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PRESIDENT 1·S MESSAGE 

Greetings for the New Year. Lets start our 1954 birding with a large 
attendance at the Bird Census, Sunday, January 3rd. Everyone is 
welcome . Vieet in San Jose at E. San Carlos and Fifth Streets at 
7: 30 a . m. PROi1iPTLY. Bri ng lunch. George Bottini will explain the 
rules and procedures and the grou p will reassemble in the Fireside 
Room of the First Unitarian Church, 160 North .T~ird Street, San Jose 
afterward for summary and refreshment s. Elsie D. Hoeck 

~CALENDAR 

FIELD TRIPS : 

Wednesday, Jan. 13, to Stanford Campus where Dr . and Mrs. H.B. 
Humphrey have found good birding lately. Meet them in Palo Alto 
at Sl Camin o (Hi gcway 101) and Embarcadero Road. at 8:30 a.m. 
nubbers ar e advised . 

Sunda y , Jan. 17. by request, a return trip to the Ralph Johnson 
ranch in Uvas Valley to see the Wood Ducks which are wintering 
there . Meet Charles and Fanny Zwaal at the Alma.den School on 
Almaden Road at Downer Ave., about 5 miles south of San Jose, at 
R:30 a .m. Brin g lunch. 

Sunday, Jan. 24, Franlc Cantu will lead a trip t hrough Golden Gate 
Par 1c. i1eet at the Dutch 1.1indmill on the Great Highway at the San 
Francisco Beach at 9:30 a.m. Bring lunch. 

Wednesday, Jan. 27, to the Alviso salt marshes, with Mrs. Etta 
Smith as leader. Mrs. Smith makes no promises but she always finds 
birding in the marshes exciting. ?-'ieet at the Alviso Grammar 
School at 8 :30 a.m. 

Saturday, Jan. JO, to San Jose's Alum Rock Park in the eastern 
foothills. The morning will be spent on the trails which should 
be beautiful in late January with mosses and ferns and the 
earliest spring wildflowers. In the afternoon we will visit the 
new Junior i"iuseum. Nrs. Grace Brubaker is planning the trip. 
r'i.eet at the junction of Alum Rock Ave. and Nigueli to Rd ., just be
yond the main entrance to San Jose Country Club, at 8 :30 a.m. 
Bring lunch. George R. Bottini 
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REGULAR MEETI NG: 

Vionda y , Jan. 11, at 8: 00r ,n. in t h-3 Palo Alto Community Center 
Zll ~-::_c,r I'iw;eilll,- 1305 M::.dG.J.~f::.8l d Ros.a . Jo :~ep:-i ·:7 (-in:p l er , trained 
ari:-.h eo lo g-is t and nat- .,lr'i 7.L ,t., ··,r ill sh c,w hin c 0l ure d movie of 
H"l.'J as u Canyon - an en r:t ,..·.:r. t ~--n _:ly bea '..1-tifu l an d ·J.ntil recently al
most inaccessible si .d3 -::.';.1:~ycn in the G,..--a~d Canyo n in Arizona. Mr. 
1.'lam,:)ler has conducte d t : .. 'c .il trips into this r emote ho me of the 
Hav asupai, the "P eople of the Blue-- Green lvater" . His pictures 
were ta k en du rin g tt. e spring corn planting, 1-1hen Canyon Urens 
wer e nestin g , wild .flowers were abundant and the falls were at 
t he ir best. Ering your friends to enjoy this picture with you . 

BOARD MEETIKG: 

Tuesday , Jan. 5th . at 8 : 00 p .m., in room 210 of the Science 
Building at San Jose Stat e Colle ge. 

SCRE:C:N TOURS: 

Monday, Jan. 18t h at R:00 p.m., in the Morris Dailey Auditorium 
at San Jose State Colle ge. ,,-,,Jildlife of r: ars h and ;-•Iount ain ", by 
Cleveland P . Grant , noted lecturer and wildlife photographer . 
Come early to get a seat. 

STUDENT GROUP t\.CTIVITIE S 

J~n. 3, 1954. The Student Group will participate in the Christmas 
Bird Count. 

Jan. 9, 1954. A second field trip will be led by Les Sleeper, to 
Dumbarton Bridge . lie will meet at the Palo Alto Southern 
Pacific Station at 8 : 00 a . m. Bring luncn. We re t urn by 2 : JO p. m. 

Jeanie Nier i 

Re~o rt of the Student Group 1 s first field trip, led by Jeanie Nieri, 
J e e . 5 th. The Student Group met f ~r th e first ti me for a field 
trip to Crystal Sp rin g s Lakes . The Lea d.er, Jeanie Nieri, welcomed 
seven members for t he trip. It was a fine d a.y, with cle ar sk ies 
an d a brisl{ wi nd . As the group wor t ed its way along the string 
of lakes, 4 7 spe cies of bir d s were seen. The y were as f o llo ws: 
Californi a Ja :r , ·1e a dow Lar k , Sp arrow Ha·.rk , Bre wer I s Blacl:bird, 
Bro wn rro 1-rhee, Golden -cro wned Sp arrow, Coot, Black Swan (unverified) 
Ruby -c rm-rr:ed I'~in g let, Ore g on Junco, Hermit Thrush, Ruddy Duc k , 
Pi:1.ta il, .Sho veller, Viallard, Black Phoeb e , Audubon Warbler, 
Coo pe r ' s Hawlc, Ee wick :Jren, CanEda Geese , (215 in 1 floc k ) Red 
ta] .led Hm-1:.<, Tv.r lcey Vulture, Lo on (unidentifie d ) Eare d Grebe, Cedar 

1Ja::·:win g ~ Gr e at Blue Heron, 1Jestern Grebe~ Greater Scaup Duck, 
So~ g Spa rrow, ri n gfi sher, PieQ-billed Grebe, Red-shafted Flicker, 
Canvasback, lJest e rn Gull, American Merganser, Stellar I s Jay, 



January 1954 :i-a ge three 

Ca l ifo rnia ~uail, Var ied Thrush, Chestnut-b a ck ed Chickadee, 
H8~ri ng Gull, Ring -b illed Gull, Ring - necked Duc k . We watched a 
Co--:::e r 's Haw!c ma~:e a p as8 a t a group of Coots . Some members of 
t ,1 ·: 0roup also collected n_dden tifie d re p tile eggs . On the 
r e ·c•J.:l'n trip the grou p st cr:.i_J•?d a t t h e Pulgas vl ater Temple . Al to
UJ c~10r t h e trip was a big s ucc ess , and. the group is p lannin g more 
t rips for the future. Charlie Ren d 

DEC~:BER FIELD TRI P P.E? ORTS 

Sunday, Dec. 6t h z to the Ra l ph Johnson Ranch in Uvas Valle y . 

Alt h ou gh the weatherman had promised showers, the day proved to be 
warm and sun ny, much to the delight of t h e 16 members who journey 
e d to the Ulistac Ranch. (Johnson's ranch.) 

Alon g i'-:c:iI.ean Road en rout e , great floc k s of Arkansas Goldfinches 
were observed feeding among the road s i d e weeds. Also many dozens 
of rieadow larks, a mixed floc k of Brewer an d Red.:.win ged Blac kbirds, 
numbering into the h undre d s; Red -s hafted Flic ,:er, Robin , qudubon 
War bler , L illdeer ( 2S) Crow, ~Jhi te and Gol de n-crowned Sparrows, 
Son g Sp arrows, Shr i k e, P ipits, (ma ny) ~:a :-,-pie, Sc rub Ja y , Black 
Ph oe be , Brown Towkee, Acorn 1Joodpecker, Spasrow Rawl<:, and Band 
Tailed P i geons.(The latter in great numbers .) 

The noise of our arrival at the ranch fri gh tened the Wood Ducks 
fro m a nearby · reservoir. However a dozen of the beautiful birds 
were observed , as t hey fle w p ast at close ran ge . Three more were 
seen a short time later as t hey rose fro m the water. 

Add it i ona l b i rds obse r ved at t h e ranch included: Cal if ornia Jay, 
!Iermi t Thrush , Brown Towh ee, Spotted Tovihee , ':Jhi te-breasted Nut 
hat ch , fi;_:i_tton Vire o, Gol d en Ea g le, Red -t ai le d Ra wl~, Ban d - ta iled 
Pige r.,ns , :-:ae;pje , Val l ey Quail, :: eadcw l ar 2~, 1J hite ,1nd Gol den -cro wned 
Sparrow, S0 ~1g Sp arr ow, Ruby -c rowned ~:in r let, Ti tnr 1use ; Eush - Ti t, 
J unco .• · Blac·~ Ph oebe , · ve 1o ic ~~ ~iren, P ed -s hafted Fl ic k er , Acorn '.Jood 
pec!rnr , PU.:'ple F in ch, r ie d - bi lle d Grebe , _ merican Coot and Rin g -
nec l;:ed Duc lr . Charles and Fanny Zwaa l. 

S:SAHSVIL LE _L."l.~-:..;::, Dec . 9 . i'forni n g tri p . 

I n t h e f ogz_~, , foggy d e w of December 9th, nine indcst ruc tib l e s set 
d"ut i::-1 t h ,~ eve r 3 lades, or Se .s.r·sville La ::e tPr-ri ~c:~.'1, on a bird 
quc- -::t . .!\c ·~uc.lly it 1vas so fo gg "'r at first thf<.t , 10.s·c of us could 
no+; have f;p C't tP-d an eag le if we had bump ed. 5.n t 0 it . ·But right 
at t ~e e ~~ r ar .. c e to t h e la k e property we heard s0~e squabbling ti t
mcr ·:.iP , 8..':"·.d tha :1ks · to i: iss -~mjly , we l ea rne d Lha t not on l y they , 
bu f: · ~he r npeci e s, have alre 26 y begu n to a?pro p ri a te t he ir 
t E-.i'.'.' 1 cory ~n p. •-:;para tion i'or romarice . 

~h2n . moving to war d the l ake, and parti n g the fo g as we p ro gre sse d 
we trga n ~o see and befo~e the morning was ove r had spo t tedv n ot 
or.l.y the tit mice til t the fo llo wing Sf ecies : Black Phoebe, aried 
Thrn :~h, Ruty - crow n 8d l. ingl et , l-'urpl8 Finch, R0:...in, F l icker , E ill
deer . S·pq-:~rc;..i nBH l~,. Band-ta i }.Ad pigeon ., Br own creeper, Bewi c k 1/rP !.' .. / 



Janu ary 19 5L1- Fa ge four 

White - bre ast ed nuthatch, Ju.i."1co, Downy Woodpe c1rn r, · Cedar Waxwin g , 
.-Je s tern Bluebir d , Acorn Wooc..pecker , 'lournin g Dove , Bush - Tit , Brown 
Tow1~ee, ·Great · Blue Her on , rJhi te ~cr owned Sparrow , Golden - cr owned 
3par ow, · Coot, Rin g- n e cke d Due:.{, Ruddy ~uc li:. We hear d , in 
add i t ion , a Hermi t Thrus'.1. and th e s ong of th e \·Jren - Ti t . 

I t mi ght be ad ded t h at a ll of us did not see all of t~e sp e cies 
liste d . As Mr . Ouderdirk said , when he reads in the bu lle tin 
about tri p s , he often wonders if he was on them . He sees five 
species and reads that f orty have been obs erv ed . That rin g s a 
f amiliar not e l But we a ll sa w enou gh to garner a respectable 
lis t . Be sides that , as we came out of a kind of gulley , with 
ar chin g tr ees overhea d , t he fo g lifted an d we could see no w all 
th e lo vel y muted colors of fal l. Just as we were leavin g the sun 
shone throu gh, lightin g some of the tre es wit h gold , Alto gether 
a f i ne mornin g and one we wouldn ' t have mis8ed . Christine Tap l ey . 

Los Banos Refu ~e , Nov _ ?2 . Al Wool , leader . 

Elev en cars of birders entered the refu ge on a warm , bu t partly 
ov er c ast day . Two cars came from the Redwood Ci ty group ; later in 
th e day we also met the Ilonterey gro up . 

de drove first to the f ar end of the r e fu ge a~d were r ewar ded with 
a vi ew of about 20 0 Sa nd hill Crane3 standin g in an 80 acr e area 
that had been r e cently p lanted to barl ey . La~ ge numbers of them 
took fli ght and fl ew ov erhea d gi v ing th e ir lo ·.1d , gu tt eral , r0 l lick 
in g c a ll that i s so characteristi of th e sp ec i e s . 

We ate our lunr.h wit h the Monter ey gr oup at the edge of that ve ry 
fin e and n e~ rly ~l ways well populated 60 acrA r es tin g p on d , Here 
we s e t up th e scop e s an d vi ewed se veral thousan d wate rf"') wl con 
sis ti-n .g o: ... numerous spe c ::.e s of' ducks, and a f ew ge 1s e . 

On ou r w:=,y ou t of the r e f uge we s t opp ed al0n g a r e, .. entl y dred _ed 
c an a l an J we ~11 enjoy ed exc el l en t vi ews of abo u t 16 Galli nu le s 
we ll s ca tt er ed an d swi mmin g amon g the Coots. I t i ould se em tha t 
the Gal linu l6 is on the incr e ase in the area . Here we als o saw a 
a ~ir g i n i a Ra il , Bi r ds ob s erv ed on t h e tour inclu de d: Rin g- n e ck ed 
P,~e.'.:1.sa n t S, San dhill Cran e s 200 , White - i 'ronte d Goose , about 70 , 
S:-:io1 , Goo se 48, i\fa r sh Hawk 4 , West ern Red - ta i l ed Haw k 3 , Mallar d , 
;·,:a~:-3h Wren , BaJ.dpate, Pin ta i l } Can ada Gees e , Gr ee n- ,.Jin ged Te al, 
Gr91 t Bl ~e H !·en, Bi - c ol or ed Red wi ng b l a ckb i r d ; Ye Llo w- he aded 
bJ A~kb ir c:.7 Pi .-,cl--bill ed Gr ebe > Shov e l ler, Pi ;i it , ~~:.1.:rannah Sp aJ.'ro w, 
Ge ==.,Jen - c:i:':>wn_. " Sp a· ·ro w 5 Audu")cn Wo ,.'bl er, R111,:,y - cr c1-.~1ed Kin /'.c:le t , 
Bl sr; l,:: Ph 0 t,bf: , Le ast Sa .r.•.l~Jip e t ·. · Mock 1.n gb ir- d , Vir g ir .,.ia Tinil , 'Ir e e 
~ w:·,· , 1c ,1.-r, 1 · n.1· , .: - , ,1"J,, , ,C?u,i, i y l h ;"'.:~ ;5_n r- :=unon 't' P .9.l _. G:=i-:..will , Br an t . 

A. G. Wool 
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QUILLS AND PI NFEATHERS 

En,~ln sed in t h is issu e of the Bulletin is the Holiday Gift list from 
L·-.Ll onal. The Committee felt th at its it ems ar c of year round interest 
~nd should be includ ed - regardless of t he date . 

We a~e mos t app reciative of the prompt arrival of the field trip re
p orts this mcn th , and would su gge st that three days be allo wed a s 
tra ve l tim e for letters and re p orts which are sent to us. The 
Dulletin 1 s deadline is the 21st of the month to assure its reachsn g 
the members in time for them to p lan their own schedul e s more 
c onveniently. 
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