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PRESIDENT1 S MESSAGE 

Greetin g s and best wis h.e s for a hpppy holi d ay season, from all the 
officers an d board of d irectors of the Santa Clara Valley Au dubon 
Society to all its members. 

Elsie D. Hoeck 

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

FIE LD TRIPS: 

Sunday. Dec . 6, to the Ral ph Johnson ranch in Uvas Valley, Charles 
and Fan~ y Zwaal lea d ers. There is a po ssibilit y of Wood Ducks 
on a small reservoir on this interesti ng ranch. Meet at the 
Almaden School on Almaden Road, at Downer Avenue, a little more 
than 5 miles south of San Jose, at R:30 . Br in g lunc h . 

Wednes d ay Mornin g , Dec . 9 , to Searsville Lake, west of Pal o Alto 
with h r. and Mrs. i·1. R . Kirk woo d . Th er e is soft autumn color 
around t he lake at t h is time of y ear and the birdin g there is 
alwa y s interestin g . Meet at the g ate to Searsville La k e at 
P: JO a . m. 

Saturday, Dec . 19, to Oak Hill Cemete ry with Ji m Pe terson as 
leader. 'l'hi s a rea of lawns, trees and shru bs with t h e rock y 
hillslope beyo nd, s h ould p roduce a f ine list of b irds. Meet at 
e n trance to t he Cemetery on highway 10 1 about 3 miles south of 
San J ose at B:30 a.m. Brin g lunc h . 

George Bottini and Miss Zmily Smith. 

REGULAR MEETING: 

Monday, Dec . 14, at 8 :00 p. m. in room 210 Science Bld g . at San Jose 
St a te Coll e ge. Dick Iv1ewaldt will ex p lain the use of diurnal 
activity patterns of ca g ed birds in the stu dy of bird 
mi g ration. 

SCREEN TOURS: 

Monda y, Jan. H3, 195¼, at 8:00 P . M. in the Morris Dai le y Auditorium 
at Sa n Jose State volle ge. "Wildlife of Marsh and 1\ ountain" , by 
Cleveland P . Grant, noted lecturer and wildlife photographer . 
A color movie of wildlife - inclu d in g waterfowl at their nestin g 
areas. shore birds , ducks, grebe s and hawk s. Also antelope, 
deer, buffalo, moose, caribou and bear. 
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STUDENT GROUP ACTIVITI ES: 

Saturday, Dec. ~. the Student Gr oup of tne ~anta Clara Valley 
£1.udubo n Soci ety ha s planned its first meet in t:; t o bring young 
people to get~1 er to explore the out - of - doors . They will meet 
Jeanie Nieri at Ne i-m1an 1 s General Store in 1Joodsi de at 8 : 30 a . m. 
to see the bird , animal and plant life at Crystal Sprin g s Lakes . 

This group is for young people who want to study the ou~ - of 
doors seriously by attencing an d leadin g field tri ps . ~h e first 
meetin g is to p lan future trips and. lea der s. Audubon members 
who know of young people who would be interested are invited to 
have t ~em call Miss Nie~i at EI:erson 6 - 334 3 . (GraGes 6 to 12) 
They may also join th e Society throu gh a student member sh ip . 

We dne sday, Dec . 9, at R: 00 p . m. the San ta Cl a ra Valley 4ud ubon 
So ciety wi ll h ol1 a meet in g in roo m 21 0 , Science Bldg . at San 
Jose State Colle ge for al l t ea chers, na~ure leaders an d othe~s 
i nt ereste d in infor mation ab ou t Audubon Junior Clubs . These 
clu b s are valuable in maintaining classroo m inter e st in Con 
servation and Nature Study . Please pass the word alon g . 

Jeanie Ni eri, Cha ir man of 
the Sducation Col'lli~ittee 

ANTUAL CBRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Our t we~ty third Christmas Bird Census will be ta k en in the San Jose 
area on Sun d ay, Jan . 3 . Groups in all pa rts of the country will be 
making bird counts during the week of December 27 to January 3 . All 
count a reas must be within a circle 15 miles in diameter . The 
ce nte r of our area is at t ~1e junction of 1'-1abury Road and Capitol 
Avenue . ,Je want to cover this area as completely as possible, to 
obt a in t h e best possible in ex to its bird p opulation . we need _lots 
of hel p - the more eyes t n e better - so plan to pa rticipate this 
year . h side from its scientific value, it is lots of fun . It is a 
sort of game to see h ow many species can be recorded in one day in a 
given area . Everyone can help - counting , cr..ecking or drivin g a car . 
Do you know where owls r oost in this area? Or where there are 
unusual nw nbers of birds. For the count, meet in San Jose at corner 
of E. San Carlos and 5th Sts, by the campus, at 7 : 30 a . m. p ro mptly. 
George Bo ttini will explain the rules of the count and outline the 
procedure at t he meeting place . Br in g lu n c h . 

Miss Emily Smith 
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C!yde and Agnes }rusman led abou t 35 Cl ub ~embers alon g Black Road 
to th e r ane Ranc h, on JTova nbe r 7. The follo wi ng b irds were note d at 
the Lak eside Sc:1001 s top : D~wic lc j,Jre n , Bro wn To,·rhee, Fi.uby crowned 
Kinglet, Pur p le Finch, Green ~ac c Goldf i nch, Flic ker, Downy Wood 
pecker, Stellar' s Jay, California Jay, Chickadee, Q,uail, Qpeg on Junco, 
Cummon Tit mou se, Pudubon' s ~varbler, Townsend 1.rvar b ler, Hermit Thrush 
and Golden crowned Sparrow . 

These birds were seen near the water company lakes : Green Heron , 
Great Blue Heron, ~ in gfisher, Killdeer, 50 Coots, 6 Rin g nec ked Ducks, 
12 Ruddy Ducks, 4 Baldpates, 2 Scaups, 1 Mallard, Wrentit, Audubon's 
Warbler, Black Phoebe, Bewick Wren, Chickadee, Stellar Jay, Golden 
crowned Sparrow and California Jay . 

During the lunch ·hour in the Kane's patio t::1.e broup observed : Black 
pt.oebe, Titmouse, Anna's Hummingbird, Cedar 1·Jax win g , Robin, Golden 
cro wned Sparro w and later Hestern Bluebirds were found near the 
inter s ection of Skyline Boulevard. 

The report fro m the Los Banos Game Refu ge visit unfortunately missed 
t h e Bulletin's deadline. :\ 1 '.fo ol conducted 18 member s thr ou gh the 
reserve and the trip was most successful . Hi gh li ght of the day was 
t h e si ght of 6 Flori d a Gallinules . Other birds obs erv ed were Snow 
Geese, many varieties of ducks, cranes and Cana da Geese . 

NOVEMBER RBVI E"v,j 

The San Jose-Santa Ciara County Junior Museum opened November 15 , at 
Alum Rock Park . It d:.s:pla y s permanent, lifelilrn exhibits and livin g 
plants and animals. .... dioran :a of the Bay mud.flats with re presenta
tive bir d s in natural poses and one of a hibitant group of animals 
native to Alum Rock Park posed against the Canyon background are t h e 
special .features. An outdoor trail pro gram is being or ganized by 
Sam Smok er, r ecent San Jose State Colle ge graduate. It will keynote 
many of the Junior i-'iuseum activities .for schools and youth groups, 
and will include a streamside museum, exhibiting characteristic 
aquatic life, as hi ghpoint of his conducted tour. 

The :Museum will provide an animal lending library for schools and 
homes wit h out pets; a meetin g place for Junior Audubon, Junior 
Scientists, Scouts and Camp.fire groups . It will conduct special 
programs suited to needs of the handicapped . 

Leaders .for bird study groups will be sou ght from the Santa Clara 
Valley Audubon Society membership, Presi dent Elsie Hoeck advises. 
She praised the work our members have done on the Museum dioramas . 



Page 4 

The 22nd Annua l Convention of ·.-Jestern Outdoor Clubs held this fall 
agreed upon a number of resoluti ons of inte:'est t°c) all conservation
ists . Its 30 western mountaineeri ng and h :lking clubs membership 
issued policy governin g state rr-ents: 

1. To protest construction of dams or similar st~uctures which 
would be adverse to the interests and principles of the 
National Park Syste m. 

2 . To continue Dinosaur National Monunent; its possible change 
i n st a tus to a National ?ark ; protested proposals to con
struct dams within its boundaries. 

3 . To maintain the present boundaries of Olympic National Park . 

Th e Act s ough t by Resolution J l, would b ar such projects as the pro 
posed Ia n gs River project in the Kings Canyon National Par!c . The 
Federa t ion commende d the National Par k Service for refusin g to p ermit 
ro ad c onstruction t hro u gh the Joshua Tree National Monument in 
Southern California. 

Waterfowl in the Pacific Fly way 19 r;3 . Th e National Audubon Society 
deplores a change of policy by the Fish an d Wildlife Service . Formerly 
huntin g seasons and ba g limits were base d on the supply of ducks 
available. This year the p olicy see ms to h ave been reversed . Of
ficial statistics sh ow a sli gh t decrease in t he duc k p opulation but 
huntin g re gulations were lib era .lized, the San Francisco office of 
Na tional states. The reason given was to a lleviate bird depre d atio n s 
on ag ricultural crops. "The effective and ti me h onored use of the 
principle of sup p l y and demand has been ab andoned in favor of the 
hi ghly question able princi p le of contr ol l i ng depredations by indis
cr iminate hunti ng . In the op inion of the National Audubon Society 
this is a dan gerous trend, one which if carried out mi ght well 
reduce or even nullify the effect of the Mi gratory Bird Treaty . The 
Society believes t h at the depredations probl em would be more 
effectively met by the issuance of special ~illin g per mits in the 
ar e as affecte d . '' 

~UILLS AND PI NFEATEERS 

Youn g birds an d .fle dglin g ed i t ors have at l e ast one characteristic 
i n common . Th eir fi r st fli gh ts are hi ghly ex p er imental an d often 
humoro u s . Th e next ti me we s ee a rel u ct ant feathered baby teeterin g 
on th e edge of the nest we will und erstand his problem - perfectlyt 

The B~lletin 1 s staff hopes to g ive full covera ge to news of the 
Socie ty 's activities an d to add it ems of state and national interest . 
Materi a l sent to the Editor bef ore the 21st of the month will be 
welcomed . 


