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ORNITHOLOGICAL QUIZ 

DO YOU KNOW-----???????????? 

1. Why do birds sing? 

2. How often do adult birds molt? 

3. How do birds "know" when to migrate? 

4. Why do some birds 11try to get through the window" in the spring? 

S. Why are many male birds more btightly colored than the females? 

(Answers on a following page). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

The month of May is the high point in the nesti ng cycle for most of the speci es 
in central California. Many more records were sent in than can be published in t his 
is sue of the Bulletin . The response of the members to our pl ea for contributions 
of records to the "Nesting Survey" has been extremely gratifying. Please conti nue 
to send in your r ecords. June will be the month of numerous records of fledglin g 
birds being fed by adults . These records are urg ent ly needed . 

GREEN HERON. Two calling in flight, Los Gatos, May 17. Emily Smith . 
BLACK BRANT. ll"outh of rcott Creek, Santa Cruz Co., 23 on }~ay 17. Grace Brubaker. 
CALIFORNIA QUAIL. Adults and 16 young less than a week old, Way 25, east footh ills 

J.C. Devoss . (Not yet reported on west sid e of S.C. Valley- ;:::d .) 
BLA.CK-NECfED STILT. Incubating, Los Est eros Rd. near Alviso, May 4. ir.s. 

Four eggs seen i n t his nest on May 8. c.s . 
FORSTER TERN. Elkhorn Slough, May 24, 159 nests count ed which were estimated to be 

about half of t hose present. 135 contai ned 3 eggs; 15, 2 eggs; 
8, one egg; and one, 2 newly hatch ed n0stlings . C.S. 

Bk\JD-TAILED PIGEON. About 50 in eucalyptus grov G i n Los Gatos , r•ay 3, present ther e 
si nce Mar.17,E.S. Six each eveni ng, 11ray 17-23, Vfoodsid e , R. Pl eas; 
about 12 ro osti ng Menlo-Ath ,::rto n High School, May 12, Les Sleep0r 
still pr ese nt i n Los P.l tos, ifiay 23. Lynn Robbins . 

MOURNING DOVE. Nest with t wo aggs, San Felipe Rd., 8 mi. SE San Jose, May 13, C.S. 
VAUX SV'iIFT. Two ent er ed a chimn0y in Los Gatos, May 20. E.S. 
ANNA HUMMINGBIRD. Incubating near Saratoga , April 26. Victor Burke . 
ALLEN HU:M!A.INGBIRD. Nest begun 1-~ay 10, f irst egg la id , May 20, Los Gatos, Gladys Recore' 
BLACK PHOEBE, Feeding nestlings, Los Gatos, May 17, E.S. Nest bar el y begun at 

Stev ens Creek, Pay 17, C.S. 
WESTERN FLYCATCHER. Large nestlings May 17 at St ev,:ms Creek, C • .S. In Los Gatos, 

young fl edged May 24 and second nest start0d .~a.y 25, 1.5 fe et 
from the first nest. Gladys Recor d . 

11fOOD PEWEE, Building ~'ay 2 near Los Gatos and nes t being complet ed May 17 at StGv .11s 
Cr eek, C.S. 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCH~R. Feeding small nestlings, May 17, St evens Creek, C,S. 
VI OLf<.:T- GREEN SWALLOW. Buildin g unc.er roof-tile, Jipr. JO, Menlo Park, Mar jorie :r,~.",:i.l'• , 
BANK SWALL01H. Entering burr ows, Wost Cliff Driv e , Santa Cruz, Apr. 29, Eva All en . 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW. One ent er ed hol e in bank, Mt. Hermon, Apr. 29, IT.A. 
BARN SV\TALLOli'1• Nest with .5 eggs near Alviso, May 6, C.S.; buildin g at Palo Alto 

Yacht Harbor, May 16, Malcolm Miller and Lynn Robbins. 



PURPLE MARTIN. Four birds, on0 ent ered last years nest hole, Mt. Hermon,Apr.29, F.i'. 
STELLER JAY. Recently fl edged young, Woodside, May 28, C. and E. Mueser. 
CHESTNUT-BACKED CHICKADEE. t!es t lings, May 4, ~earsville Lake, M. Mill er; nest-b uil :-'.· 

i ng near Sarato ga, }F;ay 14. C. and A. Prusman. Large 
f l edgl in es being f ed near Los Gatos, May 22. E.S. 

PLAIN TITMOUSE. Racentl y hatched nest lings, Menlo Park, Apr. 30. Marjori e Davis. 
Fledglings near Los Gato s, May 19. E.S. 

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Fledged young near Los Gatos, May 18, E.S•; fl edgli ngs 
b0ing fed, Los Gatos, J.fay 20. Glact·s Record. 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Heard and seen on Summit Road, May 3. E.S. 
WREN-TIT. Nest with t wo young and an infertile egg, near Los Gatos, May 18. C.S. 

Carryin g nest material nee.r Los Gatos, May 30. E. S. 
BROWN CRSEPER. Pair building near 1.1:roodsi de , May 26 and 28. C. and E. Mueser. 
BEWICK WREN. Relining fi r st nest, Palo Alto, May 13. 5 of 7 eggs of first brood 

hatched and fl edged. Edith Buss. 
CALIFORNIA THRASH!!:R. Building second nest and f eeding fl edgling, !{cnlo Park, Apr. 

30. M..arjori e Davis . 
ROBIN. Female building second nest while male f ed fledglings and courted femal e , 

near Los Gatos, May 18. E. S. 
HEm."IT THRUSH. Singing near Woodsi de , May 28. E. S. ; Mt. Madonna Park , May 24, C.S. 
RUSSET-BACKED THRUSH. 10 bi r ds cnlling and sin gi ng near Woodsid e , ,'pr. 30, R.P. 

Call notes Hay 2 and song 1~ay 17 near Los Gatos, E. S. 
VffiSTERN BLUEBIRD. Feeding nestlings near Los Gatos, May 18, E.S. 
TOWNSEND SOLITAIRE. Distinctive call not e repe at ed many t imes from high in a fir 

on Summit Road, ~ay 3. Could not see the bird. S. S. 
CEDP.R WAXWING. Flock seen r egularly until May 10 near Los Gatos . E. S. 
HUTTON VIF1EO. Large fl edglings begging from adults near Saratoga, May 13, C. and 1, . 

Prusman; nest wit h eggs near Woodside, May 17, Roberta Pl ea s. 
SOLITARY VIREO. Building May 18, incubating Me.y 29 (3 eggs plus one of Cowbird) in 

Los Gatos . Gl 2dys Record . (s ee r ecord under Cowbird followin g) . 
WARBLING VIREO. Incubating Lpr . 29, fe edin g nestlings May 14, attacking a Cowbird 

in same loc atio n in Los Gatos, Apr. 18. E.S. 
PARULA WARBL'rill. On May 24 at Point Lobos, Mr. Kenneth Legg report ed th e presence 

of a pair of t hi s eastern speci es in the :t~ont er ey Pines near th e 
Rangers house. Also seen by oth er competent observers . This is 
th e first r ecord of this speci es in th e stat e of California. C.S. 

ORANGE-CROWNED V'TARBLER, Smell nestlings, Los Gatos, May 10. Gladys Record. 
YELLOW WARBLER. Young i n nest at Ste vens Creek, May 17, c.s. 
AUDUBON vlrnRBLER. Throe mal es "chnsi ng each oth er", Santa Cruz Mts., May 8 and 9, 

I.Kary Ellen Shore • Singing on Summit Road, May 3, E. S. 
HERMIT WARBLER. Seen and heard, Sum.mit Rd., Yay 3; 3 singing mal es, Mt. Hamilton, 

eas t sid e of summit, May 6, E.S. 
TOLYIE WARBLER. Pair near Los Gatos, May 2; 3 oth er mal es heard n3ar Los Gatos, E.S . 
LONG-TAILED CHAT. Woodside , May 4, R.P.; Los Gato s, i!ay 14-31, G. Record. 
HOODED ORIOLE. Nest wit h l 2rg e young in fan palm, San Salv ador between 6th. and 7th. 

BULLOCK ORIOLE. 
COWBIRD. Egg i n 
lfi.'ESTERN TANAGER. 

in San Jose , May 26. Young left by May 28. Jone Pankow. 
Feeding n8stlings near Los Gatos, ~-~ay 18, TI:. s. 
nest of Solitary Vireo, Los Gatos, May 29. G. Record . 
Nest in liv e oak (eggs?) at count y picnic grounds, Stevens Creek, 
May 17, c .. c::.; both parents f eedin g fl edglings, Los Gatos , May 23; 
on May 29 f emale on nest clos e to same spot (25 f eet away) G.R. 

BLflCK-HEADED GROSBEAK. Nestlings near Saratoga, May 14 (Prusrnans). 
LAZULI BUNTING. Menlo Park, Apr. 30, E. S.; bui ld inr, J,lurn Rock Park, May 19, M. Vesf cl 
EVENING GROSBEAK. Last seen at Zwaal 1s feeding tr ay on May 14 (4 pr esent). 
LA11'.RENCE GOLDFINCH. Male f eeding fl edglings, female incub ating second clutch near by 

near Los Gatos, May 19, E.S. 
SPOTTED TOWHEE. Feedi ~g nestlin gs near Saratoga, May 13, A. PrusmAn and Emily Smi t l 
OREGON JUNCO. Fledglings near Saratoga, May 13, A.P.; building, Woodside, May 26, t 
SONG SPARROW. Fled glin g and parents, Menlo Park, Apr. 30, ~(arjorie Davis; build i11,.-· 

at Stevens Creek, May 17, Milton Seibert; nest with one egg, San . Jar 
May 28 and 3 small nest lings near Los Gato s, June 1, c.s. 



ORNITHOLOGICAL QUIZ 

Following are the answers to the questions on the first page of this issue. 

l. Bird song functions primarily to advertise the presence of a male bird on his 
territory. It serves as an aggressive threat to other males of the same species 
and thus usually makes actual fighting unnecessary. Secondarily, bird song serves 
to indicate the presence of a male with a territory to unmated females. 

2. All adult birds molt at least once each year following the nesting se~son. This 
is the "post-nuptial" molt and at this time the entire plumage is replaced. Some 
species have a partial molt before the nesting season. In this "pre-nuptial" molt 
the parts of the plumage which are different in winter and summer are the ones which 
are replaced. 

3. The changing length of day is the timing device which regulates the schedule of 
bird migration. The response of the bird is instinctive. Increasing day length in 
the spring stimulates the pituitary gland which in turn stimulates the reproductiv e 
system and the nervous system. The "release" of the pattern of behavior which we 
call "migration" occurs when a certain level of stimulation is reached. Since 
day-length is precise in its annual cycle, the remarkable constancy of arrival dat es 
for migratory birds is understandable. The Capistrano swallo ws are famous but all 
other migratory birds are equally exact in their arrival which will vary about 5 to 
10 days each side of an a.verage date. 

4. In many species the male birds defend territories during the breeding season. 
Other males of th ei r own species are attacked if they intrude into the territory(£ 
an established male. The bird "trying to get in the window11 is fighting his own 
reflection, mistaking it for a persistent intruder. Shiny hub caps, car doors, etc. 
avoke a similar r esp onse. A stuff ed specimen will sometimes be beaten to pieces by 
a territorial male. Try placing a large mirror where your dooryard Brown Towhee or 
Song Sparrow can easily find it and see what happens. 

5. The bright plumage of male birds functions in th e same way as song. It serv es 
to identify males of a species to one another and to th e f emal es . Display of 
plumage usually accompanies song when a male is def endi ng his t erritory. It is 
biologically advantageous to a male bird to be conspicuous b8caus e his ability to 
def end his territory deter mines his reproductive success. 

Charles Sibl ey 

To The Members of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society: 

The Editors of the Bulletin are interested in l earning if their efforts 
maet with your approval. We would appreciate your comments and suggestions. 

Bouquets will be appreciated and Brickbats will be used to build a 
bett er Bulletin. Let us know what articles, sections, etc. you have enjoyed---
or otherwise. 

Charles Si bley and Emily Smith 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

Would you like to have the opportunity to learn more about birds? Would you 
be interested in a series of meetings for the purpos e of stu dying specimens of 
C1.lifornia birds, learning th eir identification, lif e history, field characters, etc? 
Dr. Sibley says he 111 giv e such a course if ther e is sufficient int er est •••• to begin 
in October. Let me know if you lik e the idea. 

Elsie Hoeck, 55 s. 6th. St., San Jose 
CYpress 5-1410 



C A L E N D A R F O R JUNE 

We were sorry to hear that the Butano For e st cavalca de trip, planned 
for next Saturday , June 7, has had to be p ostponed. 

FIELD TRIF TO EAGLE ROCK, at the north end of Ben Lomond Mountain, next 
.~unday , June 8 . By way of 11ount Hernton and Felton . Interesting trees, 
shrubs, and wild flowers , as well as birds. Meet in Los Gatos , at the 
Lyndon Hotel , in time to start at s~oo a,m. Bring lunch, 

REGlJTiAR JUNE MEETING, in Alum Rock Park , next Mond ay , June 9. Meet a t 
the Lodge in the Far k at 4:00 p .m., for lat o afternoon birding . Picnic 
sup pe r at 6:00, at tables near the Lodge. Bring basket lunch -th ere are 
grills if you want to cook. Coffee, crea m, and sugar will be served, 
but bring your own cup and spoon . 

At th e evening meeting , at 7:30, in the Lodge , Mr. Albert Wool wi ll 
show his color ed motion picture film, °California Wildlife , ·1 which h o 
showed at th e Audubon Convention at Asilomar this year . After the pr o
~ram, whi ch will include field obs erva tions of birds by members , th ore 
wi ll be a business meeting to el ect offic e rs and dir ector s for next ye ar. 

1''EDNESDAY MORNING BIRD TRIP, Jun e 11, with Mrs . Franc es Sibley , in th e 
ne ighborhood of h er home. Meet at Quito Fire Station on Saratoga -Lo s 
Gatos Road, about halfway be t w0en Sar a toga and Los Gatos , at 8~00 a . m. 
Thes0 midweek bird wat chi ng -a nd list enin g to bird songs-trips are 
proving to be very enjoyable . Begi nn ers ar e espe cially welcome . 

FIELD TRIP TO FORTOLA STArr.E PARK, for111erly the Shrine Redwood Grove , on 
Sunday , June 22 . i':iee t at 8 :00 a . m., on Skylj_ne Boul evard (Highway 5) at 
junction of Al~ino Road , about 6 miles from Saratoga Gap, and 7 miles 
from th e La Honda Road crossin g . Bring lunch; 

:n.fEDNESDAY ~TORNING J?JHD JRIP , June 25, with Mrs. Rober ta Pl0as , to the 
beiiiitiful grounds of Mrs. ,Stanl ey M:orshead in Woodside. Meet at the 
entrance to Searsvill e Lak e at 8:00 a .m. Nor e good birding! 

FIELD TRIF TO F OINT LOBOS RESf:RVE STATE BARK, Satu rd ay , June 28 , with 
Mrs. Grace Brubaker as l ea der. Meet at th o gatE:; to th e Po.r'k, 3 mil e s 
south of Car111el, on Hig h1.ivny 1, a t 9: 00 a .m. Bring lunch. Point Lobos 
is small in ar ea but r i ch in its variety of nativ o animals and plants. 

REF ORTS OF FI ELD TRIFG t al..:8n during May will b e nw.il 0d out nex t week . 

NF.W MEMBERS. Snnt a Cl ar o. Vc..ll ey Audubon Society is pl ea.s od to welcom e 
following new members: Col. A.E . Merri ll, 93 Re s ervoir Road , Los Gat os; 
Mr . Milton L. Sei b ert, 906 No, 4 St ., San Jos 0; Mrs , Lan gfo rd W, Smith , 
2l fi EdE,len AvG., Los Gatos; Mrs. S .S. Tucke r, T· .o. Box 66, Los Altos. 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branch of NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIE'fi: 
Fresident --- Albert J, Mool , Rt. 2, Box 72 8 , Snn Jose 
Corr. Se c. -- Miss F.va All en, r .o. Box 772, Los Gatos 

~- Editor ------ Charl es G. Sibley , Rt . 1, Box 241, Los Gatos 
Asso c. Ed . -- Mis s Emily Smith , Rt . 1 , Box 38? , Los Ga tos 

MeGtings a rG l10ld on th e se cond rrond ay of Gach month, a l t brn a t cly in 
Snn Jose and Palo Al to. Gu es ts ar e always w<:-lcom e . 



-

TI ME LIMIT ON BUTANO FOREST 

The magnificent Coas t Redwoods on the "flats" in the vicinity of 
-the north fork of Butano Cree k are bein g felled- which means t hat cho ice 
ar ea of the Butano Forest j_s now lo s t to u 3. However , th ere is still 
t ime, very short time, to a ave the virgin red wood forest on the slopes 
CJ! the south.fork. The Santa Cruz Lumber Company, which has a contrac t 
with the Pacific Lumber Company, owner of th e Butano Forest lands, 
to cut the ti mber, will not be gi n ope~ations in the south grove until 
af t e r J1;1-ly 1, 19 52 . Meantime the Pacific Lumber Comp any is as k ing the 
p revailing market price fo r the land. Ther e are 16 80 acres in this 
·cract which the Stat e Divi s ion of Beache s and Parks ba s designated as 
desirable for a st at e pa rk. H01.•1 much of this for est prim eval can be 
purchased dep ends on th e amount subscribed by the peop le of Cal ifornia. 
You know th e story. ' ie , th e pe ople, rai.s e th e money , e.nd the St ate 
matches th e amount . Through the efforts of th e But ano Fo r es t Associat e s 
(or ga nized to carry on to completion th e eff ort s of f a r-si ghted men and 
women who have b e&n work ing for ye a r s to s av0 But ane For es t for a park) 
money has bee n made available for the purch ase of a con s id er ab l e ar ea, 
but more i s n00ded, to s ave every tr ee ponsi bl o . In th e short time l eft 
this organiz a tion h as set 10 40 a cr es as lt A goa l. Mr. Ralph I-I. Shaw, 
th e presid 0nt, ga ve u s th e following figu r es t wo month s ag o. 

Cost of 10 40 acres of the so uth grov 8 --------------- $667 ,000 

Valu e of Mt. Mndonn a and s dn Mat eo Memori a l 
P ur ks , donn n t ed to th e State by Sc,nt u Cl ara 
and San Mat 0O Counti es------------------- $485, 00 0 

Rai se d fr om priv a t e subscription------------ 47 , 000 
Stat e ma tc hi ng fund------------------------- 47 , 000 
Still r e quir sd ------- - ---------------------- 4 3 , 000 
St ate matchin g fund------------------------- 43 , 000 

...... $~6=6 7.,.,...,....,,0~0~0 

Becau s e the l and is not generally adaptable for extensive u s e by cr owds , 
much of it will be kept as a wilderness ar ea, with trail s not t oo far 
f r om par 1cing p lace s on the scenic Butano Rid ge Road . ( It ,,ras from t h i o 
rid ge road, on our fie ld trip t o Butane For es t, th a t we l ooked down ont ) 
the magnificent green ca nop y of the trees in th e south gr ove . Remembe1' 
the rhodo de ndr ons bl os s omlng nea r by, and th e Hermit Thrush singi ng?) 

The Sierra Ci ub and oth e r clubs int e rest ed i n p r es e rving wilderne s s 
areas have h elp ed in the crusad e to save Butann For ent f or a state park. 
Some of our members b el ong to th e Butano Pores t Asso ciat es , and others 
have made individual contributi ons. At our December meetin g in Palo Alto 
when Mr. Bert fre rd er showed a f i lm tak en i n Butane Fores t, a s tart was 
made toward a fund t o b e subscribed by th e Soc i et y a8 a whole. $111. 00 
'l.'rns contr i but ed by member s and friends of th e Soci et y . It i s time now 
to complete th a t fund. As Audubon Societ y members we ar6 dedi cat ed t o 
cons ervation. Here I s our ch ance to do somethi ng abou t it. f-•.n every mem
ber contribut io n, h ovvever small th e amount, will mal~e our Butan e For e st 
Fund a very r ea l expr ess ion of th e Soci ety's belief in consE,rvation. 
Please send your c ontributi on t o Mrs. McRae ri ght away . ·rhe sooner th o 
Parle Commission got s th e money th e more eff ect ive ly i t can nego tiat e 
wit h the lumber c ompany . We are setting Jun o 15 as th o d8ad lin e . 
If you have questions to ask , bring th em t o th o mee tin g nex t Monday 
( s0e Cal end ar) or con t a ct a membE,r of th e Butan o For 6s t Fund Committ ee . 

Leonn. J akobsen , Emil y Smith , and Neil Dickins on, 
Butuno For est Fund Committ ee . 


