
BULLETIN OF THE 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

THE NOCTURNAL MIGRATION OF BIRDS --------
The nocturnal migration of birds is a phenomenon that has intri gued orni tholo g~;_,-,ts 

for centuries. Recently, techniques for the observ at ion of migrating birds seen 
through a low-power telescope against the full moon have been developed and by means 
of special mathematical calculations the direction and density of nocturnal migrants 
may be computed. 

In 1945 Dr. George H. Lowery, Jr. of Louisiana State University began a study 
of nocturnal migration . In the spring of 1948 he enlisted the aid of a large number 
of observers scattered over the eastern United States to obtain counts of birds 
crossing the full moon during the spring migration. The r esults of the more than 
1000 hours of observation by over 200 observers were published by Lowery in 1951. 
(A Quantitative Study of the Nocturnal Migration of Birds, Univ . of Kansas Publ. Mus. 
Nat. Hist., 3:361-472). 

Among the interesting conclusions drawn from this first lar ge- scale study were 
the fallowing: 

1 . Nocturnal migrants fly singly more often than in flocks. 
2. The nocturnal migratory flight is apparently preceded by a r esting or 

feeding pause during which there are few migrants in the air. 
3. There is a gradual increase in the numbers of nocturnal mig rants up_ to the 

hour befo r e midnight, then a decline until dawn. 
4. "Evidence so far does 1:ot prove that migrants follow narrow topographically 

determined flight lanes. 
S. A correlation exists betwe en air currents and flight trends, suggesting 

that most night migrants are greatly affected by atmospheric pressure 
patterns. 

Dr. Lowery and his associate, ~.fr. Robert J. Newman, have announced the initiat i rn 
of an even more comprehensive study for this fall. They are especially interested 
in obtaining data from the western states . Our help has been solicited and the 
1mdersigned has assured Lowery and Newman that th e Santa Clara Valley Audubon Soci et . .
will r espond. ('i\'ILL YOU???) 

The procedur e is simple. The full moon is watched through a telescope by an 
ohse rv er who not e s th e passage of ~ir~s crosaing th e faqe of the moon. A second 
person r ecords th e time and direction ' of flight. The original data sheets will be 
sent to Lowery and Newman who will perform the calculations and send us a summary of 
our observations . 

Clyde Prusman has offere d the use of his telescope--Emily Smith has already 
sta rted work on the project . The place of observation will probably be at the 
Prusman home in Los Gatos . 

¼E NEED VOLUNTEERS -- to man th e •scope and act as Recorder. Here is an 
opportunity to l earn something interesting about birds and to participate in a most 
;orthwhile project. The periods during which observations will be made will be th e 
nigh ts of full or almost-full moon in Sept. , Oct., and Nov. {Sept. 1-5; Oct. 1-S; 
Oct . JO-Nov. 3). On the enclos ed postal card pl ease indicate if you will help out 
w:i.t h this study. Even if you can put in but an hour or t wo---please let us know. 

Charles Sibl ey 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * "* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NESTING SURVEY 

The Nesting Survey contunu cs to be most succ essful. Several hundred nestin g 
r ecords wer e submitted dur in g the pas t three months. Watch now for l ate nests and 
fo r young birds being fed out .of th e nest . Remember, this is a lon g-t er m projec t- 
s o continue to send in r ecor ds . 



BOOKS 

"Ying Solomon's Rfog 11, by J( onr ad Lor enz ( Crowell Fubl . Co. 19 52, ~-4. 00) • 
-- Curt Dietz and !ferb and 1'!2.n ::t t ·~ Wittg enstein r er d this entertaining book in U:e 

original German and vrer .:::l extr 0mely <mt husi A.stic abo ut it . It i s now avail able in .;m 

exc e llent English tr ansl 2.t io n r.nd i s r~comr.andc d J'or all ,;rho enjoy c1nimals. Lor enz 
i s th a Austri an ornithologist v:ho has contribut ed so much to our understanding of 
anim a l beha vior . 

"The ~tucty of Ins t inct" by N. 'I'inberg cn (Oxford TJniv . Pr e ss . 1951. ~~7 . 00) . Afine 
r ~vi e,•; of the sci cr:.'"!-; of anirn.<:l behavior writt en by o·:1s of t h-:.; f or emost aut.hori ties 
on th e subj e ct . Tinb~r g,_m i s pr ;:::s ,:mtly Lectur er i n Animal R~b~vio r at Oxford . 

"'.!:'he Bird : It s Li fe and ~:tr u.ct ur e ", bJ Gertrud P.'oss . ( I:erb ~rt J~.mkins Publ. 1951. 
~fMO-Y:--T his is a gen.::r &l ornitholo gy with chapt ers on migr ,tt.i un, r ep roduction , 
structure, cl as sificD .ti on , e tc• At prc.•sent it is abo ut th e onl y mod8rn tr eatise in 
English which will providG concis e discussions of avi an bio l ogy. 

c.s. 
~}* ➔{-* ➔} ➔:-* 

If your address 
pl eccse se nd us your 
in which you may be 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
has been cha nged b;r the Sant a Clara County Pl Lnning Commission-

new ndrlr 2ss on th 8 enclosed pos tal c:::.i.rdl Check th e othllr it ems 
int erest ed., 

➔~- ➔} * * * ➔~- -:~• * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
:t-.TEW OFFICERS 

The officers for the comin g ;)•8arw ere e l ected at the Jun e meetin g . They ar e : 

President.: Dr. H. B. Humphrey, 715 Fremont A"ve-.; -Mountain View 
Vic e- Pr es: John P. Harvill e, 576 Le.ssen, Los Altos 

Mrs . I;;s th ~r Ollis, P. O. Box 786, Los Gat os 
Tr cP.surer : l;rs . 1~v2. 7-•'cRae , San Jos e ~tate Coll ege, San J·os e 
Cor r. StJctJ r : Hiss Eva All en, P . O. Box 772, Los G2.tos 
Rec . fiecty: Mrs . Geo rg e R. Bottini, 855 Popl ar St . , SantA. Clara 
Council Members : ~'iss Elsi e Hoeck, S'.~ f. . 6th . St . f'.2n Jose 

Mrs . Fanny 7.wa::i.l, L.7B Clifton, San Jos e 
Mr s . " , A. Hil L,b rc:nd , 345 Yello gg, Palo Alto 

COMMITTEES 
The follovd.ng committ ees were app ointed at th e first mec bn g of the Council. 

The pe rson whose name appe2 rs first i n each comrni tte.:o is th e chc1irman . 

BY-LAVS 
;1ilbur Luick 
Em.i.. ly Sm.i.. th 
Henri Hill 

FIELD TRI PS 
Emily Smith 
Carolin e Davis 
Charl e s Anderson 
Charl e s Si bley 

CONSERVATION 
i~att Vesse l 
Jil"l Pete rs on 
Charles Anders on 
B.C . Goldsmith 

MEMBERS:·!IP 
Angelina Snow 
Agnes Prusman 
Janet Koppel 

PUBLICITY 
Les Sl eepe r 
Clyc "c Pru c:man 
Ann P8t2 rs on 

PR.OGRA.M 
Chc'.rl e s Sibley 
Malcolm Mill er 
J.:r s . 1,T. H. JIScCormick 

SCR.'ZB~! TOURS 
v_ ilb 11r Luick 

SOCIJI.L 
Gr ace Brub~k '"':r 
Fanny ~;vc'..al 



FIELD OBSERVATIONS 
CALIFORNIA QUAIL. June 11, femal e f lus hed from brooding of small chicks, n~ar Los 

Gatos. Col . A.E. J½rrill. 
BLACK-NECKED STILT. July 8, 3 juv 8nil es f eedin 6 i n a pond, 1 mi. E. Alvis o. C. Sib l ey 
CASPIAN TERN. On June 21, N•r . Ci:.rl yl e Sather (s oJ Gul l , Jli :2 8 ) made a census of t }:e 

colony near th e ea st end of Du.mb<1rton Brid e:e and on July 8 the colo ny 
w;:i.s visi tGd by Chc)_rlcs Sibley and l"ilt on Seib ert. Following is a 
comp~ri son of th e t wo counts , tak en 17 days apart . 
N,~sts vrith Nests with Nests with N<)sts with . Nests with 
ono egg t wo eggs thre e eggs 1 egg, 1 young two young. 

June 21 ••••••.••• 52 75 11 27 23 
Jul y 8 ••...... •. 45 27 1 19 15 

Sath er counted 202 non-flying young out of the nest; Sibley and Sei bert 
found approxi mat ely 175. 

FORSTER TERN. On July 8 Sibl ey ~nd Seib ert investig at ed two coloni es on the South 
Bay . (1). On 2n old salt pond dike across the Dumb~rton Bridge ro ad 
from th e YGO tr ansmitt er. This colony cont ai ned: 7 nests with one eg ::; 
4 with 2 eggs; 3 with one. Forty-fiv e eggs wer e sc attered on th e 
ground out of nests; 3 downy young in nests; 30 non-fl yi ng young ; 
10-15 j uvenibs on t ho wing. Adult s number ed b~t;wcen 60 2nd 70. 

(2).0 n t he sam<.) day th e same observers checked th e colony sout h of the 
Oliv er Dr os . Salt Co. on the appro ach to the San Mateo Bridg e , Only 
a f ra ~ti on of this col ony could be ro2 ched but along one ser i es of 
dik es w~r G found 8 nests with one egg ; 7 with 2; 10 with 3; one with 4; 
and mor e t han So non-flying young w~r e se en in th e vicinity. 

LEAST TERN. On sand dunes north of Construct i on Rd., Moss Landi ng, a nest contained 
2 eggs Jul y 4; 1 nes tlin g , 1 egg, July 17, and on July 21 the nest was 
empty and one young was se em n<),:i.rby. C. ,(i_nders on . 

RED-SHAFTED FLICJ;ER. July 25, 2 fl edglings fed by par ent neAr Los Gatos . Emily Smith. 
ACORN WOODPECKER. Aug . 5, f eeding l arge nestlin gs , Los Gatos . E. S. 
A8H- THROAT~D FLYCATCHER. Ju."le 21, 4 young left nest, Los Gat os . Gl adys Record. 
Bk1CJt PHOEBE. Jul y 27, foe di ng 2 l arg e nestlin gs . Lofl Gc.it os . E. S. 
lNE8TEHN FLYCATCH;J;R. Ju]y 19., 4 young left nest. Known t o be 3rd brood; first was 

fl edged rnccessfully, second dest ro yed as eggs. G.R. 
J :,ly 17, rec entl y hatch ed nest li ngs ne2.r Los Gat os. "S. S. 

TRAI LL FLYC.f\.TCH1R. June 11, a tr ans i ent in San Jose . Milton ~,~ib ert . 
WOOD P2WEE. Jul y 19, f em_.l e worki ng on nearly fini shed nest; f l edglin gs being f ed 

ne~rby on July 12 9.nd 16 . Nea r Los Gatos. ~.S. 
Aug . 5, f eedin ~ small nes tlings in Los Gat os. E. S. 

OLIVE- SIDED FLYCATCHER. Feedin g l ar ge nestlings near Los Gatos. C.S . 
ROUGP'-WINGED SWALLOW. June 6, .feedin g nestlin gs at Mt. Hermon. E. S. 
CLIFF SWALLOW. Aug . 1, f eedin g nest lings, Los Gat os . E. S. 
PURPLE H.1i.RTIN. June 6, pair clt. nes t tr ee which was used in past 3 or 4 years in r.~t . 

H1:;r mon; July 16, mr.1.l e singin g in fli ght near Los Gatos . E. Q. 
PIGMY NUTHATCH. JunG 6, fe edi ng n;rntl i ngs, Mt. H.3rmon ; June 12 di gging nest hol e 

at Castl e Rock, Sant a Cruz Mts. 2 . S. 
WHITi'.i- BREASTED NUTHATCH. Jul y 14 and 17, feeding f l edglings, i~ld ercroft. ' Lina Snow. 
RED- BREASTED NUTHi,.TCH. June 22, caJ.l notes of 2 or 3, Castl e Rock, M. Witt genstein. 
BRQ1~7N CREEPER. July 31, one f or agin g on prune tr e8 near Los G.1tos . S.S. 
MOCKINGBIRD. June 11, nest wit h 4 eg;{s hatching, n,:,1.r Los Gat os . Col. A. E. Merrill. 
GOLDEN-CR011'11ED YING LET. June 22, 2 sin ging, Por tol2 Park . l\Jcll .Sl eeper . 
LOGG'SR!..:EAD ,C1ERIKE. June 1, 3 young out of nest near Salin as. Chc>.!3. Anderson. 
YELL0'.17 FARBLER. June 13, fee din g small nestl ing s, Los Gatos . G. R. 
hUDUBON WARBLER. June 15, f 8edi ng fl edg lin g, Castl e Rock. 2 . S. 
H'!::RR CT 111.ARBLER. June 8, 12, 15, 22 (2 m~>:.l es sin gin g at seme time) Castle Rock. 

Sin gin g mal e et M.t . Hennon, Juno 6. ·~. S. 
TOLJ\fIE WARTJLER. July l u , m-3.l e f eedi ng 2 fl edglin gs, Sant a Cruz Hts. i~ary Ellen Shor e . 
BROWN-HEADED C01NBIRD. July 16, 6 (1 male, 2 femal 3s, 3 :imm. ); call notes h0ard dai l y 

in Jul y unt il Jul y 24, nea r Los Gat oG. E.S. 



'WESTERN Tl.NAGER, June 13, male feeding .nearly fl edged young, Los Gatos. G. R. 
June 22, f emale feeding nestli ngs, Castle Rock, E.S. 

HOUSE FINCH. Aug. 1, f eeding small nestlings near Los Gatos. E.S. 
GREEN-BACKED GOLDFINCH. Aug. 1, fe eding small nestlings, Sant a Cruz Mts. M.E.S. 
1.'i]~.ENCE GOLDFINCH. July 6, activ ely nest buildin g near Los Gatos. Known to be th e 

3rd nest. First brood fled ged; incubating on s0cond nest May 18 
but not known if successful. E.S. 

BROWN TOWHEE. July 16, banded female feeding small nestlings. Same female was 
f eedin g previous brood of nestlings on May 19, Near Los Gatos~ E.S. 

OREGON JUNCO. July 27, fled glings being fed, Aldercroft. 'Lina Snow. 
7-'HITE-CROWNED SPl.RROW. Nest (contents?) at Moss Landing, May 20. C. Anderson. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
With regret we report the passing of the only knovm breedin g colony of the 

American Egret in the South Bay area. The grove of eucalyptus tr ees 1 mile southe ast 
of Agnew was cut down in early July. On July 8 most of the traes had been felled 
and four dead nestling Great Blue Herons were found on the ground. The bulldozers 
doubtless had covered many more. Both the egrets and herons may reloc ate in some 
other grove so watch for developments next year. 

Charles Sibley and Milton Seibert 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST ------

To MOSS LANDING with the Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society , Saturday, August 16 
Meet at 9:00 a .m. on Construction Road (the road which crosses the north arm of 
Elkhorn .Slough about½ mile north of the concr 8te bridge on Stat e Route #1. 
The fall migrati on of shorebirds and water birds is now underway and Moss Landing 
is an excellent area for observing them, Bring lunch. 

To LLVISO 21\LT MARSHES, \~.'ednesday morning, August 20, to observ e shorebird s. Meet 
at .Alviso Grammar School at 9:00 a.m. 

To HALF MOON BAY and points north alo ng the shore, Sunday, August 31. Meet in 
Woodside, at Caldwell's Store, at 8:00 a.m. Bring lunch. 

ADVANCE NOTICE ON SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIPS (details in Sept . Bull etin) 
Sept. 14, Sunday, shore bird tr ip to A.l viso and Dumbart on Bridge, 
Sept . 17, Wednesday morning tri p to Searsville Lake. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Enid Austin, 1116 Mandana Blvd ., Oakland 10 
Mr. Fred Cantu, 90 Glen Eyrie Ave., San Jose 25 
Mrs. E.P. Hunt, 1248 Harriet St,, Palo Alto 
Miss Florenc e Mills , 860 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto 
Mr. Carlyle Sather, 1290 Grove St., Apt. 204, San Francisco 17 

Yrs. Austin and Mr. Sather are long-time members of the Cooper Ornithological 
Society and the Golden Gate imdubon Society. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Mr. Russell H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7, is the new editor of the 

Season Reports for Audubon Field Notes , Middle p·acifi c Coast Region. Observers who 
have been sending records to Dr. Jean M. Linsdale, the former edito r, should now 
send thorn to 1~ . Pray. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Mr. Harry Adamson, the bird artist, has been asked (by the Ed.) to design a new 
heading for our Bulletin. Vi.Te hope to have it by Jan. 1953. If you have any ideas 
please let us hear from you . 



F I E L D T R I P REPORTS 

TO SAN ANTONIO VALLEY, April 27, 1952, At 6 a.m., Daylight Saving Time, 
·:.here were five cars at the meeting place for the trip over Mt. Hamil ton 
~o San Antonio Valley. Soon th ey were on their way. At 6 a.m., Pacific 

_ Standard Time, five more cars met for the trip. By the time the second 
carcJ.~ran had overtaken the fi r st, in Hall I s Valley, the early birders had 
alra~d y listed the following bird s for that area (near junction of Mt. 
HaJ':-.ilton Road al'1d Quimby Road): Mourning Dove .. Red-shafted Flicker, 
p_~c,rn 111/oodpeck er, Western Kingbi rd ( in ter ri torial dispute), Western Fly 
t;a·~,c"l-ier, Violet-green Swallow, Scrub Jay, Yellow-billed Magpie, American 
r:) .'l"IV, Plain Titmouse, House Wren~ Robin, Warbli ng Vireo, Yellow Warbler, 
V~e~i Lern Meadowlark, RedH•winged Bla ckbird, Bullock Oriole (nest-build ing ), 
Ll'eNer Blackbird ( nest with 5 eggs), Blac k -headed Grosbeak ( in territo
:.>ia ·L dispute and son g flight), Purple Finch, House Finch, Green-back ed 
l'oldfin ch, Lark Sparrow, vVhi ts-crowned Sparrow, and Lincoln Sparrow ( one 
in weedy fence row, clearly seen). 

Together we continu ed our trip over Mt. Hamilton and down into 
I~ ab8 l Valley, where a mimnorning snack was enjoyed, especially by the 
&aI ·1y bi:i'."'clers. One car r epor t ed seeing 15 Band-tailed Pigeons just eas t 
cf the s1unmit, and hearin g Olive-sided Flycatcher in the Coulter Pin es 
th e~e . The following birds were listed in Isabel Vall ey : Turk ey Vultur e , 
Fl8d· ·t ailed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, California Quail, Killdeer, Mourning Dov ~:, 
Red -sh af ted Flicker, Acorn Woodp ecker, Nuttall Woodpecker, Weste rn Kin g
bird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Black Pho ebe , Western Wood Pewee , Violet
green Swallow, Yellow-billed Magpie, Plain Titmouse, White-br eas ted 
Nu.thatch, Weste rn Bluebird, Blue - gray GnatcC;.tchcr, , Vi/c::;terr-i Mondowlark, 
Brewer Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, House Finch ✓ Green-b acke d Gold
finch, Brown Towhee, Chipping Spa rrow, and Gclden -c ~c~ned Sparrow. 

In San Antonio Vall ey~ at the Gerber Ranch nnd nea rby abandoned 
school hous e , we obs er~rnd these birds: Gre en Heron, Turkey Vulture, Red
tail ed Hawk, Sparr ow Haw:'.{: California. Quail, Killdeer, Mourning Dove, 
Barn Owl (de ad) , Acorn Woodpecker, Lewis Woodp eck er, Western Kingbird 
(nest-building), Black Phoebe (4 nests, one with 4 newly hatch ed young 
and the oth ers wi th eggs ), Say Phoebe (pair f ee ding young in nest on 
ridg ep ol e protruding und er eaves of barn), Weste rn 1Nood Pewee, Violet
gre en Swallow (pick ed up feath er from ground), Scrub Jay, House Wren, 
Bowick Wr en, Robin, Western Bluebird, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-breast ed 
Chat , Pil eol at ed Warbl er, English Sparrow (nest-building in a cotton
wo0d), Western Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, Yellow-headed Blackbird 
(f err.~le and mule by creek), Bullock Oriol e , Brewer Bl a ckbird (nest in 
cypre ss), Brown-headed Cowbird, House Finch (4 nests, with 1-6 eggs), 
Brown Towhee, Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Gold en-cro wned Sparrow. 

Returning home by way of Arroyo Mocha nnd Liv ermor e , one of the 
cars stopped to exami ne a Poor-will which hnd b ee n run over; and at the 
same place the song of a Canyon Wren was heard. About 10 miles before 
re a ching Livermore, those in tho lead car saw the promised Phainopepla, 
as it flew across the road-a male in fine plumage! 

Caroline Davis, Leader 

(And the promise that we would see fine displays of wild flowers was 
also fulfilled. There were carpets of gilias, Gold Fields, Tidy Tips, 
lupines, Johnny-tuck, Owl's Clover; masses of Meadow Foam, California 
Poppy; colonies of Royal Larkspur, Blazing Star, Bitter Root! E.S.} 

_ ro WOOLS' RANCH, May 4, 1952, The weather was clear and warm, ideal for 
birding. The caravan, followin g the Calaveras Road eas t from Milpitas, 
made its first stop in the Arroyo de los Coches, where a short walk was 
taken along a wooded road beside the s tream. The pretty little pond of 
last year was gone-washed out by the heavy rains of last winter-but 



there was an abundance of water in the stream, which assured us a large 
number of species for such a small area. 

At the Wools' ranch, a mile or so farther along the Calaveras Road, 
birding centered around the new pond which now replaces some of the cat
tail marsh. This year a colony of about 300 pairs of Tricolored Black
oirds are established in the marsh. Jim Peterson and the leader waded 
out among the cattails and surveyed the nesting Tricolors. Of 30 occu
p ied nests, 9 contained newly hatched young; the remaining nests held 
eggs. The many nests in the process of being built were not counted. 
The nesting peak for the colony probably will not .be reached before the 
~ iddle of May-two weeks later than other years. 

After lunch we drove up the Weller Road but were unable to locat e 
the Rufous-crowned Sparrows which have always been there at this tim e of 
ye ar. No Grasshopper Sparrows, either-nor have I seen any this year. 

Our list for the day: Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Cooper Hawk, 
Red-tailed Hawk (nest with 2 young, less than a week old; also 2 fence 
lizards and a striped racer which had been brought as food for young), 
Golden Eagle, Sparrow Hawk, California Quail, American Coot, Killdeer, 
Mourning Dove (nest), Anna Hummingbird, Red-shafted Flick er, Downy Wood
pecker, Western Kingbird (nest), Ash-thro ated Flycatcher, Black Phoebe, 
Western Flycatcher, Western Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, Violet-gr een 
Swallow, Barn Swallo w, Cliff Swallow, Scrub Jay (nest), Yellow-billed 
Magpie (nest), Americ an Crow, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Pl a in Titmouse, 
Bush tit (pair feeding nestlings), House Wren, Bewicl{ Wren, Mockingbird, 
Russet-backed Thrush, Western Bluebird, Loggerhead Shrike, Hutton Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Tolmie Warbler, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Pileolated Warbler, Western Meadowlark, Red-winged 
Blackbird (3 · or 4 pairs among the Tricolors), Tricolored Blackbird, 
Bullock Oriole, Brewer Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Black-headed 
Grosbeak (nest with 4 eggs), Lazuli Bunting, House Finch (4 eggs in nest 
in Milk Thistle), Green-backed Goldfinch, Spotted Towhee, Brown Towhee, 

- Lark Sparrow, Oregon Junco, and Song Sparrow. 
Albert J. Wool, Leader. 

TO SEARSVILLE LAKE, May 1?, 1952. When the eleven observers gathered at 
the gate to Searsville Lake at 8 o'clock, there was a light ground fo g, 
but it soon gave way to warm sunlight-very warm, before we left at noon. 

Our announced objectj_ve on this trip was to record nesting birds. 
In carrying it out we spent so much time standing around to watch evasive 
par0nt birds, that we covered very little ground. A pair of Yellow
throats kept us watching long est; and even then the nestlings were not 
found until the next morning when the two leaders crone back for further 
watching. With the exception of a walk over to the cottonwoods by th e 
Corte de Madera Creek where the Great Blue Herons nest, we spent our 
time alorig the south end of th0 lake. 

At noon we were glad to accept Mr. and Mrs. Charles Muoser 1s invi
tation to picnic at their home on Oakwood Place. Their shady "backyard" 
proved a delightful place for picnicking and armchair birding. 

The following birds were listed at Searsville LP.lrn, those showing 
nesting activity underlined: Great Blue Heron (6 occupied nests, 4 with 
nearly fledged young and each of other two with an adult bird on it), 
Mallard (female with 7 downy ducklings), Ring-necked Duck (a lone male)} 
Ruddy Duck (1 pair, and another male), Cooper Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, California Quail (2 pairs, no chicks 
seen), American Coot (2 pairs, one with 3 downy red-headed chicks, and 
the other with 2 young already showing some juvenal plumage), Band-

- t niled Pigeon (6), Mourning Dove (on nest), Allen Humrnin~bird (female 
carrying cotton), Red-shaftedFiicker, Acorn Woodpeckerfeeding nest
lings), Downy Woodpecker, Western Kingbird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, 
Black Phoebe, Western Flycatcher (2 nests, one with 4 eggs, and other 
with 5 eggs in process of hatching), Western Wood Pewee, Olive-sided 



FJ_ycatcher, Violet-~reen Swe.llow (entered nest hole), Tree Swallow (fed 
r.estling), Barn Swa low (pairj ~ Cliff Swallow, Scrub Je.y, Chestnut
·:·.ncked Chickadee (fed nestlings), Plain Titmouse, Bushtit (pair renovat
:~-~:~g used nest), White-breasted Nuthatch, Bewick Wren, Robin, Russet-

- baoked Thrush (several singing), Western Bluebird, Hutton Vireo, Warb
l i ng Vireo (4), Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-throat 
(several pairs, one feeding nestlings), Pileolated Warbler, ~:Vest ern 

:;;7,3adowlark, Red-winged. B~~l {b~rd (many fledglings being fed), Bullock 
Oriole (2 pairs), Brewer Blac kbird (nest with 3 eggs; also fledgling s 
beinB fed), Brown-headed Cowbird, Black-headed Grosbeak, Purple Finch, 
.iious e Finch, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch (2 pairs), Green-backed 
Cold finch, Spotted Towhee, Brown Towhee, Oregon Junco, and Song Sparr•ow 
(f aeding young in juvenal plumage). 

Les and Nell Sleeper, Leaders 

TO ARROYO SEGO, May 24 and 25, 1952. Members who participated in the 
ove rni ght trip to Arroyo Seco, agreed that the week-end in the Santa 
Luoi.a Mountains yielded scenic beauty as well as an abundance of plant 
a~d animal life. The afternoon was warm when the group arrived at the 
cabin, which had been kindly loaned by Mro and Mrs. w. Livingston, and 
so a tour under the trees and along the c r.nyon rim wus in order. The 
evening me·a1, celebrating Elsie Hoeck' s birthday, was much enjoyed; and 
then desirnble spots outdoors and indoors were selected for the night. 
Finally the campers were lulled to sleep by tho 11song 11 of a Horned Owl. 

A short trip was token early Sunday morning to see the Santa Lucia 
Fir near the river. Mnny other trees, shrubs, nnd flowers wer e obs erved 
nlong the way-nnd, of course, birds. After breakfast a mile-long trip 
was taken al9ng a shady trail to the lakes. So interesting was the walk, 
with so many stops for observation, that noon arrived much too soon. 

Birds seen or heard during the week-end included:- Turkey Vulture, 
- Cooper Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Sharp-shinn ed Hawk (pursued by 2 kingbirds 

and 8 Brewor Blackbirds), Sparrow Hawk, California Quail, Coot, Spott ed 
Sandpiper, Band-tailed Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Horned Owl, Anna Humming
bird, Allen Hummingbird (female feeding fledgling), Red-shafted Flic ke r, 
Acorn Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Nuttall Woodpecker, Western Kin gb:lrd, 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Western Flycatcher, w. Wood Pewee, Violet- gr ocn 
Swallow (carried dry grass into hole), Cliff Swallow, Steller Jay, Sc r ub 
Jay , Plain Titmouse (fed fl edglings), Bushtit, White-brGasted Nuthatch 
(f ed fledglings), House Wren (f ed fledglings), Canyon Wr en, Western 
Blu ebird, Blue- gray Gnatcat~her, Warbling Vireo, Orange-crowned Warbl e r, 
Yellow Warbler, Pileolatod Warbler, Bullock Oriole, Brewer Blackbird, 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Purple Finch, House Finch, Green-backed Goldfinch, 
Spott ed Towhee, Brown Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, and Song Sparrow. 

Charles and Viola Anderson, Leaders 

TO EAGLE ROCK, June 8, 1952. In Los Gatos, at starting time, one of th e 
group expr essed the hope we would see Western Tanagers on our trip int o 
the Santa Cruz Mts. To every one's surprise the lead er replied that th e 
surest place to se e one was in Los Gatos, where a pair was nesting. 
And so we detoured to Fairview Plaza, four short blocks from the center 
of town. Miss Gladys Record had discovered the nest in a livo oak on 
the wooded slope back of her house. Soon a whistled imitation of a · 
PY8Jr1Y Owl's call brou ght the excited pair of tanagers into clear view. 
The nest was too high to see into, but Miss Record has sinc e reported 
th a t the young in the nest were successfully fledged on June 13. 

On our way to Eagle Rock we stopped in the Mt. Hermon area to list
en to the beautiful song of th e Hermit Thrush, and to look for the 
Hermit Wnrbler which had been singing persistently there two days before. 
Charles Sibley's "owl to.lk 11 and the stuffed owl which he perched inn 
tree, excited Western Flycatcher, Chestnut-backed Chickad ee, Brown 
Creeper, Hutton Vireo, Western Tanager, Purple Finch, and Oregon Junco, 
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but there was no si gn that th e Hermit Warbler wns pr r.1oent. 
It was noon bef ore w0 re aohe d the fll' c l ook out on Eagle Rock, at 

:,he north end of th e B6n Lomond ri c1.ge ,. We o.t e ou~ l un ch es, per ched on 
the top of Eagl e Rock, with a ol enr sky above and far-roaching views all 
&bout us. Looking dovm over the -pre.c 1.pit 1JUS east wall of the Rock we 
~ould see Violet-green Swallows in fli gh t. Mro F'anger, in charge of the 
l ookout, said the swall ows were nesting in holes in the r ock wall. 

The b otanically minded wer e interested in a clump of the Santa Cruz 
Cypress ( C_fil.lressus Abramsiana C ,B, Wolf) on the southwest slope. These 
cypresses , kn o1ivn onl y from th e Santa Cruz Nts., wer e associated on Eag l e 
no •.:,k with Knobc0ne Pine, scrub oaks., Chamis e ., Buck Brush, Bush Poppy., 
Etn.d other plants which can ad apt themsel vcs t o steep roc !cy slopes• 

We listed the following birds on Eagle Rock (b et ween the l ookout 
a:1d the gate at the foot of th e Rock): Tur key Vultur e ., Califo rnia. Quai l, 
V.J:aY.: Swift., Hairy 1Noodpecker, Ash-throated Fly catch er ., Vi ol et- gr een Sv:al-
J.ow_, Bushtit, Wr en-tit, Bewick Wren, Calif ornia Thr A.sh er, Hutt on Vil"oo., 
Oro.nge -crown od 'Wnrbl er (fed fl edgling), Audubon Warbler ( in firs ne ar 
ga te), Western Tanage r., Pine Siskin, Spotted Towhee., and Orego n Junc o. 

Emily Smith., Leader 

TO THE SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS, July 13., 1952. The Golden Gate and Santa 
.:_:17:t·~:-:1 Vall ey Aud:ubon Soc L.:ti es j oined forces f or this trip. App roxim at o
J.y 50 pers ons, about ev enl y rl ivj _ded betwee n th e tw o soci e ties, po.rtici
-c J~;ed. The wee.thor was cl er:tr an d wo.rm al ong the cr es t of th e mountains 
tu~; a Spect a cul ar sea of f og f i ll ed the Sant a Cl ar a Vall ey, th e Di ~bl o 
Pange appea rin g as an 1s1 ?.nd mr.ss to th e east. Fr om Sa r atoga Gap th e . 
r o11t e was south f or 3 mil es on Summit Rd. t o wh ere e. singing male Tolmi e 
Warbler refu sed to come out of th e dense gr ound cover., and a Lo.zuli Bunt
ing occupi ed successive s ong per ches al onCT th e edg e of a pea r orchnrd, 
A pu ir of Green-be.ek ed. Goldfinches wore f ee d i ng nest l :tngs . Fr om this 
open country t o th e Dcugl as fir and m~dron e woods nt Gastl e Rock (3 214 1 

elevation) was a short driv e . A Wood Pe wee wns watched as it fed nest
lings., and both lhi'hitc-thr oated and Vaux Swif ts wer e see n overh oo.d, 

Lunch was eaten on the Central School gr ounds, and the midday ebb 
~f avian activity was compens a t ed by an ext ende d period of relaxation 
and conver sati on, On th e return trip a sto p was made on a lik ely side 
r oad , but even the stuff ed owl failed to arouse th e birds from the 
l etha r gy of a mid-July aft ernoon. 

In ad ditio n to th e sp eci es mentioned, th e following were noted: 
T'J.rkey Vultur e , Red-tail ed Hawk, Callforn ia Quall, Band -ta i l ed Pig eon, 
Mourning Dove, Acorn Woodpe cke r, Hai ry Woodpe ck er, Ash-th roa t ed Fly
catche r, West er n Fl ycatch e r, Olive-sided Fl ycat ch er, Vio l et-gr ee n 
Swall ow, rurpl o Martin, St ell er J ay , Scru b J ay , Chestnut-backed Chic k
ad ee , Red-bre asted Nuthat ch, Br own Cree per , Wr en-tit, House Wr en, 
Bm•;i ck Wr 0n, West ern Blu ebird., Golde n-cro wned Kingl et, Hutton Vireo, 
Solit ary Vir eo , Warbling Vir eo, .Audubon Wa:t•bl er, Pi l eol a t od Warbler, 
West ern Tanager, Bl ack -h eade d Grosbenk, Pur pl e F'ln ch, Pin e Siskin., 
Spotted Towhee , Bro wn Towhee, and Oreg on Junco. 

Charl es G. Sibley, Lead er 
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