsh Sane tuary 
area. Meet at Hiller's Helicopter plant on 
approach to Dumbarton Bridge) at 8:30 a.m. 

Les 3leeper (DA3-9370), 

Vlednesday Horning, Septembcx:, l Q 1 to St evens Creek Canyon• in the foot• 
hills of the Santa Cruz ~it s -. : sou th west from Cupertino ·. There 
should still be some wat c~ in th e r cso rvoir, and the county park 
farther up the canyon ia an inte r esting place to eiplore~ Meet 
at 8:30 a,m., at the pa r king ar ea at Stevens Creek Reservoir~ 
Lea der: I'lrs. Langford W. Smith (:CL4-4674) .-

Sunday, September~, to the Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park, Meet 
at the Park parking area -- just south of Felton on High \vay 9-
a.t 9:00 a.m. Bring lunch ·. Leader: Fanny Zwaal (CY2-2060) -. 

Sunday, Oc~ 1.2., to Scarsville Lake. Meet at the entrance gate, 
near the junction of Sandhill and Portola Roads at 8:30 a.m. 
Bring lunch.- Entranc ·e fee is 25 cents.- Leader: Harriet Mundy 
(DA5-1192).-
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',iedncsdav Morning, October 16 , to Hcstridgc, south,acst from Palo Al to-
an area of oak-cov ered hills and wood ed ravines. Meet . at 8: 30 a, m, 
at the Horryvale Antique Shop, 3249 Alpine noad, about 2 mil es 
fro m j uncti on of Alpine Rd, with Santa Cruz Ave, and Junipero 
Serra Bl vd, Lead er: i~s. Shepard S, Tuck er (DA2-9457), 

Sunda~, Oct ober ?7, to Calaveras Reservoir ar ea. Hect at Calaveras 
Rd. a~1.d Oakland High\·1ay (No, 17) at i'-i.i.lr,i t as a t u! 3Cl a ,m, Bring 
lunch and walk ing sho es, Leader: Al Wool (AH2-25'77) , 

.3 pccial Event: 

Tuesday, Sep t e~ber ~o, twelve miles offshor e from Santa Cru z . A Stag
na~o sport fishing boat will take 40 people for a 5-hour trip spon
sor ed by Leavitt H. McQuesten of Sant a Cru z , Meet at rSnnta Cruz 
wharf at 7: 00 a.m . Tickets arc t l,50 and may be obtain ed from 
Joyce Todd (DA2-1787), Money will be coll e cted at th e wharf on 
t he uorning of the trip~ but the ticket is your r ese rvation, ~ 

h,.EW MEMBERS 

We welcome most cordially th e se now members who have join ed since 
May 1, 1957: 

Mrs. H. H. Eaves 
Mr. & Hrs , Mar k Hopkins 
Nr, Ted Humphr ey 
I~ s. John C, Tiells 
Dr, George C, Huench 
Hrs, Thomas A, Taylor 
Hiss lfary Jane Duckv,orth 
Mr. Brooking Tatum 
Miss P.li c e Allen 
Hiss Jodie Taulb ee 
Mr. E, G, Kern 

675 Benvenue Ave. 
1185 Ruth Drive 
12660 Tiobl cda Ave . 
11 900 Terrace Driv e 
17292 J ena Ave . 
1310 University Ave . 
1049 Thornton Way 
3980 El Camino Real 
143 Aca cia St r ee t 
980 M~tadero Ave , 
25451 0 1 Kecfe Lane 

THE AVOCET 

Los Gatos 
San Jos e 25 
Los Lltos 
Log Altos 
Los Gat os 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 22 
Palo Alto 
Sto~ kc on 
Palo Alto 
Los Altos 

Publication is now resum ed follo ·:,~.ne th o January-February issue 
(Volume IV , Number 1), Since th en b;ne P9:n~~-"i:l'.'Od 

Vol. IV No, 2 Cm;-i n ;;; ;::-;ro:1tn Apt'i l 1 
Vol. IV lfo , ~ ~ - 1n,..... ,~- .~ ::·,:;:~ hs. y · an d Jun e , 1957 ✓ 

\_ • .:-;;; _ . ,,, .' • • J - .. 

Vol. IV Ho, L'. .; · ] ./' J·. t ':. f "'~ f .l. 7 ~.~3? 

Vlo hav e a new Cir cu.l -1.·i.::.011 tiene.e;e:,.~---~•::~fff' -;~ ~: i.c D. Ho::ick of San Jose. 
Mimeograp hing will bo c1·' r..o '._? lilT . K: 1:,.i3.=i.·i.2rJ.'. 12:·<cy : 2::· 0f Sc:nt a Cl e.ra, and 
i--Irs. Te.ylor v1ill assist wj_ ~h f 0l ~in r; 3..r~:.:. 211 ... _~l·L n t5~ 

The Editor would appreciate a l ar~e Be~~ er - par ticipatio n , Do feel 
free to make a ny su ggestio ns c:0nce!'r::i:1c .'~l.:_e !'.'iS.~ ~:..~.• At the end of Miss 
Er.iily Smith's 11:Notes fro m J3:i.rd 1i1;ai~ch e:-~" y e u. v::; .. ;. ·L T e f.'.c~ wh&t so rt of ob
servations can add to scientific kricw::.ec:: ts-= c:: 1-:)i: :-cls a8 W<'!l l HB to your 
pleasure in the m, Send yc~r notes dir ectl y t ~ h ~~. To ~he Editor 
please send notes of new b~o~s? arti 0les i ~ ~ur~ant , ~ri odic ~l s , broad
ca sts, TV programs, etc,, n f :i.n".:e!'P.Bt t,o J.udt::-c~'l re a::1.e :-s. :1: can als o 
use information about e.ny conservation pro blem , or legislation concern
ing it, 



Auditor 
Nominating 
i'Iembership 
Pro gra m 
Field Trips 
Editorial 
Publicity 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
for l S-57-58 

Dr·. Marion Kirkwood 
Hiss Harriet r-'iundy 
Nrs. Angelina Snow 
Dr. Henry Weston 
Francis Goraj 
russ Emily Smith 
Jane Goraj 

Very recently app ointed chair men of other colllfilittees will be an
nounced later. 

JJIB. PUBLIC I TY C ONiviI TTEE; 

Now that some patterns have been set by the successful aspects of 
the publicity work for 1956-7, the Publicity Committee kno ws a little 
more what it is doing. But, in order to function, we need the follow
ing people: (1) three who can type, to send out once a month notice~ 
to the ne wspapers ot our Field Trip s and I~etings; (2) one or t wo more 
who can type to send out relea s es on the Audubon Screen Tours (five 
during the year) and any s pecial event li ke the arrival of our Harden, 
John O. Larson, Jr., to patrol the new Salt Mars h Sanctuary, We also 
need anyone who is intereste~ in writing to help write releases. And 
anyone who is just interested is welcome, too! The Publicity Committee 
has a good ti me; we enjoy our occasional meetings and telephone cohver
s a tions. If you'd like to join us, please contact Jane Goraj, Chmn,, 
675 Florales Drive, Palo Alto (DA5- 3847), 

NEW PACIFIC COAST FIELD RECORD CARDS 

The Pacific Coast Office of the National Audubon Society (2426 Ban
croft Way, Berkeley 4, California) has mailed to the loc al society 
s ample copies of the new revised Audubon Field Record Card for the Pa
cific Coast (California, Oregon, and TTashington). The cards could be 
used conveniently for field tri p reports or by any individual on a 
birding trip. Mail ord ers from the Pacific Coast Offic e will be handled 
pro mptly. Prices follo w: 

25 cards (mini mum sale) 
50 cards 

100 cards 

~1.25 
$2.00 

. ~)3.50 

CURRE}TT BOOKS J\l'iD ARTICLES ON NATURAL HISTORY 

Blackford, John L. Western 1:londerlands. New York: Vantage Press, Inc., 
1956. 

B ro wn, Vinson. Cal i for nia Hildli f e Re?ions. San Hartin, Cal,: Nature
gr ap h Co., 1957 , · 32, bO paperback) 

Grisco m, Ludlo \'f an d Sprunt, Ale xan der (Jr,) (eds,) The Warblers of 
1-Torth .\merica. New Yorb Devin:-Kda i r Co. 1 1957. 
( ~12.50) 

Pallister, Joh n C. "Beauty on the Win gn , Sports Illustrated, 
Augu s t 12, 1957, p . 32, 

Ste gner, Wallace (e d ,) This is Di nos au r, New York: Alfred Knopf, 1955, 
Thomas, Arline, 11rle Run aIIos pi t a l for Birds ;' , Sa turday Evening Fost, 

August 10, 1957, p . 20. 
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1.7arha ri1, John. The Techniau~ of Bird P_hotography, London and New York: 
The Focal Press! :956 . 

\"Tel ty, Carl. 11The Geography of Bird s 11 , Scientific American, July, 1957, 
p. 118 , 

Occasional faint rumbling sounds in a fire place chimney in Los Gatos, 
fir s t hea rd on April 19 of this year, finally proved to be the beat of 
h ::_r :1 wi ng s. On July 16 Grace Tomlinson noticed that the 11rumble 11 in the 
c~im ncy was followed by chippering sounds just above the closed damper, 
A~ Jir ·st she was not sure that it was baby birds being fed, because there 
was a snakelik e hissing quality to the chippering, But when she went 
ou tdoors and watched, a Vaux 1 s Swift suddenly appeared and dropped down 
i n to the chimney, wings flut te rin g , Two weeks later Gladys Record re
port ed t hat the chimney of ano the r house in Los Gatos had been occupied 
by s wifts during July. ~he fee~i~g of young birds was no longer being 
he ard i n the chimney, and so we a~ s umed that they had been successfully 
fl edge d, Thinking the far1i l :r :11ig }:t r et1-1rn to the chimney at nightfall, 
we watched on the e, reninr; of 1~.·1gu s t 5 , I t was get ting dusky, al though 
only five minutes past 0fficial sunc et t i tle , when a s wift dropped in, 
almost faster than the e~e c0u~~ f JJ .J ow it. Soon there wns another, and 
then two together; and f i nRl).y six ir nll had gone to roost in the chim
ney. Ordin a rily the Va·~,)~' s ,Swif t lrnj lds it s nest inside a hollo w tree, 
unlike its eastern rel Dtj_ve 1 th~ Chj _mney Swift, which commonly nests in 
chimn eys. Perhaps a short age of h ollo w trees in t he Santa Cruz Moun
t ains is partly respon sible for Vaux's Swifts utilizing these and other 
knovm chimneys in the Los Gatos aren in recent ye a rs. 

Hearing by chance the song of the Hooded Oriole (which, according 
to Hoffman's Birds of the Pacific States , is seldom heard "even in the 
height of the breeding"sea son 11 ) led to the discovery of its nest in Los 
Gatos. This oriole, a co mmon su mmer resident in southern California, 
was first reported in Santa Clar a County in 1930 by Gayle Pick well. 
Since then it has gradually become a not uncommon nesting bird in this 
area, most reports of its pr esence co ming from San Jose and Palo Al to. 
This sum.mer a pair nested in a fan palm next door to Emmanuel and Mary 
Taylor's home in Santa Clara. In San Jose Grace Brubaker sa w Hooded 
Orioles sipping nectar fro m Abutilon flowers in he r garden during July; 
and Fanny Zwaal, on the other side of to wn, watch ed a pair in her back
yard the morning of July 7, But no one to my kn owledge has ever re
ported a Hooded Oriole in Los Gatos. On July 25, a month after the 
song was heard, both parents were seen feeding clamorous young birds 
in a closely woven, basketlike nest of palm leaf fibers, hung close to 
the underside of the leaf of a tall fan palm. The male, a first-year 
bird, looked much lik e i ts dull-colored mate, except for the black chin 
and throat. It will be Rr other year or two befor e he takes on the 
bri ght orange color which ~s expe ct ed of an adult male Hooded Oriole. 

With th e end of su mme~ Vaux 's Swi ft s and Hooded Oriol e s and the 
other migratory birds whi~h have nested in our a rea will be gone, most 
of them to spend the winter south from California. We shall know they 
are gone only when we su ddenly realize that we have not seen them for 
some time, But bird wat che rs who are keeping notes--even if nothing 
more than jotting down on a ~a lenda r whenever a Black-he a ded Gro sb eak, 
a Bullock's Oriole, a Western Fl yc a tcher is seen --c an ob tc1.in s mr.e 11 last 
dates" for summer resid ents which I would be glad to receive . Als o 
"first dates" for White-cro wned Spa rrows and other winter visitants 



whi ch will be arriving in September and October will be welcome. In 
the cas e of "first dates" it is important to note whether there is only 
une 1-..;ird or several. "Peak dates"-- when the bird is present in largest 
n~~~ers--are important, toQ; and any notes about weather could be sig
r..::;.fica.nt. Also send me observations of interesting bird behavior and 
t te occurrences of unusual birds. And please do not forget to give 
date and place of your observations. 

Emily D. Smith 
19 1 651 Glen Una Drive 
Saratoga, California 

LEGISLATION PENDING 

The Council of Conservationists, Inc, is asking support for the 
Bill in the United States Senate (S-2577) making Dinosaur National 
Monument our thirtieth National Park, It was introduced by Senator 
Gordon Allott of Colorado. Letters of encouragement to him (Senate 
Office Building, Washington 25, D.C,) and letters to California Sen
ators expressing interest in the Bill will help now as well as later, 
when the Bill is being considered by Committees. ·The Bill is backed 
also by the Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Trustees for Conservation, 
National Parks Association~ etc. 

EDITOR'S NOTES 

Sunset magazine for September, 1957 in "September Travel--in and 
Beyond the West" recommends the "Albatross Exp~dition"--the Santa Cruz 
offshore trip previously mentioned in this issue. Many beautiful sea
birds (and possibly some quite rare ones) can be expected. 

Elinor V. Cogswell, in her ·column 11EVC at bat", Daily Palo Alto 
Times, Tuesday, July 2, 1957, mentions something better than sprays 
and baits to combat the grasshopper plague common in rural areas of 
Pal _o Alto and Menlo Park this summer. A resident was appalled to see 
thousands of grasshoppers spreading from her driveway all over the gar
den. In an instant a flock of English Sparrows swooped down and began 
eating. The number of grasshoppers seemed endless, but the sparrows 
ate them all in a few days. 

A Bakersfield, Calif. parakeet owner has started a lost-and-found 
service for budgies. She describes the birds and includes the legband 
number. New homes are found for those not claimed. Although it was 
thought lost parakeets could not survive more tha n 48 hours, she found 
one very much alive who had been lost for 9 days. (Your Editor ob
served one this summer in a Los Altos orchard--very plump and happy. 
It ate quantities of weed seeds and flew high into a tree occasionally 
to sing.) · 
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