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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Botb~for birds and for bird-watchers, spring is a busy season. A glance 
at the ambitious calendar at the bottom of this page will serve as illustration, 
Certainly our Field Trip Committee has done a superlative job this year, for 
which high praise is due its co-chairmen, Manette Wittgenstein and Dorothy Smith. 

Two working groups occupy key positions in the operation of your Society. 
One is the Field Trip Committee, and the other is the Ed_itorial Committee. 
Certainly we all appreciate the high standards of quality which have been 
established for publication of our journal, The Avocet, Our debt to Wilbur 
Luick, who implemented those standards the pa.st few :rears, can never be 
adequately expressed. 

Publication standards for The Avocet will continue to reflect credit to 
our society, thanks to the w.i.lli ngness of your Vice President, Dr. Dick Mewaldt, 
to assume the responsibilities of its editorship, The Board of Directors wishes 
to acknowledge this important service t oi the Society and to the community. It 
seems appropriate here to remind all committee chairmen and contributors having 
publication materials, to get them to Dr, Mewaldt early in June, in time for the 
July-August issue of The Avocet, Field trip leaders should submit their reports 
to Miss Mary L. Meehan promptly. 

We can look forward to a productive close to this fiscal year , culminating 
at the annual meeting in June, Do plan to come, to participate in the election 
of your new officers for the coming year, and to hear reports of our long range 
projects and plans for the future, The Junior Museum staff is arranging an 
interesting--and somewhat unusual-•program for us, See you there, 

J olm P. Harville 

COMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Meetings: 
Mccy-14 8:00 p.m, 
Jun 11 7:30 p.m, 

Regular Meeting at San Jose State College 
Annual Meeting at Alum Rock Park 

Field Trips: 
May 9 8:15 a.m. Harvilles 
May 12 8:00 a.m. Montalvo 
May 20 9:00 a,m, Wool Ranch 
May 23 8:00 a.m, Searsville Lake 
May 26-27 Russian Gulch State Park 
Jun 2 9:00 a .m. Mt, Hermon 
Jun 6 8:00 a,m. Castle Rock Ridge 
Jun 10 9:00 a.m. Salin as 
Jun 11 4_:00 p.m. Alum Rock Park 
Jun 20 8:00 a. m. Gilroy 
Jun 24 10:00 a.m. Point Lobos 
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NA.Y-JUNE CALSNDAR 

hEETINGS 

Regular Meeting: Monday, Nay 14 at 8:00 p.m., in Room S210, Natural 
Science Building, San Jos e State College. A program 
cent e red ar ound two excclle :1t cons erv a tion films is 
plann ed. 

Board Meeting: Honday, May 14 at 7:00 p .m., in Room S210, Natural 
Sci ence Building, San Jose State Coll ege. 

Annual Meeting: Monday , Jun e 11, at th e San Jos e - Santa Cl ara Count y 
Junio r r-:us eum a t Alum Roe~< Park. 

FIELD TRIPS 

4: 00 p.m. A no-l oa der fi eld trip. Heet in front of 
th e Ju ni or H·..iseun. 

5:30 p.m. No-host picnic supper at tables near the 
Junior Nuseum ; ea ch member should bring 
his own food; coffee, cr eam, and sugar 
will be provid ed by th e Soci a l Committee; 
bring your own cup. 

6: 30 p. m. Boa rd meet i.ng in the Junior Mus eum. 
7:30 p . m. Annual meeting in the Junior :Museum. 

Annua l r ep or t s of offic ers and committee 
ch airmen. Nomin ation and e l ection of 
Board of Dir e ctor s and Offic ers for 
195 6- 57 . The pro 6ram will be presented 
by Larry Noi tozo Q.nd S3.m Smoker ----
its sub ject m~tter won't b e wearing 
f ea th ers. 

Wednesday , Hay 9. to the home of John and Virginia Harville on Ravine 
Road, where we fo und good b irdin g a ye ar '.:l.go. 1-Ieet at 8:15 a . m. at th e 
Los Gi:'.tos A:ct Cent er, Aust in ';lay: 3.bout ha lfw ay hot , .. e en Sar e.toga and Los 
Gatos (t urn onto .f:.ustin Way a t ~uito Fir e St a tion). 

§A.turg_'ly_,_J:k>~y_12, a 3- or 4- rnile ( or short er) walk over the trails of 
Mont a lv0 1-'~-T .. ~1 the Cons ervation Cammi tt ce . r-'I8et a t 8 :00 a .m. at the parking 
a r ea insi de t:1e e;:-cu'1ds . The main entr ance to Vill a Mont a lvo is on Sar a toga
Los Gatos Ro~a, abo ut ha lf a mil o from th e cent er of Sa r ato ga •. 

Sund ay ~ N;;.y 20. a trip to th e Wool Ranch a.nd Cal aver -'.1s Re sevoir country. 
Meet Al W(1ol in :'li:.l:oi t ...... s r.i.t the intersection of Highway 17 and Ca l aver as 
Road a t 9 !:!.. m. B1·in g lunch. 

Wednc ~dav , Nav 23, to Sea rsville Lake, west of Palo Alto. Meet a t 
8:00 a .m. a t en tr 2nce ga t e nea r th e junction of Sandhill and Portol a Roads. 

Sa turd ay and Sund ay , I-ia.y 26-27, a trip to the Rus si an Gulch St a t e Pa rk 
in Mendocin o County. This f r.trk offers wonderful opp ortunities for stud::,,ing 
birds :-md wild flow ers. Camp sit e s a r e avai l ab le i n th e Fark and th er e ar e 
a f ew motels in Nend ocino. I·kmb crs inter csk d in pa rtici pa ting in this trip, 
ple a se conta ct th e ;[it tgenst eins at ELga to 4-9420 one week ah ea d of time. 
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FIELD TRIPS continued 

SaturdA-y. June 2, Ester Ollis will lead n trio to Mt. Hermon where Red 
Crossbills wer e seen last year . Meet at 9 a .m. at the inters ection of St~te 
Highway 17 and Nt . Hermon Road. Bring lunch. 

Wednesdav, Jun e 6, to Castle Rock Ridge . heet at 8:00 a .m. a.t pa rking 
ar ea on Sar at oga Gap, where the Sar ~t oga-Big Basin Road (Stat e Highway 9) 
cross es the Skyline Blvd . 

Sunday, Jun e 10, a trip to th e Hatton Ranch with Charl es and Viol a 
t1.nderson as l ea ders . -~./e hw c invited th e Santa Cruz Birding Society to be 
our gu2sts on this trip . Heet at 9 a .m. on th o Salinas - hont er ey r!i ghw.:iy 
Brid ge three and one half mil es south-w est of Selim .s. Bring lunch . 

Monday , June 11, a no-l eader trip in Alum Rock Park prior to the 
Annual Picnic and Annuel Meeting . Neet in f ro nt of the Jur1ior rfaseum in 
hlu m Rock Fark at 4:00 p .m. (s ee p~ge 15). 

Wednesd3.y, June 20 , a new trip to a pond and cr eek-sid e on an int 0r es ting 
cat t l e r anch west of Gilro y . }'irs , Et ta ·,vaddin gt on Smith is pl anning th e trip. 
}'ieet at 8 :00 a .m. in Gilroy at tho juncti.on of }fontcr ey Highw.2.y (U. S. 101) 
and th e Hecker Pass Ro~d (St ~t e Highway 152 ) . Bri ng lunch if you want to 
bi rd in the aft er noon . 

Sundav , Jun e 24 , visit to Point Lobos , "th e gr ea t est mee ting of l'.lnd 
and wat er in th e world ." N0et at the entr ance of Faint Lobos Reserve State 
Park at 10:00 a .m. Bring lunch. 

Dorothy Smith and ~Janette Wittgenstein 
Co-cheirm en of Field Trip Committee 

·,HLBUR F. LUICK RESIGNS 

The Board of Dir ectors ha s accept ed with r egr et the r esignation of 
Wilbur F. Luick fr om his posts as Editor of The Avocot , Chairman of the 
Editori a l and By- l aT..JS Cammi t t oes , and Hember of th e Boar d of Directors. 
L. Rich ar d .Newal.dt h,:,.s accept ed appointmen t by the Boar d of Dir ectors 
as Editor of The Avocet for th e balanc e of th e yea r, effecti ve with the 
curr ent issu e . 

SCHCLA.RSHIPS 

Three fift een doll ar schol ar ships to the Death Valley sess ion of th e 
West Coas t Natur e School in Harch or this :,•oar wer e gr ant ed by the Santa 
Clar a Valley i1.udubon Soci ety . Sel ections wer e madEi by the Schol arship 
Committ ee on t he be.sis of need and on indi cation of int ent to use the 
k;1owl edge gaine d in t he public int erest . Reci pi ent s , a ll stu dents at 
San Jos e St ate Colle ge , wer e l'iarvi n A. Kuentz el, of Vall ejo , Richard G. 
Rose , of Sar ato ga , and Robert Wasl ey of Oakland . They wer e sel ect ed 
from a numbE:r of very deserving applic ants . 

h schol arshi p for fifty doll ars t o this summer's s ession of th e 
Audubon Camp of Californi a was advertis od durin g April with the deadline 
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SCHOIARSHIPS continued 

for applications set for April 30. The grant will p~y for half of the fee 
for a two-week session .J.t Sug3.r Bowl Lodge at Nord en, Cri.lifornia. 

The schob.rship committee consists of Dr. Matthew F. Vessel, chairman, 
Mrs . Zva NcRae , Dr. John F. Harville, and Dr. L. Richard Mowaldt . 

INTERIM Af-FOINTMENT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Hr . and hrs . Fr:mk Goraj have accepted a joint int urim appointrr ,ent to 
a vac.::tncy on th G B02.rd of Dir ectors of the Santa Cb .ra Valley Audubon Society . 
On occ a sions when Fr ank cannot attend , becaus e of demands of his job, Jane 
wil l serv e as official membe r of th e Board •. 

NE~iS AND VIE'WS FROH THE EDITOR I S DESK 

All comments reaching this desk on the form at and cont ent of the recent 
issues of Tho i..vocet have be en more than f avor 2.blE!. Ther efor e , as th e new 
editor tak e s over , no change s in editori al policy are ~nticipat ed. However , 
as always , our read ers' sugges tions arc not only welcomed, but are solicited 
to help us keep The h.vocet abreast of th e ti mes . 

Hiss Emily Smith has just returned from her trip to Florida and many of 
those int eresting points in betw ee n. She r eports a most profitable and 
instructive trip, having sc-en such animals as Limr;kins and Whoopi ng Cranes . 
·,,Je are all anxi ous to hear more about th e long "fi eld trip." Because of 
her very rec ent r eturn, th e secti on "Sea sonal Observations" could not be 
pr epar ed in tim e t o go to pr es s. 

IRRVILLE WINS DEGREE 

On April 7, Stanford University conf erred upon John P . Harville, the 
degr ee of Doct or of ?hilos oshy . Doctor Harvillc 1s 84- page thesis, titled 
"Ecolog y and ?opul ati on Dynamics of th e Calif ornia Oak Moth Fhryganidia 
ca lifornica Packard (Lepj_dor.t er a : Dioptidae)", wns r:,ublish ed in its entirety 
in Micr ocnt omology (Volu me 20 , FJ.rt 4, Pages 83-166). It has already 
rec eiv ed very f ::w orable comment fr cm entomologists o.nd ecologists from 
CO i'.l.St t o C O!?.st . 

RECENT LITER.A.TORE 

INTRODUCTION TO ORNITHOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE by Mary Ferguson Cole. 
1954. 94 p.3.ges, ~ape r bound , 5 x 7 inch es . i,merie an Book Institut e , 427 
·t10st 5th St r ee t, Los Angcl E:s 13, Californi a ( pr ic e $1.50). Nary Cobl e has 
r,:ut on paper answers t o hundr eds of ques ti ons which come to th e minds of 
amateur and pr of essi onal ornith ol ogists alik e , The principal s ection of 
th e book is devot ed to th e pr o~1ounciati on .:md deriv .:,_tion of the scientific 
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RECENT LIT~TURE continued 

names of birds of west arn United States. For example, th e generic name of 
the Avocet is Recurvirostra which is fr om the Latin "recurvus, bent (back) 
plus r ost rum, beak." There arc sections which enumerat e and tr ans lnte 
Latin and Greek words us ed as the basis for sci enfitic t erminology. Subj ects 
of the sections include structural charact eristics, cclor, habit at, food, 
pl aces included in scientific names, and per sons for whom birds are named. 

BIRD N11.VIGjSION by G. V. T. Matthews. 1955. vii plus 141 PP• 
Cambridge University Press, New York, N. Y. (price $2.50). Doctor Matthews 
has here provided a readabl e synthesis of our pr ese nt knowledge of how 
birds find their way over long distanc es , He discusses most modern theories, 
and conclud es that no "the ory of the physical basis of bird navigation 
remains ••• except that involving the sun." For thos e with an i nterest 
in bird migration, this book will ~rovid e much f ood for thought and for 
discussi on. 

PUBLICATION STAFF 

Editor: Dr. L. Richard Mewaldt, 4150 Golf Drive, San Jose 27, California.
CL 8- 7491 

Circulation Manager: Mrs. Lester H. Brubaker, 191 Mountain View Avenue, San 
Jose 27, Califor ~ia.- CL 8-2289 

Field Trip Report Editor: Miss Mary L. Meehan , 1014 Clark Avenue, Mountain 
View, Calif orni a .- WH 8-4949 

NorICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

Because the editor will leave San Jose f or about 6 weeks beginning 
June 16, it is r equest ed th at a ll copy for the July- August The Avocet be 
in his hands on or before Jun e 11, the day of the annua l meeting. 



FIELD TRIP REPORTS 
1956 

Wednesday morning, March 7th, seven members of the morning birding group en
joyed a beautiful, tranquil morning in a secluded area in Los Gatos. The birds were 
pairing off and there was a good deal of song. The following birds were observed by 
the group: Turkey Vulture; red-tailed hawk; Vall ey Quail, calling; Anna Humming
Bird; Acorn Woodpecker; Crow, calling; Scrub Jays; Chestnut-backed Chickadee; Bush
tits, in pairs; Wren-Tit, singing; Western Mockingbird, singing; California Thrasher, 
sin ging ; Robin; Audubon Warbler; Townsend Warbler, pair in oakes; Meadowlarks; 
House Finches, sin gin g ; American Goldfinch; Spotted Towhee; Brown Towhees, Junco, 
singin g; Golden-crowne d Sparrows, sin ging. 

furoth y L. Smith and Elspe th Rose 

Wednesday morning, March 21st, to 64-acre estate of th e Convont of the Sacred 
Heart in Menlo Park, 14 members attending. Towar d th e end of the trip we were 
joined by two of th e nuns and 40 enthusiastic student s . Clyde Prusman with his 
spottin g telescop e prove d to be 11thc man of th e hour. 11 lrle trust that two junior 
Audubon groups ar e in the making. We were 'Lnvited to examine t he gra phi c botanical 
chart of t he grounds, a surv ey of t be tre es and shrubs fro m 32 different countries. 
It was with gr eat ease we not ed th e following 32 spec ·_es : Brewer I s Blackbird; 
Red-winged Blackbird; Bush-Tit; Chicadee; Mournin g Dove; Commong House Finch; Purple 
Finch; Scrub Jay ; St ell er's Jay ; Oregon Junco; West ern Meadowlark; Western Mocking
bird ; Slend er-bill ed Nuthatch; Black Phoebe; Band-t ail e Pi geon; California Quail; 
Western Robin; Golden-crowned Spcirrow; Song Sparrow; White-crowned Sparrow; 
Viol et- gr een Swallow; California Thra sher; Hermit Thrush; Va ried Thrush; Titmouse; 
California Borwn Towhee; Spotted (r ed- eyed) Towhee ; Au.dubon·:t-s Warbl er; Townsend's 
Warbler; Acorn Woodpecker; Bewick1s wren; Wren-tit; 

Marjorie Davis and Mary Meehan 

Editor's Note: These ar e the oru.y reports (of eight possible) r eceived 
by th e Field Trip &litor for March and April. We urge the Field Trip 
Leaders, or their designated represent atives, to submit thier r eports 
promptly. 


