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PRESIDENT' S ~ESSAGE 

On Saturday, April 3, there will be an all day regional conference from 
9 : 00 a .m. to 4:00 p.m. sponsored by the California Office of the 
National Audubon Society. All members and interested friends are in
vited to attend. Speakers and discussion will consider topics dealing 
with current conservation policies, their effect today and for the 
future. The place is the San Francisco YMCA Camp at Jones Gulch in La 
Honda. The registration fee is one dollar . A special field trip is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 14th. 

The Conference provides an excellent chance to spend a day with Audubon 
members and their friends as people will be ·there from all of Central 
California . For reservations, mail your request to National Audubon 
Society, 693 Sutter st ., Room 201, San Francisco, California . 

This announcement is made a month ahead as our next Bulletin will get 
the information too late for you to plan to attend the meeting . Lets 
have a good attendance at this conference, it will be interesting and 
stimulating. Elsie Hoeck 

MARCH CALENDAR 
MEETINGS: 

Regular Meeting, Monday, March 8, at 8:00 p.m. at the Palo Alto 
Junior Museuiii:- Location: Palo :\lto Community Center frounds, enter 
off Middlefield Road . 

Speaker for the evening will be Dr. H.B. Humphrey, who will present 
an illustrated lecture on "Some American Trees." 

Board Meeting, Monday March 8th, prior to the regular meeting. 
Location: Junior Nuseum, Palo Alto Community Center,. Notices to be 

sent. 
FIELD TRIPS: 

Wednesday morningf March 10th, at Roberta Wright ts home at 540 Ather
ton Avenue, Ather on 0 Mrs. Wright will lead a leisurely walk from 
her place to Bear Gulch Reservoir . Meet in Palo Alto at the s.P. 
depot at 8:30 a .m. or at Mrs. Wright's home at 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, March 13th, to new territory for a t rip through wooded hill- · 
side and a ..,_.s tI•eam 0 Jim Pe t erson will lead the group in the Anderson 
Dam area . Heet at·San Jose State College, 5th and San Carlos at 8a.m 
or at Cockran Road, this side of the un derpass on Highway 101 near 
!·fadrone Win ery south of San Jose at 8: 30 a .m. Bring lunch. 

Sunday, March 28th, Geor ge and Bernice Bottini will lead a walk from 
Steve ~s Creek Dam through pretty scenery full of many birds. Lunch 
will b e enjoyed at the De Wol.f Ranch at Cupertino (bring your own, of 
course.) Meet at the Permanente Junction, Grant and Stevens Creek 
Roads at 8:30 a.m. 
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We_dne sd _ay I·'!.9:-z.~inp.;. IIa ~'.9.~. 31st, to Villa r-Iontalvo ne a r Saratoga with 
Cly d e an d t.g·B s Pr u snrn.n, l eo.cJ.e:>s., The g:1 011.nd s a r e beA.1.1.ti.ful an d 
t here are rnar..y pat h s to ex plo :re f or birds . Meet at the ma in gate on 
Sarato ga - Lo s Gat o s Ro ad at 8 :30 a , m. 

Th ese mi d -,woe1.( bir d tri ps are .for be g in...v1er s es p eci a lly - c ome and 
j oin us. '.7nlu nte e r s n.re ne • d.ed to lea d f i e ld t r 1p s., i'-1ember s who 
would be wiil i n g t o Jo s o are re~ue st 0d to t e le ph une t h e fis ld trip 
Chair mon at Ax 0 6 - 7/+65Q George Bottini. 

REPORT ON THE NAME CONTEST 

The Editorlal Commit tee ~ Wil l. Luick Chair man, rec 0i ved a list of 17 
n ames submit ted by v a ri o1. s merr..be:;."'~ p articj_patin g in tho co nte st to 
s e lect a tl tl e f or the San t a c :~ar a Valle y Aud ub on Societ y Bulletin. 

All of t h e su cge st od na mes w3r e e~ inently suitable and attractive and 
t he Commi tte e i'ou r~d i t d iffi cnl t to select only four out of the list . 
Selection wa s ma:~o on the ba si3 of the practise of ot h er grou p s which 
h 8.ve nam ed t heir pEb lication i'o r a bird whic ~1. mi ght be considered 
cha racte ri sti c or c onwonly f o:m d in the locality . Eac h of th e birds 
p.:."esente d for yo ur v . te is f ound in this ar e a. We h ave tried to g ive 
a ch oice bet ween marsh , mead ow and hills and ar e adding a few lin e s of 
ex pla nation f ur re as ::ms which will b e self expl ana t ory . 

( Ed . Note : How d id it h appen that no one but us t ho u ght of the 
11\fa nd erin g Ta ttl e r" '? Didntt a little bird ev e r t e ll you??) 

Pl ea se li s t your preferences a s first , second, th i rd and fourth choice: 
Wri-ce y our ch oices on a lett e i1 or po □ tcai->d and mail to vvill Luick, 
1027 Camino Ricar d o, San Jo se ?!;So Names of the ,;,,,inner and su cc e edin g 
ch oic e s will be published in A11ri l . Fund s were allocate d at one time 
t o b e u se d f or a d e si gn to ac •~...::mpany the bull e tin title . 

T aES~ ATIE THE NAMES: list ed a l phabetically 

'l~1e Av oc et : ( 'l1he member submi ttin g this e ntr-v gave this explanation . 
-- ·-7li'.rh i s id e a is net ori g i n8.l with me. · It was su gr,e sted by Dr . 

Si b l e y, who c a.Llec) rny a'!: te nt ion to the f a ct t ha t th is bird, 
in a blac k an J whi t e s~ et ch, woul d b 0 an a ttr a ctiv e 
i ll us tration • • ,usea. eit he r in fli gh t or stan d in g • • o") See 
M:ar ,:h Su n set . 

The l\.mer ~.c r-_;_-;_ Kes t rel: (The membe r submittin g this titl e ref e rred to 
Jic:•_~::,-cn r s FDf rrL:; of Ca lif ornia" a nd ~nve this explan a tion 

qu ,+-e d in pn :i t , ., " Yn'.l ar e now prob ably wonder i n g what in 
Bu·-~~er H:i.l: 1• in an Ameri c an Kest re l . This n ame is an alto 
r:e 1,ile r t on un c omrao':. t i tla for t he pr e t t y littl e f ,1. le on we 
s ei l 0m f ai l to see •.• ho ve rin g uve~ R field or perche d on a 
f e:Y;e po s,:,., I·~ j_s Ghe s :;::,.1.rr m..; ·ne.i,,rk1 an u g l ~r :18.T,W f or such a 
b ec.et ici a :i. b i.r e.la, .,Ou r s oc i e t y~ s c e ~,l:Ln g t his hawk a n "America .' 
Kest;r el" ~vo11ld he l p t oward th e h e tt e r we lf a r·e of this bird.) 

Th e Cha t: Se e Pages 16 0 and 150 in Pet0rson~ 

Th e Kit e: See Pa ge s 34 an d 45 in Pete~ s on . 

The Avocet The American Kestrel The Chat The Kite 
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FUTURE EVENTS OF INTEREST 

D~~Jng April, the Audubon Art Tour -- Bird Portraits in Color p_y Louis 
P.,:.!,,lSSiZ Fuertes ( Fuerte s#l) _._ will be-in Sa n Jose at theRosicrucian 
A.::.:·:·; Gallery .-This group of original paintings is considered one of 
t. : e most outstanding in the National Audubon collection of traveling 
P-:,:.hibi tions. 

J~~ Cooper Ornithological Society will hold its annual meeting in 
.' ~c son on April 22-24. A splendid prograJn is being prepared; one of 
<: e highlights will b e a symposium on warbler migration in desert 
·].l•ea s, At this time of year the bird migration is at its height, 
~u king Tucson especially interesting to visit. The scientific sessions 
,l~"e open to the public and Audubon members are especially in~i t~d. 

'~be Audubon Camp of California_ located in Sugar Bowl, Valley, 7,000 f t . 
rJ1evation in the Sierra Nevada announces its two-week sessions for 
t:1e summer of 195l1 .• 

June 27 t o July 10 July 25 to August 7 
July 11 to July 24 August B to August 21 

August 22 to September 4 
For reservations and information write to National Audubon Society, 
693 Sutter St ., Room 201, San Francisco . Anyone interested in nature 
and conservation may en roll, if 18 years or over. Campers are 
comfortably housed in frrune buildings, with good food and in attractiv e 
su rroundings. Boar d, lod gin g , instruction and transportation on 
r9gu larly schodul ed field trips and to and from train and bus stations 
are included in the $95' . ch ar ge for the two week period. A deposit of 
·:.:.15. shoul'd be made with app lication for enrollment. The program pro
vides un ique experience in outdoor lear ning , under expert leadership. 

NOTES FROM NATIONAL 

The SONG OF 0{ E LAND, a full-len gth film now being released by United 
Art ists Corp~ration contains some fine photography and is basically 
in terestin g , but there are a number of errors of fact and some unfor
tunate assu.rar,tions in re ga rd to t he California Condor. Had the Societ: · 
bee n consulted in this matter such misstatements as the following woul t 
not have occurred: "there are less than 40 Condors in existence; they 
lay only l egg every 4 years; they cannot lift their bodies by flap
p in g but depend on air currents to rise from the ground; they are 
doomed to extinction ". 

Car l B. Koford is general ly re garded as havin g the most authentic in 
Condor infor mation. In his "The California Condor" these ·re ports are 
given. 'l'he total number of Condors is estimated to be 60, fairly con
sta nt for the last 30 years or more: Condors first breed at 5 years 
old and produce one youn g every other year; in taking off·from the 
gr ound they give more than 30 fla p s before the first glide, usually 
un til ten f ee t or more off the ground an d after th e first turn. It is 
an auxiliary de vice for supplimentin g soaring and glidin g in special ' 
si tuations. With proper protection on their natural nestin g grounds, 
~his magnificent native species can be preserved for generations. 
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The story of the huge white pineapple-shaped blossoms of the fantastic 
Josh~a Tree which blooms in April and May in the Mohave Desert and in 
simil ar arid areas in the Southwest United States is told i.n the Nov.
Deco i;3sue of Audubon Magazine. Anyone planning a spring visit to the 
Joshua Tree National Monument in San Bernadine and Riverside Counties 
this year will particularly enjoy reading it. 

STUDENT GROUP ACTIVITIES 
FIELD TRIP 

On Saturday, March 6th, to Searsville Lake; notices will be sent on 
the•time and the leader, Or call Jeanie Nieri, 425 East Fuller 
St., Redwood City. 

Student Group Report: On Feb. 6th , Pat Donaghey led 6 members on the 
trip to Webb Ranch. The day was clear and sunny. As we walked 
along the San Francisquito Creek and up into the lower hills of the 
ranch, L~2 species- were seen: Robin; white-crowned sparrow, scrub 
jay, · California quail, sparrow · hawk, mourning dove, Brewerts · black
bird, Song Sparrow, Meadowlark, Plain Titmouse, Brown Towhee, 
Bewick's Wren, White-breasted Nuthatch, Hutton ·Vireo, Chestnut
backed Chickadee, Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, Red-winged Black
bird, Killdeer, Annats Hummingbird, Green-backed Finch, Acorn Wood
pecker; Cooper's Hawk, Black Phoebe, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Pine 
Siskin, · Flicker, Say's Phoebe, Loggerhead Shrike, Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, Redtailed Hawk, California Thrasher, Hermit Thrush,Varied 
Thrush, Spotted Towhee, Oregon Junco, Band-tailed Pigeon, Western 
Bluebird, Audubon Warbler, Bush-tit, English Sparrow, Housefinch. 
On the trip we saw a Cooper's Hawk being attacked by an Anna's 
Hummingbird. Altogether it was a very fine trip. 

Pat Donaghey 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS FOR FEBRUARY 

Etta Waddington Smith · reports a group of unusual birds seen on a trip 
to Alviso, Jan. 27th, Seen were 6 Holboell Grebes, 108 Ruddy Ducks; 
more than 500 Shovellers, 6 Pintails, 5 Scaup, 100 Bonaparte Gulls, 
8 Eared Grebes, 1 Glaucous-winged Gull, 3 Burrowing Owls, 6 Red-shaftE 
Flickers; 1 American Egret, l · Black-crowned Night Heron, 2 Savannah 
Sparrows, 1 White-tailed Kite, · There were al so many ever pre sent 
marsh birds: Avocets, Killdeer, Willets, Sandpipers, Coots, and the 

. Saturday after the trip a flock of hundreds of Black-bellied Plover 
were observed, 

Mrs. Helen A, Des. Canaverro, observed 4 Mountain Plover, Jan. 4 , in 
· a newly plowed field east of Frazer Lake Rd. be tween Bloomfield Rd, 
and Shore Rd. southeast of Gilroy. On Jan. Sin the same area there 
was a flock of 30 or more. Also many Killdeer, and Pipits, with them , 
Hunting overhead were 2 white-tailed Kites, 6 Sparrow Hawks and a 
Prairie Falcon. Mrs. De Canaverro is interested in knowing if anyone 
else saw Mountain Plover, She also saw 14 Canada Geese in a field 
with cattle near Soap Lake and a flock of 230 Long-billed Curlew, 
30 Red-backed Sandpipers and 10 Greater Yellowlegs with large flocks 
of Redwing and Brewer Blackbirds. 
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Frank Cantu led a group of three cars on a rainy January 24th trip to 
try .for a glimpse of the European Wid geon wt:ich had been reported 
se en on ponds near Flcishhac k er Zoo. Althou gh they were disappoint
ed i~ this they saw floc k s of Cedar Waxwings ancl Pine Sislcins on the 
Skyl i ne BlvdQ drive and · at their first stop at the chain of Lakes 
fou nd Baldpa te, Mallard, Sh oveller (10 going around in a circle with 
he ad d under water), Ruddy Duck, Coot, Scaup , Foz Sparrow, \-/hi te-
er owned Sparrow, Golden-cr owned and Song Sparr ow. Also Killdeer,· 
Hermit Thrush, Sparrow Hawk, Wilson's Snipe , Red-shafted Flicker, 
Brown Towhee, Robin and varieti e s of gulls . 

Charl _es and Viola Anderson led a joint field trip with the Monterey 
Peninsula Audubon Society to Moss Landin g , Sunday, Feb.7th. The day 
was exceptionally warm and visibility excellent . Between 9:00a.m . 
and 3:00 p .m. 68 birds were identified in the area . Perhaps the 
whistling swans, white-fronted Geese, green - winged ·Tea l and other 
water birds on McClus}cy Slough highlighted the day, but the whit e 
tailed lfit e and American rou gh-l eg on Elkhol"n Slou gh rec e ived their 
shar e of att ention. The bird list for the day included: Common 
Loon, Red -t hroated Loon, Pacific•Loon, Horn ed Grebe, Eared Grebe, 
Western Grebe, Pied-billed Grebe, F'acific F\llmar, Farallon Cormorant 
Gre at Blue Heron, Ring-n ecked Duck, Canvas -back, Lesser Scaup, Whit e 
win ge d Scooter, Surf Scooter, Ruddy Duck, Red~ breasted Mergans er, · 
1:-lhi ta -t ailed Kite , American rough-le gged Hawk, Coot, Snowy Plover, 
Kil ld eer, Black-bellied ·Plover, Wilson Snip e , · Lonc -billed Curlew; 
Will e t, Least Sandpiper, Red - backed Sandpiper, ~e stern · Sand p ip er, 
Mar b led Godwit, Sanderling, Avocet , Blac ~-necked St ilt, Glaucous
win ged Gull , We~tern Gull, Forster Tern, Anna Hummingbird , Belted 
Kin gfisher, Red -s hafted Flicker, Violet green Swallow, Tree Swallow 
Pipit , Shrike, Audubon Warbler, En~lish Sparr ow, Meadowlark, Red
win ged Blackbird , Brewer Blackbird, House.finc h ; Green-backed Gold
finch, Savannah Sparrow, White -c rowned Sparrow, Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, and Song Sparrow . 

Grace Brubaker was unable to lead the trip as planned to Alum Rock , 
Ja n ~ 30th, but fourteen members attended and followed her plans. 
El si e Hoeck report ed that before lunch they visited the area b eyond 
th e Big Leaf Maple Picnic grounds and their two most excitin g finds 
wer e an excellent view of 2 soaring Golden Eagles, which p erched on 
a t r ~e, and a hast y gli mpse of the Dipper in the creekbed . Hermit · 
tru~u shes ·were in acn.mdance . The group also ·e njoy ed the many ferns, 
po l ·yp ody , coffee and maidenhair, · the mosses, liverwort and fun g i. 
The first wildflo wers, millanai d s, were in blo om. Interesting chan g0 
hav e been made in development of the Junior :-'luseum. Sam Smoker an d 
Lai-n.'ence Moi tozo are askin g for help fr om the Audubon members for 
fi e l d trip lead mrship. 

Bir d s'obs erved were: Red -t a iled Hawk, Golden Eagle, White-throat ed 
Sw7.~'t, · Belted Kin g!'isher (he ard) Acorn 1:-Joodpecker, Red- breaste d Sap 
su cl-·e r, Hut tall Woodpecker, Black Phoebe, Stellar Jay, · Scrub Jay. 
Ches tnut - back ed Chickadee, •Ti ~mouse, (heard), Bnshtits, White- . 
br ':l.--s te d Nuth a tch, ,Jrenti t, Dipper, Winter Wr en, Bewick Wren; Calif
o.t1·:..:;_a Thrash er,· Robin, Hermit · 'I'hrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby
Cr :.:·:!Jed K:5 nglet, Hutton Vir e o J A'ldubon Warbler, California Purple 
F:~~-i ·h_, Spo·sted Towhee, Br c,wn Towhee , Ore gon .Junco , White -cr owned 
Spnrr ow, Golden - cr owned Sparro w, Fox Sparro w and Song Sparrow. 


