
Vol. 1. No 10 October 1954 

THE AVOCET 

Bulletin of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 

PRESIDENT' S .MESSAGE 

Please note the important discussion coming up for a vote at our next meeting . The 
Board of Directors has advised the membership to conside r incorporation of our 
society . Come to the meeting to consider the wisdom of this and give us the benefit 
of your thinking . 

The October issue of Holiday Magazine contains an interesting article by Donald 
Culross Peattie on the National Audubon Society. From a statement of Audubon phil 
osophy quoted in part in this article are these words; I would call them to your 
attention , 11We dedicate ourselves to the pleasant task of opening the eyes of young 
and old that all may come to enjoy the beauty of the outdoor world , and to share in 
eonserving its wonders forever . " 

Congratulations to Charles and Viola Pnderson on their article on Hummingbirds in 
the National Audubon Magazine for July -August , 1954. Its title is 11At Home with 
the Allen ts Hummingbird. 11 

Elsie D. Hoeck 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 

MEETINGS: 
Board Meeting : Tuesday , October 5 , at 8 p .m. in the Science Building at San Jose 
State College . 2nd floor . 

Regular Meeti~ ; Monday, Oct. 11, in the Junior Museum at Community Center in 
Palo Alto at p.m. The program will be an illustrated lecture by Mr. John P. 
Figg -Hoblyn of the Stanford University Natural Museum, entitled 11Here and There in 
Baja California . " Visitors are welcome. 

FIELD TRIPS: 

Sunday, Oct . 10., 1954, to Mt. Madonna Park with Margaret Hudson as leader . Meet 
the group at 5th and San Carlos Sts ., in San Jose at 8 a .m. or join the group at 
9:15 a .m. at the entrance to Mt. Madonna Park . The Park is located on the summit 
of Hecker Pass on highway 152, the Gilroy to Watsonville road . We will stop 
several places in the Park , will eat lunch there (bring your own) and return over 
the Ridge Road through the Loma Prieta area . 

Friday , Oct. 15, a Morning Field Trip led by Grace Brubacker will scout the East 
Foothills area for the winter visit cmts which should have arrived by this date . 
If the weather is inviting , Mrs . Brubacker suggest s , bring a lunch and plan on a 
picnic in the park . Meet at the junction of A]um Rock and Meguilito Ave. just 
above the Country Club, at 8:30 a .m, 

Saturday , October 23, Mr. and Mrs. Cnarles Meuser will lead the group on a Sears
ville Park trip , Meet at the Palo Alto S, P, Station at 8 :30 a .m. Anyone desiring 
transportation may call Mrs. Meuser at DA 2- 4450. 

November 21, Sunday to Los Banos Bird and Grune Refuge with Al Wool. This is one 
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of the ''must" field trips offered each year to the soci4lty, In November, the ponds, 
stubble fields and canals of this refuge harbor an exciting variety of migrants and 
some resident birds who make this flyway oasis their home, Meet at Tiny' s Cafe in 
Los Banos at 8:30 a.m. for bre akfast. Be at the Refuge at 9:30 a,m, Bring lunch. 
Trip will be cancelled if it is rainin g in San Jos e before time to leave for Los 
Banos. Allow one and one-half hours drivin g time from San Jose to Los Banos. 

SCREEN TOURS: 

The Scr een Tours start Wednesday, October 27 at 8 p.m. at the Morris Dailey Audi
torium, The first presentation will be William H. Wagoner Jr,ts 11Wanderland11• 

Watch for further announcements in the newspapers. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMEN'.1?: 

The Golden Gate Audubon Society Inc , cordially invites the members of the Santa 
Clara Valley Audubon Society to attend an open meeting in the Morrison Auditorium 
of the California Academy of Sciences , Golden Gate Park , on Thursday evening , 
October 14, at 7:30 p,m. 

Dr, A, St arker Leopold, well known autho rity i n the field of wildlife management., 
will speak on the subject, 11The •Balance of Nature ' Concept" . 

Their President , Dorothy Dean Scott (Mrs, Frank A. Scott) hopes to see a good num
ber of Santa Clar a Valley Audubon members present to hear Dr, Leopold and to 
share the fe llo wship with members of other groups . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society takes pleasure in announcing a list of new 
members and extends a cordial weloome to t hem. 

Mrs, Lorraine M. Gaul, 763 De Soto Drive , Palo Alto 
Mrs, Marion Hoye, 415 Laurent St ,, Santa Cruz, California 
Mrs, Mary Qt Keefe ., 45 North 8th St ,, San Jose 12 
Reverend Lorin A, Paull Jr ,., 563 Miramonte Ave ., Palo Alto 
Mrs. Donald E, Richardson, 866 San Jude Ave,, Palo Alto 
Miss Danise Smoker, 3027 Julio Ave,, San Jos e - Student Member. 

OFFICERS 

President : Miss Elsie D, Hoeck, 55 - 6th St •. , Apt, 105., San Jose 
Vice- Pres id ent: Dr, Malcolm Miller , Stanford Univ ers ity 
Secretary: Miss Lynn Robbins ., Dept, of Anatomy, St anford University 
Treasurer : Mrs. Charles Zwall ., 478 Clifton Ave,., San Jose 
Membership Ch: Mrs, Irvin g Snow, 21441 Roaring Water Way, Los Gatos 

Board members: Mrs, George Bottini ., Frruik Cantu , John Harville , Dr, H.B. Humphrey. 
Bulletin Editor: :r.1rs. Charles Doe, 70 Kirby Plac e , Palo Alto 
Assoc , Editor: Miss Christine Tapley , Kingsc ote , Stanford University 
Circulation mamager : Mrs, Lester H, Brubake r, 191 Mountain View Ave., San Jos e 271 

California 

SEPTEMBER REVIBW 

The regular meeting of the Society on Sept . 13., held in San Jose produced a reoord 
turnou t , and was an auspicious beginning to the new season, The progra:~ at th ese 
regular meetings represent thought and considerable effort on the part of the 
society 's Vice -Pr esident and program chairman , Dr, Mal Mill er . Evidently the 
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members are beginning to realize that they are too good to miss. 

At a special Board of Directors meeting held that same date official action was 
taken on several matters of importance. 

Dr. Richard Mewaldt was appointed to the Board filling a recently created vacancy, 
The proposal that the Santa Cl8ra Audubon Society join with Sequoia Audubon aDd 
National Audubon in a sanctuary project involving salt marsh land in San Mateo 
County and Alameda County was rejected. It was decided that field trips shall 
be limited to three per month. It was dee.idea that two of the regular monthly 
meetings of the soci ety shall be held at Los Gatos between November and May, 1955. 

A resolution that the Audubon Society of Santa Clara County shall incorporate for 
reasons of protection of its members, was passed and this proposition is scheduled 
for presentation at the October meetinc. 

It is necessary that the proposed amendments and additions to the By-Laws be voted 
on by the members at the next regular meeting of the society . The propositions 
are as follows: 

PART 1 - VO'IE ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LA.WS 

Approved at the June meeting of the Board of Directors and read at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society, the following proposed amendments to the By-Laws will be 
acted upon by the members present and voting at the October regular meeting of the 
Society: 

Proposition A - Amend Article VIII, Section 11, by inserting the words THE AVOCET 
in the blanks in the sentences reading as follows: 11I t shall by the duty of the 
Editorial Committee to plan, organize, and arrange, for prompt, economical issu
ance, under high editorial standards, of the information publication of the 
Society issued under the name of--:-=-,,_-,...,...,,---~...,,..,,----' and for its 
effective distribution. The Editorial Committee shall prepare rules and practices 
covering the distribution of ------------~to libraries and insti
tutions , or individuals, not participating members of the Society; and rules cover
ir..g the preservation of ref erence and office copies, and of binding; all such rul es 
shall be approved by the Board of Directors and shal l be maintained on file by th e 
Sommittee available for reference, and for the guidance of successors and members 
generally. 11 

Explanation of Proposition A - 'When the By-Laws were revised, the name of the pub
lication had not been determined . Blanks were l eft in Section 11 of Article VIII 
for the future insertion of the name of the publicationr The recent contest to 
select a name for the bulletin •provided the title. The Publication Standing Rules 
have already been amended, and the September issue of THE AVOCET has placed the 
new title into use. Amending the By-Laws will complete the necessary parliamen
ta ry action . 

Proposition B - Amend Article v, Section 1, by adding the following sentence: "In 
the event a meeting of special interest to this Society shall be scheduled in the 
area served by this Society during the week preceding, the week of, or the week 
succeeding a regular meeting of the members of this Society, the President, upon 
the recommendation of the ·chairman of the Program Committee, with the approval of 
the Board of Directors, may substitute the special-interest meeting for the regular 
meeting, provided that the members of this Society shall be notified by mail or in 
the publication of the Society in sufficient time. rr 

Exp+anation of Proposition B - During the 1953-1954 ~erm of Vice-President Dr. 
Malcolm Miller,.who was also chairman of the Progr am Committee, Dr. Miller sug
gested that something be done to relieve the calendar congestion brought about by 
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the scheduling of a regular meeting, a Board of Directors' meeting, an Audubon 
Screen Tour, and field trips within a week's time. The Beard of Directors referred 
his request to the By-Laws Committee for recommendation. The proposed amendment 
was developed to ease the scheduling problem of the Program Committee. 

PART 2 - SHALL THE SOCIETY INCORPORATE? 

The question of incorporation for the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society is not 
a new proposal. Many times in past years individual members and/or groups of mem
bers have advocated the action, 

The subject was brought into focus again becaus e ,,f an opportunity to join a 
sanctuary project with the Sequoia Audubon Society and the National Audubon Soci ety. 
The project would involve the signing of contracts (use permits) with the industrial 
firms owning the proposed sanctuary lands, and would require the carrying of public 
liability insurance -by the thre e Audubon groups, 

The Sequoia Audubon Society has already taken legal steps toward incorporation. 

The Board of Dir ectors sought the legal opinion of Mr. Henry Hill with refer
ence to the advisability of incor por ation and the legal accept ability of the 
several contr act s under consid eration. Mr. Hill strongly r ecommended incorporation, 
and personally offer ed to pr epare the necessary legal documents and to pay the 
necessary fees if th e Soci ety determined to proceed wit h the action • 

. Although the Board of Directors rejected the propos ed sanctuary project at the 
special meeting, Sept ember 13th, it passed a resolution recommending t hat the mem
bers of the Society decide favorably upon incor poration at the October regular 
meeting. 

Principal arguments in favor of incorpor ation inclu de the following: (1) In
corporation would reli eve any member, present or future, of financial liability 
beyond the resources of the Soci ety. (2) Incor poration would assur e continuation of 
th e SQciety from year to year, (3) I ncorpor ation would be necessary if the Society 
expects to own prop erty or be eli gibl e for gifts or bequests. 

Principal arguments in opposition to incorporation include the following: (1) 
Incorporation is unncessary; the members' financial li ability beyond the resourc es 
of th e Soci et y is exa gger at ed. The pr esent policy of placin the respon sibilit y of 
insuranc e protection upon the driver of a fi eld trip car is working satisf actoril y . 
(2 ) The Societ y has been in exist ence for many years and shows no signs of goin g 
out of exist ence. (3) Incorpor ation would incr ease the cost per member per year; 
dues would prob ably have to be increas ed, or some kind of money-raising scheme 
undert aken, 

Come to the October regular meetin g if you want to express your opinion with 
ref er ence to incorpor ation! 

Will Luick 
Chairman, By-Laws Committee 



SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON .c:ocIE TY 

Special fnnounce ments 

"MOON WATCHPJG" 

On the nights o.f Octo ber J., 2, 3, 4, and 5 th er e w.Lll be observation posts in 
operatio n at Los Ga+,os, San Jos e .State Coll ege, the Pal o Al to Yacht Harb or, and t .he 
:-:::~.s t Foothills of San Jose . Observe r s and Recorders ar e neede d at a ll the post s . 
I.f you ca:-i help with t his int er es ting and important pr oje ct call one of t he follo v::in ::'. 
per son s . 

Los Gatos Sta tion . Emily Smith, ELgat o 4-2L9Lr 
San Jose ,'?tat e Coll ege . Charle s Sib ley , ELgato 4- 1+429 
East Foothills ~tation. Gr ace Br ubaker, Clayburn 8-22 89 
Palo Alto Yacht Harbo r . Les Sl eepe r, DAvenpcrt J- 9370 

The compari son of "fl ight densi t :Les" betwe en th e various ., ':.ati ons will yield 
info r mat io n on th e r elati onship bet ween top ogra phic f0at ur es mid migratory "flyways 11• 

You can hel p if you can (1) SEE, (2) WRITE, or (3) make coffee ? 

The ni ght of Thurs day , Oct ober 2 is th e 11targ et night 11 for t he all - nigh t watch. 
Stations all over the Unit ed Stat es will be watc h Lng all th at nigh t. Statio ns will 
remain activ e on Octobar 1, J, 4, and S for as l ong ao th er e ar c willin g helpers 
,:wailable . 

SCREEN TOURS 

A SCREEN TOUR-'3 WORJ( r!EETING will be held on ~•londay evening , Octobe r 6 at 7 :Ju 
p .m. in Room 222, Scien ce Bldg . , San Jose St at e Coll ege . Envelopes must be 
addr essed and 9cr een Tour folders plac ed in them . Rr in g your fountain pen or 
t ypewriter and th e names of persons you th i nk may be i nt •.:.r es t ed in t hE: Scre en Toun ;. 

Refr es hments wil l be ser ved af t er the work is done . 

1Nilbur Lui ck, Scr e::m Tours Chai r mi:!n 

OCTOBER ~'.EETING 

The regular October meetin<?: of the Santa Cl ara VaJ.1ey Audubon Society wil l bo 
held on Monday, October 13, 1952 at P:00 p . m. in Room 210, Sci ence Bl dg . , San Jos e 
St ate Coll ege . The pr ogr am 'Nill cor.c:ist of several mot ion pic t ur es on bi rd s which 
will l ast about one hour . The f i l ms wer e r ecentl y acqui r ed by 8an Jose State and 
wi ll show many i:;pecies of 11/,:.)stJrn bir ds in t h~i r nati. ve surround i ngs . 

Charles Sibl ay , Program Chai r man 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * w * * * * * * 
The r et urn of wint eri ng "cr owned" sparrows , Fox 8parr ows, and ot her seed- eate rs 

will cause many Audubon Soci et y member s to la y in a suppl y of f ea d f or th e ir dooryard 
fl ock . Suet for chick ad2-is , sunfl ovier seeds fo r titmice, and seeds f or tha ground 
f or aging sparro ws . 

The cheape st wild bLrd s0,ed. we know of is 11v:at e:r - gr ass 11 se ed ':,hich may be 
obta in ed fro m Jay ' s Pet and Garden !=:hop, 668 Li ncoln .c::t. , San Jos e . 'I'h3 seed is 
.l , 75 per 100 lb s . with a 10% dis count to Audubon foci ,~t y mcmhers , 


