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SCRUB JAYS CACHE !:Q.Q£ FOR LATER USE 

When we were su.rr0unded by vacant lots an1 there were no fences, 
we used to see S0ru ·!:> Jays -;_,a-::ry off snnfJ ovvei· seeds which we put 01:..·~ 
f or ~he bird s o V.r:'1€!: many su.r..flowe r pJ.E:-.r• bs cru~e up on th e empty lots, 
W€ wor..derecl whethe r the j3.y s had found any of the seeds which they 
h~ d flcwn off with and caJh ~d . 

Now th a t wa have a f-.,nce around our property and the lots are 
1r:,il': on , jays do some of "::heir caching in our yard. One ·midaftbr.I.l.)On 
1.r. la te Febru ·ary we noticsC : e. jay fly · off oi.:..r ··f ')ud trny with a p1ece 
0f b11 ca d in its bill, e,_lJ. ght on the lawn, and p oke t l1e brea d do 1

.1m i n 
t -he gras s. It ·:::he:i p 5. ckt'Ll. u.p a dry leaf and tuc ke d it in with the 
b ~s ad , then a bit of bu~ ~~s cl dry grass , and fi~ally a se cond leaf on 
t,·Jr of the bit of gx-a8s,. Tl-J.e :1:1.ext morning we happened to see a jay 
h c·:-i '.1.long the l awn , seem i uJ) .. y looking for someth:.ng. Finally, at the 
flp ot. whe re the br eA.d was 0- ,:,:ceale d, it flicked off the leaf and ate 
!~£ p leces of b x>eRd . Befn• ··e flying away, it again covered the spot. 
v:e ln -;-restigated :!.rr,.'Ted5.a t e::..y and found a third pi e ce of bread und e r a 
J e af.. Some ho-:1:r-s l s:t;r::,r· Wil'-=m we lo oked ngair.., that piece was gone. 

Sinc o th an we 1111.ve s e en a jay cache bread or suet in th e gra ss 
repeated l y , hav e 1r..aiikeci. the spot with a st ick, and have found that in 
mos +; ca3es the c n cJ .. ed food was gone withi:1. a fe w h <:1:--:>so How--:.·.re r, on 
O".le c.,ccasion a pi r:;~:s of b:.1 ead which a j av had jabbed into th o gra ss 
a.nd cc.vered at l : 31) p~-m.J, was s till ther e the follow i ng morni11go 
Vi e d e c.id ed not to f, '..lb food on the feeder that morn i::'1g, hoping the jay 
wo"..lld b e hun gry oncr :1.gr1 to look for it. s c ache . Sure enough, at 9:45 
a ja y came and got -:;!:10 piece of breacl-fo-.ind it so easi ly that we felt 
su:r-8 it was the sa me ~ay which cached th0 bread. Now we are of the 
cp inj_on that jays must, in some way, know where they cach e food and 
r a turn to it if th ey need it. 

Elizabeth and Charles Mueser. 

Editor's Note: Mr. and Mrs. Harold Michener (Condor, 47:206) watched Scrub 
Jays in th~ir yard in Pasadena in 1943. The birds hid walnuts, sunflower seeds, and 
bi'93 d in the same way Mr. and Mrs. Mueser have described above. The Micheners ,'J.lso 
d i.sc0ver ed that the jays found only a part of the food which they buried---sunf l o~v-mrs 
c cii,.A up all ever their neighborhood too! It seems probable that the instinctiv e 
bt=>L:>vfor pattern jnv o]v ed ~-n food caching includes the placement of covering ob je ct s 
(l wwe s, rocks, etc.) in such a manner that the jays reco gni ze such coverings as 
r.3.cJ-13 s ite~ , rP.th er than that they "r emember" specific caches. An experiment to 
t -3:'t this hyp oth '3sis riy placing s :Lmulat ed cache cov erings in the ar ea would be of 
ir, +.cr e~/::.,. If tl1e ja;rs r es~ond t o the simulated caches by digging under them we 
wo~~d have evidenc e that they do in fact rec0gnize the pattern of cov erin g obj ec ts 
as i.1 ~ache. Another experim ent woul d be to remove the covering leaves, rock s , e tc. 
from caches placed by the jays and watch to see if they could then find the hidden 
food. 

c.s. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
JAY1S PET AND GARDEN SHOP (formerly Bachrodt's) 668 Lincoln Ave., San Jos e , has a 
good wild bird mix at 6¢/l b . or $4.00 for a 75 lb. sack. (This is a spe~ial price 
to Audubon Society members.) The see d is mostly "wat er-grass" seed obta ine d from 
the "screenings" of th e rice harv e st. 'While at JAY'S be sure to look at -~ne 
interesting collection of ex otic caged birds. 



F I E L D O B S E R V A T I O N S 

The most int eresting part of the avian annual cycl e has again arrived. 
Migrants are arriving; territorial song is incr easin~ daily, and. another nesting 
season has begun. The long period of cold, rainy weath8r in March had a notic eable 
retarding effect on nesting activiti es . 

Mrs. Edi th Buss and Miss L;y-nn Robbins were th e first to find nests. Miss 
Robbins found an Anna Hummingbird nest containing t wo young on Feb. 24 in Los Alto s . 
In Palo Alto, V,rs. Buss found a Bewick Wr en building on Feb. 27 and the nest cont:IDm 
two eggs on Mar. 26. Mr. T.T. Tourtillott reports (M.c:1.r. 2/.i.) a Horned Owl on a nes t 
in a pine near Evergreen which has been sitting at l eas t sinc e Feb. 28 when the nest 
was found. Near Los Gatos, Charl es S:i.bley f01md n just-b egun Bush-tit nest, Mar.23; 
a female Green-backed Goldfinch gathe ring cobwebs, M,:,.r. 27, and ct pair of Chestn ut -
ba.cked Chickadees dig ging rottEm wood out of an old woodpecker hole on Mar. 29. Th,, 
same chickade es were lining the nest with willow down on Apr. 5. Emily Smith found 
n. Song SpRrrow building on Mar. 25 near Los Gatos. On M1"',r. 28 th e bird carri ed 
nesting material t o th e nest 36 times in one hour l Les Sl eeper found a half-compl et ,8d 
Bl ack Phoebe nest ::\t th e Hoover Ranch, Waddell Creek, Sr.nta Cruz Co., Mar. 29. 
P.r;i_nk Sturg es and Bob Gold en f ound a Sal t Marsh Song Spe.rrow nest (-J egf s, Apr. 4) 
2nd a Savannah Sparrow nes t (empty Apr. 4, one egg Apr. 5) near Alviso. Barn 
Swc1.llows wer e building under a culver t near Alviso (c arry ing mud and gr ass) and 
Cliff Swallow nests in all st ages of compl3tion were se en on th e Alviso water to wer 
on Apr. 5. 

~ligrant Arrivals. 

Violet-green Swallow. Near Milpitas, Mar. 1-.5 (Dorothy Wool); M:ir.2, Gilr oy (C. Sib l ;_;:i : 
Orange-crowned Y!ar bl er. Los Gatos, Mar. 7 (Emily Smith) &nd Mar. 9 (c.s.) 
Tree Swallow. Near Niles, Mar. 18 (Milton Seib er t) 
Cliff Swallow. Mar. 22-23, Sarato ga (Franc es Sibl ey ) and Sil ver Creek Hil ls (M.Seibe r i 
Bullock Oriole. Menlo Par k, Mar. 23 (Nell Sle eper); San Jos e , Mar. JO (The Zwaal 1s). 
Pileolated Warbler. Woodside, Mar. 23 (Roberta Plea s); Waddell Creek, Santa Cruz 

Co., Mar. 29 (E. Smith); Mar. 30, Los Gatos (C. Sibley), 
House Wren. Mar. 24, Silv er Creek Hills (Eva McRae) . 
Western Flycatcher. Los Gatos, Mar. 28 (C. Sibl ey ); Mar. 29 (Eva McRae). 
Warbling Vireo. Los Gatos, Mar. 28 (C. Sibley); Mar. 29 (Eva McRae). 
Black-throated Gray Warbler. Mar. 29, Aldercroft (Angelina Snow) . 
Barn Swallow. Mar. 29, Waddell Creek, Santa Cruz Co, (S. C. Vall ey Aud. Soc.). 
Texas Trillin g Ni ghthawk. Apr. 4, Alviso (Bob Golden). 

Who has seen Black-headed Grosbeaks and Solitary Vireos?? Watch for other 
arrivals in April----and send your r ecords to th o Edit or. 

Winter Visitants. 

Tovmsend Solitair e . One still present at Miss Gladys Record' s house in Los Gatos 
on Mar. JO {sinc e Feb. 5), Hilton Seibert saw one in Alum Rock Park on Mar. 14 ,"nd 
Bob Golden saw one there on Apr. 1. Bob Golden and Tom nycraft saw solit ai res in 
th e northern Sant a Lucia Mts., Monterey Co. on Mar. 20 and 22. Near Los Gatos, 
Charl es Sibley has found them on Mar. 9 (specimen), Mar, 13 (t wo individu als), 
Mar, 15, 18, 25, 28, 29, and 31. Some of these are probably th e same individual. 
At th e April Cooper Club meetin g i n Berkel ey, Mrs. Junea W. Kelly r eported one at 
Smith Creek on Apr. 2 and Alden H. Mill er r eport ed one in Wildc at Canyon, Ccntr a 
Costa Co. on Mar. 21. 
Evening Grosbeak. Milton Seib ert saw two i n his yarct in San Jos e , Mar. 22 and 6 
flying over, Mar. 24. Ernst Pflock saw two to fiv e in a box eld er on S. 11th. St., 
San Jos e , Feb. 22, 23, and Mar. 2 and 5. The Zwaal s have banded 35 and unbanded 
birds were still corning to th eir fe eding tray on Mar, 30. 
Band-t a il ed Pi geon. Flocks have been seen near Los Gatos sinc e Mar. 15. E. Smith 
saw 2-300 in euc alyptus tr ees th ere on Apr. 1. Other r eport s have come from Los 
Altos and Palo Alto. 

The lfibi te-crown ed and Golden-crowned sparro ws ar e showin g conspicuous pre-nuptial 
molt through Marc h . Fox Sparro ws still pr es ent Apr. 5 (C.S.). Keep daily r ecords on 
Hermit Thrush, "crowned" spar rows, Audubon Warbl er, and oth er winter visitants so 
we can det ermine th eir departur e da.t es. Send l ast dates to th e Edi tor. 



q?,PORT OF FIELD TRIP TO STEVENS CREEK RESERVOIR! March 16, 1952. 
~·,1'ter postponement seemed inevitable becaus e oY bad weather, we were 
;,urprised at starting time to count 14 cars in the group. Inspi te of 
1rind and intermittent sunshine we were rewarded by seeing many bir ds . 
~he reservoir was full to overflowing but water birds were few: a Red 
·:,reasted Merganser in nuptial plumage, 2 Double-crested Cormorants, and 
2 Red-throated Loons in winter plumage. The brushy slope of the dam, 
~owever, furnished many birds. During our half hour on the path acro s s 
1-he dam we listed, in addition to the 3 water bil~ds, the following: 
8reat Blue Heron, Killdeer, Anna Hummingbird, Belted kingfisher , Red
:1hafted Flicker, Black Phoebe, Violet-green Swallow, Scrub Jay, Bushtl t 
(f lock), Wren-tit (singing), Bewick Wr en (singing), California Thrash c .· 
tsinging), Robin, Hermit Thrush, Pine Siskin (flyi ng a cross reservoir) , 
1}r•een-bac ke d Goldfinch, Spotted Towhee (sin ging), Brown Towhee , Oregon 
Junco (singing), White-crown ed and Golden-cro wned sparrows (sin ging). 

Continuing on around th e reservoir, we f ound a pa rking ar ea wher e 
we could l eave our c ars, to walk along a sid e road by a wooded cre ek, 
chrough an orchard, an d across a field. Along this road we adde d to 
our list: Turkey Vultur e , Cooper Hawk, Red-t a ll ed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, 
California Quai l, Yello w-b elli Gd (Red-breast ed) Sapsucker , Hai ry Wood
pe cker , 3teller Jay, Chestnut-back ed Chic kadee , Pl a in Titmouse, Varied 
Thrush, Ruby-cro wned Kingle t (singing), Orange-cro wned ~1/arbler (sing
ing), Bre wer Blackbird (mal es displaying), Purpl e and Hous e finch e s 
(singing). A pair of Bushtits were coll ecting nesting mat e rial. 

Above the reservoir we took the Mt. Ed~n Rd. and mado one stop
by a neglected orchard where there were s everal Oran ge -cro wned 1"Tarbl er s 
foraging in th o fruit tre es and down in th e mustard, wi th only occas i on
a l song. At this stop we add ed 8 more sp e ci e s to our bird list for 
the mornin g; Sharp -shinn ed Hawk, All en Hummingbird , Acorn Woodp eck er, 
Wes t e rn Blu ebird, Logge rhead Shrike , Hutton Vir eo, Audubon '.'iarbler, 
Wes t e rn Meadowlark . Thon we heard the call of th e Hungry Bird, "Wher e 
do we eat ?n The Faul DeWolfs 1 ranch near Cupertino proved a delight
ful place to lunch, with Anna and Allen hummingbirds buzzing about r od 
f ~eders and chickad ees coming to our hands for walnut meats. 

Bernice and George Bottin i 

NEVv MEMBERS. The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society takes pl easure in 
welcoming its new memb~rs. 

Mrs. Edith Glidden, 709 Howard Ave ., Menlo Park 
Dr. Malcolm R. Mill er, Dept. of Anatomy, Stanford Univ ersity 
Mr. John F . Nelson, Rt. 1, Box 210- A, San Marco Rd., Sa ratoga 
Miss Norma E. Northb erg, 309 Pope St,, Menlo I"a rk 
Mr. J ene E. Panko w, 277 E . San Fe rnando st ., San Jose 1 2 
Miss Lynn Robbins , Dept . of Ana tomy, St anford University 
Dr. O. R. Tann er, 1480 Hamilton Ave ., Palo Alto 

A SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE of th e National Audubon Society ha s bee n opened 
in .I{oom 201, at 693.Sutter St , ( Californi a Tea ch ers Association Build
in g). Mls s Mary Jeff erds, th e manag er, invit es the ;114 br anch es and 
10 af fili at es in California 11 to make usE: of th e services offur ed at 
t he offic e . Ther o are supplies of public a tions of th e l'a tional Soci ety, 
r8cornmended nature boo ks , bird and flow er cards, and much oth er na tur e 
mat e rial. Vi s itors a r e welcom e from 9:00 a .m. to noon, and again i n 
th e aft e rnoon bet weon 1 :00 and 5:00, Mondays through Fridays . 



CAL ENDAR F O R AP R I L 

I} SPE CI AL MF.ETI NG on Tuesday , April 8 , was announ ced several days ag o 
:_y p ostcar d . Don 't forget this important meetin g - Room 210 , Sc ience 
-~,Gi ldin g , San Jose State College , at 8 : 00 p . m. Mr . John H. Baker , 
I .res ident of the Nation a l /,udu bon Socie ty ( of which our Society is a 
13:ran ch) , will gi ve u s the la .test news on wil dlife co nse rv ati on • 
.:;ood attendance at this meet in g will stimulate the So ci ety ' s inter e s t 
i n the Audubon c ause. Come if you ca~. Be cause of th is spe cial mee t
ing , the r egu l ar April mee tin g in Pal o Alto ha s been canc el l e d. 

_ WILD FLOWER_PIELD TRIP will b e t aken on Saturday , Apri l 12, with 
~r . Ca rl 3ha r smith , of th e Sa n Jo se St a t e Coll e ge Sc ien c e Depa rtm ent, 
as le ader. Man y of u s k no w Dr. Sharsmith be tt e r as Ran ger Na tura list 
a t Tuol t1,_71ne M0adow s in Yonemi te Nati on a l P a r k . Dr . f3h a r sm.i t h c an t e ll 
us all the nam es , an d man y interesting t hing s r1bout ·nlnnt gro v.rth and 
t he rel a tion of wild flow e r s to th e ir environment . Mee t at Sf'.n Jose 
Stat e Col lege , at cor ner of E . San Car los and 5th St r ee ts, in time to 
s tart at 8 ~ 0 0 a . m. Br ing lunch . Dr .• Sharnmi th will p ro bab l y take u n 
i nto the hil l s s outh of San Jo se - wh e r e v e r th e fl owe rs ar c b e st . 

TuUD':YEEK I' IRD TRIP will b e ta lcen on 1~redn e sday mornin g , April 16, to the 
Pa ul De .,ol fs I ranch on Regnar t Rd ., whe r e c lJi c1radoes co mo to yo ur hand 
fo r walnu t mea t s and , at t h is tim e of y e ar, 3 spe c i Gs of hummingbird s 
buzz a bout t he fc ed0rs . Tr i p will s t art at 8 :30 a . m., at jun ction of 
Pro s pe ct Rd . with th n Sar a t oga - Sunn y val e Rd ., ab out half way betwe en 
Sa rat oga an d Cup e rti n o. 

11
~~ - SHOREBIRD_ F I ELD TRIP will b e ta kon on Sn turd ay , Ap ril 19., to t ho 

ll lvlso and Dumba rt on Bridge areas , wi th Cha rl es .Sibl s y as l e ad e r. 'rh e 
Sr):ri n g mi g r a tion will be a t it s p eak at th is ti me an d mc.xi mum numb c1·s 
of s horebird s wi ll be pres e nt . Mee t nt th e Alv is o School in tim e to 
star t at 8 ; 0 0 a .m. Brin g lunc h , and a scop e if you c c.n r,c t on e . 

,1'_RE SAN ANTON_~_Q__YALLEY F I ELD_ TRIP, sch e duled as a n ov e rn igh t trip , h a s 
b ee n change d t o a Sund ay trip only , on Apr l l 27 . Mrs . Gt1rol in8 Dav i s, 
who wi ll l e:;ad th e trip, i s p l a nning to go by way of Mt. Hnmilton n.nd 
r e turn t h rough Arroyo Mocho and Liv ormor c - nbo ut 100 milo1:i round t rip 
f r om .San ,Tose . On t his t rip we sh ould s ee Phainop epln s nn d oth e r 
int0 r o sting bi r d s of th e dri e r Con s t Rang es; nnd th e r e sh ould b o fin e 
displ e.ys of wi ld flow e r s . Mee t in. eas t So..n Jo s e , at corn e r of Alum 
Roc k Ave . an d J'.-1t. Hc~ ilton Rd ., in time t o stnr t at 6:00 a . m. Bring 
a lunch which includ e s a midmorning sn a c1{, b e c t=ms e we start so ea rly. 
If April ie r a iny , ch ock \•.1ith C. L. Sl ee p or , Menlo Po.J'.•k, · OI' Emily Smith 
ns to s t o.t ~ of ro a d b n cJc of Mt. Hamil to n rmd po :31.:;ib'.I.:; change o.f p l an s . 

MIDWEEK BI RD TRIP wj_ll b e t rtke n on i"iodn osd a y morning , April 30 ., to th e 
Rans·om Davis e s--r--gc.r d on in I'e nlo Pa r k wh ere bi r d box e s , bird f ee d, an d 
wa t er a t t r a c t bi rd s . Mr s . Dnvi s n l ao h ns in mind n sho rt wa l k in t ho 
vicinity of h Gr ho me . Mee t nt th e Da vis e s I ho mo , 11 40 Snn Mr.t o o Dr ., 
just off Santa Cruz Av e ., a t 8; 00 a , m. 

SANTA Ci,A&'.i VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branc h of NATI ONAL AUDUBON SOCIET Y 
Pr e s id en t --- Alb e rt J. ~ ool , Rt . 2 ., Box 7 28 , Sa n Jose 
Corr . Se c. -- Mi ss Eva Allon , P . O. Box 772 , Los Gato s 
Edit or ------ Charl es G. Si bl e y , Rt . 1 ., Box 24 1, Los Gat os 
Asso c. Ed . -- Miss EmilJ Smith , Rt , 1, Box 38 7, Lo s Gato s 

Meetin gs ar o h e ld on th e se c ond Monday of ea ch mon th, a l t tirn at e ly in 
San Jo se and Palo Al to. Gu es ts ar e al ways we lco me . 


