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PRESIDENT1S MESSAGE 

Your society currentl y is engaged in three conservation projects of great importance 
to t his valley. All involve cooperation with other groups, interested as are we in 
the preservation and wise use of our natural resourc es . 

With the Montalvo Association, we are continuing our efforts to develop that beauti
ful natural area as a wildlife sanctuary. We hope to post it in the near future, 
under the lead ers hip of .Miss Emily Smith and 1'lr. Willi.am Ouderkirk of our Conserva
tion Committee. 

In conjunction with many oth er conservation groups throu ghout the State, we are 
assisting with the re-examination of California's garoe laws, particularly as they 
pertain to the shooti ng of birds. lie hope ultimat ely t o help with a re-writing of 
those laws, to give l ong overdue justice and prot ection to our valuable predators, 
the hawks and owls. vie nr e most grat eful for th e sound prof essional guidance we are 
receiving from Dr . L. Rich ard Mewaldt and Dr. William Graf of San ,lose State College. 

Finally, through ~ecent Board action, we have join ed with the Nati onal Audubon 
Society, the Golden Gate Audubon Society, the Geauoia Audubon . Society, and the 
Sierra Club, in help i ng to set asid e a wild-life r eserve in San Francisco Bay. You 
may x-emember dis cussion of this matt er over a year ago,~ which time the Board de
cided against p,3rticipation, becau1e of probl ems of 11.ability and uneertainty as to 
our pending incorpor [,tion. These ;matt ers now ar e r es olv ed. Our Soci ety is properly 
incorpor ated and a h::.lf million dol l ar lj_ability insuranc e nolicy is carried by the 
National Soci ety which covers all br anch societi es. 'I'hc:; Board ther efore deemed it 
proper to participnte with th e oth er Societies in this project. 

Early in February, Di ck Mewaldt and I repres ent ed our Society in an insp ection tour 
of the new wildlif e r eserv ation, along with repr ese nt citives of all other partici pEl
t i ng groups. Mr. J ohn Baker, Pr eside nt of th e Nr:tion al Audubon Soci ety, l ed th e 
trip, with members of t he Golden G3t e and Sequoia Audubon Societi es serving as hosts. 

The reserve are as seem excellent for their purpos e---t.o provide a f eeding and r est
ing refuge for shorebirds, ducks, and tid al fl at dwel lers, in our area rapidly being 
converted to in dustri al and commerci al uses. They are not id eal fi el d trip areas 
bec Duse of difficulti es of access, and the oozy nDtur e of nruch of th e terrain-----
f actors which improv e th eir r efu ge value. 

The refuge is in two parts, one net1r Red-
wood City, the oth er necJr th e e.:,st end of 
Dumbarton Bridg e . ~~e visited Greco Isl and 
first., tr avellin g by boat from t he Redwood 
City Yacht Harbor. Vie were guests of the 
Marin ers, n Senior Girl Scout group some
wh~t equiv alent in pr ogram activities to 
th e Sea Scouts . We cruised along the west 
shor e of Greco Isl , -nd, enjoying good vi ews 
~ l oons, pelic ans, gulls, cormorants and 
greb es. Some of us l anded on the isl and 
and walked for about a half-mil e along a 
plank cntwalk mnintain ed for servici ng the 
power lines overh ead. This obviously was 
cl apper rail country--- and 2 r ail obliged 
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us early by bustling about almost under our feet. 

·vie visit ed the east shore ar ea in t he aft ernoon, where we saw f ew birds becnuse of 
the tid al condi ti ons, but we wer e i mpr ess ed by th e exc:ellent f eeding grounds t here 
fo r wading birds. The mud fl cJts bel ow hi gh tid e lin e c1r e most extensive, providing 
a vast fe eding ar ea E.S t he tid e r ecedes. A rnmbcr of us tr amped to the edge of the 
n111d through oozy footing, and look ed fe r out oft er th e r eceding tide. The birds had 
-f0Jl owed it t oo fa r for good observ <'t i on, nnd we wer e not equipp ed to go furth er. In 
i'e ct, as we surv eyed our muddy trousers,. we realiz ed once more th nt t his wos th e 
habit at of light-bodi ed, long-l egged, spl ay-foot ed cr e2tur es--- and that few of those 
char act eristics fi t t ed us. By common cons ent, we l eft the marsh Dnd mudfl ats for the 
s~ndpipers, dowitch ers, ~nd th eir kin. As we slo g~ed back toward high dry ground, we 
were r ewarded by th e unforgett Jble si ght of a long lin e of avoc ets, wingin g swiftly 
over th e mDrsh befo re us. As th ey came to th e dyke where our cars were park ed, t hey 
undul at ed gracefully over it ond swept on into th e dist ance-----sign 1ture by our 
namesakei 

MARCH-APRIL CALENDAR 

SPECIAL EVENTS WARCH 

Wednesday, .March ?th----- Ar bor Day. 

Thursday, March 8th , Audubon Scr een Tour, at 8 :00 p.m., at Morris Dniley Audito
rium, San Jo se St at e Coll ege . The four th event in th e 1955-1956 seri es 
will f e[.tu re Dick Bird End his film, 11r~ewfou.ndl ond, 11 a photogrnphic ad
ventur e r efindi ng a 11new found l f;nd"---C anada 1s nevrest provi nce . Dick Bird 
of Regin a , Saskc:tchewan, has been acti ve in the fi eld of moti on picture 
production in many countri es of th e world s:i.nce 1908 . His wife, Ada , who 
is a nr,tur .sli s t in her own ri ght and <1n expert wildlife photo gra pher, will 
accomp,:iny him. Newfoundl t nd has r et ain ed much of its ol d wor ld charm end 
primitiv e simplicity . Along its ru gged coast pictur esque p0rts show th e 
closely knit liv es of t he peor le and t he se a . Bird isl ands abound with 
gul ls, puf f i ns, murres, g11ill emots, t er ns , ki tt iwakes, auks, petr els. Fish 
ermen ply t h0.i r cr a.f't, take cod, j ig fo r squid and round up a herd of pot
head whc:l es . Streams of Newfoundl and prov i de some of th e worl d I s best 
salmon c=ind t rout fish in g . The colorful tr ovelo gue promise s a r efr eshing 
visit to a r ugged but smiling l end of quaint charm and rich abundance . 
General r.:dmission and st udent singl e perf ormc:.ncc tic kets will be on sal e 
at t he Iv.or ris Dnil cy Box Office the evenin g of the Tour . 

1-i.PRIL . 

Monday, April 16th, Audubon Scr een Tour, at 8 :00 p .m., at Morris Dailey Audito
rium, Sein Jos e Stat e Coll ege . The conclu ding event in th e tenth annual 
s eri es appro pri 8t ely focus es on 11Win gs and Talons," a fil m dedic at ed to 
spr eading knowledge of th e valu e of pr edatory birds , fi J med .jointly by 
Dr. l-b r old M. Hill and his fr equent fi eld companion , Dr . Telford H. Work. 
Dr . Hill is a pr nctici ng physi ci an in his home to wn of Redl ands in our 
state; he has been pr es i dent of t he Audubon Soci ety th er e . Since boyhood 
days Dr. Hill has bee n p~rticul arly i nte r est ed :i.n th e bir ds of pr ey and 
wat erfowl, having t agged hundr eds of hewks and owls in th e course of his 
field work. 111Nings and Talons" is a fos t moving adventure . Such birds 
as s parrow hawks, pr airi e f alcons, gr ec1t horn ed owls, barn owls, per egrine 
faloons , and Americ a 's nati onal embl em, t he bol d eagle, ar e photogra phed 
at home and in stirrin g ac tion. Gener al admission and student sin gl e per
formance tick ets will be on sale at th e Morris D,3iley Box Office th e 
evenj_ng of t he Tour . 
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APRIL 

Week of April 22nd through April 28th-----Audubon Week. 

Thursd ay, April 26th----- Audubon Day. The t el evi sion show, "Mayor of th e Town," 
st a:cri ng Thomas Mitch ell and pr es ent ed to Calif orni a audi ences by th e 
Ric hf i eld Oil Corpor ati on, will salut e t he ~:rrt i0mil Audubon Soci ety and 
Audubon Day fro m San Fr ancisco, KGO-TV (Channel 7), nt 10 :00 p.m. Thocnos 
Mi t chell will int ervi ew vJill iDm N. Good1:1J.l, P1'l.cif i c Coas t Represent ative 
of th e Nati onal Audubon Soci ety, in th e t ime customdrily use d by sponsors 
for t heir commerci al advertis i ng . 11Mayor of t he Town11 s eri es commenced 
on J anuary 31st and is booked at various Cal if or ni n t el evision st at ion s 
dur i ng a 32-week run. In t he event you cnrL"lot vi ew KGO-TV ( Channel 7) at 
10:00 p.m., on Thur sdays, you can s ee th e show from Sc1n Jos e, KNTV 
(Channel 11), on Fri days, nt 9:0 0 p. m. 'fhe Audubon Dny program can be 
s een on Fri day, April 27th. Richfi eld Oil Corpor ation has invit ed th e 
r epr esen t at i ves of many conserv Gtion gr oups and int er ests t o appear with 
Thomas Mitch el l durin g th e 32-week seri es; commerci al ndvertis i ng t ime will 
be r epl cced with a publ i c i nfor mati on i nt er vi ew. If you anprov e of this 
t echniqu e i n the handl i ng of t el ecasts, a. not e to Thomas Fitch ell or 
Edward E . W~it e of th e Richfi eld Oil Cor por ,3t io n, th r ough your televisi on 
st ati on, will le t t he sponsor !mow how you fe el. 

MEETINGS ~.ARCH 

Regul ar MeBt i ng: The f ourth Audubon Scr een Tour of the s eason, Thursd ay, 
March 8th, will repl ace th e sch edul ed meeting. Pl ease refer 
to Speci al Events s ection f or det ails. 

Board Meetin g : Monday, Mrrch 12th. Secr et or y wil l not ify Board members of the 
ti me and pl r.ce of th e meeting. 

APRIL 

Regul c,r Meetin g : Monday, April 9th, at 8 :00 p .m .. , at t he Pal o Alto Junior 
Mus ewn. 11Hawoii Nati onal Park " wil l be th e subj ect of an 
illus t r nt ed verb al t our conduct ed by Rich ar d Hart esveldt. 
Pri or t o j oini ng t he f acult y ct Srm Jo se St c:>t e Col l ege in 
1953, Dick w2.s a Rnnger N1:1tur alist with th e N.1ti onal Park 
Servi ce on t he Hawai i an Isl ands , at Death VnJ.l ey NBtion al 
Monument, end at Yosemite Nr,ti onal Park, 

Board Meeting: Monday, April 9th, at 7:00 p.m., at th e PQlo Alt o Junior Museum. 

Dick Mewal dt 
Cheir man of th e Progr am Comm. 

FIELD TRIPS MARCH 

Wednesday Morn i ng, March 7t h, t o the Los Gittos ar ea f or a meadow and hillsid e 
trip with Miss Elsp eth Rose nnd Mrs. Langf ord Smith. Meet ~t 9: 00 a .m. at the east 
end of Harding Avenue, Los Gbtos, off San J ose Avenue (St ate Hi ghway 17). Bring 
rubb ers if th ere is dew on th e gr ass or if it hes r ecent ly r ai ned. 

Saturd ay, March 10th, t o Moss Landin g, with Viola nnd Charl es Ander son as 
lead ers. The Anders ons inf orm th at t he Kit e and the Short- ear ed Owl ar e back. Also, 
at t his season of th e yenr t he Red--br cast ed Mer gansers oft en d:i.spl.::iy th eir courtin{S 
antics. We hope to s ee mr:ny of our m w fri ends fr om Sant a Cruz (bird ers not bir ds) • 
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s~turday, March 10th, to Moss Landing, with Viola and Charles ~nderson as 
l earte:c~. ( continued) Meet at t he Construction Road at 9:00 a .m. Bring lunch. 

Sunday, M~rch 18th, to th e beautiful Almaden Hills for a blossom trip with 
Ivt..rs. Willi am Addis on. At th e r at e th e orch ards are disappe 2ring in favor of new de
velopments, t his may be the la st yenr we will see blossoms in this re gi on. Our 
leade r pl ans to guj_de us over lit t l e tr avelled ro ads int o the heart of the bloss om 
country. Meet at 8:30 a .m. at th e corn er of San Jos e-Los Gat os Road and Shan..'1or. Road. 
Bring lunch. 

Wednesd ay Morning, March 21st, to the old and bea tiful estate of the Convent 
of th e Sacred Heart in Menlo Park, at San Mat eo Drive Gnd Valparaiso Avenue (n enr 
the home of Mrs. Ransom Davis), with Miss Mary Meehan and Mrs. Ransom Davis as 
leaders. Meet at 9 :00 a .m. at the entranc e below t he convent sign on Vc1l paraiso 
Avenue. 

Saturday, March 24th, to Mills College in Oakla nd, wher e our l eader will be 
Dr. Howard Cogswell, _member of the Golden Gate Audubon Soci et y and for mer Audubon 
Camp instructor. Dr. Cogswell is well a.cguain t ed with the scenic paths of the 
wooded campus and knows where he can show us many interesting species. Those wish
ing to go in a car avnn should pl an to meet at 5th and ]East San Cc1rlos Stre ets, San 
Jose, at 7:45 a.m. Dr. Cogswell will meet the group in front of th e new Life Sciences 
Building at 9:30 a.m., and t ake us to l ake and hill sites on the campus. Bring lunch. 
After lunch we will go to t he top of Leona Ridge, about a mile from the campus, to 
se e wildflow ers, various swal lows, and a vi ew. 

APRI L 

Sunday, April 8th, t o th e Santa Cruz Hills with Mrs. Irvin g W. Snow as lea der • 
.Angelina will t ake us t o Mrs. Shor e 's home; th e tr ails on the Shore property will be 
cool and green. We can expect to s ee many warblers and other summer residents. Meet 
at 8:30 a .m. on Santa Cruz Highway (St ate Highway 17) at Black Road. Bring lunch. 

Wednesd ay Morning, April 11th, t o Alum Rock Perk, with Mrs. Lest er Brub aker, to 
see the r eturnin g sprin g bir ds. Meet at 9:00 a .m. nt the "l ower" picnic gr ounds 
( outside the park pro per), juncti on of Peni t enci a Creek Ro[-ld and Alum Rock Pnrk Road. 

Saturday, April 14tq, t o Pinnacl es Nct io nnl Monument, with Agnes nnd Clyd e 
Prussman as le aders. This trip pr omises some of the bes t birding in April. Campers 
can go ahead in order t o spend Fri day ni ght in th e Momunent. There are no over nig ht 
accommodntions or rest cJur ants i n the Monument, but th ere are nice camping and picnic 
grounds. Bring your own equips ent and provisions, inc _uding food, Meet at the Monu
ment's Ranger St eti on at 9:30 n .m., Saturd ay morning. If vou join th e trip for 
Saturd ay only, bring lunch. 

Saturday, April 21st, joint trip with the members of the Seauoi a Audubon Society 
to Greco Isl and, the new bird sanctuary co-sponsor ed by our soci ety. Mrs. Neil 
Dickinson ( Olet a) hns been th e le ader in arranging thi~i tr ip . We are Psked to meet 

at 8:45 a .m., c}t the Sea Scout Base in Belmont. Turn ri ght off Bayshore Highway 
(U.S .101) at BeLmont Overp as s; turn l eft on Fronta ge Road and proc eed to Sea Scout 
Base. We will l eave from th ere by boAt pr omptly at 9 :00 a ,m. A donation of 50¢ per 
pers on will be colle ct ed to help t he Marin ers defyay th ei r gasolin e expenses. Bring 
lunch. 
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Wednesday Morning, April 25th, t '.) Hudda rt P::rk, wi th Mrs. J. W.McBain and Mrs. 
M.R.Kirkw ood as l end ers. Rcsu ember th e baby owl s een on our l as t vi si t here? Mor e 
Sl~rpr is es rnay be in st ore for us. Mee t a t the S. P .St ;:iti on 5.n Pal o Alt o a t 8 :30 n .m. 
Tl,e entranc e to the pa rk is appr oxi mE?tcl y h :1lf th e distnnce t o th e summit on King 's 
l fount.s in Road f r om Woodsi de . 

Sunday, April 29th, t o Black :Mountain Ri dge in th e Mount Hamil t on Range , with 
th e owners of th e pr operty, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin J ,)hns on, .:;nd Hill Luick . Elean or 
.r ohnso n is ed it or of LOMA. PRIETAN, public ati on of the Si err r1 Club chep t er s erv ing 
this ar ea . The tr ek will t ake us t o the mount ain sl ope s rlb ove th e Arr oyo Hondo, 
wher e wi l d fl ows rs ca n h e s ee n i n pr ofusi on. Meet at 9:00 D.m. at t he Smith Cr ee k 
Range r's St at ion . Ther e i s g c,od birding a t th e mecti r..g p1ace . Lea ders r ecommend 
th Dt hikers doubl e-u p i n cnrs at mee t i ng pl ~ce f or dr i ve t o Ri dge . Bring lu nch. 
Dr ess f or hikin g . The hi ke will be mor e ru ~ged t han manv sc heduled . 

Doroth y Smith and Manette Wittg enst e in 
Co-c ha irm en of Field Tr iD Committ ee 

CLi,RK NUTCRACKER F.RUPTICN - -
Since th e f al l of 1955, Cl ar k Nutcr ac 1<::ers hcve bee n enc ount ered in C,':lli fo rni a in 
s everal ar ea s outside th eir nor mal r onge • .Some h2ve he en s ee n in t he vici nit y of 
Mt . Her mon, in t he Hamil t on R,mge , Dnd i n t he Mont e rey LJr ea . fl. coor din .?t ed effor t 
is bei ng mode by or nith olo gi s ts at t he Univ ersi t y of Calif orni a t o brin g t oge th er all 
of the se r ecor ds. If you have en count e r ed any Cl Drk Nutcr Ack ers, it will be most 
hel pful if you wi l l pass th e r ec ord an t 0 Dr . Dick r,fowal dt, 4150 Golf Drive , Sen Jose 
27 , Cali fo rni a . Pl ease be cert ,,,in t o i nc lu de in your r epor t A S much of t he f oll ow
in g inf or f!lc}ti on a s possibl e : 

1. Dat e and ti me of dny 
2. Ex<1ct l oceti ,:m of obs erv e.ti on, i nclu di ng t own, or nea r by t own, 

county, e tc. 
3. Were th e b ir ds on t he gr oun d? In tr ees? Whnt kind of tr ee s? 
4. I f a si ght r ecor d , what is th e name or whut 3r e th o n~mes of 

t hC' pers ons who cnn conf irm th e i den t if ic ,2ti on? 
5. If a sp eci men r ecord , what wa s its dis posit i on? 
6. Number of b ir ds s ee n? 
7. Whet we:i:-e th e bir ds doin g? What wer e t hey ea ting? 
8 . Did you s ee t he m more th an onc e? Vfhr..t oth er tim es? 
9. Have you add iti ona l inf or mr-.ti on? 

Dih.JfII;HELM FLUGGE RFBI GN~ 

On beha lf of th e Boar d of Dir ect ors , Pr esi de nt J ohn Hc:rv i lle has acc ep ted with r e
gr et th e r esi gnoti nn f r om t hcit Bo:1r d of Dr . ~vilh clm Flu r:;ge , effecti ve F'eb. 25, 1956. 

SEASONf L OBSERVATIONS 

In spite of r a in or thr ea t of r e in almos t ev ery day during J anu arv, two Anna 's 
Hwnrnin r-b ir ds wer e obs erve d coll 6cti n,g nesti ng mot eri 31. J anuar y 8 , nen r San J ose , 
Nianett e vvitt genst ein s a-w a f em:1l e pull ing at a l.9st ye3 r 1 s i;;oldfi nch nes t. Finally 
it fl ,:;w off wi th a bit of fuzz in it s bill. J\ week l c,t e r , in Los Gatos , Gli'ldys 
Record watch ed , b etwe en sh owers, a f emale pull lint from a cl oth esl i ne and th en streak 
aw:Jy with it. Two day s l nt er an i.\.nna 1 s Humrningbird was ag<lin at th e cl oth es lin e , 

pr esumably th e s ame bird . I t came s eve r al ti mes for lint .:rnd each ti me it t ook off 
i n t he same dir ec ti on it hac; t ake n whc-m fir s t obs erv ed . Nei th or of th e obs erv ers 
coul d f i nd wher e th e humrrd.ngbir ds went and s o did not l edrn how f er a l ong th ey wer e 
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in their nest-building, or wheth er they hud yet st 3rted in earnest . 

The Allen's Hummingbird, which a ls o nests in our ar ea , is a mi gr atory bird, not an 
al l-y ea r-r ound r esid ent like th e ;rnne I s Hummingbird . It is usu al ly the first of our 
summer r esidents to arrive from the s outh, often durj_ng the first week of February , 
but there have been no r eports so for (Febru ::ry 7). The neYt surnmer resid ent t o l ook 
for is the Oran ge -crown ed Warbl er, whose buzzy littl e triJ.l is s ometim es heard b ef ore 
th e end of February . 

These sunny Febru ary day s (to day , Febru~ry 7, m3kes eight nice daYs in a row, accord 
ing to th e San J ose Me:rcury weather forecaster) soMe of our r esi den t birds are sing
ipg a little, occ osi onnl ly auit e vigorously ,md persist ently. This marring a Plain 
Titmouse was "whistlin g its chan t" while its mate, perched at th e en tr ance to a bird 
b ox , poked its he~d int o the opening s everal tim e s and between i nsp ec tions quiv er ed 
its wi ngs, Also to day thr ee California Thrash ers were sin ging et each oth er , Gnd 
th e re wns a t er rit ori al song from Bewick iir en, Hutton's Vireo , Spotted Towhee nnd 
Song Sparrow . 

Most of th e f ollow in g observations hnve to do with birds not commonly s ee n in our 
ar ea --- exciting but not a s valuable e.s car eful obse rv ati ons of t he beh avior of the 
birds we commonly see. It is su rp risin g how much there is yet to be learn ed ab out 
th e ways of many of our common birds , 

Emperor Goose. Two on the shore Bt Bl ack Point ne~r Santa Cruz, durin g J anuary, was 
an excitin g r epo rt fr om i,d ist Boylan and oth er bird wntchers Bt S,<Jnt a Cruz. Sev er al 
of us went over on J anuary 21 t o s ee th ese r nre visitors from ,\la sk a . The two birds 
were f eed:i_ng t oge th er on a r ocky st re tch of the sh ore which is cov ered et high ti de . 
They were nib ~)l.ing elmos t continuously at gr e en seaw ee d, un disturb ed by the observers 
on t he bluff above t hem. 'l'heir pluma ge, silv er - gny and bl<.-ck cmd white , is beauti
fu l ly patt ern ed, "like a pen - and -ink drawin g , 11 os Farion Gol r!smith exnressed it on a 
l :~t er visit. Many pers ons h2ve bee n maki ng th e tr ip t o s ee th ese geese , alwAys in 
th e s ame area and v er y t ame , no t t aking win g unl es s clos e ly ap') r o12ched . They were 
still th er e on Febru ar y 6. 
\Vhit e -tail ed Kite. One , Dec .31, south of San Jos e Et j uncti on of Ki nrs Road and 
Loupe ii.venu e , where one was s ee n on 1954 Chr ist mas Bird Count (EmUv Smith). 
Red-breasted Sapsucker . One, J an. 2, Alum Rock PPrk, f ee di ng on penper tr ee berri es. 
(Err or in Nov.- Dec. issu e , p .3 2: Audubon painted th e sgpsucker getting wil d ch erri es, 
not eld erb E,rri e s.). 
Lewis' Woodpeck er. One , spending t he wint e r in San rk t eo, "just across th e str £et , 
in a woodsy area at t h0 r ea r of an ol d mansion" (Ber nic e Ker s ell); anoth er, Jen,21, 
among ponderosa pi nes on Ben Lomond Mount a in, ne.:•r Bonni e Doon (Enii_ly Srrith). 
Cl ark's Nutcrack er. One, J an. 8 , in a stand of ponderos a pi nes a t Mt. Hermon (Dick 
Mewal dt). The bir d was feeding on the gr ound and was little cisturbed by Dr. Mewaldt 
when he follow ed it abo ut. 
Townsend 's Warbl er. Six, J an .23 , feeding in a live oak (on e s ee n catching whnt 
appe c:<re d t o be an oak moth) in Los Gct os (Gladys Recor d) . Ditto, J ,:m.1 8, on morning 
bird trip to Juliette J ones' home, halfway betw 0en Los G tos and Sar at oga . 
Starling . J..t l eas t one unwelc ome newc omer t o t he Sc:nta Clara Valley flr ea detected in 
a flock of Redwin ged and Tric ol ore d bl uckbir ds, J an.29, on t he Mt.R ,imilt on Road a t 
Grand View (Charl es and Fanny Zwaal and Emily Smith) . Lynn Robbin s r eports th at ten 
Sta rlin gs wer e s ee n r ecently in a fl ock of bl ackbir ds on a da iry ranch bet ween Palo 
Alto and Los Alt os by Chc1rl e s Vfurst er. 
Robin and Cedc.1r Vfoxwing. Fewer th an usual in the Los Gvtos ar ea t his wint er (b erried 
·bus he s not y et stri pped of th eir fruit). Varied Thru sh . Pr es ent t his win t er in more 
than usu nl numbers. (Emily Smith) 
Red Crossbill. Six, J an .8, in same st and of pond ero s ,:J pines .?t Yt. Hermon ·wher e th e 
C1Jrk 1 s Nutcrack er was s ee n (Dick Mewal dt). 
Evening Grosbeak. A bri ~htly col or ed mc;l e , Dec .2g, in maple tr ee , Los Ga tos (Gl adys 
Goodwin). 
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SEASONAL OBSERVATIONS 

White-throated Spe,rrow. One freou en tly s een dur j_ng J enU<';ry ut feed tray, Los Gatos 
( Gladys Record). One has als o bv.:;n visitin g Juli , tt e Jon es I f ee d tray this winter, 
half way b etwee n Los Gc t os an rl Sor 0t oga . 

Emily D. C.:mith 
S ason nl Observ 3tions Editor 

CURRENT IN THE PERIODICALS 

Read ers who nre membars of the Na ti ona l Audubon Soci ety rec e iv ed from the Service 
Depnrt ment in New York l r te in 1955 a brochure descr i.b:i.ng Devereux Butcher's b ook , 
"See in g America I s Wil dlife In Our Nati onnl Refu ge s •11 Mnnett e Witt g,-mstein ur ges 
any one who wish e s t o know abo ut our extended sys t em of HAt i on.11 Wil dlif e Refu ges to 
obt a in the book . She wr it e s th r:t the auth or pr es 8nts 41 of t he most s pe ctacul ar and 
int er estin g of thes e r ef uges; t ells y ou how to ge t t o th em; whet s p eci es of birds 
an d n,mnmals y ou mav e:xre ct t J s ee ; where t o stay overni 1~ht cind wh ·t eoui pment t o 
bri ng . Ivic:ine tte pc,ints ,mt th e.t the book W3s pr opnr ed under th e aus pic es of the De
fen ders of Furh car ers, by t he Devin - Ac.fr:ir Company of N8 W York. Pric e is $5 ,00, and 
the book can be purchase d at th e Poc:Lf :Lc Coc'.lst Off ic e , 21.26 Bnncroft Wav , Berkeley. 

Did you notice 11How to P-bke Your Own Aut o Litt erb np.:11 ( p .J.4) in t he J anu1<ry, 1956, 
SUNSET? Elsi e Hoeck ca l ls att enti on t o SUNSET1s cove r a_p;e of th e fi eld trip pot enti
ality of th e San Andr eBs Vc:'ll ey Rond in ScJn M_ t e a County ( --i,, . J-4), Febru erv , 1956, 
issue. In th e s ame i s su e "Des ert Clown • • • t he Road :runner 11 ( r .1 2 ) is worth y our 
re adi ne tim e . SUN~ET1 s 11:March Tr :w el ••• in ,md b eyond th e Wes t" ( pp .3- 4), Merch, 
1956 , descri be s our vall ey ' s Bl os s om Tours ,·nd li s ts w:L1 r:flow er ar e/JS . If you ar e 
a camera f an and enjo y 11sh ooti ng11 b ir ds in your ~ur c en, s ee t he fe ature artic "'!e on 
this subj ect (p p .33-3 6 ) j_n t ho J11Dr ch, J.956, is s ue of SUNSET, 11.Rock s ;:;nd Min er al s of 
Calif orni r1," a r ecentl y r.:ubl i sh od pnp0r-boun d bo ok by Vinson Brown and David 1-,ll an, 
is r evi ewed (p.22 ) in th e FGbru ary , 19 56 , SUNSET. 

Natur c1list twin s , Fr ,:mk and Jo hn Croi ghe..-1d , who cire phot op-r.ap her s of hawks end owls, 
auth or "Wil dlif e J.ldven turi ng i n J c.cks on Hol e" ( pp .1- 36 ) in th e J :-rnuary, 1956, i s sue 
of THE N;,TIDNAL GEOGRAPHIC j11U1G1~ZHJE. Bef or e Emil y nnd Bett y Smith l e f t on th oir ex 
ten ded trip in Febru [1ry , Emily r end with int e rest ChDrl e s M. Bro okfi el d I s and Oliv er 
Gris wold I s c.1ccou nt, 111\r1 Exo tic New Ori ole Settle s i n Flo ri c1a11 (pp . 260-2 64) , published 
in the Febru nry, 1956, i ss u e of TI-IE N1tTI ONAL GEOGRP.PHIC MJ,Q_;.,ZINE , Audub onites , eager 
f or writin gs fr om t he pen of Dr . Oli n Sewall Pett in gill , J r., can fo EJSt on 11Peo ple 
and Penguins of t he Fnr .,wn1y FA.llcLm c}s " ( pp .387-41 6 ) in th e M.,n•ch , 1956, issue of 
THE NitTI ONAL GEOGRi.;PHIC MisGAZI NE. Al of Dr . Petti ngil l ' s photo i;;r t•phs illustr a ting 
t his articl e r1r e r epr oduc ed th r ou ~h t he court esy of vvalt Disn ey Pr oductions , since 
th ey wer e t aken wh il e on cissi .r,nm,mt t o obt cJin sc ene s f or n new Tru e Lif e Adventure 
fil m, "Isl ands of' th e SeD • 11 

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED b eg i ns to r iv .~.l THE NATI ONAL GEOC'..RAPHIC i1t1G-AZINE in the amount of 
sp nce al l ott ed t o su½j ects denr t ,) t he hea r t s of :.udubo n members. Mos t of you, it is 
hoped , s ecur ed a copy of th e ,J:-:nu11ry 16 , 1956 issu e of SP1)H'l'S I LLUSTRATED for 11The 
Bi gg-est Bir d Wat ch, 11 with its r ' pr odu,~ti on of t ho bir ds p r1int ed by Roger Tory Pet er
son, r epr es enti ng t he bir ds he would s ee k most e '-'r.·erly in diff er en t pa rts of the 
Unit ed St at e s on c: Chr ist mas census . Newest f eo tnr e of SP011TS I LLUS'J'RATED ap peared 
in t he Febru c::ry 20 , 1956 is s ue , 11B arni e I s Be::mti e s: Bir ds of th e Ever gl ndcs i", · ( pp28-
38), by J ohn 0 1Reilly , with col or phot ogra phs by David Goodnow. J'.s port of the s ame 
cove n ge , 11Ever gl c:!des Tours" ( pp .39-4 0 ), bv Hor ac e Sutto n , t ells vou how to f i nd your 
fav orite bir ds; how rrn1ch it costs; how lon B it t akes; how t he Audubon Soci ety can help 
you enj oy t he exp eri enc e . 

The editor will ap pr eci at e ;your hel p in cc:lli ng his ett en ti on to articl es in th e 
m3ga zines and b ooks which , in your opinion, woul d pr ovi de int er esti ng ,rnd informa
tiv e r eceli nc; f or our membe rs . A0cur :·t e dc1t c1., e . r-. corr ect p,'1~e r ef er en ces, will he lp 
.'.:.:,. ::ir e pa r ati on of th e r cJ ,ort f or nubl ic 2.ti on. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

PU~TING IN STATE PARKS 

I n a F0bru11ry 15th r ele ase Wi l li am N. Gooda ll, P;:cific Coast Represent ::tive of the 
Nati oncJJ.. 1-1.udub on Soc i E-ty, hc1s warne d all members of the Californi a Audubon Branches 
and Affili ot es th :,t a bill pe r mittin g huntin ; in our State Pc.1rks will very likely 
be in t rodu ced nt the speci2l s e ssi on of the l eg isl.:: ,ture in March . While this bill 
may mention only two pa rks s pe cific ally, N'll", GoodcJll points to th e dan ge r ous precedent 
of permittin g r.my huntin~ . Once hunt ing is per mitt ed ot one Stnt e Park it will be 
difficult to pr even t its ex t ens ion. Whe n th e G.lDrm is s ounded from Berk el ey , all 
111.:ombers crin hel p by c ont a ct i ng your electe d r epr csent ntiv cs. The Pa cific Coast Office 
will advis e y ou conc er nirig whom t o cont a ct nnd when . 

11L1-,.SSIE 11 TELEVISION SHOVl PROT'iSTED 

Bec 0use m2ny of you·:hc1ve chil dr en, or gr and childr en , or nieces and nerhews .who reg
ul c.1rly vi ew the Sun dny even i nP, "Lassie" t ele visi on sh ow, you will be inter ested to 
l GHrn th a t th e N,:;ti om.!.l Audubon Society , thr ough Vi ce - Pr esid e nt Kenneth D. Morrison, 
h ,1s filed a prot est of the Jcinua ry 29th show with the produc er and s ponso r. The 
pr ogr ,1m in c;uesti on f ocus ed on bir ds of prey, The good conserv otion educ ati on wns 
undone by th e writ er of the show by permittin g th e gr andf a th er's mossbnck attitude 
which h..1s bee n ge ner ally ecce pt ed until r ec ent y c-wrs, to pr evail. Many of us who 
f c,, J. th ,~t more sho uld be done in t he area of conse rv a ti on educatio n welcome the 
ar.i--~_0n of Kenneth D. Morrison t nd th e N2ti onal lmdubon Soc ie ty. Ea ch of us as a 
rr.e:!10:.ir of th e Noti onnl .1-mdubon Soci e ty , an cl our Soci ety as a Brnnch , has D responsi
b i 3.i T,y to innintain ti watchful eye an d ea r for c onserv .Jtion inf ormEition thnt does not 
r ing true . Our r es r)ons i bility do e s not end with detec ti on but c ontinu es with the 
need of c onstructive and pe rsu asive a cti on dir ect E:d t o th e s ource or s ources. Let 
us he r e th at the pro duc er of t he "Lass ie" telev is i on sh ow will not in the future 
es J-.,ouse an out-of- da t e c ons orv -::,ti on point of vi ew. 

WELCOJilE DEPARTMENT 

A fri endly welcome, and c ong r ~tul 0ti ons, are ext ended to the newest Cnlifornia 
P:ra1 ch of' th e Nationc ,l ,{udu bo n Soci ety-----th e Sea Dnd Sa~e Audubon Soc ie ty of 
U:::-a~1ge County i THE WANDERI NG TATLER, its newslett e r, h ;:is cilr eady rie en r eceiv ed . 

An0th er exch cmr,;e bulletin , ALTACAL AUDUBON NEWSLE'rTER, has be en add ed to th e pr ow
in g list of public a ti ons r e ceiv ed by t he Publi ca tions Committee. 

SAN JOSEi-1.N TO BE INSTRUCTOR AT AUDUBON CAMP OF Cl\LIFORNI J-\ 

Pr esident J ohn Harvill e h [1S announc ed that Mr. Cor l tie sck e , gr adua te of San Jose 
3tc t c Coll ege and t ee.ch er a t Horb ert Hoover Jun ior Hi gh School in the Sein Jose 
Unified School District , hos been s elect ed as an i nstructor on the t eachin g stnff 
a t J.udubon Comp of C3lifornia . Mr . 1villi ,'Jm N, Good'-1] l is Camp iJir e ctor. Other staff 
men-bers include Dr, ,Jar c s E . Cr ouch anrl Dr . Andr ew Olson fr om Snn Di ep.;o State Colle ge , 
lds s Edith Curry f r om s~m Die go, a nd Mr . Arnold ;3m11ll .fr om Los Angel e s. WDtch for 
furth er ann ounc ements c onc ern i ng Audubon Campl 

BUTANO 

LmfJ, PRIETAN, bull eti n of the lo cDl chapter of th e Sie rra Club , has pub l ished inf or
mstion in its Feb ru ary , 1956 , issu e t o th e e ff ec t th a t "acquisition of Butane has 
bee n giv en very hi gh pri ority on t he propos ed bu d c t pr ep,:1r ed by th e State Park 
Commission . 11 All pers ons int er este d in conse rv ;.iti on and r e cre a tion will rejoice 
when Butc:no 1s a cquisit io n ns e futur e st a t e pork hr s boon ass ur ed . 
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NEMS .AND VIEWS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

1956 WILDLIFE WEEK-----MARCH 18-24 

Theme of this year's observnnce is "Save Endanger ed Wildlife," reports 'rHE ALERT, 
a cooperative int er-club publ ic ati on of the Conserv ation Information Service . 
Animals of the United States which f ace extinction over vast portions of their 
r anges include th e grizzly bear, Ever glade kite, whooping cr ane, Eskimo curlew, ivory 
billed woodpecker, Key deer , Cal if ornia condor, Mont ana grnylin g, trumpeter swan, 
Atwat er prairie chick en, l ake stur geon, bighorn sheep, lake trout of the Great Lakes 
and others . 

A r ecent report from J.R .Pemberton, whose hobby is study of the California condor, 
ind ic 2tes th at the bir d faces extinction, In 1939, the condor population was 40 of 
th e gi ant birds, nes tin g in r emote Hopper canyon between Fillmor e and Piru in Ventura 
County. Now th ere are only 39 condors, with no more th ,m three pairs of the birds 
foun d nestin g in any r ecent yer--.r. They bre ed normal ly only once in four years, and 
may live to be 100 ye ars of age . The condor, says Pemberton in THE ALERT, has no 
liv ing enemies except man. 

HAWK AND OWL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS REPORT 

Bef or e the end of 1955 th e campai ~n t o promote r evi s i on of Cali forni a 's protection 
l aws for hawks and owls bro adened t o incl ude pl ans t o r evise th e California Fish and 
Game Code pertaining t o bir ds e.nd mammals. The Cal iforni a Department of Fish and Game 
su ggested th e expansion of obj ectiv es durin g n confer ence with Audubon repres entatives 
in December, 1955. 

On Febru ary 16th, in Sacramento , r epr ese nt :1tives of organizations in California in
t erest ed in cons erv ati on l egisl ati on met, at t he i nvit ation of the California Depart 
ment of Fish and Game , to di scuss th eir common l egislative ob.ie ct iv es and problems. 
The repres entativ es formed t he Committ ee on Legal Classification of Birds and Mammals, 
and s elect ed Dr , Tracy I . Storer , Depart ment of Zoology, University of California at 
Davis , to be chai rman, It was agr eed th at proposed changes in the Code would be 
limit ed to Secti ons 1174,1175,1176,1176,5,1177,117 8, 11H2,1183,1230,1232 ,125 0,131 0, 
and any other r el vt ed sections of the Code dea l in g with v0ri ous speci es of birds and 
mammals and th eir st ntus as pr ednt ors, game, non-game, etc ., nnd th e conditions under 
whi ch th ey may be t aken, 

The Committee on Legol Cl nss if i cati on of Birds and Mammals will meet again early in 
April. In the meant ime, t he C,)nservation Co-chairm en of our Soci ety, end the con
s erv ation chair men of t he othe r Br anches and .Affili at es , have been requ ested to 
study the Calif or nia Fish nnd GGme Code sect i ons bein g examined, and t o r ecorrrnend 
proposed r evisi ons not l at er t han Mnrch 10t h, A committee t o be s elect ed by 
:M'.r. William N. Goodall, Pacif i c Coas t Repr esen t at ive ., will synthesiz e the recommen
dati ons submitted fr om the Cal i forni a Branches and Affi li nt es prior t o the April 
meeting , 

It wil l be th e fun cti on of Dr . Stor er 1s committee t o hel p r ench an agr eement among 
the r espectiv e or gani z£Jti ons 1 r ecommendntions befo r e t he l egisl atur e convenes in 
J anuary, 1957, Thus, the hawk and owl campaign push es on to new horizons ~ 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 
~ 

Wednesday morning, January 4, 1956, to Mr s . Ransome Davis' garden, Menlo Park. 
A few of th e gr oup, undaunte d by the overcast weather were rewarded by very inter
esting birdin g . Miss Mundy was able to approach a pair of wren-tits, who were not 
in the le ast shy. The Audubon warblers were more abundant th an usu al in that area 
and western blu ebirds, a r ar ity thees, were also seen. 'l'he followin g birds were 
f ound in t he gar den and nei ghboring area : Anna's Humming bird, .!:1ed Shaf t ed 
Flicker , Acorn woodpecker, Red-he aded sapsucker, Scrub Jay , Chestnut-b acked 
Chic kadee , Pla in tttm ouse, Whit e-br ea sted Nuthatch ("tooti ng 11 t wo or three times) 
Red-br eas t ed nuth atch ( heard only), l'\Jren-ti t (p:iir --on e sin gin g ), Cal i fornia 
'I'hr ~sher, Robin, Vari ed Thrush (hea rd only) , West ern Blu ebird, Audubon ivc1rbler, 
Townsend I s Warbler ( hea r d only), Purple Finch , Pine Sis kin, American Gold.finch 
(fe edin g on r edwood s eeds) , House Fi nch, Greenbacked Gold.finch (f eedin g on birch 
see ds), Red - eye d Towhee, Br own Towhee , v~hi t e -cr owned Sparrow (sin gin g ), Golden
crowned Sparro w, Song Sparr ow 

Marjori e S. Davis 

Wednesasry mornin g, J anua ry 1$, 1956, to Mrs. Arthur Jones I gard en on West 
Hei ght s Road, Los Gat os . Four members of t he gr oup met at th e Art Cent er on 
Austin v.Jay, Los G01.t os and bir ded up to t he to p of \\lest Hei ghts Road. Mrs .Jo nes 1 

garden pr ovid ed t he r are tr ea t of seein g th (:; white-thro at ed sporro w on t he to yon 
bush besid e t he feede r and t he fox sparr ow at t he bird -bath. The list of birds 
s een ar e as f ollows: Small fl ocks of quail, Anna 's Hummingbir d, Red-Shafted 
Flicker with call not es, St oll er I s J ay, Scrub J ,J.y, ..,hestnut-b acked Chicka dee s-5-
tak i ng turns at su et, Fl ain Tit mouse (2), Bushtit s , f l ocks in eucnly ptus tr ees , 
Whit e~br east ed Nut hatch (1), vfren-t i t (pair si nging), Bewick 1s Wr on (4),sin gin g, 
Californ b Thrash er ( 2 ) s in gin £;, Robins (fl ock of 38, Vari ed Thrush (s ever al) 
Hermit Thrush with cal l note , Ruby-crown ed Kingl et, Ceda r v.Jaxwings (flock of 16) 
Hut to n's Vireo (2), sin gi ng; Audubon's \•hrb1 er (2 or 3) , Townsend 's W::irbl er (6) 
in live oak , one s oen c:it chin g a.n oak moth, Pur ple Fi nch (3 ) one sin gin g, one 
ea tin r,; Toyon berri es, Hause Rine h ( 2 ) , ? to ·whee ( ~), Br own 'l'owhee ( 2 ) , Oree on 
Junc oes ( 4), one sin gi ng 11wafusper song", Golden-cr o-,med spa rr ow, several , one 
song hea rd , whi t e- th r oat ed sparro w (fin e vi ew), Fox Sparrow (1). 

- Dor othy L Smith 
·,vednesday morni _ng, Febru ary 8th, t o th e St andf ord University campus , with 

Mrs. H. B. Humphr ey . The day w2s br igh t and sunny . 'Phe fifte en who met fo r 
bird study in t he St anford Arb or etum wer e so on bus y_, f or th e bir ds were 
p~entif ul and ~asy t o see . 

v'lithout walkin g very f a r, th e f oll owing bi r ds wor e se en in the vicinity of 
th e mausol eum: vari 8d thrush, r obin, br own towhee, hermit thru sh, scrub j ay , 
Or egon junc o, bushtit , chicka dee, t itmo us e , brown cree per, nut ho.tch, Bewick 
wren , pur pl e finch, sa ;:isucker (pr obably r ed n.ci.ped), band -t ai l ed pi geon (1) 
sittin g on th e t op of a dead eucalyp tus tr ee; red - shafted flicker, spott ed 
t owhee, gold en-cr o1~med sparrow_. Anna I s hummingbird, Hutton I s vire o, hous e finch, 
downy woodp<c)cker , acorn woodpeck ~r, t hr ashe r, To,-ms end I s warbl er , wr en-tit 
and fox spa rr ow. 

Aft er t hese birds wer e s een , a short tri p was tekn t o the f ar sid e of Lake 
Laguni t us . Herc: we saw ruddy ducks, a few canvas backs, rin g-n ecked ducks , a 
sin gl e l::luffl ehea d, a pa ir of pied -b ill ed gr ebes, a number of coots , killd eer, 
meadowl a.r k and a shr ike . 

It was decl ar ed a very succ es sful and sat isf act ory tri p . 
Alice a Humphrey 


