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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The annual meetin g of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society pr e sents 
the opportunity to our members a nd t ho ir off i cers of acknowledgin g the 
gene rous efforts of t hose who have serv ed th e or ganization in the past 
and of encouragin g ot he rs to follow th eir example in the future. 

our sincere appreciation and thanks go out to the first grou p , with an 
equally sincere i nv itation to the second group to give of their ti me 
in t he coming year. They will enjoy the pleas ure and satisfaction that 
is inseparable from activities on beh al f of the society. 

Field trips dont just "happen". They are car efully planned by committee 
members and volunt ee rs. Lead er s oft en s e cure per1nssions to visit 
private grounds or r e stricted areas not open to the pub lic. These 
volunteers scout t he trip in advance and write a re port for the record. 

The same ex penditure of t h ou~ht for you has been made by other 
volunteers who see th a t you have a mont h ly bullet in to read, and that 
it r ea ches you at your current addre ss . Monthly programs ar c arran ged 
for your meetings and a monthly board meetin g conducts t he bu sine ss of 
t he or 8anization. Many.members give their time to committee mee ti n5s, 
see that you ha ve an up to date co nsti t u tion and a receipt f or du os . 

Althou gh-there are many in th e or gan ization contributin g towards its 
pro [~r ams, some with ye a rs of suc h ser vic e on th e ir r e cord, our society 
is Gro wi n8 and need s mor e of you pa rt i ci patin i . Some of you are 
new-c omers and your tal Emts ar e unknown . Be assu r ed t he y cou ld be 
used to the gr ea t benefit of a ll t he membors. 

We need all who can help on committ e e ; who will volunt ee r to le ad 
field tri ps or donate a sp e cial skill - t ypin g and stencil cuttin g 
would be espe ci a ll y we lc omed . Wont you let us know what you will do 
as your share in t l1e develo pment of our so ci e ty? 

Elsie D. Hoec k 

JUNE CALENDAR 

I.IEETIITGS 

Annual I.1cetinr;, i\ionday, June 14 
G:30 p . m. Hec t for pic nic su ppe r 

( bring your own food) at picnic tables ne a r est t he Junior Nuseum 
a t Alum Rock Park, San Jose. Coffe e will be provided ( Drin g your 
own cup ). 
7:30 p . m. Annual Meetin g in the Junior r:Iuseum . Nomination and 
election of nevi officers, Pro e;ra r.1 by st a ff r.ieri1bers of t he Ju ni or 
1.luseum . 

For any who wish , there is good bi rdin g avail ab le before supper . We 



page two 

have met previously about 4 o'clock for t h is at the picnic place. 
There is no designated leader, each member is on his own. 

Field Trips 
On Saturday, June 12, Harriet Mundy will lead the group 

through the Lazy Day Ranch back of Palo Alto. Meet at Merrivale 
Antique Shop, Portola Rd. at 8:30 a.m . 

STUDEin GRODP ACTIVITIES 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS: 
Accompanied by Dl"·• Miller,. a 11 ttle band braved 

the cold and wind on May 8 to explore the Westridge area . They found 
the nests of bush-tit, chestnut~backed chickadee, Ore gon junco, plain 
tit mouse and the young of a lark sparrow family. Also observed were: 
house finch, bluebird, gre en-backed goldfinch, brown towhee, meadow
lark,·sparrow hawk, Brewer 's blackbird; robin, lark sparrow, Oregon 
Junco, violet-green sparrow , scrub jay, California quail, California 
woodpecker, spotted towhee,' ash-throa tod flycatcher . plain ti t r.10use, 
mourning dove, son g sparrow, pileolat ed warbler, bush- t it, western 
flycatcher, warbling vireo, Bewick 1 s wren, Western gnatcatcher, 
Anna's hununingbird, chestnut-backed chickadee and s reat horned owl. 
tur ke y vulture, flick er, Townsend's warbler , Allan's hummingbird. 

George Bennett 

Saturday, May 29, to Searsville Lake 
About ten members t urned out bright and enrly · Saturday morning 

for this trip. Under the leadership of Dr. Mill er, the group worked 
its way along the lake and around the nearby hills. · The following ' 
species of birds vrnre identified . Coot. black Phoebe; song spa rrow, 
red - winee d blackbird, Brewer's blackbird, Calif . jay, violet-Green 
swallow, cilff swallo w, barn swallow, bush - tit, gre at blue heron ( 4 
nests with youn g locat ed in tall syc amore trees), yellow -t hroated 
warbler , turkey vulture, black-head ed grosbeak, ash -t hroated flycatch
er, Greenb a cked goldfinch, Ore gon Jun co, h ouse finch, California qua il 
Anna'! hummingbi rd, pine siskin, sp arrow hawk, brown towhee, Hutton's 
vir eo, We st ern flycatcher, Western gnatcatcher. Not seen but heard were 
pileolated warbler, russ et - backed thrush, Bevlick's wren an d Weste rn 
wood pewee . Charlie nend . 

Saturday , April 24,Los Trancos Woods. 
JUne persons turned out for a ja un t thru the area. . 'rhe air v,as 

filled with music of numerous birds of v1hich Dr. Miller vms valuable 
in identifying. Of the 24 birds listed, 9 were in sone; with the little 
pi leol a.te d warbler's melody reach i ng our eurs most . A nest with 4 eggs 
of an Oregon Junco were discovered to the side of one of the trails by 
Lynn nobbins and another bird of this specie s rms s oon in the process 
of constructing a nest by two stud ent members . Our list: red-ta i led 
hawk, Calif . quai l, Anna's hu mrningbi rd, belted kin gfisher , a sh-t hro a t -
od fl yca tc he r, ·black Phoebe , olive-sided flycatcher , Stellar's jay 
plain ti tmottse, bush -ti t , v1hi te - br ea.s ted nttthn tch, wren-tit, Bewick' s 
wren, robin, ced ar waxv1ing , Hutton I s vireo, vmr b lin g vireo, black
thro n ted e;ray warbler, pileola.ted wo.rbler, purple finch, spotted tow
hee, brown towhee, an d the Oregon junco. 

Jerry Buzzell 



FIELD TRIPS REPORTED FOR MAY 

Charl e s and Vio l a Anderson wrote that it was regrett ab le only five 
members were able to attend on the delightful mornini;r at the Hatton 
Ranch i n Cal era Canyon on April 24. The group met at

0

the eucalyptus 
grove near the Salinas River bridge where nests of Allen hummingbirds 
were vie wed at clo s e ran ee . Some of the tiny nests were built only 
one foot from the ground. Alo ne th e route to th e ranch, the larg es t 
bird in the area , th e golde n ea c l e , ua s seen on a power pole dnd in 
fli gh t pursued by a cro v,. nrs. Ea tt on vrc lco med all graciously; it was 
a ~r an d day to enj oy coffee i n the pa tio, to follow the trail up the 
canyon and·to admire unusual trees - pin us coulteri, Bi shop pine , Santa 
Lucia fir, Arizon a cyp r e ss and the flo wering fremonti a . Birds obs erved 
were: turkey vulture, red-tail ed hawk , 'golden ea c le,Calif. ·q ua il, 
white-t hro a ted swift , A.11na hummingbird , rufous hur11'11ingbird, All en's 
hurunin ~bird , red.:.s haf t ed flicker , a corn woodpec kor, Nut t a.11 woodpecke r, 
1.Ves te r n kin gbi rd, a sh -t hroa t ed flyc o.t che r, black Phoebe , Weste rn, 
fl-y-ca tch er, wood pevrne , §t e ll er I s j ay , ye llo vv- billed mn.gpie , cro w, 
ches tnut-back ed chickad ee ; pl':l.in tit mouse, bus h -tit house v1re n ; Bewick 1 s 
v,r en ,' California thrasher, West ern t3nntcatcher , Cedar waxwing , war bling 
vir eo, lut e s cent warbler, yellow'vmr b l er , pi leol n ted \7arb ler, meadov,lark 
Bullock oriol e , Brewer blackbir d , W0stern t anag er, bl ack - headed gros
benk,'la zu li buntin g , pur p le finch , h ouse finch, gre enbacked gold 
finch; Le.. wrence go ldfinch, .spotted towhee , brovm to whee, Ore.c;on 
junco, white -cro wned spa rro w, golden-cro wned sparro w an d son g sparrow . 

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Humphr ey led the grou p on Wedn es day morning , May 12, 
to Sea rsville Lake. Pa rt of t he c ro up went on to the hillside fro m 
\7hich one sees gre o.t blue herons nesting and the y felt wel l re pa id•for 
the eff ort. These birds were seen : viol e t - green sYmllo w, 'ul u8bi r d , 
a corn -wood peck er, red - win ged bl a ckbird , Brewer 's b lac kbi rd, hous e 
finch , ·bl a ck Phoebe, yello w-t hroat , ~reat blue·heron , coot, brown · 
tovrhee , Americ an goldf i nch, pileolnted vrn.r b l er, lutesc en t warbl er,' 
ru ddy duck, ye llo w warbler, Ant hony's gr een heron , Co.lif. thrasher , 
Valley quail , wren-tit, olive-side d f l ycatcher, dovmy wood pecke r, 
mallard du ck , pi ed-billed gre be , gr ee n- backed goldfinch , ba rn swallow, 
meadowlark , son g sparrow , bush-tit. 

Herbe rt and Mo.ne tt e Witt genstei n t e ll us t ha t lovely sunshine favored 
t he field tri p to the Isenber g 1{nncb , 1.Iay 16, located on the west slope 
of the Coa st a l Ran~e . The t ur nou t of members an d cuests wo.s ver y 
good, nb out 40 p0 rsons app ear ed . · Upon arrival, beginners were able to 
get a close look at Cano.do. geese , svmn s, wood duc k s r.mndarin ducks an d 
oth er r o.r e bir ds . Some of t hese are he ld in coops a t the ra nch , others 
ar c free to swim on a smn.11 pond t here . They wat ched bl uebi r ds , 
ch ickadee s, violet - green swallo ws nnd cliff swallo ws feedinG their 
younG in b ird hous e s. Tho grou p t hen took n l e isur e ly and deli gh tfu l 
th r ee hou r s t r 0 11 over a trail of this beautif ul 20 00 ac re ranc h . 
~ith rollin g fields to one si de And mount ains lo pe cove r ed with c~appa r 
r a l, nad ro ne and oak trees on tho oth er, they had t he opp ort unity of 
seei ng nnd hea rin g nfilny b irds. One of t he hi gh l i ch ts were the l azu li 
buntin.:::; s which v.rer o ver y coo pern. tiv e . Dee r cro s sed tho pc.t h and sp rin g 
flowers added to t hei r enj oy""!llen t . Retu r ning from the walk , they hnd 
lunc l1. c..nd coffe e, a t a deli ghtful pic ni c spo t on n cre ek ; Obse rv ed vrere 
5rea t blue he ro n , :mallard , t ur•key vultur e , Cooper I s ho.wk, red-tailed 
hawk, Ca lif: qua il, coot, mour ni ng dove, Anna's hummingb ird, Allen's 
hummi ngbird, red-sh c..f't ed flic ke r, as h -t hro a ted fl ycat cher, black 
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F~oc~e , horned lurk , violet - green swallow , barn swallow , cli ff swallow , · 
Stelle r'.s jay, scrub•jay , chestnut - backed chickadee, titmouse, bush - tit, 
wren - tit , house wren ,· robin , Weste rn bluebird , solit a ry vireo,· vvo.rbl in c 
vireo , yel lo w warbler, pilcolated warbler , moadowl urk , redwin 6 , Brewer 
blackbird , lazuli bunting , pttrple finch , house finch , American go ld
finch, gr ee nbac ke d gold finch, spot ted t ov1hee, bro wn towhee , l ark 
spnrrow , Oregon junco, chippin g sparrow , song sparrow . 

With the permission of the City of San Pran cisco Water Company , through 
the cou:btesy of l'.Ir . Georee Davis, diviston supe rintendent , thirty 
members enjoyed th o pi-•i vilece of bj_rdine at Pi larci tos and Stone Dam 
res er voirs on Saturd ay , Mny 22 . It was perfect Hay TTeathe r , warm and 
clear . The la kes reflected the sky and the wooded shore Qnd the birds 
were in e ood ~oic e for the occ a sion . Alnong the sin ce rs identified were 
Bewic k 's wr en , bush - tit , · uren-tit, or anr.;e-cr ormed vmrb l cr , Vlestern 
flyc ntc he r, yello wt hro a t , and Ste ll er's jay . The inevitable red - tailed 
hawks were circlin e ov~r Pi l arcitos Lake ; viol et - 13roen swallows swoop 
ed bo.ck and forth over the wate r where s everal drake mnll a rds v,ere 
cruisin g . Although few wore aware of it , the·occ a sion wa s a specia l 
birt hday observo..nce for the le ader , :i,Iimi Doe , whose fn mi l y had been 
o.ssoci a ted with those l akes for many ye o..rs . So while bi:iocul ar~ were 
beinG focused on t ho birds , ·we were ch ocking to s ee if gold backed'fern 
still grow s were it used to , whet he r the trilium had seed pods yet , 
and if t he wild bl ee ding heart had flo wered . Everything is just as it 
us ed to be in our piG tai l days . The sword f ern , l ady f ern and delicate 
five finge r fern are as gree n and thick a s ever . Leaf y liver wort was 
comin g out in the moss on old tree trunks; th ere v,ere fairy bells and 
frin gecup and a lum root feather ing the ro adbank ne o.r Stone Dam; Close 
to them , in a shad y stret ch whore t r ee roots over hung the bo.nk , a West
ern flycatcher was brooding on a nest she had built at eye l evel from 
t he ro ad . ~cross tho little dam an d walkin g farther a lon g t he old flume 
t he birde rs saw winter ·wrens whisking under c~nd out from beneath the · 
floor·boards Qnd heard t heir son g . Also seen wer e: band - tailed pigeon , 
junco ; hu1'11Tiingbird , pine siskin , yellow rmrbler , purple finch , West ern 
robin , · Co.lifornia quail , an d s ong sp a rrow . Since t he o.rea is o. game 
refu ge , i7e expected to meet de er so mewhere a.lon g the way and wer e not 
disa pp ointed . A spike bu ck ond sever a l docs were forag i ng a lon g th e 
ro adside o.s tho pc rt y m~dc its way buck to the ga te at San Andreas dam. 
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