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FALL MIGRATION 

The fall migration has been in progr ess since July. The shorebirds and waterf owl 
were the first to begin their flight, followed in Augnst and September by increasi ng 
numbers of land birds. Evidence of actual passage is of ten subtle---the gradual 
departu re of the nesting warblers, vireos, flycatchers, and gro sbeaks is not as 
apparent as the arrival of those same groups in the spring . Occasional flocks of 
ducks or geese, migrant hawks, or groups of swallows are seen during daylight and the 
calls of migrants drift down from the night sky. The newly developed technique of 
"moon-watching" has provided an additional method for the detection of migrant bir ds 
at night. 

Species of land birds which nest farther north or in the high mountains and which 
spend the winter with us are now beginning to appear. Audubon and Townsend warblers, 
Golden-crowned, ¼bite -crowned, and Fox sparrows have arrived. Others to be looked 
f or include Varied and Hermit thru shes and the Ruby-crowned Kinglet . Vagrant speci es 
such as the Townsend Solitaire, Evening Grosbeak, Red Crossbiil, Slate -color ed Junco, 
and White -throated Sparrow are r ecord ed just rar ely enough to prov id e more than usual 
interest when detected. 

FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

OSPREY, Aug. 19 at Santa Cruz. Grace Brubaker 
AMERICAN COOT, 8ept. 17, 7 imm. and 38 adults, Searsville L. Mr . and Nrs . C. Mueser. 
SNOWY PLOVFR, Sept . 26, l on dike of salt pondi at Alviso . G.B. 
SPOTTED SANDPIP::i:R> Sept . 26,1 on dike of salt pond at Alviso . G. B. and Emily Smith, 
RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER, Sept . 26, 1 at Mr, Tourtillot 1s on Metcalf Rd. E.S. 
BLACK PHOEBE, Sept . 17,, song flight followed by vigorous song from perch. The Muesers. 
SAY PHOEBE, Sept. 18, 1, Mines Rd. near Livermore; Sept. 26, t~ tcalf Rd. E.S. 
?WESTERN FLYCATCHER, Sept. 18, Cedar Mt., Alameda Co. E.S. and Sept . 26, Alum Rock 

Park, G. B. In both instances th e birds wer e silent, hence the 
doubt attached to the species identificati on . 

WOOD PEWEE, Sept . 4, 1, Aldercroft Heights , Lina Snow. 
HORNED LARK, Sept. 26, flock of at l east 50 foragin g at margin of Cale ro Res. G. B. 
VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW, Sept. 15 and 17, 4 at Searsv i ll e Lake. E. and C. Mueser. 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, Sept . 17, 1 at Searsville Lake , E. and C. Mueser. 
BARN SWALL01!:, Sept . 15 and 17, 2 at Searsville Lake , E. and C. M. 
R3D-BR".ASTED NUTHATCH, 8ept . 18, Cedar Mt., Milt on Seib ert; Sept. 20 (E.S.) and 

Oct . 4 (c.s . ), both near Los G;i_to s . 
BROWN CR~EP0R, Sept , 17, 2 on willow at Searsvi lle Lake. Muesers . 
MOCKINGBIRD, Sept . 25, 2 winter visitants (not present during nesting season) si nging 

vi gorously to establish boundarie s of their respective feeding terrj_tori cf 
for the winte r. One bird present sinc e Aug. 8, no singing. Call not es 
of two birds first heard Sept. 10. Occasi onal singing first noticed on 
Sept. 21, Vigorous song and pursuit first observed Sept. 25. E.S . 

CEDAR WAXWING, Sept . 15 and 17, flock of 18 (mostly imm.) flycatching from dead 
cotton wood at Searsville Lake. Muesers. Sept. 26, flock of about 30 
(apparen tly imm.) near Alma. Lina Snow. 

SOLITARY VIREO, Sept. 11, l singing, Chews Ridge, Monterey Co. E.S. 
AUDUBON WARBLER, Sept. 18, 2 Cedar Mt., Alameda Co. H. Seibe rt. 
TOWNSEND NARBLER, Sept. 7, 2 ¥a th flock of Pigmy Nuthatches, Santa Cruz Mts.M.E. ShGC. 

Sept. 11, at l east 8 observed on Chews Ridge, E. S. Sept . 17, at 
bird bath near Los Gatos, Eva. McRae. Sept. 17, 1, Ald er croft 
Heights, L.S.; Sept. 18, Cedar Mt., M. Seibert 

PILEOLATED WARBLER, Sept. 13, 1, Santa Cruz Mts., M.E. Shore; Sept . 15, 1 at Sears vil1J 
Lake. E. S. 



WESTERN TAN.AGER, Sept. 61 1 in San Jose. Wilma Harris 
AM"::RICAN GOLDFINCH, Sept. 15, fledgl in g fed, Searsville Lake. E,S. 
GR?EN-BACKED GOLDFINCH, Sept. 17, fledgling fed by male, Searsville Lake. Muesers. 
BROWN TOWHEE, Sept. 19, fi ght ing image in auto hub cap, near Los Gatos, Gladys Round::. 
WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, Sept. 15, 2 ad. on lawn near Los Gatos. E.S. Sept. 15 and 17 

flock of about 25, Searsville L. The }Jui~sers. Sept. 19, 1 ad. 
and 2 imm. Santa Cruz Mts., M. Z . Shore; Sept. 21, ,3 ad. and J 
imrn,, San Jose. Grace Brubaker. 

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW, Sept . 17, 2 on lawn with V..nite-crowns near Los Gatos. E.S. 
Both species present in numbers by Oct. 2 and songs heard. 

FOX SPARROW, Sept. 2S, near Los Gatos one pr esent, a second arriv ed Oct. 5. C,S, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NOCTtm.NAL MI GRAT ION STUDY 

Four stations were in operation during the full moon period from Oct. 1-5. All 
could have used more help, espe ci ally the Palo Alto group. 

From the unprocessed data it appears that more migrants trav el down the cent er 
of the 0anta Clara Valley than along the margins next to the hills. The San Jos e 
St ate College station record ed approximately twic e the total number of birds durin g 
the all-night watch of Oct. 2-3 than the Los Gatos or East Foothills stations. 

The next series of moon-watching periods will be Oct, 30, 31, Nov. 1, 2, J. 
The night of Oct. 31 will be the all-night watch. (This will conflict with the first 
scr een tour so help will be hard to get---please lend a hand if pos sib le). Plan now 
to help---contact Emily Smith (Los Gatos), Grace Brubaker (East Foothills) or Les 
Sleeper (Palo Alto). The San Jose Bt ate College station has enough student help t o 
man it . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

TO ALVISO J.ND THE DUMBARTON BRIDGE, September 14, 1952. The Santa Clara Vall ey and 
Golden Gate Audubon soci eti es met in Alviso for a joint trip to shorebird spots at 
the south end of San Francisco Bay. Los Est~ros Road from t lv is o to Zanker Road, th~ 
Leslie Salt Co. evaporating ponds southwest of h.lviso , and th e: oas t approach to th e 
Dumbarton Bridge wer e investigated. Roadside ponds along Los 8steros Rd. were dry 
and some of the best spots were not occupied by th e usual numbers of birds. The 
Leslie .Salt ponds near Alviso provided th e best concentr ation s. Northern Phalarop e~ 
were numerous, some individuals of which were so gray-backed as to lead to an extended 
debate as to their id entity--Red or Northern? All wer e decided to be Northern when 
se en at close r ange . 

Species recorded were: Eared Grebe (500 or more on ponds at th e ea st end of t he 
Dumbarton Bridge); White Pelic an, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Ameri can 
Egr et, Black-crowned Night Heron, Mallard, Pintail, Shoveller, Lesser Scaup, Marsh 
r;awk, Clapper Rail, Coot, Bl ack-b ellie d Plover, Killdear, Long-billed Curlew, Marbled 
Godwit, Greater Yellow-legs, Spot terl. t:;andpiper, Hillet, Blatk Turnstone (2 at ea st 
end of Dumbarton Bridge), Dowitcher (sp.?), Western Sandpip er, Least Sandpiper, 
Avocet, Northern Phalarope, Ring-bi l led and Californi a gulls, Forster Tern, Barn 2nd 
Cliff swallows, Red-wi nged and Brewer blackbirds, Sav.annah and Song sparrows. 

The weath er vms cle ar and warm. In general th e total numbers of shorebirds 
seemed rather low for mid-September and none of th e hoped-for r are vagrants was found. 

Charles Sibley 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



REPORT OF FIELD TRIP TO ALUM ROCK PARK, September 27, 1952. Twenty-six 
observers journeyed into Alum Rock Park to make a survey of the birds 
present at the season of the year when one hopes to get late dates for 
migrating summer residents and early ones for winter visitant birds. 

The weather v,ras definitely on the summery side, but the lower 
picnic grounds ( 11Rustic Lands"} were in deep shade, and soon every one 
sought the warmth of the sunny hillside across the road. A short hike 
led up to the bac k side of Alum Rock-the huge roc k of lava which guards 
the entrance to the Park, and for which the Park was named. As we 
rested in the shade of the Blue Oaks we noted how many birds were sing
ing: Wren-tit, Bewick Wren, Mockingbird, California Thra sher, Western 
Meadowlark, House Finch, Green-backed Goldfinch, and the winter-visitant 
Vfl1ite-crowned Sparrows. While we were in the lo wer picnic grounds we 
had heard Brown Creeper and Song Sparrow singing. 

A small party of real mountain climbers s et out for Eagle Rock, 
where Manette Wittgenstein saw an Audubon Warbl er, the third winter
visitant for our trip. (The first was a Towns end Warbl er in the low er 
picnic grounds-a wint er visitant from far north of California.) 
The rest of th e party divided: some to take the upper tr ail into th e 
pa rk center, and tho rest to follow the bridl e path along the creek, 

Aft er a picnic lunch in th e Big-leaf Mapl e Grounds, t on -of the 
party had energy enough to wal k up the bea utiful trail which follows 
th e South Fork of the Penitencin Creek to the falls, in s ea rch of a 
Dipper. They finally had to be satisfied with just a call not e as a 
Dipp0r fle w by uns ee n, However they saw a sil ent Western Flycatcher on 
its way to Mexico, and a Winter Wren which may have be en a vagrant, 

The following birds were s ee n or heard during the trip: Turk ey 
Vulture, 3; Sharp-shinned Hawk, l; Cooper Hawk, l; Red-t a il ed Hawk, 2; 
Sparrow Hawk, l; California Quail, small cov ey; White-throated Swift, J.; 
Red-shafted Flicker, 6; Acorn Woodpecker, 15; Downy Woodpecker, 2; 
Nuttall Woodpecker, 3; Bl a ck Phoebe, 3; Western Flyc atch er, l; Steller 
and Scrub jays, not counted; American Crow, 4; Chestnut-backed Chicka
dee, 10; Pl a in Titmouse, 9; Bushtit, one flock of at le ast 60 and thre e 
smaller flocks; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Wren-tit, 4; Brown Creeper, 
7; Dipper (Water Ouzcl), 1; Winter Wren, 1; Bewick 1.1\lr en, 4; Canyon Wren, 
l; Mockingbird, 4; California Thrash er, 4; Hutton Vir eo, l; Audubon 
Warbler, l; Townsen d Warbler, 2; Western Meadowlark, 3; House Finch, 
large flock; Green-backed Goldfinch, large flock; Spott ed Towhee, 5; 
Brown Towhee, 12; Lark Sparro w, l; Rufous-crown ed Sparro w, 2; .0regon 
Junco, 30; ~'hite-crowned Sparrow, flock of about 45; Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, l; and Song Sparrow, 10. 

Grac e Brubak er, Leader 

BUTANO FOREST. Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society contributed $ 361.0 0 
to the Butane Forest Fund, and $50,00 to the But ano Crunpa ign Committ ee , 
as a result of donations from its members. 

The long struggle to save at least a. part of the But ane Forest j_s 
reaching anoth er crisis. At the November election San Francisco vot ers 
will decide wheth er or not their city shall contribute $100,000 toward 
the purchase fund. The supervisors of Santa Cl ara and San Mateo 
Counties have already voted $100,000, conditional upon San Fr ancisco's 
contribution to the fund. If San Francisc ans vote YES on Proposition C 
th ey can save th e South But ano Grove, and stand to gain a priceless 
park within an hour's drive of their city. We Audubon Society members 
can still help the cause by urging our San Francisco friends to vote 
f or Proposition Con the November ballot. 

Emily Smith 



CALENDAR F O R 0 C T O B E R 

FIELD TRIP on this coming Sunday, Oetobe~ 12, to roads new and old 
~ro und Lexington Dam. Mrs . Irving Snow is planning the trip. Meet in 
Los Gatos, in front of the Lyndon Hotel, at 8:00 a.m. Bring lunch. 

~EQULAR OCTOBER MEETING in San Jose on Monday, October 13, at 8:00 p .m. 
in Room 210, Science Building, San Jose State College. The program 
will consist of motion pictures on birds. The films were recently 
acquired by San Jose State College and show many species of western 
birds in their native surroundings. Dr. Charles G. Sible y will hav e 
charge of the p rogram. 

MIDWEEK BIRD TRIF on Wednesday morning, October 22, to the Stanford 
campus. Dr. and Mrs. M. R. Kirkwood, who kn ow the campus so well, wil l 
l ead the trip. Meet in Palo Alto at s. P. Station at 8:30 a.m. 

FIELD TRIP on Saturday, October 25 , to Calera Canyon, about 10 miles 
s outh of Salinas , Mrs . Louise Hatton, memb er of the Monterey Peninsu l , 
Audubon Society , has invit ed our Society to come to her ranch. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Anderson, who will l ead the trip, promis e fine 
birding, Meet at int er s ection of Salina s - Monterey '~ighway and Corral 
de Tierra Rd. (s e cond road on l eft side of High way af t e r cross ing the 
Salinas River bridge , south from Salinas). Meetin g time, 9:00 a .m. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS. Two series this se as on! In San Jose the Scre en 
Tours will come on Friday evenings, th e fir s t on October 31; and in 
Redwood City, on Saturday aft e rnoons, beginnin g on Nov ember 1. 
The enclosed folders, one for the San Jose s e ries and th e other for 
the Redwood City series, give all the details. 

FIELD TRIP DATES FOR NOVEMBER~ 

Nov. 5 , ~edn esday morning trip in th e Los Gatos ar ea 
Nov. 9, Sunday , shore and water birds trip with Dr . Malcolm ~iller 
Nov. 15, Saturd ay, Los Banos Bird and Game Refug 0 , with Alb ert Wool 
Nov. 19, ~edn esd ay morning tri p to Dr. Harold Ray ' s estat e in Woodsi de 
Nov • . 23 , Sunday , Hall's Vall ey , with Mr. and Mr s . Clyd e Pru sman 

NEW MEMBERS we are glad to welcome to Santa Clara Vall ey Audubon Soci ety: 

Mrs. Doris L. Hubbard , Box 333 , Campbell; Charl es Rend, 285 Walter Hays 
Drive, Palo Alto; Pet e r Seyrnour, 304 Vill age Court, San Jo se ; and 
Mrs . F. B. Wright , 131 Stanford Ave., Menlo Park. 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branch of NATION/ L AUDUBON SOCIETY 

President--~ Dr. H.B. Humphrey, 715 Fr emont Ave ., Mount ain View 
Corr. Sec . -- Miss Eva Allen, P.O. Box 772, Los Gatos 
Editor------ Dr. Charles G. Sibley, 15880 Ravin e Rd., Los Gatos 
Assoc. Ed. -- Miss Emily Smith, 19651 Glen Una Driv e , Los Gatos 

Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month (except July and 
August) altern a tely in San Jose and Palo Alto. Guests are welcome . 



1952-1 953 AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 

Arrangements for the 1 952-1953 season of Audubon Screen Tours are 
being complete d . There will be a Frid ay evening series in ontgome ry 
'rheatre in San Jose I s Civic Auditorium, and a Saturday afternoon s eries 
in the Sequoia Union High School Audit orium, Redwood Ci ty. 

San Jose Program 

Friday, October 31, FI'an William Hall - 11The Fou r Cor ner s 11 

Friday , December 5 , Robe rt Hermes - "Bonavent ur e Di ary ;' 
Friday , February 6 , Howard Cl ea ves - ;'By .Sky Cr ib to Glaci e r " 
Friday , 1-~arch 6 , Allan Cruickshank - "Sant a Lucia Sea Cliffsa 
Friday , April 24 , Walter Sha ckle ton - "Odd ities in Naturer' 

Redwood City Pro gram 

Saturday , November 1, Fra n William Hall - "Jun gle Journ ey 11 

Saturday, Dec emb er 6, Robert Hennes - "The Grass For est 11 

Saturday, Fe bruary 7, Howard Cl eaves - "Animal s Unaware" 
Saturday, March 7, All an Cr uickshan k - "Sea Cliff Adventures 11 

Saturday , April 25, Walter Sha ck leton - rroddi ti es in Natu re" 

Fo r the f ourth year a childre n' s mat inee ser i es will be offere d 
Frid ay afte rnoons to th e schools of Santa Cla r a County on a nomi na l 
a t-cost basis. 

The Audubon Scr ee n Tours in San Jos e and Redwood City are jointly 
s pons or ed by the Santn Clara Valley Audubon Soci ety and San Jo so State 
Coll ege . Repr esen t ing the Coll eg e in th e p l annin g i s Dr. Car l Duncan, 
head of th e Nat v .. r a l Sc ien ce Divisi on; r ep r 0s enting t >e Soci ety is 
Mr. Wilbur F . Lui ck, chairman of the Audu bon Scr een 'i'ours Committ ee . 

San Jose St 2t e Coll ege wil l handle t he se aso n tick et ma il ord ers 
for th e San Jos e ev enin g s e ri es in the Natur al Sc i enc e Divis io n Offic e , 
a.nd wi ll t ake che.rgo of t he f inan ci nl r e cor ds in th e Gradu ate Manage r's 
Offic e . Fubli c Rel a tions Offi ce r, Mr. Lowel l Pratt, wi ll do a r epea t 
perf orrnan co on the ex ce ll ent news releas es p r epi::.r ed for the 1 95 1-1 952 
Scr ee n Tours. The Audio-Visu ~l Ser vic e Cent e r, und er t h e d ire ction of 
Dr . Rich a r d Lowis, wil l p rovid 0 equipmen t and p roj ect i onis ts. 
Th e Spart an Da ily wi ll gi ve spa ce to news st ori os , o..nd membe rs of th e 
Nnturnl Sci enc e Division wi ll person ally ad v or t is o th o Scr 0on Tours 
mnong th ei r stud ents . 

Tasks whi ch th e Soci et y mu s t p e rform inclu de ge ttin g pub licity 
f ol de rs and tic ke t s prin t ed ; add r e ssing and stuffi ng cnvolop6s for th o 
mailing list; cont a cting newspape r s f or pub li c i t y and adv er tising; 
p r epa rin g p ost e rs and ge tting th em pl aced; ent e r t a ining l e ctu r ers dur i ng 
th eir stay; s ellin g ti cke ts nt t he box offi ce ; coll ecti ng tick ets at 
the door ; and mu.ny oth er t asks . Listed be lo w Qre t as ks f or whi ch t h e rc 
nr e alr eady vol un t ee rs, and als o f or whi ch ot:tr0r volunt ee rs ~.r e wo.nt ul : 

Publicit y Committ ee (San Jose) 
Cha ir man - ? 

Mai ling li st - Mrs. Eva McRae 
Post e r s - ? 
Windo w disp l ay - ? 
Newspap er ad vertising - Albe rt Wool 

Ent 6rt a inm ent Comrnit t ee (San Jose) 
Chni rrnnn - ? 

Dinn Gr a rran gemen ts - ? 
Fi eld tr ip arra ngements - ? 



House Committe e (San Jose) 
Chairm an - Emily Smith 

Ticket selling - i'1rs. Fanny Zwo.al and Mrs . Ruth F nulus 
Ticket collectin g - Elsie Hoeck and Mrs. Gra c0 Brubak er 
Audubon Table - Mrs. Irving Snow 

If you a r e willing to help e ith e r as a ch a irm an or ns a wor ker , 
p l ea se t e l ephone or write Mr. W.F . Luick, 571 Arlet t a Ave ., San Jos e 28 , 
CYpress 2-1758. 

Mrs . Bernh ard F . J ako bs en has t 8.ken the r e sponsibility for guiding 
t he Redwood Cit y Saturd ay af t e rnoon series to a successful conclusi on . 
::;ho ha s formed a committ ee to as sist her wi th th e wor k of publicity; 
:...olling , and administ r ation. 

One of th o i mport an t W[~ys in which e ach member of th e Soci ety 
t·-~m help the Audubon Scr ee n Tours to succeed is to assist in th e s al e 
of s0ason tic ke t s . By Rdvcrtising th e Scr ee n Tours among your friend s 
e.nd by person ally guo.r o.nt ee in g the s r..le of a t l eas t t wo s ea son tick et EJ 
you cnn provid e on e of th e most effectiv e means of nRsuring success . 
Costs of the Screen Tours hav e in cr eased during the pa st year , and th e 
cooperation of nll th e members of the Soci e ty wi ll b e need ed if we are 
to succeed . Th6 enc losed pro grrun folde rs, one for th G San Jos 0 seri es 
and one fw>- the Redwood Gity- S F;P.i&s. , cont nin inform ati on concer ning 
where you co.n pu rch ase se as on tick e ts by ma il ord 0r or dir 1 0ct sale . 

Wil bur F. Luick 
Cha irm an , Audubon Scr ee n Tours 

Audubon Scr ee n Tours 
Room 100, Scienc e Buildin g 
San Jo se State Coll eg e 
San J ose 14 , Ca lif ornia 

- --- ---- ------

SAN JOSE ORDER BLANK 

Enclosed fi nd ch eck or money ord e r in th e araount of$ ____ _ 
Pleas e send season tickets ns indicated below . 

Nmne 

General Se~s on Tickets a t $3 .0 0 each, t nx 
Student Seaso n Tic ke ts a t ~~l. 80 ea ch, t ~x 

incl. 
incl . 

--------- ----- -----------------
Addre ·ss ----- -- ---- - --- -

! ••••••••••••••••••••••••• o• o•••••••••••••••••••••••o••••••o••••••••; 

Audubon Scr ee n Tours 
c/o Mrs. BernhA.rd F . J ~:1sckson 
1 325 John s on Str ee t 

REDWOOD CITY ORDER BLANK 

Menlo Fo.rk , Ca llfornia 

Enclosed find ch eck or money ord e r in the amount of$ __ _ 
Please send se a son tic ke ts a s indic a t ed below. 

Nrune 

Gener al Sea s on Tickets at $2 . 40 e~ ch, t ax 
-- ·- - Stud ent Season Tickets o.t $1.50 8a ch, t o..x 

--------- ------ ·----
Address ----------- -- ----- --- ------

incl . 
in cl. 

. . . . . 
• 

I . 
• • . . 
. . . . 


