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FIELD NOTES: HOW .A ND WHY 

Human memory is a r emark abl e faculty, but it is unr eliabl e for the long time 
retention of factual deta il. A writt en record is th e best in cLJ.rance against the 
loss of int er esting and import ant observations. Evory stud ent of natural history, 
no matte r how casu a.l his obs erv ::>ctions may be , should keep writt en not es. The 
importance of an obs erv at ion cannot ~lways be assess ed at th e tim e of its occurr ence . 
Oft en, however, it becomes important in r el ation to subs equent happenings and, if 
it was not r ecord ed ori ginally, may be totally lost. Furth Jr mor o, it is r epetition 
which indic ates patt erns of animal behavior, Only by r ecording ea ch observ ation of 
a particul ar behavior patt ern can th e true signific ance be det ermin ed. It is 
surprising (and f ru str ating) how oft en per sons int er est ed in birds r eport th at th ey 
have obse rv ed a cert ain spe cies, or activi ty , at some past ti me---- but when asked 
for the dat e or for some det ails, cannot supply th,3m. Follo wing nr e some sugg est l ons 
f or the record i ng of fi 8ld notes . 

There are four it ems which should accompany any r ecord, namely , (1) the name 
of the animal (WH.AT),(2) th e dat e of the observ 2tion (WHEN), (3) the localityof the 
observ ation (1NHERE), (4) th e name of th e observ er (WHO). 

What should be r ecord ed? Anything and everything ? The more you try to r ecord 
about an animal th e more you will see and l earn, The natur a of th e envircnment in 
which the animal is observ ed (i. e . the tr ee s , shrubs, topography , etc .); mannerisms; 
voi ce ; behavior; r ea cti ons to dange r; mating actions; --- in oth er words , where ea ch 
speci e s is found, how it looks and acts, and what i t doas . Put dovm your observa tion s 
at~, as made, Do not depa nd upon memory--- it's treach erous. 

The above may sound lik e quit e an undertak ing ---so start out s i mply and l et 
your notes develo p as your ab il i ty to se e and r ecord develo ps. A simpl e list of 
species seen in a cert ai n loc ality on a certain dat e i s of valu e . Add th e number 
of ea ch speci es seen, you now have a census and hence a clu e t o popul ation. Try 
keeping dai ly li sts of th e speci es i n your own yard 2.nd se G how qui ckly th e not es 
become valu abl e to you . Add number s, or a bri ef (one lin e ) not.e to the li st. For 
example , "Cedar Waxwing . Flo ck of 20 f ee din g on pyr ac2.nt ha berr i es". In that littl e 
not e is contain ed data on occurr enco , numbers, he.bi ts (flock) ,ind food . St .P.rt out 
with What, When, Wher e , ~nd Who---- add How as you se e opportuni ty to do so. 

The form in which th •'.} not ebook i s kept is not vit al but some suggest io ns may ba 
of interest . A loos el eaf not ebook is most conve:niGnt with th e 6x9 inch siz e pref err ed. 
A l arg er siz e is cumbersome to carr y afield, a smalle r siz e gives too little room 
per page. Use ink, E?.nd use a permanent ink (you may dro p it in a cr eek sometime1) 
;-tr ongly r ecommended is Higgins "ETERNAL" 'Black . A fin e pen point is most legib l e-
the #1550 or #9550 Est erbr ook pc'"n points ar e ex cell ent. The Est -3r brook is an id ee .. l 
founta in pen for th e purpose and is vory i nexpensiv e ( about '$2.00 inclu ding point ) . 
Writ e small and l egi bly--- f ill ea ch line and ea ch page so th at you do not giv e housing 
space to a lot of bl ank paper. 

The fi eld not 0book will gr ow with the exper ie ncG of th e observ er and will f i na lly 
become import ant. It is not only a r ecord of th e activit iGs of birds but will al ::o 
i ndic ate th e develo pment of th e s t udents ability to obs erv e , to r ecor d accurat el y , 
and t o i nf er correctly from what i s s0en and hea rd. 

Charles G. Sibl ey 



F I E L D O B S E R V A T I O N S 

Most, possibly all, of the migrant summer visitants have now arrived. (Who has 
seen a Lazuli Bunting?) Most, but not all, of the winter visitants have departe d 
for their breeding grounds . Nesting is well advanced. Host nests found during the 
past month were either under construction or contained eggs. A few contained 
nest.lings, and a f ew records of fledged birds have been noted . The number of nest 
records should incr ease sharply in May since nests are easiest to locate when 
nestl ings are being fed . KEEP RECORDS AND ADD THEM TO THE NESTING SURVEY FILE. 

GREAT BLUE HERON and AMSRICAN "!TGRET. In nests, 1 mi. SE Agnew, Apr. 20 (C. Sib ley) 
FALLA.RD. Young noted at Byxbae Park , Palo Alto on Apr. 24 (L. Robbins and M. ~ill er) . 
SPARROW HAWK. Nestlings heard in nest near Los Gatos, Apr. 22 (Emily Smith). 
Si'!OY.lY PLOVER. Apr. 15 at Alviso, 2 nest s with 2 and J eggs . (c. s .) 
KILLDEER. Apr. 20, at Alviso, two downy young about 4 days old (C.S.) 
LESSER YELLOW-LEGS. Apr. 20, at Alviso, one in flo ck of sandpipers. (C.S.) 
SPOTT~D SANDPIPER. Apr. 15, one at Alviso (C.~.) 
AVOCET . .Apr. 15 at Alviso, one nes t with 3 eggs (C.S.) 
BAND-TAILED PIGEON • .'::till ro oating (Apr . 24) in oaks at Menl o- Atherton School (Les 

Sl eeper) . Still present in Los Altos, A;_Jr . 24 (L. Robbins). 
HORNED OWL. Apr. 26, the iY'10 nestlings at Mr. Tourtillott' s banded . They are now 

approxi mately one month old . (c . s .) 
WESTERN KINGBIRD. Apr. 1, 3 mi. E. m.lpitas (Al and Dorothy Wool); P.pr. 12, several 

on f ence posts along McKean Rd. ( E. S .-) 
ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER. Apr . 12, St even's Creek Reservoir (C.S .); Apr. 16, 3 mi. 

E. of Milpitas (Wool's); Apr. 21, Los Gatos (E.S.); Apr. 26, 
carryin g nest material , Silver Creek Hills (C.S.) 

WESTERN FLYCATCHER. Apr. 25, nest with 3 eggs (.fresh), Los Gatos (Gladys Record). 
WOOD P~E. Apr. 19, Mt. Eden Rd., and Apr . 20, Carmel Valley (E.S.); Apr. 20, 

Stanford (L.R.); Apr. 22, Los Gatos, ..'\pr . 23, Glen Una, 3 mi. NW Los 
Gatos (E.s.) 

OLIVE- SIDED FLYCATCHER. Apr . 12, near Los Gatos (Eva McRae); A.pr. 12, Steven's 
Creek (C. f .); Apr. 16, Woodsid e (Robert a Pleas ); Apr. 17, 
Lld ercroft ( 'Lina 8now); Apr . 21, Stanford (Dr. C. Danforth) . 

PURPLE MARTIN. Apr. 20, Carmel Valley (E.S.) 
SCRUB JAY. Apr. 11, nes t with 5 young about 3 days old in San Jose (C. Zwaal). 
CHE.STNUT-BACYED CI-IICK"t.DEE. Nast with 7 eggs , J\pr. 14, hatch ed by 1\pr . 20(C. S.) ;:,nd-
PL:~rN TITMOUSE. Incubating in nest box, Apr. 14 near Los Gatos (c. s .) 
BEWICY 'r.fREN. Incubating 7 eggs, i~pr. 15, Palo .t.-.1 to (Mrs. ~di th Buss ). 
JviOCYINGBIRD. Nest with 4-5 da.y old young, Apr. 19, east San Jose ( Grace Brubaker). 
VARIED THRUSH. Apr . 10, Uvas Valley (E.S.) 
H~RMIT THRU~H. Last se.:m '\pr . 8 near Los Gatos (Glen Una District) (E.S.) 
fW!i.INSON THRU.C=!H. Apr. 13, Stanford ( Malcolm )filler); Apr. 20, Salinas River , 

near Salinas (Charles Anderson) . 
TOWNSEND SOLITAIRE. Apr. 7, 3 birds in sight at same time near Los Gatos; one on 

i.pr. 10 (c. s .) 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER. Apr. 12, building nes.t, c:teven I s Creek ( M. Seibert) . 
PHAINOPEPIA. Apr. 24, a female observed in Los Pltos (Mrs. E. B. Humphrey) 

(See "Birds of the South San Franci sco Bay Region, p. 32, for other 
records on the peninsula) . 

SOLITARY VIREO. Apr. 5, Los Gatos (Gladys Record); Apr . 10, Uvas Valley (E.S.); 
Apr. 11, Santa Cruz Mts. ( Mary E. Shore) . 

ORANGE-CROWNED .JARBLER. April 13, nest with 5 eggs near Los Gatos (C. S.) 
YELLOW WARBLER. Apr. 15, San Jose (E. S.); 3 sin ging in Los Gatos, Apr. · 18 (E.S.) 
AUDUBON WARBLER. Mt, Eden Road near Saratoga, Apr . 19 (E.S.); San Jose, Apr. 19(M.S.) 
BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER. Apr, 12, Uvas Valley , singing (E.S.); Apr. 16, near 

Saratog a, singing (E. S.) 
TOLMIE WARBLER. Apr. 4 first seen,and singing persistently Apr. 14-17, Santa Cruz 

Mts. (M.E. Shore); singing Kennedy Rd., Los Gatos, Apr. 22 (E.S.) 
LONG-TAILED CHAT. Apr. 20, singing, 1 mile southeast of Agnew (C.S.) 



HOODED ORIOLE. Apr. 7, first ~een, singing Apr. 21 and 25, east San Jose (G,B.) 
Apr. 14-18, Sant a Clara Co. Hospital, west San Jose (M. Wi ttgenste i ' ·; 

BULLOCK ORIOLE. Apr. 22, pair near apparently f i nished nest, Menlo Park (L. Sleep c, ·, 
COWEIRD. Apr. 14, near Los Gatos (E.S.); one attacked by Warbling Vireos in Los 

Gatos, Apr. 18 (E.S,) 
1Jl.iESTERN TANAGER. Apr. 20, Pinnacles Nat, Mon., (M.11'.' .); Apr. 25, near Evergreen 

(Bob Gol den); May 1, near Los Gatos (C. S.) 
BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK. Apr. 1, 3 miles E. Milpitas (Wools); Apr. 11, Santa Cruz Mts. , 

(M.E.S. ) ; Apr. 12, Aldercroft ('Lina Snow). 
EVENING GROSBEAK. Apr. 9, 8-10, Willow GJ.en,(C.Z.); Apr. 21-24, S.J,S.C. Campus (C,S . . 
HOUSE FINCH. Apr. 21, fledglin g, Los Gatos (E.S,); Apr. 26, 10 nests at 12 mi. SE 

San Jose, 3 building, 6 with eggs, one with nestlings (C.S.) 
GREEN-BACKED GOLDFINCH. Apr. 12, 3 nestsbeing built, Steven's Creek (C.S.); Apr. 15, 

incubating near Cupertino (E. S.) 
BROWN T01!.7H"SE. Apr. 22, incubating 4 eggs near Los Gatos (E.S.) 
SAVANNAH 1c::PARROW. Apr. 15, 3 nests each with 4 eggs near Alviso (C.S.) 
OREGON JUNCO. Apr. 23 and 25, adults carrying food to young, Los Gatos (G, Record). 
CHIPPING SPARROW. Apr. 10, singing Uvas Valley; Apr. 17, near Los Gatos (E.S.) 
VJHITE-CROWNED SPARROW. Last se en San Jose, Apr. 22 (M. Seib ert); last seen east Sa.n 

Jos0, Apr. 23 (G.B.); Hall's Valley, singing, Apr. 27 (C.S.) 
GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW. Still pres ent Apr. JO near Los Gatos (C.S.) 
FOX SPARROW. Apr. 17, Santa Cruz Mts. (M.E.S.); Apr. 16, last dat e for banded bird 

pr esent throu gh th e winter, near Los Gatos (C.S.) 
LINCOLN SPARROW. Apr. 27, Hall's Valley, Mt. Hamilton Rd. (C. 8.) 

** **************************************** 

THE SAN FRANCI SCO BAY REGION ~ STING SUR~Y ------
Many members are cooperating on the Nesting Survey. Robert Hope, Janet Koppel, 

Wi lma Harris, Les Sl eeper, Grace Brubaker, Phyrne Russell, Charles and Fanny Zwaal, 
Emily Smith, Eva McRae, Al and Dorothy Wool, and .Angelina fnow are extracting the 
nesting records from the Condor, the Gull, and th eir 0 1m notebooks, 

However, WE CAN USE MORE HELP----there is much of the Condor yet to do, the 
Gull is not yetcompl et ed , and th ere are several notebooks whi ch have been loaned 
t o us to do. Pl ease l et th e Editor know if you would bG willing to help. 

Even if you cannot help with th e task of extr acting r ecords from periodicals 
and notebooks, don't for get to keep records on all th e nests which you find. All 
nest records ar e want ed, and esp ecially those fc;,r th e most common species such as 
House Finch, Brewer Blackbird, etc. These will be th e ones for which we will get 
th e great est number of r ecords and will therefor e be able to work up first. 

THE BIRDS OF THE SOUTH SAN FRANCI SCO BAY REGION 

By 

Charles G. Sibley 

Do you liv e in San Francisco, San Mateo Co., Santa Clara Co., .Santa Cruz Co., 
Al ameda Co., or northern Monterey Co.??? If you do---and if you ar e interested i n 
bi r ds----you should have a copy of "The Birds of the South San Francisco Bay Regi on'i . 

A few l eft --- on special at $1.50. 



C A L E N D A R F O R M AY 

FIELD TRIP TO AL AND DORO_!,!i-Y_ WOOLS' RANCH will be taken Sunday, May .1.• 
The Wools have made a lake out of the marsh ~fuere we used to see nest 
ing Tri col ored Bla ckbirds , but enou gh c attails wer e l eft to satisfy th e 
Tri co lors when they returned this spring; and as for the lake, alre ady 
Coots, Ruddy Ducks , and Pied -b illed Grebes . are nesting t he re. 
Me€t in Mil p itas at 8:00 a . m., on Calav e r as Rd . at its junction with 
Hi ghway 17. Bring lunch, and cup for co ffee Doro thy will have for us. 
1J.1I-IE MAY MEETING will be h e l d in Palo Alto on Monday, May 12, in the 
Junior Muse um, at the Palo Alto Community Cent e r, at 7:30 p . m. Th e r e 
will be a short busin ess mee ti ng before th e re gu ls .r program at 8 o I cl oc ' r . 
As speaker of th e ev ening , Mrs . Fr ank A. Sc ot t (Doroth y D01:1n Scott) w:17...:. 
sh ow her lovely motion pi ctur e film, ;'Wild F lo·Nc rs of California. 11 W€ 
r emerri.ber with p l easure h e r "Bi rds of Califor nia; ' which sh e p r 0se nted so 
d e li ~htfully at our J anuary 1951 meeting . 

P r e c edin g the mee tin g th e r e will b e a no ho ot d5.nne r at ,St a nford 
Uni on, on th e Stanford c ampu s , a t 6 o'cl oc lc, to mee ·':; ::r . an d I.'.[rs . Scott. 
No r ese rv at ions wil l be n e c e ss a ry . 

THE_ WEDNB,SD AY MOTINI NG BIRD_ TRIP wi ll b e tc: 1-~en on May 14 , to _1.ontal vo, 
n ea r Sarato ga , wi th Clyd e and Agn e s Prusms .n as l e nd e rs . Th e grounds a r e 
b e autiful , and th e r e a r e many pa ths to ex c lore an d birds to look for. 
Meet a t main ga t e to Mon t al vo , on Sara to g~ - Los Gatos Rd ., Rt 8:00 n . m. 

F I _NAL AUDUBON S_9REFN TOlffi F_'OR _JJg _§_~..;b,_§ON com 0s Thursd2-y , May 15, when 
Mr . Be rt Hnrw e ll p r e s cnts''C nn nda North-;-1' in Mont gom0ry The a tr e in the 
Sa n J ose Civic Auditorium, r~t 8 p .m. Thi s tim o Mr . Harw e,11 1.11Jill tak e 
his audi en c e into th e f a r north to s e e bir ds whi ch n e st on th e tundr Q
Golcl 8n Flov Gr, Sno w Buntin g , infillow Pt a rmi go.n; c c.r po ts of brilliantly 
color ed ·wild fl owers; t hG summe r round-u p of r ci nd oe;r by th o Es kimos; 
th e midnigh t sun . Como e arly if you want a g ood so Rt . Tic ke ts will 
b e 74 c ents ( s tud ents 50 c 0n ts) and c an b e . h a d ~t thG door . 

The r e will b e a dinn e r tCD meot · Mr. !fo.r woll a t th e D0 Anza Hot e l , 
23 7 w. Santa Clar a St ., nt 6 o'clock th e samo 0v cni ng , 02 . 00 fl pl a t e . 
SE-nd r ese rv r.ti ons to Mr s . Grn c e Bru b clce r, 191 I~ou n t n.in Viow .twe ., Si:m 
Jose (CLa ybour n 8 - 2289) , so th ot she wi ll s ur ely h :1.v e t h em by Mond ay , 
r'fo.-y 12 . ~~h e d in n 0r will b e in a pri v r,t e room a nd will b e inform ['.l. 
N.r . Hnrw e ll, wh o is on th e s t af f of th e Neti on e!.1 Audubon Soci bty , is 
f r i en dly nnd go od co mpany . 

F'I ELD TR.II · TO SEARS VILLE LAK3 1"iill b e t aken on Sn turd ny , Mcty 17, with 
Los and Nell Sl ee p e r as l eide r s , to recor d n es tin g birds in th a t a r en , 
for our Coop 6rnti v e Nes tin g Su rv ey . Meet a t th & gn t e to S0a rsvill e 
Lak e at 8 ~00 n. m. Bring l unch. 

WEEK- END CM,;FING T·:=n p TO ARROYO SEGO will b e t nken on :it/by 24 and 25 , 
with Cha rl e s ~n d Viol n An de r s on a s l c~d e r s . Th is i s an op ryor tun ity to 
v isit c.n easil :,. r en.ch ed SE;Ct i on. of th e Santn Lu ci n Ht s . in Mon t or E..y Co. 
Th e r o is n F or0st Se rvic e c rJnp c~t Arroyo f (;Co, or 1NC nw.-y c c..1711, on th e 
p ro pe rt y of a fri end of th o And e r so ns who lrns f' . c abin nBnr t h e C['.mp. 
Th e rG a r e sl H,p in g o._u P..rt E;rs in th e c ab in whi ch C[ln b 0 h o.d b y wri ting to 
th e Andersons o.t 1015 Conn e ly Dr ., Sa lin ns; and we c nn u se th 0 l.d tch cn. 
NiGGt nbout 2 mil e s south of Sol ed ad nt th e junction of U. S . Hig hwo.y 101 
nnd th e Fn r a iso Springs Rd ., n en r bridg e ov e r Sn lin n s R., a t 3 : 00 p . m. 
Bring camping C;quipm cnt and food for dinn e r, br c c.kf c.s t, and Sun . lunch. 

_ TIIB2 _EDNES)?AY MORNING BIRD TRI P will b e tr ck0n on ~fay 28 t o Hudd c.rt Pa r k 
i n Woodside , with Chr.rl e s nnd Elizabeth Mu (;ser . It rd ll b e int e r e st ing 
ex p lorin g for birds in this n ew p a rk. Mc0t in Noo dside , n t Ca ld well's 
St ore a t 8 : 00 n . m. 



!}UTANO FOREST. The Palo Alto Women's Club, in cooperation with the Sa1:. 
Mat eo County Recre ation Departm ent, is pl annin g e. cav alcade to But ano 
Forest on Saturd ay, June 7, to give as mrny persons ns pos s ibl e an 
opportunit y t o s ee s orne of t ri.e forest, and t o r a is e f: md s to contribut E:; 
t oward th e purch as e of thi s l ast st and of vir gin r edwoods in our area. 
rrhe cav alc ade will l ea ve th e Po.lo Alto Women I s Club House, nt t he 
~orner of Homer Ave . nnd Cowper St., a t 10 a .m. The ticket s will be 
$1.7 5 , but driv ers will not be ask ed to buy tic ke ts. Brin g lunch. 
Coffe e will be furni shed. 

Leon e Jak obs en 

FIELD TRIP DATES FOR JUNE: 

June 8, Sund ay, to Eagl e Rock , in th e Snnta Cruz Mts. 
June 11, Wedn esd ay mornin g bird trip, to Alum Roe~ Fa rk 
June 22, Sunday, to Portoln State Pnr k 
Jun e 25, Wednesd ay morning bird trip, in the Palo Alto ar ea 
Jun e 28, Saturd ay, to Point Lobos St ate Pa rk 

REP_<?RT OF WILD FLOWER TRIP TO UVAS VALLEY, April 12, 1952. Wild-fl ovrnr 
pr of usion, bec au se of th e abund ant r a ins of th e pr ecedin g week s, was c.n 
eve nt realized for the group which met in ten cars for the trip. Driv
i ng south on Sent er Road, our way wns bordered in pl a ces by must ard in 
t a ll st ands which, on tim e with the cal endar, were ch angin g in compos 1~ 
tion from the common must ard of winter (Br assica campes tris) to th at of 
sp ring (Br ns s ica arvensi s ). Soon we arrived on open hill s cloth ed wit h 
na tiv e wild flo wers. In l avish abundance and forming a mosaic of va ri ed 
colors were colonies of Owl's Clover, Tid y Tips, Chines e House s, and 
Lin anthus; whil e els ewher e wer e close-gro wing mixtur es of Wild Onion, 
Ithuri el 1s Spe ar, Pin-point Clover, and a purpl e l ar !rnpur. An exciti nv.
f i nd was a nic e pntch of Bitter Root. A f ew st eps br ought us to ext en 
s iv e a r ea s of Gold Fi elds, a sp ecies also visibl e us s tr ee.ks and ribbo ns 
of gold on hillslop es f ~r in th e dist ance. Sci'..tt er ed among all these 
colors wore .. l nrg e tufts of nativ e bunch Blue Grass o.nd Spea r Grass, 
which were furth er r eminders of the undisturbed nature of the scene, 
r..nd of the app ea r anc e of all the hill s about befor e th e white mo.n crune .-

Continuin g by cur in u gene rally southeast ward dir ecti on, with an 
occ asion al s to p to exrunin e n swo.le filled with MeRdow FoC11r1, or a rond
s i de b ank cro wned with Yello w Pansi es and Checke r Blo om, we ultim at el y 
arriv ed a t our lunch spot in the Uvas Canyon. Her e , benea th Redwoods 
and Mndron es, we found white viol ets (Viol a ocell at a ) in abund anc e , nnd 
sho.r p ey es disc over ed a hidden clump ofCh ecko r Lil y . On our r eturn 
fr om th e canyon we stopped by th e ro adside, first t o n.dm.ir e: its bord er 
of Fring e Fod; and th en to · climb a ne arby roc ky outcro p of serpentin e . 
On deep er soil surrounding the outcrop we found in profu s ion Bird's
eyes Gilin · o.nd Cream Cups, whil e on the thinn er s oil higher up was 
Evenin g Snow nnd th e smaller-flo wered Lig _ft!}_!;!l!:!-~ ~~~- • 

Our la st stop was a ls o a not able one. Flo wering Ash is s eldom 
encount er ed so han dil y by n r oadside, and it was re ady to burst into 
bl oom. Wi th it, wit h in a r adius of twent y f ee t, wer e s even ot he r 
spe ci e s of shrub s , mos t of which wer e in fl ower. They includ ed Oso 
Ber ry , Red -b erry, Ho.rd To.ck, Snowberry, Fuchsi a -flower ed Goos eberr y , 
Fipes t em Cl ematis, Holl y -l ee.f Cherry, nnd, of course, Poison Oakt 
In cident ally, this aggr egn t e of shrubs in so small a sp ace r ep r es ent ed 
s even diff er ent pl ant f ronilies. 

Co.rl Sha rsmith 



REPORT OF FI ELD TRIP TO ALVISO AND DUMBARTON BRIDGE, Apr il 19, 1952. 
Astrong, co1d NW wind ble w all day. Total numb.ers of shorebirds were 
high but pr obably not at the sprin g pe ak . The cara van fir s t proceed ed 
slowly along Los Esteros Road to Zanl{er Road . The following were not ed 
(large numbers are estimates) : Great Blue Heron, 2; American Egret, 60 ; 
Blac k -crowned Night Heron, 2; Mallard, 6; Cinna mon Teal , 20 ; Pi ntail,1 2 ; 
Shoveller, 300; Ruddy Duck , l; Turkey Vulture, 3 ; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Ring • 
ne cl{ed Pheasant, l; Clapper Rail , 2; Coot,100; Bl a ck-bellied Tlover, 20 ; 
Semipalmated Ilover , l; Ki l ld ee r, 20; Hudsonian Curlew , 10; Greater 
Y ·llow-legs, 10; (a Lesse r Yello w-l egs seen Apr . 20); Will et, 200; Dowit 
che r,500 ; Western Sandpiper,2000; Least Sandpiper , 50; Red-backed Sand 
piper ,50 ; Black -n eck ed Sti l t, 2 , in marsh near ga rb age dump; Avocet,50; 
California Gull, Ring -b ill ed Gull ( 100, both sp ed.es) ; For s t 6r Tern, 50 1 
Burrowing Owl, 2 ; Vaux Swift, 2; Barn Swallow , 10; Cliff Swallow , 500 ; 
Fipit, 2 ; Meadowl ark, 10; Red-winged Blac kbird, 20; Brewe r Bl ackbird, 
20; House Finch, 20; Savannah Sparrow, 10 ; Song Sparrov, , 10. 

At noon the grou p proc e8ded to Dumbarton Brid ge via Palo Al to, and. 
a cross tho bridge to th e KGO tr ansmitt e r. There wcrG ver y f ow birds 
a.round the salt ponds , s o -vrn r st urned to t he ea st end of th e bridge an d 
pa rk ed off the ro ad on south side of brid ge wh ere t ho state brid ge main
t enanc e equipm en t i s kep t. The tid e was receding rnpidly nnd s ever a l 
thousand shor ebirds wer6 f eGdi ng on th e expos ed mud fl a ts. The follo w
ing W6r e seen: Ii ~d-b illcd Gr eb0 , l; Double-crested Cormor ant , l; Groa t 
Bl u e Heron , l; Americ c.n Egre t, 3; Shovell e r , 2 ; Loss er Scaup , 200; Amer
ican Gold en- eye , 1; Whi t c - v1j_ng ed Scoter, 10 ; Surf Scot e r, 10; Black 
belli ed Plover, 50; Hudooni a.n Curlew , 10; Will et , 100; Do-::d tch e r, 200; 
Marbled Godvd t, 200; West ern Sandpip er, 3000; Leas t San dpipe r, f ewer 
t han West ern, pe rh nps 500 -10 00; Red-b acke d Srmdpipe r, 100; A voc e t, 50 ; 
Ri ng-billed Gull , l; Gl aucous- wi ng ed Gull , l; Caspian Te rn, 2; Forst 0r 
Torn, 100; Cliff Swnllo w, 200, building under bridg e ; Sc.Van nah SparI'O H, 
10; Song Sparrow, 1. A de ad female Ho.rbor Sen l was found on the benc h 
about hnlf a mile south of the bridge. 

Char les Sib ley. 

NEW MEMBERS. The Santa Cl ara Vt~.lley Audubon Society t ak es pleasure in 
welco ming its ne w members . 

Mr. c. F. Jenl {i ns, Rt . 1, Box 266, Be.inter Ave ., Los Gatos 
Mrs. J. R. Masson , 2230 Amherst St ., Po.l o Alto 
Miss Harriet Mundy, 385 Not-thrunpton Dr ., Palo Alto 
Mrs. Fr ances ScJnple, 1047 Noel Dr ., Menlo Park 
Mr. Dnvid L. Srunuels, 610 University Ave., Pa lo Alto 

Mr. Ral ph Emerson Wells , 935 Addis on Ave., Po.lo Alto 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branch of NATIONAL AUDUBO~ SOCIETY 

President --- Albert J. ",Tool, Rt . 2, Box '728, ciun Jose 
Corr. Sec . -- Miss Eva Allen, P .O. Box 772, Los Gatos 
Editor ------ Chcrles G. Sibley , Rt . 1, Box 241, Los Gntos 
Ass oc. Ed . Miss Emily Smith, Rt . 1, Box 387 , Los Gatos 

Meetings are held on the second Monday of ea ch I!l.Onth, al t ern ntely in 
San Jose nnd Palo Alto . Guests are alway s welcome . 


