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ANNOUNCEMENT 

A word of explanation is in ord er concerning the appearance of a 
July-August THE AVOCET. During June it was discovered th at important 
information awaited public ation, To hold the material until th e September­
October issue of THE AVOCET would have delayed your receipt of vitai facts 
and opinions upon which our 1955-1956 program will be based. Therefore, 
the Borrd of Directors directed the Editorial Committee and the Publication 
Staff to pr epare t his issue, 

REPORTS FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING 

INCORPORATION 

Articles of Incor poration of Sant a Clara Val ley Audubon Society were 
endorsed ~nd filed in the office of the Secreteey of State of the St ate of 
California on May 20, 1955, and the Seal of th e State of California was 
affixed on May 24, 1955. 

At the June Board of Dir ectors' meeting all members in good standing 
were accepted as members of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Soci ety, Inc. 

EI.JlX:!TION OF 1955-1956 BOA.Rb OF DIRECTORS ANb OFFICl!&S 

President 
Vice-Pr esid ent 
Secretary 
Tre asurer 
Board of Dir ectors 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1954-1955 

- Mr. John P, Harville 
- Dr, L. R. Mewaldt 
- Miss Elsie D. Hoeck 
- Mrs. Charles J. Zwaal 
- Dr. Wilhelm Flugge 

Mr. Wilbur F. Luick 
Mr. William R. Ouderkirk 
Mrs. Homer E. Peterson 
Miss Lynn Robbins 

Three banking accounts aTe maintained by the Society, namely: a 
commercial checkin g account, a scvings account, and an account for Audubon 
Screen Tours in the Graduate Manager's Office et San Jose State College. 
Mrs. Chi~rles Zwaal, Treasurer, is responsible for the first two accounts, 
and the co-ch airmen ef AST, Dr, MJtt Vessel and Dr. Arn old Applegarth, are 
res ponsible for the fatter account, 

Savings Account 

Bal ance 5/30/55 $852.82 

Audubon Screen Tours Account 

Net proceeds after payment of all bills for 1954-1955 and shcring 
of profit with NAS is $235 • .38. 



REPORTS FROM THE ANNUAL MF..ETING 

FINnNCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1954-1955 

Commercial Ch8cking Account 

Bnl ance 6/7/54 

Receipts during 1954-1955 
dues 
sp cci el 
refund 

$346.53 
15.50 
18.00 

Disburs ements during 195l+-1955 
overh eul of mimeogr oph $ 27.98 

m.::chine 
THE AVOCET 
rent ol of hall 
r ef reshments 
gift to El Monte Audubon 

Sanctu cry 

Bal nnce 5/30/55 

MEMBERSHIP 

Total 6/13/55 219 

175. 70 
12.00 
26.46 
25.00 

- i36 joint 

- 83 loc c1l 

380.03 
$932.91 

$285 .lft 

$647.77 

During 1954-1955 21 new members have been ~dded, of whom 18 are joint 
members and 3 loc cl members. One of th e t hr ee loc2l members maintains n 
joint membership in the Golden G<Jte Audubon Soci ety. 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP VOTED i\JR. HENRI G. HILL 

In appreci ction of Mr. Henri G. Hill's l egal assistance nnd couns el 
in the proc essing of th e incor por~tion of th e Soci ety, a resolution cre ating 
an honor ary lif e membership for him vTCs adopt ed. 

1955 SANT.k. CL1illA COUNTY FAIR, SEPI'E.MBER 12-18 

The Santa Cl~r a Vnl ley Audubon Soci ety, Inc. will res erve booth space 
in the Schools tent and cr uot e an exhibit commemor ating the Golden Anniversary 
of th e N2tion al Audubon Soci ety r t t he 1955 SDnt n Clcr a County Fnir, 
Sept ember 12-18. 

1954-1955 AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 

The 1954-1955 Scre en Tours Progr am has been completed ond nfter ~11 
bills have been poid our she:~e of the proceeds is $235 .38. A few observ a­
tions might be made at this point. 

First an admonition. The most striking t hing nbout the program is 
th at under the present condit io ns th e Scre en Tour series could h~rdly break 
even if it w2sn I t for the number of co~.l0ge stur2ents nttending. We ot the 
college think the series suf iic i -c:nt:.y wc:c•·:,).iwhile th ,~t we reauire our elemen­
tary students to cJttend. But how abcut you Al~duoon members - - how mBny of 
you hnve tried to sell the seri es to your neighbor or fri end? The tabula-



REPORTS FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING 

1954-1955 AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 

tion of tickets shows that only 69 ~dult se ason's tickets were sold and the 
students• se ason's tickets tot all ed 329. Further, more than half of the 
single admission tickets wer e sol~ to students. 

The Screen Tour progr am was begun as an Audubon Society project using 
the college name only as a co-s ponsor. · The college, however, is contributing 
more than its share of the lo ad. The t~sk of ~n aging the lecture program 
at the coll ege auditorium al so falls on th e same people ye ar after year. 
Certainly th ere nre dozens of people in the Soci et y who could contribute 
thei~ time to help with some of the routine duties. 

A commendation should go to al l of the loyal ticket s ellers, collectors, 
and assistants at the lecture programs. These people have willingly served 
in spite of their numbers. 

La.st of all a recommendrition. We suggest th at three or more schol ar­
ships of $15.00 each be nwardGd to des erving college stud ents who may use 
this money for pc3rt payment of a session at the Audubon Camp or the West 
Coast Nature School. The r emaining money from the Screen Tours should be 
ecrrnarked for Conservation Education proj ects only. 

We wish to t ake this op1=ortunity to thank all of you who have helped 
with th e Scr een Tour Progr am in any way. And if you feel hurt by the 
admonition above, remember th ~t we are just ~etting underway with the Screen 
Tours for next year. Offer your services to the President of th e Soci ety 
and promote th e program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M.F.Vessel and A.G.APplegarth, 
Co-chairm en 

A REMINDER 
Local meooers 1 dues of one doll ar fifty cents ($1.50) became due 
and payable July 1st. Ple cse send your money to the Treasur er, 
Mrs. Charles J. Zwaal, 478 Clifton Avenue, San Jose 28. If you 
will take the initi ativ e and mail your dues, you will save 
Fannie Zwaal consid erabl e time and eff ort not having to send you 
a dues remind er. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I wish you all could have been at our June 30 Board meet i ng to see 
the enthusi asm with which your Offic ers and Bonrd of Directors tackl ed the 
problems of the year aheod. With your help, this should be a fine year 
for the Santc.1 Cler a Velley Audubon Soci ety, nnd for thr ee big re asons: 

1. We have hnd spl endid r esponse from people we have asked to serve 
as Cheirmen of our action con,.mittees. Four have r eturned for anoth er tour 
of duty, and !'"or th em s ome equivalent of Purple Heart or Oak-leaf Clust er 
should be in ordert Mrs. Witt ·genstein will again tPc kle the very important 
and difficu l t job of Fi eld Trip organization. Mrs. Snow will continue her 
fi ne work with th e Membership Committee. Mrs. Pet er son wii l organize 
activities of the Social Committee . You are r eadj_ng this becnuse Will Luick 
is continuing his exc el l ent work with th e Public c.1 tions Committee. They and 
our new Committee Chairm en are undert aking difficult and time-consuming work 
for the Soci ety. May I s alute th em, in your nnme. 



PRFSIDENT1S MESSAGE 

2. You are goin g to help with committee work when called upon. This 
is an assumption, of cours e, but based on some good evidence. We had wonder­
ful support at our Annuol Meeting from volunt eers wil l ing to help with o~r 
booth ot th e County F~ir. Only with support f rom everyone can our committees 
accomplish th e jobs they have undcrt oken--jobs which will bring ple osur c to 
and r eflect cr edit upon our entire Soci ety. Which Committee would you like 
to assist? Let the Chairman or a member of the Board hecr from youl 

3. We have undert 9ken some most int eresting proj ects for th e coming 
year, about which you will hei:.,r more very sooh. We are going to pr epare 
and mnn a booth ot the County Fair, in conjunction with th e Junior Museum; 
Thousands of people will learn about our Screen Tours program and our fi eld 
trip activities-this year our Screen Tours should be the big gest ever, as 
result. Our Education ColllJTlittee is assuming the leadership on this important 
proj ect, and many of you have s aid you would help with it. Our Conservation 
Committee, with Miss Emily Smith and Mr. Wllliam Ouderkirk as Co-chairmen, is 
beginning work on develo!='ment of a wil d-life refuge at Mohtalvo. This new 
activity will mean much to our Society and to this Valley--here is a conserva­
tion proj ect we can do something about personally~ Our Screen Tours Convnittee 
and Field Trips Committee have th eir r egul ar proj ects underway, and as always, 
we r ely upon them to carry forward th e activities which are t he heart of the 
Soci ety's progr am. 

How will all th ese f ine hopes look to us a yeer f r om now? The answer 
lies with e?ch of you. No job s eems too l arge when th e goals are worthwhile, 
and when good fri ends can work tog eth er tow~r d th em. In th at spirit, your 
B-oard of Direc t ors and Committee Chairmen h8ve accepted th eir r esponsibiliti es. 

1955-1956 Committee Chairmen 

Auditing 
Nominating 
Member ship 
Progr am 
Educational 
Conservation 

Fi eld Trip 

Soci al 
Publicity 
Editori al 
By-Laws 
Fiscal Policy 
Scr een Tours 

Dr . Marion Kirkwood 
Miss Lynn Robbins 
Mrs. Irving Snow 
Dr. Richord Mewaldt 
Mi ss Lola Erikson 
Mr. Willi am Ouderkirk and 

Mi ss Emily Srriith 
Mrs. Langford S~ith and 

Mr s. Herb ert Wittgenst ein 
Mrs. Homer Pet erson 
Mrs • Roy McRe e 
Nrr-. Wilb ur Luick 
Mr. Wilbur Luick 
Dr. Rich; rd Mewaldt 
Dr. Arnold ~ppleg arth and 

Dr. Matt Vessel 

John P. Harville 

JULY-AUGUST CALENDAR 

MEETINGS JULY-AUGUST 

Regul ar Meeting: Ther e are no regu le r meetin gs of the Soci ety 
sch eduled dur ing July and August. 



JULY -AUGUST CJ1LENDAR 

MEEl'INGS JULY-AUGUST 

Board Meeting: Time and place of meetings will be decided by the 
President after he has determined when a. quorum 
can be assured. The Secret 8ry will send a notice 
or telephone Bocrd members. 

FIELD TRIPS JULY 

Wednesday Morning, July 20th, to the outskirts of Redwood City, with 
Mrs. Ransom Davis. Through the courtesy of Mrs. David Bohannon, visit the 
beautiful garden ~t 115 Oakford Road, nlso neighboring woodland. Meet at 
8:45 a .m. at intersection of Alameda de Las Pulgas ond Woodside Road. 

Saturday. July 23rd, to Table Rock Beach, north of Santa Cruz, for 
a mystery trip, to be l ed by Miss Emily Smith. The trip will st art from 
the Ranger's Stetion at N2tur al Bridges Be.:1ch St pte Park at 7:45 a.m. 
promptly, to t r ke advantage of a low tide to explore a sen cave. Bring 
lunch and rubbers. To reach the St at e Park, drive north on Highway 1 
for about 2 miles from center of Sonta Cruz c1nd turn left on Cliff Drive. 
The Ranger's Station is only a short distance from the highway. 

AUGUST 

Sunday, August 14th, to Big Basin St r te Park. John Harville is 
planning this trip in the style of the Audubon Camp field trips; he has 
been a stcff member nt the California Audubon Camp, a.s most of you know. 
Especially invited to join the porty for the walk on the beautiful end 
cool tr ai ls are "beginners," those who fancy th~elves "rank am8teurs" 
in the art and skill of observing on field trips. Meet the leader at 
8:30 a.m. at S2ratoga Gap, where the Saratoga-Big Basin Road crosses the 
Skyline Blvd. Bring lunch. 

#ednesday Morning, August 17th, to the vanishing salt marshes near 
Alviso, to see the migrating shore birds th at hnve returned from their 
breeding grounds in the north. Mrs. Etta Smith is th e le ader. Meet at 
Alviso Element~ry School at 8:00 a .m. 

Dorothy Sriith and Manette Wittgenstein 
Co-chairmen of the Field Trip Committee 

~S JI.ND VIEWS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

SHOULD CALIFORNIA REVISE ITS PROTECTION LAWS FOR HAWKS AND ONLS7 

The members who attended the Annunl Meeting of the Society at the 
Junior Museum at Alum Rock Park in June were rewarded with an instructive 
and interesting progrnm concerning birds of prey. Mr. S~m Smoker and 
Mr. Larry Moitozo effectively presented their informetion and showed their 
hawks and owls. Two films concluded the program. 

The conserntion implic i:tions of the subject "flying Mousetraps" 
point to an examination of the Cnlifornia lciw protecting some of our hawks 
and owls, And to a comparison of CDlifornia l aw with that of other states. 



NFJNS AND V1E}1vs FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

SHOULD CALIFORNIA REVISE ITS PJ:10TECTION LAWS FOR HAWKS AND ONLS? 

Section 1175 of the Fish end Game Code estDblishes the following as 
predatory birds: "blu e j ay, English or Europe2n hous e sparrow, gre at horned 
owl, shDrp-sh i nned hawk, C:ooper 1s hawk, duck hawk, hous e finch {commonly 
known cs Cnl if crni a 1-::.rm~, t.) :: crow, bl ack-bill ed magpie, shrike or butcher 
bi rd , whi te pelic an, t,l!J g or cormorant, and, in Di stricts 1,2~3,4, and 4 'J/4, 
t he bl 2c:k!J:' .. r ds . 11 S e0t. :)_0n 1176 provid es th at "pred atory birds may be taken 
at any t i.me," th e ess umption being th nt possession of a hunting license 
makes leg nl th e killing of the listed pr edatory birds. Santa Clara County 
is loc c:ted in District 3. 

According to an inform 8tion bull etin puolished by the National Audubon 
Soci ety, most st 3t es now have laws which prot ect the but~ or soaring hawks 
but whi ch l e~ve th e E_££igite_r..§_ or f~st-flying hawks unpro te cted. In most 
cas es, NAS maintains, tn d only persons who cDn distingu ish between prot ected 
and unprot ect ed hawks ar e thos e who would not shoot th em anyway. NAS st -:1tes 
th at f ew of th ese l aws have been enforced because the viol ator simply st ates 
th Gt he th ought he was shooting an unpt-otect ed species and eith er the warden 
or the court is unwilling to t ake action. 

For some ye~rs the National Audubon Soci ety has recom_mended the 
adoption of a law which provides protection for all hawks and owls except 
th nt, "when in th e act of destroying poultry;" hawks may be destroyed. 

Perhaps you noticed in your May-June, 1955, issue of Audubon Magazine, 
on page 110, th e announcement to th e eff ect th at th e State Legisl otur e of 
Indi ana r ecently amended its bird protection l aw so th at it is now unl awful 
t o shoot any speci es of hawk or owl in th ct st Bte. An exc ept i on in the law 
per mits the killing of hawks and owls only by l and occuparr~,s who can justify 
cl ni rr.s of pr edation on poultry by th ese birds. filldubc:i M3gc1zin _§, not es th at 
"I ndi ana thus becomes the third state to prot ect l eq;~_,._~-;, '-'~d r:j:rds of pr ey, 11 

Connecticut havi ng become th e first in 1951, foll owed ~~r }~ch i gan in 1954. 
Becaus e hawks and owls are not protect ed by fed er al i ew, ander th e ~igratory 
Bird Treaties with Canada and Mexico, their l egal prot ection depends upon 
st nte law. 

Did you know th ot nine st [ltes f ail to protect nny hawks or owls 
( except eagl es Etnd ospreys in some i nst cnces), nnmel y : Ar :cansas, Georgia, 
Idaho, Maine, M3ryl and, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode I s la nd, and Virginia? 

If you accept the reco mmendatl on of th e Nat i om,l Audubon Society con.,. 
cerning a l aw which provi des pro~~ect~.on for all hr:1wks and cwl~, exC'ept 
wher e a l and occupant can j t~sti fy cl -'.:lims of pr ecl~+.ion on poult:i:-y by th ese 
birds, you .msy be r ec::dy to t,cm:;j de·t wJys and m,3A~1s of per 9 l<'(Ung our St ate 
Legi sl at or s to change Cal ilo ri.1i ':1 :,.aw . In t.he Ass8rJ:.:1.;r t he chc:-i.r.omn of the 
Fi sb and G3me Com.mi :,tee :: s :ii';'.'c.:-.k :t' . Eelctt;!. o~ Elll 9k!:! • .:-P.d ii.1 t ile Se:1ate 
t he chuirman is F.d. IJ. J ,:,hnson cf M;.1:,:;{sv::i.l: e, i .. ::;_+;l-10 , ... gh the 1955 l egisl ative 
sessio n has conclu ded, it i s +,i fl'le t o beg~:1 the camp;,•J.gn for a chengc in 
th e l aw which provi des pr ot ection for pr edat ory bird s , namely, Sect i ons 
1175 and 1176. 

from 
Circular No. 26, 11Western Hawks," has been obtain ed /: the Pacific 

Coast Office of NAS, ~nd is enclosed for you to re ad and study. 



NEWS AND VIDiS FROM THE EDITOR'S pESK 

SHOULD CALIFORNIA REVISE ITS PROTECTION LAWS FOR HAWKS ,~ND OVLS? 

In the next issue of THE AVOCET considerntion will be given to how 
to conduct a hawk and owl camp~igno · If you wish to express an opinion 
conc erning the course of action our Conserv ation Committee and Society 
sh ould take, send y our st etement to the editor before August 20th. 

CONGfu~TULATIONS, MR. PRESIDENTt 

The cover photograph on the May-June, 1955, issue of Audubon Magazine 
was t aken cit CeU.fo rnia .Audubon Camp by John Harville, Santa Cl ar<R Val ley 
Audubon Societ y ts new prexy. 

THE WOOLS HAVE BEEN IN OUR EYES 

Did you notice the feature story in the June 30th issue of the 
San Jose News concer ning the Al Wool family's pet sp arrow hawk? 

The .magazine section of the San Jose Mercurv-News for Jul y 12th 
ccrried n color photogr f'}il of a fledgling Golden Eagle holding a king 
sn ake as th e cover page , t nd a feature story, "They're For fhe Birds," 
tol! ether wF ,h holf n dozen pic tures showing Al Wool , Homer Peterson, and 
£r I •~ '::.':10rs e~ ::i.n nction as th ey plJ_:o·.:,.e t he ir hobby of photogr:iphing 
m-Lura l l: ::_c ·:.:.o:ty on :.6 mm. mo,r:'..e. 1'~.] .m,, 1,J_ ! s s ele ction a s on of fi ci al bird 
cou nte r fo r the .i:1ud~bon Soci etj'; and p:..~esent2tion of his moving pictures 
at Audubon conventions , are mentj_oned in th e r.rtic le . 

REPRIN'IS FROM THE FLYING EGRET ( l-1. BULLETIN FOR BRANCHES AND aFFILI ATES 
OF THE NnTI0N,1L AUDUBON SOCIETY) 

1 Flying Egret' · Pins for Members 

The Na t io nal Audubon Society announces th nt attrPctive pins 
can now be purch ase d a t the P3cif ir. Coest Off i ce. These pi ns bear 
a r epr oduc t ion of the popu~_ar fl;rin g egr et en,hj_ern. Tl-ie ·nhi t,,g egre t 
is set on a b ackgr ou .1d of hc1rd- -f:i..red b l ue en ame:1. , P!'.:.ce s of the 
pi n.s ar e : st er l i ng silv er, ~~2,,00; g·Jlo-: •illed ., :B2 ,00r 1r, kara ·.::. ,zold, 
$5 ,00~ These price s include federal tax, The p:'..ns are 0!1e--hnlf 
ine;h in di ;:imeter an d heve a s '"lfet y- clesp. In s c:r::_oed on tl10 b rick 
are the words: "Nati onal J.\1J.duoon Soci e t y Member.,: The pins ,1re 
avai l ~bl e to Na ti onal Aud~bon Vembers onl,y. Pacific Coa st Office 
is loc r ted : t 2426 Ban croft Way in Berkeley. 

United Cons erv ation Fund, Inc. 

The N:;ti onal Audubon Society believes that you should be advised 
th at it is not particip ating in th e fund-raising drive under th e 
above title, and th c1t~ to its knowled ge, the following oth er nation al 
conserv ati on org anj_z;, t i ons ha ve not jo :tned in it eH,h er: Amer i can 
Forestry Assoc irti on , Americ an Nature Asso cir.-,tio:1 . Cons erv ['ti on 
Educ ,-ition Ass ocJ ation, The Cons e~.•v,'.'tion Fot1!1dt.>tion, I ZElAk W ,']:!_ ton 
Leagu e of Americ [~j N"' tional Wi: .d:?.~f e Fcde".'nt.itin, and Soil Cons ervotion 
Soci ety of AmerJ::.@, ____ __________________ _ 

N.B. A new Public atL 1n ,St gff is in t l1?. p:t' Jc es H o:~· be ing orgrniz ed. Will 
Luick will be t he edi ·~o:t· and cu~ t l::.G s te'1 d .:s; Dr, a r,d Mrs . Dick 
Mewaldt will oper a te ·che nri 1ne•Jsra; /1 mc1c:hine; and, llrs. Lester Brubaker 
will h 2ndl e circul a tion r esponsibilitie s. 


