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F I E L D 0 B S E R V A T I O N S 

The summer visitants have departed. Most of the winter visitants 
have nrr1ved and are present in good numbers. With the exception of t~ e 
resident Plain Titmous e and Roadrunner, th G f ollowing records pertain 
t o species which are normally present in th e South Snn Francisc o Bay 
region only during th e wint 8r sea.son. 

WHITE-FACED IBIS, Oct. 18, Moss Landing • . Manette and Herb "li ttgenst ei n. 
noADRUNNER, Oct. 19, one near Guadalupe Mines. B.C. Goldsmith. 
LED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER, Oct. 5, Los Ga tos. Gladys Roc·ord. 
SAY PHOEBE, Sept. 13 nnd regul arly since, San Martin. Jo Ouderkirk. 
PLAIN TITMOUSE, Oct. 22, one excavating a (r oosting?) cavi t y in a. rotted 

branch of an ORk tree on th e Stanford campus. The bird 
twice appeared at the entrance t o the cavity and "spit 
out sawdust." Dr. and Mrs. M.R. Kir kwood . 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH, Oct. 9, Mt. Hermon. Adis t Boylan. 
Oct, 10 and 12, one at bird bath and also seen 
in pepper tree in Menlo Park. Marjorie Davis. 
Oct. 20, one calling near Los Gat os. Emily Smith . 

VARIED THRUSH, Oct. 5, five birds, Mission Ridge. A,J. Wool. 
Oct. 6, call notes near Los Gatos. E.s. 
Oct. 9, call notes at Mt. Hermon. A. Boylan. 

HERMIT THRUSH, Oct. 4, near Cupertino. Lucia DeWolf. 
Oct. 9, Los Gatos, G. Record; and Oct. 10, Alma, E.s. 
Many other records on subsequent dates. 

GOLDEN-CR0-,1NED KINGLET, Oct. 22, one bird, Stanford campus. Kirkwoods. 
Oct. 27, call notes and sight of two or three 
in alders along Smith Cr., Mt. Hamilton Rd. E.s . 

RUBY-CRO'NNED KINGLET, Oct. 6, one near Los Gatos; and Oct. 10, two 
near Alma. E.S. 

AUDUBON WARBLER, Oct. 10, Los Gatos. G. Reco rd. 
Oct. 24 , a loose flock of abo ut 50 foragin g in oaks 
and on ground, Los Gatos Memorial Park. E.S. 

WHITE-CRO:VNED SPARROW, Nov, 1, a bird bande d on March 14, 1952, by 
Emily Smith, returne d t o her [_·arden. This bird 
ca rries a distinctiv e , ve r y whi te spot, the size 
of a nic k el, on it s lef t fl ank . "White-Spot" 
has be en a r Bgular winter visitant t o the Smiths' 
garden since the s ea s on of 1919-1950. That fir s t 
winter its crow~ --strip os w0re t an and brown, 
indicating a bird in its fir s t year, which means 
it is now in its f ourth ye ar. In tho fall of 1950 
it returned on Oct.1 8 and. remained until Mar.29. 
Last ye ar it was pr ese nt fr om Oct. 6 to Apr. 14. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



F I E L D T R I P REPORTS 

'l10 "ROADS OLD AND 1TEW;' AROUND LEXINGTON DAM, October 12, 1952. Since 
al l members of the Audubon Society are i nteres ted in conservation, we 
tw enty participants in this f~~l~ trip, wer e glad to have th e opp ortu ni 
ty of inspectin g t h e n ea 1~·l:,.r cn rorJ leted Lex :'i.ng ton Darn. As we s too d on 
what was at that date 1~ho ... ::"eG l: of the Darn . a little awed by it s bignesg 
a titmouse called from. an oak tree of f t o ~nE) side. The familiar sound 
brought an uneasy qu est iop:;_r..1::. to th e :r.d nd of t his observer at least. 
Will all t he furred and feat her· -'3d ar:i mf...ls, soon to be dispossessed by 
the rising waters, find s atisf~ctory n nw terri t ori e s in t ho r egi on 
ar ound the lak e ? And what aho--xb t·!1:>Se whi'..!h wilJ. lose their winte r 
sto r es , like the Acorn Woodpec ·1!~0rs wh:lcb wo had ju2t b 06n wat ch ing ? 

From th e darn we drove thr ou gh t he old.--ti mo t .)wn of A:1..ma, now almost 
r,ornple t e ly dismantled and removed from th o r es e r 1oir site .. We conti nue d 
1..!p the Old Santa Cruz Eighway to where th e two no w a cc ess roads for the 
mmmtain communi ti es meet~ We walked alon g th o still un:.Pl:1ished upp or 
r oad t o a little pond which was fring ed with wil l ows , Clt~ta ils, tu l Ga, 
vrat er plantains and oth e r int eres ting wat e r plants e Around this pond rm 
fo und a nun1b6r of bi rds, n ·)tably a Yellow-thro at which was singing o. bi t. 

On th e way to Ald cr croft we stopped by th e new brid ge a cros s th o 
Los Gatos Cr u ~k and explored a long the cr o0k. At l un ch t ime , while r:i t
ting a round t he Sno ~ s ' patio , eve r y on e enjoy ed watchin g th e birds nt tho 
f ood tra y , and espe c ia ll y the Pygmy Nuthatches on t he suet f e0d0 r and a 
Brown Cr e6per on a tr ee trunk e,lose by. 1''ina lly, as a fitting clim ax 
for the d ay in which we h nd already seen thr ee species of woodp e cke r s , 
a Red-brensted Sapsucker m~dc its appea ranc e . 

Birds s0en or heard V.iC !' O as follows: Red-tailed Hawk , Ca liforni a 
0uail, Killdee r, Acorn Woodrs cko r, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Hairy Woo d 
f'b Cko r, Do ·my Woodpecker, BJ.acl{ Fhocbo , St e ll e r Jay, Scrub J ay , 
Ches t nut- b2.cked Chickad ee , rl a in Titmous e , Bush tit, Pygmy Nut hn.tch, 
Wren-tit, Bro wn Cr eepe r ~ Bewi ck Wr en, Californ ia Thro.sher, Robin , Vari ed 
T:'1:rush , Herrni t Th.rush, Ruby -cr owned King l e t, Audu bon Warbl er , Yc llo w
'11J:Lr-2n t, BrE::wer Bl a ck blr·d, Purple F i n ch, Rous e F inch, P in G Siskin, Gree n 
b a c:.rnd Goldfin ch, Sp otted Towhee, Brown Towh0 e, Or egon Junco, ·:;h i to
cr owned ~parrow , Golden-crowned Sparrow, Fox Sparro v , and Son g Sparrow. 

Angelin~ Snow, Lea d e r 

TO CALERA CANYON, October 25, 1952. Bright sunshine and the hospit a lity 
of Mr . and rv:rs . Vdl linm Hatton gr ee ted the Audubon Society membe rs on 
their a rriv a l Qt th e Hat ton r Rnch hou se in the Caler a Cany on. In th e 
living room, whGr e th e register was signed: 0v e ry ono was at tr a ct ed to 
th -s grEJa t flre ;_:>lac e mo.d e of ne::-;ive di a t omo.ccous rock. Lr..t or, a long the 
traD , sa.."ilples of th is whit e ror:k we re f onnd c on t a ining fo ss il sh e ll n. 

The tr ail l ed up tho Ct'.n~ron , with chD.parr r.l on on e s id e a nd wood ed 
r lo pe s a cr oss tho cr ock , Int e r es tin g pla.nt ; s as well as birds Rnd r 0clr.s 
we re obse rv ed o A very larg6 fla nk of Pin e Si sk ins were picking s eeds 
out of sy c amore balls whe n a Sharp -shinned Ho.wk suddenly dashed thr ou c:h 
th e t:re e , sc c ttcring th e small birds, but it _nppn r en tly missed a c atch . 

'l·h e bird s 1:ts t e d for the day in,:;lud ed : - Sh a r p -shinn ed Hawk, Red 
t aj_lu:i Ifa.vvk, Cn.l iforniR Quail, Mcu.rnirig Dove, Rcd-shR.fted Flicker, 
Ho.i. r y WoodpE, Cl{(.il' ., Nutt a ll Woodpe ck6!', Blnck Pho eb e , St e ll e r J ay , Scrub 
J r.1.;;•·9 Cro w, Che:,stnu t-b a cked Chi~kade0 , Plain Tit mous e , Bushtit, Wr en-tit, 
Bev.':! ck Wr en, Hum i t Thrush (b rief song her.rd), Ruby-crowned King l e t, 
Auduo on ~a rbler, 3 ouse Finch , Pi ne Si sk in, Gre en-backed Goldfinch, 
Spct·i·,ed Towhee, Brown Towhe e , Oregon j\~.nco, Whi te-crown 0d Sp ar row . and 
Gold L;n-crovmed Sparrow. 

Cha rles and Viola And e rson, LE-ad e rs 



C A L E N D A R F O R N O V E M B E R 

:/ IELD TRIP on this comin g .Sunday , November 9, with Dr. Malcolm Miller -" 
· o look for shore and water b ird s. The tri p will inclu de t he Palo Al t c 
·.,::ach~ Harbor are&, where Dr. Miller has mad e bird population counts, afo'.i 
't;he 11 even better slou gh s and marshes in t he vic i nity of t he Sunnyvale 
nump. 11 Meet in Palo Alto, a t s. P. Station, at 8 :00 a.m. Br ing lunc t , 

REGULAR NOVEMBER MEETING in Pa l o Alto on Mond ay , Nov. 
in the Junior Mus eum, Communit y Center. Dr . Fr.ank A. 
of Birds, Museum of Vert ebrat e Zoology, Uni ver 3it y of 
spe ak on "Summer Bi r d-Li fe of Point Barro w, Ala ska. 11 

i llustrated with Koda chr ome sli des. 

10, at 8: 00 p . m. 
Pit elka, Curato r 
Cali f ornia, wil l 
Hi s t alk will be 

Char l e s Si ble y , Pro gram Chairman 

FIELD TRIP on Saturd ay, November 15, to Los Banos Bi r d and Game Refu ge , 
with Mr. and Mr s . Alb ert Wool as leaders, to s ee gr ea t conc entration s 
of ducks and geese. and pe rhap s Sandhill Crane s . Meet in Los Banos at 
Tiny's restaur ant on Hi ghway 15 2, for br eakf ast at 8 :0 0 a . m. If you 
do no t want br eakf as t in Los Banos, be a t Tiny 1 s a t 8: 45. Br i ng lunch. 
Members of the Mont er ey Penin sul a Audubon Soci et y wi ll h av u a trip to 
t he Refuge on Sunda y , November 16. If you en~ not come Sat urd ay, 
you are invit ed to join t hem at Tiny's at 9 : 30 n .m. on Sunda y. 

MIDWEEK BIRD TRIF on Wednesday morning, November 19 , t o Dr. Harold RHl'"' s 
es t a t e in Woodside. Mrs. Marjorie Dav;~ 1s· p1 ~rinin g th e tr ip. Meet i n 
Woods ide at Cal dwell(s St or e at 8:30 a.m. 

FIELD TRIP on Sund ay , November 23, to Hall's Vall ey and Smith Creek, on 
th e Mt. Hamilton Road, wi t h Mr. and Mrs. Cl yde Prusm an as l ea ders. Th e 
aut 1m1n colorin g shou1 a -be at it s bes t . Meet at junct i on of M~. Hami lto n 
Road with llum Rock Ave ., ea s t San J ose, at 8 ~30 a. m • . ri ng l unch . 

IELD TRIP DATES FOR DECm[ ER (de tai l s in December Bul l e t i n) 

Wednesda y mor ning bir d t r i ps, December 3 and December 17 
December 13, Satur day , Huddart Park in Woods i de 
December 28, Sunday , 1952 Chri st mas Bird Count 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEW MEMBERS we ar e gla d to welcome to Sant a Clara Vall ey Audubon Soci ety ~ 
Mrs. K.B. Barn es , Rt. 2, Box 462, Los Gato s ; Mi s s Alic e Fr eedman, 2155 
Cornell St., Falo Alt o ; Mi s s Haz el Fr eeman, 1011 Asbury St ., San Jo se ; 
Dr. C.P. Harrod, 1212 F'ulton St., Falo Alto ; Mr s . Mil dr ed Eddy Knight, 
81 2 Creek Dr., Menlo Par k ; Mr s . Mar y J. Li ttl ef ie l d , 16585 Kehn edy Rd . , 
Los Gatos; Mr s . Paulin G McMast er and Miss Mart ha McMas t er, 1421 Glen
wood Ave., San Jos e ; Mrs. Fhy rn e s. Russ ell, Nat ur al Hist ory Mu s eum, 
St anford; Dr. Herb ert c. Witt ge nstein, Dept. of Econ omic s , St anford. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branch of NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIET~ 

Pr esident --- Dr. H. B. Humphrey, 715 Fr emont Ave ., Mountain Vi ev1 
Corr. Sec. -- Miss Eva All en, P.O. Box 772, Los Gato s 
Editor------ Dr. Charl es G. Sibley, 15880 Ravin e Rd ., Los Gatos 
As soc. Ed .... Miss Emil y Smith, 19651 Gl en Un a Drive, Los Gatos 

Meetings ar e hel d on the second Monday of each month (exc ep t July and 
August) alternat el y in San Jo se and Palo Alto. Guests ar e welcomo. 


