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PRESIDEJ.\JTIS MESSAGE 

Regretfully, your Board of Directors announces the resignation of 
Dr. Dick Mewaldt as our editor of The Avocet. Neither space nor time can 
grant us enough to express adequately what this loss means. The responsi
bility has been a big one and unfortunately almost a lone one. And so 
Dick, from all of us a humble and sincere -- Thanks. 

The Avocet must oontinuel To do so, we will need help from IQ!! --
the members of our Society. We have learned too, though a little late, 
that the responsibility of The Avocet publication must be shared. It is 
not "Cricket" to r ely on one man to shoulder the entire load. Therefore, 
anyone who has had experience in: 1. Editing; 2. Featur e writing; J. Typing; 
4. Stencil-cutting; 5. Running a mimeograph machine; 6. Folding and 11stuffing 11 

envelopes, please do not hesit ate to l et us know how you can help. Phone or 
drop a card to Miss Mary L. Meehan, 1014 Cl;irk Avenue, Mountain View -
WHi t ecliff 8-4949 or Hrs. furothy Wool, Route 2, Box 728, San Jose - AMhurst 
2-2577. Thankyou. 

Meetings: 
Jan 7 
Feb 18 

Screen Tour: 

8:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

Dorothy E. Wool 

COMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Regular meeting at Palo Alto Junior Museum 
Regular meeting r.t San Jose State College 

Jan 15 8:00 p.m. "Animals at Night in Color" Howard Cleaves 

Field Trips: 
Jan 12 9:30 a.m. Salt ~hr sh Sanctua~J 
Jan 16 9:00 a .m. Boronda Farm 
Jan 26 9:30 a.m. Alum Rock Park 

Feb 9 9:30 a.m. Aldercroft Heights 
Feb 17 9:30 a. m. Tamales Bay 
Feb 27 9:00 a.m. Glen Una R'lnch 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

MEETINGS 

Regular Meeting: Monday, January 7 at 8:00 p.m., at the Palo Alto 
Junior Museum. John o. Larson, Jr., Warden of our new Salt Marsh 
Sanctuary will give an illustrated talk - 11Reminiscings of a Game 
Warden". (Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.) 

Regular Meeting: Monday, February 18 at 8:00 p.m., in Room 55 
(Little Theatre) San Jose State College. Dr. Tom Harvey of the 
Biology Dept. will gi ve an informal talk on 11The Evolution of Birds". 
(Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.) 

Screen Tour: "Animals at Night in Color" - Howard Cleaves 
1'Dcsday, January 15 at 8:00 p.m. in Morr i s Iailey Auditorium on 
the San Jos e Sta t e College Campus. Howard Cleaves of Staten Island, 
New York, has prowled by night throu gh f or es t and bayou with power
ful floodli ghts and generato r to r ecord in color motion pictures the 
night lif e of dee!'., r ac coon and muskrat; osprey, great blue heron 
and chi mney uwift; turtle, fr og and cr icket o An amazing r evelation 
of the nocturnal activiti es of vari ed animals, birds and other wild
life. 

A SPECIAL INVITATION has been extended t o our Society to join them in 
cel ebration of their Forti eth AnniversaryJ There will be a banquet 
at the Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, on 'rhursday, January 10, at 7 :30 p.m., 
The Anniversary Committee has announced tha t Dr. George M. Sutton, 
nationally lmown naturalist and writer will be the guest speaker. As 
an added attraction, the talented Audubon Players will present for the 
first time on any stage a one-act playlet, "Beating the Birds to the 
Bush. 11 Reseryµtions are $4.00 each. EVERYBODY COMEU You may make 
up a table fo.r- a group, or r eserve a place individually. Miss Mary 
Meehan, 1014 Clark Avel, Mt~ View, WR 8-4949 will be happy to help you 
place your reservations. 

FIELD TRIPS 

S~turday, January 12, to what is left of the Alviso salt marshes. Meet at 
t he Alviso Grammar School, on the San Jose- Alviso Rd., at 9:30 a.m. Jane 
and Frank Goraj (DAS-8847) will lead the trip. Bring lunch if desired. 

Wednesday Mo~n~E_[Li_~nuary 16, to Boronda Farm, which is southwest from 
Palo AJ.t o, with Mrs, ~lizabeth Tucker (DA2-94S7). Meet at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Merryvale Antique Shop, 3249 Alpine Road, about two miles from junction 
of Alpine Rd. with Santa Cruz Ave. and Junipcro Serra Blvd. 

Saturday, January 26, to Alum Rock Park, in the foothills east of San Josa, 
Mrs. Grac e Brubaker (CLS-2289) will lead this trip. Meet at 9:30 a.m. in 
th e park at the Junior Museum. Bring lunch. Trip will be canc eled if 
raining. 

Saturday, February 9, Mrs. Angelina Snow (EL4-S038) will lead us on a walk 
in th e vicinity of 1Udercroft Heights. Meet at 9:30 a.m. in front of the 
Lyndon Hotel in Los Gatos. Bring lunch. 

Wednescby Morning, February 27, t o the old Glen Una Rnnch. Meet Miss 



Emily Smith (EL4-2494) at her home, 19651 Glen Una Drive (gray house with 
holly-1 03.f cherr y hedge aroun d it, at corn er of Bellecourt) at 9:00 a.m. 
Turn off Sarat oga -Los Gatos Road at either Glen Una or Bellecourt, about 
a mile from SaratogcJ.. 

Francis Gor:ij 
ChQirman, Fi el d Trip Committe e 

SEASONAL BIRD OBSERVATIONS 

The Red-br eas t ed Sapsu cker, as col orf ul as a Christmas-tre e ornament, is a 
winter visi t ant t o our ar ea but o;:1ly occ asionally s een in our trees. In spite 
of its sap - suck in g fo od habi t s, it is a welc ome sight in any bir d-watc her's tr e~ 
Early in November Dorothy Smith witch ed one chi sel neat l ittl e holes in her elm, 
which i s alr eady peppe r ed with s o.psucl<cr hol es of many past s oas ons . Suddenly 
an Anna's Hummi ngbir d, showin g tinsel-r ed on head and throat, was at one of the 
holes, dr i nking sap which WclS ::,ozin g out . While t he sapsucke r went on chiseling 
appar ent ly unmindful 0f its tiny guest , th e hmnm.,ngbi.rd visited more sap holes. 
Two year s ago Peg Gorham sc1.w Audubon 's WarbJ.er and Ruby-crowned Kingl et, as 
well as .Anna 1s Hu.rnrn:i.ngbird, a t fr esh sap hol es in anoth er eJJn in Los Gatos. 
Sap an d bits of soft gr owing wood m<-1.ke up much of a sapsu cker's diet ; but the 
many an ts which ar e at tr act ed. t o th e sweC:Jt s ap ar e r elis hed , and al so insects 
picke d. off t r ees or co.ught on th e wing:, in flycatcher fashion. And members of 
our Society have told of se ein g sapsu cker s ea tin g fi gs, pe:ipe r tr ee berri es and 
poison oak b0rri es (t he l as t two r eport ed in The Avocet, Vol.II, p .32, and 
Vol.III, 10) . 

Jun e Mill er, who f ound a dead flick er wlth ye ll ow shafts i n her garden in 
Palo 11.lt o l as t August , f ound anothe r on October 26 . Thj_s second bir d was a 
beautiful speci men, showing cl uar yell ow on wing D.nd t ai l feath ers, a bri ght 
scarl et cr escent on back of head, and blac k 11mu.st ::i.ches. 11 Such a pity it was 
shotJ Dick Mewaldt, to shorn t he spec i !:len was sent , s ays it l ooks like a 11pure 11 

f orm of the Yel l ow-s hafted Flick er but it must be car efully checked. 

In mid-November, in th e middl e of an af t ern oon, Anne Peterson and Grace 
Brubaker f ound about sixty Black-crowned Ni ght Her ons i dlin g in pear tr ees by 
th e Guadalupe Creek, a short dista nc e from Alvi so . Ther e was cons ide r abl e 
evi denc e t hat th e herons had f r equentl y us ed t hGse tr ees f or per ching, including 
pears t hat the pic ker s had J.eft on th e tr ee s ns unsal eable . When t he two bir d 
enthusi asts r eturn ed two weeks later, again in mid- aft ernoon, there were no 
herons in th e pea T tr ees , al t hough f our wer e seen neQrby. It was possibl e, 
th e:y t h8ught, t hat th e bir ds had been distu rb ed by prH')J.Sand hunt ers in th e area. 
On this s econd visi t t hey notic ed., on th e gr ound under t he tre es, pelle ts such 
as owls r egur git ate, but i nst ead of t he fur and bones of r odents, t he pell ets 
were composed cf t he ar mor-li ke coverin gs of J erusnl em cr ick ets (s ometimes call., 
ed potato bugs). This was a puzzli ng f ind , f or t he st apl e diet of Black-crowned 
Ni ght Herons is com.rnonly supposed t o be fish and ot her more or l ess aquatic 
animals; and nls o becaus e th 0 J erusal em cr i cket s ar e not ordin :-1.rily gr egarious 
insects. lm d so a boxful of th e pell ets wer e go.t her ed and s ent t o John Harville 
and Dick Mewaldt , at San Jose Sta t e Colle ge --whic h may mean mor e about herons 
and J erus al em cric ket s in the next iss ue of 'fhe Avocet . 

A pair of Plain Titmic e in my nei ghborhood has already chosen th eir nest 
cavity fo r t he corning nestin e; s easo n. They wer e fi rst notic ed ea rly in November. 
insp ectin r:, a bir d house across t he r oad . Ten days lat er, with soft calls and ' 
trills, th ey wer 0 l ookim ~ int o a bir d hous e whic h hangs in a prune tr ee outsid e 
one of our wimb ws. About tri.e same t ime we l ooked in vai n for two titmic e 



which I ban ded in ear ly Septembe r (th e newcomers a re not yet banded), and which 
I had assum ed wer e an est abl ish ed pair, alth ough they had not brok en the cobwebs 
across th e ent r anc e t 0 th e bi r d h::mse . Rememberin g that a bane.led f 3mal e tit~ .,:-1 
mouse which nest ed in this bi r d hous e two years ago, was alr eady roosting in it 
early in December, I soon sk .rt c~l a dawn watc h . On NovembGr 27, about half an 
hour bef or e sunrise, a titmous e , pr esumably t he f ernale, left he r ''cavity" for 
th e day . Roost in g in it is, no doubt, an eff ectiv e way of est ablishing owner
ship. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

On Wednesday, August 22, 1956, twelve people braved the morning traffic and 
grey ~kies to visit the relatively unspoiled mar shes west of the PALO ALTO YACHT 
HARBOR. It was low tide when we arrived and the picture was one of grey sky 
blending with grey mud, and i~ took sharp eye~ at first, to distinguish the feed
shore birds from th eir background. In a rather large flock of Western Sandpipers 
1 Least Sandpiper was discovered. The drab Willets feedin g along the shore 
became beautiful in flight, as the black and white pattern of their wings was 
displayed. A Black-crowned Night Heron was spotted sitting on a fence, and 
later five were seen in flight over the marsh gras s. A Gre.:i.t Blue Heron, 1 
American Egret and many of the spect 0cul ar Avoc ets were present. As we were 
leavin g the marshes the tide had turned and was coming in fast, and our last find 
was 1 Black-bellied Plover, 1 Long-billed Curlew, 1 Godwit, 1 Dowitcher and 
1 Willet feeding clos e togetherT---a very rewarding morning! 

The complete list of birds follows: Great Blue Heron; American £gret in 
fli eht; 6 Eb.ck -crowned Ni ght Herons; Killdeer; Black-bellied Plover; Long-billed 
Curlew; many \n llets; Greate r Yellow Legs; Least Sandpiper ; Dowitcher; Western 
Sandpi pers ( s everal small flocks); Marbl ed Godwi ts; many Avocets; Ring billed 
Gulls; Forster's Tern; Caspian Tern; Cliff Swallows; Western Meadowlark; 
Savannah Sparrow; Song Sparrows fe edin g on marsh grass seeds (a beautiful sight); 

Ibrothy L. Smith 

On Sunday, November 18, SEARSVILLE LAKE. Twenty-six reported for the trip 
not countin g a 7-months bab e in arms whom I recommend for an honorary member of 
our society! 

The water-birds seen were Mallards ; Coots; 2 Greater Yellow Legs; Pied
billed Grebes; American Mer gansers; our friend the artistic Great Slue Heron; 
Shovellers; Ruddy fucks; 1 California Gull; Pintails, and 3-5 Dowitchers. Where 
do we put the Kingfisher? No doubt, as a transition bird between water and landl 
Anyway, we s~w him, too. 

On the hillsides and along the lake we saw the following: Bluebirds; White 
and Golden-crown ed Sparrows; Audubon's Warbler; Whit e-br easted Nuthat ch; Brown 
creeper; Song Sparrow; Meadowlarks; Wren-tit;Brewer 1s Blackbirds ; Flicker; 
Acorn Woodpeckers; Pine Siskins ; 10 Killdeers; Brown and Spotted Towhee; 
Chickadees; Plain Titmice; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Bewick 1s Wren; Scrub Jay ; Black 
Phoebe; Sparrow Hawk; Green-backed and American Gold-finches; Redwinged Blackbird 
and the junco. 

Most of us sat on straw bal es and enjoyed luncheon in the sun - and I think 
a good time was had by all. 

Harriet Mundy 
On Saturday, December 21, SALT MARSH SANCTU1IBY. Thirty-six members of the 

Santa Clar a Audubon Society made th eir first tour by boat through the Greco Island 
portion of th e newly established sanctuary in South San Francisco Bay Area. 
Transportation was furnishe d by Sea Scout Ship #145, "Fury", of Redwood City. 

The weather was pl easant, th e water calm, and we felt a sufficient variety 
of species of birds wns observe d to make the time spent on the trip worthwhile. 
Miss Emily Smith kept a log of the birds si ghted. 

Since a sub-sp ecies of the Great Blue Heron and the Black -crowned Night Heron 
is among the species residin g harmoniously durin g nesting seas on on the reserva
tion in Texas, we f el t we were gre etin g old friends when we observed them feeding 
to gether on the sanctu ary here. We do hope everyone participating , enjoyed the 
trip as much as we did and that it was the first of many such tours the members 
of th e S.C.V. A.S. will make l ong after we have returned t o our Texas reservation. 

J ean and John Larson 


