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PRESIDENT'S M:ZSSAGE 
.. 

Le ts go to Audubon Camp this year . 'l'his will be the 7th season of 
Audubon Ca.'11.p in the Hig h Sierra at Norden , California . It provides a 
uniql :e experience in outdoor learning , thr ough a daily program of in 
form al field trips in small groups under expert leadership . Special 
empha sis is g iven insti-uction in birds and nature activities with 
additional i .1Struc t ion en a selective basis offe r ed in the .subjects 
of plan-cs and anim a ls . 

The food is excellent, the accommodations most comfortable with such 
camp luxuries as hot and cold running water , good mattresses and an 
attractive lounge with a large fireplace . · 

E>Jrollment is limited to 50 campers per session ; the cost is $95 per 
tw·1 wee!{ s ession , which includes board , lodging , instruction trans 
p o.rtati cn on r egularly scheduled field trips and to and from nearest 
t:-:0 1:.t.in and bus stations. Applications must be accompanied by a 
dep os it of ;p15 . to be applied to the total fee . The dates are June 
2r to July 10; July 11 to July 24; July 25 to August 7; Aug. 8 to 
Aug. 21; Aug. 22 to Sept . 4 , Address letters to: National Audubon 
Society, 639 Sutter Street, Roo1n 201, San Francisco, and additional 
~aformation will be sent on request. 

L nominating committee has been appointed to present a slate of 
c f ficers for the coming year at t".1.e annual meeting in June. Members 
of the committee are: Les Sleeper, Clyde Prusman and Frank Cantu. 

Elsie Hoeck 

APRIL CALENDAR 
EEETINGS: 

Re ular Meetin · at 8:00 p.m. at the Rosicrucian 
Art allery, at 1 an Jos e . There will be exhibited 
t ~e Louis Agassiz Fuertes bird portraits in color and a short 
motion picture on the "Dinosaur National Monument . 11 

Board Meeting, Monday, April 12, at 7:)~-5 p .m. at the Rosicrucian 
Art Gallery in San Jose . The address is 13l.~2 Naglee. 

FIELD TRIPS: 

SundaLL._April 11 . Cha rlie and Viola Anderson will lead a trip in 
t he Finnacles National :Monument, located 35 miles south of Holli s 
ter on U. S. Highway 25. Meet at the Ranger's station at 9:00 a,m . 
The park is about two hours drive from Palo Alto, turning onto the 
Hollister road just south of Gilroy on 101. Mr. and Mrs . Wittgen
stein will be camping in the park and plan to arrive the Saturday 
afternoon previous. 
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Wednesday mornin g , April 11+, bird t~ip to Ro ~ert1:3-Wri ght, s home, 
5 I~U A.th ert o1, 11venue , A~herf on (no mist ake th i s tim e !). Mrs. ;.fright 
w~ll lead hi i.sut>0ly wa .Lk from her place to nea r by Bear Gulch 
R-~27·.cvo ir a1-d. the woods beyo nd . Meet in Palo Alto at the S. P . 
~:·'.;,_',ion at G J O a. m. or at Mrs. Wri ght ' s home at 9 : 00 a .m. 

~-~!_0:i'."'~ay, Apri l-. 24, Tr:ie Charl es Andersoi:is will lead th e group on the 
iiat ton ranc'.1 nectr Sa l i n as, where many _ 1:nrds are nesting a..rnong t he m 
the Allen Hummingbir ds . Foll ow Main 0t . thro ·gh Sa li nas to wards 
Mont er ey and meet at the eucalyptus grove ne ar the Sa linas River. 
Time 8 :3 0 a . m. 

Wednesday morning, A_Eri~_28 a bird trip to Alum Rock Far 1~ with 
Gra ce 73ruo aT{er°' asTe aae r. fn late Apr il many birds in the park will 
be busy ab out th e ir n es tin g_ affairs . flrs. Bru baker is plannin g a 
new approach to the park . tvieet at the cor ne r of Peni tencia Creek 
Rd . and Toyon Avenue at 8:30 a.m. 

SELECT A NAME CONTEST 

Due to an editorial oversight, no deadline was announced for the name 
con test for the Bulletin . The closin g da te for t he balloting will be 
Apri l 15, 195L~. Any mail postmarked aft er that date will not be 
c oun t ed . To be valid a pref er ential mail ballot must sh ow a rating, 
from 1 to 4 for each of t h e nominated titles which were announced in 
th e March Bulletin . Thes e were: The Avocet; the American Kestrel; t he 
Chat; and the Kite. 

The Editorial Committee will present the priz e , a copy of Olin Seward · 
Pe ttingill,Jr. 1 s book, "A Guide t o Bird Findin g West of the Mississipp 5 
(value J 6.00) at the Annu~l Meetine·of the Society in June 1954. Send 
your ba l lot to Will Luick, Chairman, 10 ~7 Camino Ricardo, San Jose 25. 

CORRECTIONS FOR THE BIRD CENSUS LIST 

Two errors were ca ught in the Christmas bird census list, and ~re 
correcte d as follows: the T-e Conte Sparrow should have been checked 
on the list as Bro wn Towhee and the Brown Thras he r shoul d have been 
California Thrasher. Fr ank Cantu 

STUDENT GROUP ACTIVITIES 
FIELD TRIP 

On Saturday, April 24, the Student Group will meet at the junction 
of Alpine Road and. Los Trances Rd. at 8:45 a.m. for a trip to the 
top of Los Trancos ,;oods. Dr. Malcolm Miller will be the adult 
guide and the student leader will be Jerry Buzzell. Bring lunch. 

_Report of March 6th trip: On March 6, six youngsters and one adult 
f ollowed Lynn Robbins and Dr. M. R; Miller around Searsville Lake 
in an exciting exploration of bird, reptile and plant life. We 
entered caves and crossed the dam. ~e had a good view of the yellow
t.hroated warbler and caught newts (Triturus) and slender (Batracc
ceps) and fence (Saloporus} lizards. We also saw white-crowned 
Sparrow, Robin, Meadowlark, Brewer's Blackbird, Mockingbird, Acorn 
Woodpecker, · Cali ornia Jay, Audubon Warbler, Great Blue Heron, · Rin g
necked Duck, GoJ ci~n - cro wn ed Spai•ro ws ~ Ruddy Duck, Song Sparrow.,. 
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Black Ph oebe, Viol e t Green Swal l ow, Americ an Merganser, Red - winged 
Blackbird , Ches tnut-backe d Chickadee , Wren tit, Green -backed Gol d 
f :inch3 Anna 1 s E1mm~ngbir d 9 Mall ar d , Coot, Yell ovr War-bler , Bewickts 
Wrnn. P'..lfus ~~-x-.:···1.'. -··;;·;Jird , F:::..i cke r, Fox Spa i>row, Plai n ~-' i tmouse, Oregon 
J l:_;::_r_,: , :-Ie r 1:;_i i-_: '.'..::-i::...,·u.sh, Barr,. Swal lo w, Brown 'l'owhoe, Engl is h Spa rro w, 
B:_u3oird . Pat Donaghey 

SF:AS()NI\L BIRD NOTES 

Alber t J . '.foo l reports: On Feb . 28, a pa ir of Dippers ne st building 
in Arroy o Honda, (Mt. Hamilton Range ). Ylar. 9 , Wester n JVIoadowlark 
nest with 4 eg6s .found in cow pasture of f Sierra Roa d ( East of San 
Jose ). 

Gla dys Scott: Mar . 8, Eewi ck Wren nest -buildin g in bird house in Los 
Gatos . 

Etta Smit h : Feb . 27 , about 20 Cl if f Swallows ins pe cti ng old nests 
under water towe r in Alviso . 

Emily Smith: Mar. l ,S, Violet - green Swal l ows inspecting ro of tile under 
which Viole t- Gr eens have ne sted for se v eral yea rs , Glen Una Dr ive 
nea r Sarato ga . Mar ; lS , Logge rh ~ ad Shri ke nest - buil di ng near Gl en · 
Una :;)rive . Feb. 22 , Orange - crowned War bl er se en an d heard sin ging, 
West Heigh ts near Los Gatos . 

Gladys ~ecord : Mar~ 18, Pi l eola t ed War b l er se en and he ar d sing in g in 
Los Gatos . Mar . 8, Allen Hummingb ir d ne st- building in Los Gatos (see 
Feb . 24, field tri p re po rt.) 

Eva McRae: Mar. 15 , Oreg on Junco nest -buil d i ng i n a small cov er ed 
f eed tr ay han gi ng outs i de the d inin g room window, Poind exter Road 
ne ar Los Gat os ; still addin g mat er i a l on Mar . 21s t. 

Who has seen a House Wren, Wes tern Flycatcher, Warblin g and Solitary 
Vireos , Bullock Oriole? They shou l d be arriv i n g n ow. 

PRESIDElTT: 
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Emj_ly Smith 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS FOR MARCH 

Juli ett e Jon e s rep orts that on the Wednesday mo11 ning bird trip to her 
h rn:ie c-n 'i~c s t Heic!:' its;; b e tw ee n Los Gatos and Sar a t og a Feb, 24-, the d ay 
wa s mil d an d snn:1y . BL :-d.J which were sir .g in g co ns pic u.n;. sly were the 
Plain Tit ~u;~ s e; Hutton Vi r eo ; Green - bac k a tl Gol J fin ch; Pur p le Finc h 
and House ~•'i:r.1ch, A p "li.r of 'f i tmice wor e inr-;pec tir.g a ci "."d house 
set l lj .., a gajr.s ·c th e tru nk uf a tall p in e. A f ema le AJ.ls n lfommi.ngbird 
wa s buildir~g a nest n ear· tl :-..e tip of a low branch of a Dou glas li'ir . 
A bi t farther on up the ro ad a female Anna Hu.'YJUUirJ.gbird was building 
a nest in a live oa t . When the party ent ered a gro v e of l i ve oaks 
at t h e u:pper end of West Hoa d , a flock of about so Band - taileu 1-igeons 
suddenly rose from the t r e es wi th a gr eat whir of wings . Several 
Varied T~rushes were seen in these woods. 

As an expe r iment, a stuffed Sc r eech Owl was set vp on a b r anch of an 
Oak tree. It wns •disco v ered soo n by a pai r o.f (lr egon Juncos, then 
by a Hutton Vireo , ) · Chestnut-backed Chickadees , 2 Plain Titm i ce , a 
Ruby Crowned Ki n glet, 2 Wrentits , a He r mit Thrush and 3 /.\..udubon 
Warblers . All fifteen b i rds "mobbed " the dummy owl . In all , 26 
species of birds were l i sted dur i n g the mor n i ng trip . 

Angeline Snow te l ls us t hat the thirty - one bird watchers who set out 
to walk to the top of Aldercroft Heights with her on F'eb . 28 found the 
day cl e ar and warm and th e ir spiri t s as gay as th e season deserved . 
Some of the mos t interesting observations were of Orange - cro wned 
Warblers singing : a pair of Bushtits just completing th e ir nest and 
som e fine vi ews of the courts: li p flight of the Allen Fum:ningbird . -\ 
Red - b A.ll i ed Hawk caught i'1r . Sather I s eye on top of the He i ghts , 
p rob abls- attracted by a grove of great e u calyptus tre e s ., 

Before lu nch there was a brief stop at the 1-: . B . Ba rnes I to i-rntch the 
Hummin g·'J-1!'0 s a~o .. md their fee der s ; - then lunch and hot cof fee at the 
Snow , s · i,:1' .. _1_::i..e W,9.t 0hing Chickadees and Py gmy Nuthatch e s peck sue t, and 
J u~c os , Drcw n and Spotted Towhees , Fox Sparrow s, Gold en - cr 0w~0 d 
Sparr c,ws p:c,b bled cracked corn . A Hermit 'J1lirush which ta kes cra ck ed 
cor!1 :1.ow that the b erries are gone astonis Le d ev ery ::me ~ 

A sh ort drive to ward Alma was un re warding , hut th e J.ast stop of the 
day a t a little pond on t he n ew roa d f oun d many Audubon ~ arblers and 
other SFCCie s . The one add ition to·t he d ay =s l~st was a beautiful 
male De,1,,:ri7 ;Joodpeck e r . I n summar y , th e fo il c w::.ng biro s were noted: 
Turkey \iu~_t '.J.r8 ; Reci -- tail ed Hawk; Red - t e ll j_ed T-:'u.1,1k; Band - taile1 p ig eon ; 
Anna Humme-c' l Allen Hummer ; Acorn Woodpe cker; Do·,mey '.'ioodp e c ker ; 
:s'licl-:er; St0l lar Jay; Scrub ' ay; Tj_ t mou s e ; Chickad e e; -~-us h - t it ; Ruby- 
crowned Kin .-=-let ; Be:..Jj_ck Wren· Thrash e r; Hu tt on Vireo ; \ udub on Warbler; 
Pu rple Finch_; Golden - cr owned Sparrow; Fox Sparrow ; Song 3parrmv ; 
Brown 'ro -..ihee ; Sp otted Towhee; Oregon June o. 

Sditor ' s Note : The Bulletin is late th i s month beca u se we were v i sit -
3J by a virus infect i on - characteristic of sp ring perhaps, but no 
a.'ea thered friend . Our apologies f or any inconvenience you may be 
g iven becaus e of us . 


