
Janua r y - February 19 56 

THE AVOCET 

______ B_u_l l et i n of t he .Sont~ __ r:J.ara _ Vall ey Audubon Soci ety, Inc . 

J I.1.NUA1i Y- F'EBRUAl1Y CALENDAR 

SPECIAL EVENT JJ\NUAHY 

Audu bon Sc r een 'l'our , viiednes d.sy , Janu ary 2 5th, at ~ =00 p . m., a t Vor ris Dailey 
Audi t orium, San Jo s e .St at e Colle ae . 'I'he t hi r d event in th e te nth annu al s erie s 
will bri ng Clevel and P . Gr an t ,md hi s f i lm, 11 Amer i ca n Bi rds and Bi~ Game , 11 a 
compos ite of tl;le be st se auen ces from t wen ty ye ars of s kil l ed photo ~r aph y . 
The l ec t urer and hi s wif e , Rut h , r ank wi t h t ho b es t among t hose who cre a te 
and pres ent wi l dlife moti on pictures . Shots of myri ad mi ~r r.1t i.n,1s s now ge es e; 
r ev eal ing and hum.oro us s ec;uences on the courtsh i p of t he r· 1ff ed 1:;r ouse , pr a irie 
chic ke n , a nd redhe ad duck; fvrr d .. l y - l i H) i nter vi ews wHh blu e-wi nge d t ea l an d 
s hovel er ducks ; and , a r ar e s equen ce on "' w: ld r ed f nx vix en wH h h,,jr eig ht 
puppi es --- portray in be au t if ul c olo r th o anuuo l cy cle of chanp.:ing insti ncts. 
The s eco nd par t of t he Tour is on No:c~th t mr..::r ic8n bi ~ g::ime wbose -cic t ure s were 
t oken by 1,;r . Grant on a hor seba ck tr ek alonr; t h.st porti on of t he Cont i nenta l 
Di vi de t h0t form s t he bound ar y bet we en i\lb t:r ta and Briti sh C~lu JJ1bi a . There , 
a r med onl v wit h a caffi8ra , he hunt ed t he r emain:Lng gr r--:;:it carib ou her ds and 
f i erc e gr i zzl y bea rs . Genera l ;;drtl..s si on ;m cl s tud :nt s i np;J..e per f o,,..mance ti cke ts 
will be on s;-1l e a t t he Jv~or r i s rir.1il.e y Box O·~/ ic e t he eve n:i..nP' of th e Tour, 

MEETINGS J ANUARY 

Ii.egul or Meet j_n Monda y , J an m1ry 9th , ::it ~-t:0') p • .m., et th e tou i se 
Van Met er 1';I r:ment c1r y 3 choo l , Los Gat os . Ri cbar d 
vrnrn er wi J.J. discus s 11Stu di es of Li ve s nnd Habits 

of Vdld Bi -•:ds in Ct ptivi ty . 11 ~fr . !!'a r ner vms ins tr u ­
ment &l i n th e capt ure of more than eip.h ty h i rds of 
SEiver a l s:·:raci es f or- t he st udi P.s of nr . Charl es .Sib l ey 
a t Corn 0l.l Univ ersity . The Loui s e \ an i!ie t er School 
is lo cc1tcd a t 16445 San Jos e - Los G;-: tos R02d . It i s 
a low , modern buil ding , tr L'11J1JC,d in s ton e , f.. nd is 
f J..ood- li i ht cd a t ni ght. 

Board Meet in g : 111,onc ay , J 1:1nu ury 9th, nt 7: 00 p . m., ,:it the Lou i se \ran Ifot e r 
El •.:;mc:-iti ,ry Scha ul , 164L~5 S::in Jo oe- Los r:;,to s Hot.}d . 

F'EBRU.1~HY 

rte ul ar il•foet i ng: Hondc'.3y , F'eb r w.1r y 13th , nt 3 :0 0 p . r.i.., in H.oom 210 , 
l'Jut ur:-il ,3ci enc e Buil ding , ,']a n Jo se St ·1t e CoJ .. l e1?;c. 
Dr . Fr c.mk 1-,. Pi t eJJ-::1 of th G Mus eum of Vert ebra t e 
Zoolo ~y of t he Uni ver s ity of Cr:l.i f ~)r ni 2 a t Berkel ey 
wil l pr es ent r..n il J.ns t r ot ed pro _r;:r nm. Fe wi l l sh ow 
sl i de s o:f onrl di scuss the Al a!:rkan ~sk i mos , 1-n;,;ki ng 
s pt'Ci ~1J. ref er enc e t o whr1l i ng c;nd oth er him ti ng a ct i vi ­
ti es . Lir~ Pit elk a hes s ·,Jent pe rts of s ev e-·~2.l ye;a rs i n 
.l a.sk a . 

Eo8r d Meet ing = iviond.,:iy, Feb r mir :v 13t h , at 7 :00 r,. m., in Room 210 , 
Natu r a l Sci enc e Suil ding , :-:ic.n Jo s ~ St , t e CoJ J epe . 

Di e k 1.'iE:waldt 
Ch~!ir ,m of th e Pro p7ram Commi t tee 
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JANUJIRY 

Wednesd ayJJ.01:ning, January 4!:.h, to Menlo Pa rk and the woodsy garden of Mrs. 
Rans ome C-avj_s at 1140 San Mateo Drive . Many int er estin g birds enjoy Mrs . Davis 1 

h osp it ality. Meet at 9:30 a .m. 

Sunday, January 8th, to Lagunit a and Sea rs ville _,_,ake, wi th Mrs. 'IV.A.Hillebrand 
as l eade r. Meet at 8 :30 a .m. at the S.P.De pot in Palo P.lto . Brin g lunch. 

Wednesday Morn i ng, J anuary 18th, to Los Gatos and the garden of M.rs. Arthur 
Jones at 15850 V~est Road. Las·•j yea :' ws s aw a vvhit e-t hroated Sparrow here. Meet 
at Los Gatos Art Cent er, Austin vfay , at 9 :00 a .m. 

Sa turday, Janu ary 28 th, to the coastal ar ea in the vicinit y of Santa Cruz, 
with Herbe rt Witt ge ns tei n as l eader . Meet in front of the Lyndon Hotel in Los Gatos 
at 8 :30 a .m. The caravan will pr oc ee d to the co as t, :mcl the trip w:i.l.l st ar t a t the 
Natur al Bridge St ate Park . M.r , 11'/itt gen st e in will l ead t he group in a southerl v 
dir ection to visit Twin Lak es, wit h D lunch-stop a t Sea Cliff St c1te PRrk. Bri ng 
lunch, 

FEBRUARY 

Wedne sd ay Mor ni ng, Febru ary 8tt , to the Stanford Univ ersity ca mpus, with 
Mrs , H.B.Humphrey . Birding is custo marily inter esting in this o:lr ea, Iv.feet at the 
S .P .Depot in Palo Alto at 9:00 a . m. 

Sunday, February 12th, to Hall's Vall ey in th e Mt. Hamilton area , with 
Fanny and Charl es Zw2al, Durin g the winter th e pond in Hall's V2J.ley is a favorite 
haunt of ducks, gees e , c::nd, occ asionally , swans. Meet a t San Ci-1rlos an d 5th Stree ts 
in Sa n Jose at 8 :30 a .m. Bring lu nch. 

Wednesday Morning, Febru ary 22nd , te Santa Cl ara and th e garden of Mrs. 
William McCormick on Scott Lane, Meet 3t the corn er of Sc ott Lane and El Camino 
Real at 8:30 a .m. 

~turday, February 25th, to the Alviso area , where l eade r Ann Pet erson has 
selected po i nts of i nt eres t for the tr ip , Mrs. Pe t erson will t ake us to the 
Chinchen Ranch where a surprise wi ll be awa iting us. Meet at the S .P .Dep ot in 
l.\gnew a t 9:00 a .m. Brin g lunch . 

Dorot hy :3mith and Manette Witt genstein 
Co-c h2ir men of Fi r:;J.d Trip Committee 

SEASONAL OBSERVATIONS 

The seasonal obs erv ati on concer ning th e p:,.ir of handicanned thrashers , pri nted 
in the September-October , 19 55, i.ssue of THE AVOCET, :ias G s e0uel which focus es on 
one of th eir offs pri ng . And whc:;t happe ned to t he young bird poi~ts up th e depe nd­
ence of bird -band ers on th e genera l publ ic for th eir "r ecov eri es" (r en orts of find­
in g th e birds th ey hc1ve ban ded) and th e ne r d .for spre c1ding t he word E1bout b ird­
band ing . 

Whil e the f emale W1'ls incub ati ng h8r s econd s et of eg~s l as t May , her mate 
look ed aft er th eir first br ood . I n IT\Y not ebook I find it wc1s May 4 when I first 
s aw t he fl edglin gs on t he l awn with the ir s tump- legged fa th er. On the 13th two 
wer e s ti l l followin g him, althou gh h e had appa r ently cea s ed to fee d them. On that 
s ame day one of t hem unwPrily ent e r ed my banding tr ap and had a numbered band put 
on its l e ft "l eg . 11 The banded yon ng bird remain ed in his parents' territory for 
about thr ee week s b efore l ea ving to find a territ ory ()f hi s own. 
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SEASONAL OBSERVATIONS 

A month later and a mile away t he banded thr asher wandered into a garden tool 
hou.se and was caught by a gr ammar school boy whose displaced Latvian parents came to 
t hi s country only a f ew years ago. Nikolai Zelneronok was curious about the band 
anr read th e inscri ption on it: "Notify F. and w. Serv. 523-49208. 11 Because he did 
not lmow what it meant, he asked his te acher, who sugP"ested te lep honing the sh eriff . 
The sheriff gave him t he name of our game warden, who told him about bird-band ing 
and what to do. After recordin g the band number and :releas i ng t he bird, still 
wearing its band , Nikolai notified the Fish and Wildl:ife Service (Pntuxent Research 
Refuge, Laurel , Md.) 

In due course of time I r eceived a pink carbon copy of th e form letter which 
t he Banding Office of t he Fish and Wildlife Service sent Nikolai, thari..king him for 
his r eport. The form gave him the name of the bird; and where, when, and by whom 
it was banded . It also gave t he care ful data w!1ich Nikola i had supplied : full 
number of band; and date, location, and nanner in which the bird was obta i ned--all 
of which was of interest to t he bander and for which she was grateful. The Office 
also s ent Nikolai a band, like the one on the thrash er, to keep as a souvenir. 

White-tailed Kite, Dec.l, two hovering over fi eld on Story Rd. near Jackson St., 
just east of San Jose, Ett a Smith . 

Florida Gallinule, Dec.11, one by pond on Boronda Farm, near Menlo Park. We 
had come from Crys t al Springs Lakes to Boronda Farm for picnic lunch and aft erno•n 
birding, and wer e watching ducks, coots, and a Pied -b illed Grebe on the pond when 
Emanuel Taylor saw t he gallinule working behind catt ail s at the edP.e of the pond. 
Fin ally it came out and gave us a wonderful vi ew of a bird r ar ely seen in our area . 

Flit,k ers. On Nov.13 Edith Buss car efully w.qt ched a flick er getting ants at 
edge of her driveway in Pal o Alto. !twas red-sh af t ed c1nd had r ed "rm.1Staches, 11 but 
on the back of its neck w, s t he bright red strip e of a Yellow-shafted Flicker ~ A 
hybrid bet ween our Red-shafted Flick er and the Yellow-sh afted Flicker? On Dec. 1, in 
Pacific Grove, Grace Brubaker , Fanny Zwaal, and I saw another flicker with a bri ~ht 
red stripe on its nape. It was sunni ng itself on a s ig n post, with its back to us 
and the sun. Suddenly we saw t he central shaft of a vring feather gl eam yel low in the 
sunlight. Just th en t he flick er fl ew and showed yellow-shafted wings 1 We ran after 
it to get anoth er look at th e yellow , and to se e if t he "mustach es " were bl ack, as 
in the Yellow-sh af t ed Fl icker. But when we found th e fl~ck er again , unfortun ate ly 
t here were no che ek stripes (Female and immature flickers l eek the "mustaches'~ ) • 
Was it a Yellow-sh afted Flicker , in pure form, which r arely strays into California? 

Golden-crowned Kingl et, Oct .29, nt lea s t one(cl ear vi ew) in flock of Bushtits , 
in San Jose, Grace Brubak er. Mr s. Brubaker also sElw at her home a Townsend Warbler 
on Dec. 12. 

Evening Grosbeak, Nov. 21, four (one an adult male), at .IT\Y home, near Los Gates. 
Across the road Jo and Bill Ouder kirk saw th em at th eir bird bath daily for a week, 
beginning Dec .2. 

Fex Sparrow. The banded bird on my f eed tr ay Sept . 29 came regul c1rly until 
October 11. No Fox Sparrows agai n until Nov. 21 when two appea r ed and soon af t er 
two more (thr ee of th em now banded). Robert a \;frig ht re ports th at t he fir st Fex 
Sparrow she ever s aw on her f eed tr ay, in Athert on, appenr ed Nov.21; and Fanny 
Zwaal in San Jose reports the same thing, except th at it appeared on th e 20th . There 
must have been an jnflux of Fox Spal".rows into our ar eE1 j ust at th ~ t t i me. 

Emily D • Smith 
Seas onal Observation s Editor 
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NFJNS AND VIEWS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

HAWK AND CJML CAMPAIGN PROGRESS REPORT 

November 28, 1955: Lett er sent to conservation chairmen or sn ecial chairmen 
for Hawk and Owl Campaign or presidents of the Branch es and Affili ates of the 
Nati onal Audubon Society in California. The pur poses of the letter were (1) to 
r eview the need for revision of California's protection laws for Hawks and Owls; 
(2) to summarize what vDrious Branches and Aff i liates had under tak en to date in 
separate acti ons; (3) to enlist support for a coordin ated plan of action; (4) to 
inform concer ning th e n8xt step schedul ed in laying the ~roundwork for the campaign. 

December 91 1955: Mr. William N. Goodall, Pacific Coast Representative of 
the Nati onal Audubon Society , Mr. E. R. Pickett of t he Sacramento Audubon Society , 
and your editor conferred in Sacra mento for two and one-h alf hours I time with 
Mr. Seth Gordon, Director of the California DepArtment of Fish and Game, and 
members of his st aff. The attitude of the key people with whom we discussed the 
problem and our objectives was f avor able toward revision. The Department of Fish 
and Game volunte ered to chair a Febru ary meeting called for th e purpose of examining 
the need for r evision of protection l aws for all birds and mammals. To this con­
f erence will be invited repr esent ativ es of a nwnber of organiz ations interested in 
cons erv ation legisl Dti on. 

December 21, 1955: There are now twenty organiz ati ons working with the 
Coordirn ::ting Cons erv .:it i on Chairman of th e Californin Audubon Societi es c=ind Affiliate s, 

THE WHOOPING CRANE 

THE ALERT, a cooperat iv e inter-club public ation of the Conservation Informa­
tion Service , carri ed the following information in its November 8th issue: "Plans 
have been abandon ed by the Air Force to J'J1£lke a photofl ~sh bombing range next to the 
winter home of the la s t 26 whooping cran es in th e world , i n the Aransas National 
VVildlife Refuge in Texas. The bombing rang e:.;wm1ld have been locat ed within half a 
mile· of the Refuge. The U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service says that the best way to 
break up l arge concentrations of ducks and other waterfowl is by t his t ype of bomb­
ing. Conservati on groups t hr oughout the country protest ed the move as sure to lead 
to prompt extinction of these r are birds . The Ccinadian government protested to the 
State department aga i nst establishing th e bombing ranP,e, reminding the United States 
th at cranes are protect ed by th e Canadian-A meric an Mi gratory Bird Convention . 11 

FAREWELL TO A FRIEND AND LEADER 

Durin~ October, 1955., the death of Dr. H. B. Humphrey of Los Altos sadden ed 
many of his friends and as soci ;_:1t es in our Society . The contributions of the 
alert and vigorous ecto genari an to th e growth of our Soci ety will ins pire our 
future l eade rs. Dr. Humphrey served a t erm as pr esident during 1952-1953, and 
serv ed sev era l t erms as a member of th e Board of Dir ectors th ereaft er. It was 
during his administr ation th at the major revision of our governing rul es was 
undertnken . Members of our Soci ety who h,cid not previously sertred as lead ers 
accept ed his and Mrs. Humphrey's invit ation to par tici pate . Let us tak e this 
opportunity to salut e the memory of a true .fri end and creative le ader who will 
long be re member ed among us, Dr. H. B. Humphreyt P.nd, we extend our heartfelt 
sympathy to Vil's . Humphrey in the personal loss of her be] oved husband . 
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