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THE AVOCET 

Bulletin ~f the Santa Cl ara V~lley AuQubon Society ________________ _ 

PRFS IDE.i~T I S MESSAGE 

In November 1953 we welcomed Hrs, Charles w. Doe a s edit or of our bulletin, 
It is with re gret and a sen se of loss that we mus t now accept her resi gna tion. We 
are grate fu l to tiirs. Doe--n ow affe ct ionate l y known to u s as :tviimi--for all th e fine 
editorial work she di d on The Avo cet, and for t he friendly &.nd he l pfu l way she 
did it, Thank you very much , i'1imi. 

This ye ar th e Pacific Coa s t Audubon Conve nti on will aga i n be held a t Asi l omar. 
The date set is April 2-S, Satu rda y t hro u?h Tue sd ay . A fine pro gra rn of t.aL'k.s, 
nature films, disp l ays , P..nd f i e ld trips has be e n planned . A copy of the p:~ogram 
has reached you or will wit h t his bulletin , Let 's ha ve a good r epr esentat::.on at 
th e conv ent ion! Asilomar is a be autiful pl a ce , and peo pl e who come to the c onven 
ti on ~re fun to be with , If you want a r e gistrat:;__on blank writ e for it to National 
Audubon Society, 2426 Bancroft Way, Berkel ey 4, Calif ,, or call Els ie Hoeck in 
San Jose (CY5-l410). 

Elsie D. Hoe ck 

MARCH- APRIL CAL~ND.AR 
MEETINGS 

Board Mee{i ng, Tuesday, MRrc h 1, at 8:0 0 p .m., in Room 210 , Science Building, 
San Jos e State College , 

No r egu l ar March mee tin g , th e Screen Tour takin g its place , 

Audubon ScreGn Tour, the fourth for this seas on , comes Mond2y, March 7, when 
Fran . Wilharn Hal l pr e se nt s "Sout h to Siesta Land, 11 a color Jll'r!tion pictur e of 
Mexico , Not th e Mexico of modern ci t i es , but co l or ful out- of-the-way vill age s, 
countr yside, and wilde rn e ss, alon g th e tropic coas t a l plain and hi gh in t o the 
mo1-u1tain uplands , wher e birds , insects, an ima l s , and th e shy proud nativ e Indians 
liv e in a const ant cl irr.ate of e t ern al spr in g . 

The Screen to ur wi ll be pn rnen t ed. at 8 :00 p .m. in Hor ri s Dail ey Audito rium, 
San Jos e St at e Coll e ge , Si ngl e tick ets, for t l!osG who do no t have season tic kets , 
are 85 cents (stud ents 55 cents) , and will be on sal e at the door. 

The last Audubon Scre e n Tour, t hi s se ason , will c ome on Monday, April 4, at 
8:00 p.m. in }'!orr i s DaH ey Audi t orium, Olin Sewal Pet t::.ngil l, Jr. will pr e se nt 
his 11Tip 0 1t he Mi t t en. 11 As su mmer instructor at Univ e rsit y of Michigan Bl0 l ogic al 
Station at Cheboyg;m (at th e t ip of t hat pa rt of Ni chi gar:1 known as the 11Mii.ten . 11) , 

Dr . Pettingill pro duc ed a document ary story of natur e sc i ::mt ists and th e i :c pr oj ec ts. 
This is c1n a ll color .Audubon Scre en Tour t ha t combin e s educ ati onal content with 
fin e ent ert a i nme nt, Si ngle admission tickets will be on sale at th e door . 

Regular April Meeting, Mond ay , April 11 , at 8 :00 p . m. in Room 118 of the new 
Engj_neering Buildi ng of San Jos 8 State Coll e ge . This new bu il din g is loc ated on 
the eas t s id e of 7th St r ee t, the second bui ldin g south of San F8r nand o Str ee t. 
Par ki ng he r e is l ess of a problem than at th e Sc i enc e Bui l din g , 

Mr . Kenneth :J. Morris on , Di r e ctor of Pnbl ic Rel ati ons at r~ati onal Audubo n 
Society Headquar t ers ani Edi tor of Audub on MagGzine , wi l l be our speak e r. This 

. will be a fin e oppo rtunity to ge t be tt e r acquaint ud wi t h the ~)ro gra1, and phi l osophy 
of the Nationa l Society , Come and brin g your in t ~re s t ed fr i ends , At th is t:ime we 
ar e not ce rt a in but 'bel i eve '.hr. 1'1orrison will have fil. "ns showing -wor k of 3oci c ty . 



FIELD TRIPS, There will be more tri ps durin g March and April, so that more _members 
will be able to come and enjo y sprin g birds and wild flowers. Call Mrs. Herbert c. 
Wittgenstein evenings, El gato 4-9420, if you have questions about the trips. 

MARCH 

Wednesday Morning Bird Trip, March 9, to the Guadalupe Mines area, with Miss 
Emily Smith as leader. Meet at 8:30 a.m., at corn er of San Jose-Los Gatos Road 
(Highway 17) and Shannon Road, near Los Gatos. 

Sunday, March 13, to Hidden Villa Ranch in foothills west of Los Altos, where 
Mr. Frank Duveneck wi.11 lead us over beautiful woodland tr ails on his pr operty . 
To re ach the ranch take first railroad cros s in g sou.th of Los Altos at El Monte Ave. 
Follow si gns to Adobe Creek Lodge. Hidden Villa Ranch is about a mile further, 
on same side of Moody Road, with lar ge iron gate and olive grove. Meet th ere at 
8:30 a.m. We will drive in and park by Youth Host el (first house on right). 
Bring Lunch. · 

Wednesday Mornin g1 March 23, to Holly Lodge Farm, 3789 Woodside Road, through 
court esy of Dr . and Mrs. Harold G. Ray. Landscaped grounds, farmland , and a creek 
thr ough woodland off er a variety of birds . Mrs. Ransom K. Davj_s is plannin g the 
trip. Meet her in fron t of Caldwell's Store in Woodside at 8:30 a .m. 

Saturday, March 26, to Mr. T. T. Tourtillott 's pla ce , 11Coon Hollow," and from 
there to Costa Ranch :in the San Felip e Creek ar ea (weather permitting) . Meet the 
lead er , Miss Elsie Hoeck , at 8 :00 a .m. in San Jos e at corner of E. San Carlos and 
5t h Street, by th e coll ege campus. Brin g lunch. 

APRIL 

Saturday, Apri l 9, Dr. and Mrs. James A. Cutting w1ll l ead us on an easy walk 
throu gh deli ghtful countryside in the foothills near Saratoga , with a visit to 
Woodshill Ranch, the home of Mrs. Fr emont Older . Meet at 8:30 a. m. on the Saratoga
Sunnyval e Road (Highway 9) at Prospect Road, about halfway between Sarato ga and 
Cupertino. Brin g lunch . 

Wednesd ay Morning, April 13, to Mr s . F. Wesl ey Wri ght's garden in Athert on 
Heighte, where we el ways have good birding. Mrs. Wri ght is plenning a l ei sur ely 
walk to near by Bear Gulc h Reservoir. Meet at Hrs. Wri 6ht I s home at 540 Atherton 
Ave . (Extension) at 8:45 a .m. or, if you are uncertain about finding your way, 
at s . P. Station in Palo Alto at 8 :30. 

Week- end Camping Trip, April 16-17, to Arroyo Seco in Mont erey County, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Charle s H. Anderson . This is beautifu l country off t he beaten track . i.'1eet at 
9:00 a .m. on th e Salinas- Monterey Hi ghway at the north end of the bridge over the 
Salinas River (about 4 miles sout h of Salinas). Ther e is a eucalyptus grove there 
where th e Anderso ns al ways show us nes ting All en Hrunmin gbirds. The Andersons will 
meet l ate -com~rs at 6 :00 p.m. at Fred's Camp in Arroyo Seco Canyon, which is about 
21 miles west of Sol edad; also on Sunday at 9:00 a .m. Or you can ask Fred for 
dir ections t o the Liv ings ton Cabin, where we shal l spend the night . Ther e are half 
a dozen beds (no bedding) and pl enty of camping spac e . Bring f ood for all meals . 

Sunday, !_pril 24, we will explor e new te rr itory on th e beautiful Is enberg 
Ranch on tho Skyline Blvd. Meet l eader (Herbert Wit tgen st ein) at 8 :30 a .m. at 
Sar rto a Gap, or at 8:45 on Skyli.~e Blvd. at entr ance t o pri vate ro ad to I senbe r g 
Ranch (on west sid e and sign ed) , 4 .6 miles south f r om Skyline-La Honda junct ion. 
Bring lunch. 

Field Trips continued on next pa_ge 



Wednesday Mt,rning1 J\pril 27. to Palo Alto Yacht Ha.rbor area. 
led by Dr. and Mrs. M. R. Kirkwood. With the spring migration a.t 
there should be a ·maximum number of shore birds present. Meet at 
Bay shore Highway and Embarcadero Road at &:JO a.m. 

The ~ip will bf 
or near ;$.ts peak 
intersection of · 

Saturday, April 30,a wild flower trip to the east side of Mt. Hamilton, with 
Dr. Carl Sharsmith of San Jose ~tate College. We shalt follow San Antonio Valley 
Road to the Arroyo Bayo where, if the season ie right, there should be wonderful 
displays of wild flowers. Meet at 9:00 a.m. on top of Mt. Hamilton, at parking 
area at the Lick Observatory (at look-out, by building housing the old 60-inch). 
Bring lunch. 

Manetta Wittgenstein 

EDI'IORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT ' 

The F.ditorial Committee joins the Board of Directo sin expressing sinbere 
regret on the occasi6n of the announcement of Mrs. Char es W. Doe's resignation 
as editor of The Avocet. The Society loses an editor ·of imaginative creativity 
and quiet efficiency. The members'will miss her inimitable style and sparkling 
humor as expressed in Y'Quills and Pinfeather-a." Mimi's layout of the bulletin 
has improved its readability. Whenever Mrs. Doe feels that she can undertake 
publication re~pom~ibilities again, the Cpmip.ttee will · ·.,elcome her return. 1 

~ 
I 

The bulletin you are reading is the product of a pro tem staff composed of 
Emily Smith, who put the material tog.ether, and ,Janice nnd Will Luick, operators 
of the Society's mimeograph machine. Gr.ace Brubaker continues as circulation 
manager. If you want to continue to receive your bimonthly bulletin, one of you 
members is needed to volunteer to serve as editor. The etatement is blunt, but 
the problem is pointed: 

As soon as a new-editor steps forward and a publication staff is organizeq, 
the mimeograph m~chine will be moved to its new home with Dr. Richard Mewaldt, who 
has generously offered to ho,use and operate it, in cooperation with the Board of 
Director's efforts to economize. 

I 

Volunteers, please contact the chairman of the Editorial Committee, or any 
one of the officers! 

Will Luick 
Chairman, Editorial Committ·ee 

ATTENTIONl ,Hav~ you moved? It is time to order new mail-atd stickers, so please 
notify us . of afy chan~es you wish made. This will insuz.-t, the oull~tin' s reac;:hing 
you during the coming year. A postcard to Circulation Manager, Mrs. Grace Bruba~er, 

· 191 Mt. Vi~w Ave., San Jose 27, or a phone call to CL8-2239 will do. 
J 

OFFICERS 

President•••••• Miss Elsie D. Hoeck, 55 So. 6th St., Apt.. 105, :;an Jose 12 
Vice- ,President • Dr. Malcolm Milu.er, Anatomy Dept., Stanford Universit,Y, Stanford 
Secretary•••••• Miss Lynn Robbins, Anatomy1 Dept., Stanford University, Stanford 
Treasurer•••••• Mrs. Charles J. Zwaal, 487 Clifton Ave., San Jose 28 
Membership Chairman • Mrs. I~ _g W. Snow,_ ~1441 Roaring Water Way, Los 

Bits of Bird News~ to fill up the page. Allen's Htmmrlngbirds have arriv~d from the 
south~ Lina Snow reP?rts one at syrup feeder at Aldercroft Heights, February 9, and 
Marjorie Davis another in her garden in Menlo Park, Februiµ"Y 13. A resident Anna's 
Hummingbird was collecting anemone cotton in F.mi.ly Smith's garden near Los Gatos, 
February 17. During January s.nd February J'l4iette Jo_'les has had, among wintering 
Gold~n-orowned Sparrows in her garden near Los Gatos, two White-throated Sparrows. 


