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ROOSTING OF CHICKADEES AND TITMICE 

After sundnwn we of ten notice birds se eking ni ght shelt er in th e dense folia P,e 
of Douglas firs, live oaks, and chaparral shrub s near our home. With the coming of 
autumn and winte r some of the bird s pr efer the prot ecte d pl aces about our house. For 
yea r s we have watche d. chickadees contend f or the ri ght to roost on a nail driven 
half way into a ra f t er in a corn er under the eaves nea r the front door. The l o si ne; 
cont enrler for this most des ir ed perc h would then settl e dovm on anoth er nail, cl of;er 
t o th e door, i n a spot l ess shelt er ed from the wind . 

During the autumn and -winter of 19.50-1 9.51 t wo Pla in Titmice bunked toget her 
ever y ni ght i n a bird box atop a pos t, ju st outsi de our south windcw. This year onl;i' 
one titmouse has sl ept in th e box . This pas t aut umn th r::: titmous e began ro ost i ng in 
th e bird box on August 16, th r ee weeks after th e chicY.adees had chosen th o nai ls as 
th eir sl eepi ng quart 8rs. On t hat date th e two chickad ees had b '1en on th ei r porches 
for about 20 minut es when th e t itmous e went into th 8 box at 7:57 p .m. D. S. T. For 
the next two weeks wG kept a.lmost daily watc h of their bedt i me, and found that the 
chick adees r egularly went to r oost ea rli er than t he titmo use . During the storm of 
December 1 th e bird box was blown down, a.nd al though it was set up aeain sever al days 
l ate r th e titmous e did not come back . The chic kadees, appnr ently une.ffect cd by the 
storm, ar e fluffy balJ. s on th e nails outsid e our .f.ro:it door 8v ... iry nich t • 

• Mist Q. Boyl an , Mt . Her mon, Calif. 

THE BIRDS OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY - --- -- --- --- ----
Y~ur Editors have begun work on th e manuscri pt of a new and expanded check-li st 

of the birds of Santa Clara Count y and adj acent ar eas . In this lis t th e seasonal 
status, r elative abundance , and ec olo gic al and geogr aphical distri bution within th ,J 
county and adjac ent parts of San Y.at eo, Santa Cru z , Ala meda, and San Benito counti :Js 
will be summarized . Unusual r ecords of occurr ence will be given in full . 

There ar e seve r al ways in which th e entir e mcmbf;;;rs hi p can hGl p us to make t his 
li s t as compl ete as pos sib l e . 

(1). Send in data on any and a11 r eco r ds of occurr ence fo r bir ds in this ar ea . 
(2) . Arrival and depar tur e dat ~s of migrants . 
(3) . Dates and loc aliti es of any unusual speci es, fo r exampl e , winte ring hav;ks, 

shorebirds, migrant hummin°birds, migr ant war ble rs , wint eri ng Clark Nut
cr ack ers, Townsend Solitair .Js, Red Cros sbills, Evenin g Grosbeak s, Sl at e
color ed Juncos , Whit e- throated Spar ro ws , ETC. 

( ~-). The l ocations of nesting coloni es of her ons , egr ets, Bl ack-n ecked Stilts, 
Avocets, Caspi an and Forst 9r t erns, all speci es of colonial sw~l lo ws and 
coloni al bl ackbir ds . Record s of former colo ni es not now activ e ar e equall y 
desi r abl e . 

(5). Nestin g r ecords fo r all species. Dat0s when nest bui lding, eggs , or young 
have bee n observed . 

(6). Records of th e occurr ence of except i onall y large numbers of any species . 

MARCH 1 is th e dea dl ine --- we int end to have t his list compl et ed before April 1, 
Pl eas e send i n your r ecord s ri ght away---and pl ease don ' t as sume that vre alr eady have 
th em. 

Charl es Sibley and Emily Smith 
* ** ************ **** ****** *** ************** 

Several per sons have sent in suggestions for th e format and cont ent of th e 
Bulletin . We espec i all y wish to th ank Agrn~s Prusm n, P8rc y Gibbs , ,md Viola 
And Gr son. The 1 r 0n- ti t ctcs i i;n of this months h0c1ding wo.s Mr s . Andrirson 1 s i dea . 



C A L E N D A R F O R F E B R U A R Y 

THE FOURTH AUDUBf?N SC~_r:~B...:rOT!:f~ will be p re sen t ed on Fri d ay , February 1 , 
in the Mont gomery Th ea tre, Sa n Jos e Ci vie J:..11.di tori um, at 8 o I clock. 
Leonard Hall will c onduct a Scr ee n 'rour t h r ough e l ev en of aour Nation al 
P a r k s . 11 Amid magnifi c en t sce ne:r•y }fir. Hall ' s f iJ.m shows beautiful wild 
fl owers and fin e for e13t trees; the astonishin g water ouzel which ca n 
wal k under water along cr ce~ bottoms , woodpec kers , grizzly bears, p orcu 
pine s , an d many oth er wild cre a tur e s. Mr . Ila ll is a wide l y k nown writer 
tmd le ctur e r. At his fam ed 11Possum Trot Farm " in Missouri he has 16arne d 
a t f irst hand co nser v a t ion l E-ssons whi ch are th e basis for his mission
a ry wor k in b eha lf of co n s8 r v a tion pra ctic es and me tho ds . To hie Scr nc-n 
Tour nu die nc e s he br ing s a pr of ound c onvi ct ion of t:he imp or t an ce of con ~ 
se rv ~ition educ a tion; an d in i'Our Nati ona l Pa r ks , 11 th e n ec es sity of J.;:c:ql 
:i.n13 our par ks fr ee from d.0structiv e comme rci a l us e s vrhich thr ea t en t hem . 
Ti cke ts a r e 74 CE,.nts ( st ud E,nts , 50 c ents ) an d can b e Lr..d r,t the doo r . 

'.11H:8 __ J OI NT TRIJ. 1TiiIT H MON•r::,:REY PENINSULA A1IDUPON SOCI ZTY to 7•-ioss ta ndin g·, 
s ch edu l ed for J r-rnrn .. ry 1 2 , had to b e p ost po n 0d. "l t h ~t 1..vas th 8 wee k - en d oi' 
win d , rain , and hi gh wr,t s r) t o Sun day , F'Gbruar y 3 . '.['he meE, ti nr, -r,l a co 
will b e on th e c onstr uctio n ro ~d (s o l ab e l ed ) nor th of c ement br idg e 
ov e r El kho rn Cl ough . '."J.ihe ti me ha s boE:-n se t nt 10 a . i•l•, bu t th e l eade rs, 
iVIr . un d Mr s . Cha rl e s H. Anoe r son , wi ll b e th 0 r o nn h ou r ear li e r , if you 
f se l l ihe an ea rl y stcr t . Bring lunch . 

THE CAS'rL E ROCK AlJD SUNfi'1(IT ROAD TRIP a l so h c,d t o b o r ostnoned , to Srttur
dny~·Fe bru -ary - 9 . - ·-Th-e- mcc;tin g· p l r-~ce wi ll be in Sc-,r a t ogt:'., .. c,t th o p a r 1~:1.ng 
p l a c e in fron t of Ca.mpb sl l I s Mar ke t , on t he Sa r o.t oc;::1- I ,os Gc1tos Road , 
at 8:3 0 a . m. Bri ng lunch. Mrs . Mc Bry cn b Rs in mind an al t e r nativ e 
tr ip in the Snr o.to gc. o.re r., if a ga in ther e is sn ow on tho Stnruni t Rond . 

THE REGULAR B1EB11.UARY MFE'11It ~G 1:vill b e h e l d :i.n Pnl o Alto, h1ond :1y , Fob . 11, 
in tho Junior :riius·6urn, [,t the p [,lo Al to Comnnmi t -:;-Cen t e r , £:.t 8 p . m. 
Dr . Cha rl e s G. Sib ley has ~6n Gro usl y co ns ~n t ca to s p 6 k ng~ in on t he 
n co tj ng bohc..vio r of bir dr ; , in r e sp ons e to r 0quos t s from :!:c.lo Al to mem
b e rs who cou ld no t c.tt 0nd th e J r:nuary meet in g i n 3~.n j·os o . Dr . Sibl e:,>' s 
t -l k will b e 111 th e v-.1r,y of an intro duc t ion t o the Goop c r r,t i v e Nest ing 
2urv E,y whi ch th e Soc ic t ·y is b einr:; asl{o d t o und cr t r-tl::c. Gue sts o.r c 
a l ways we lcom e, c,t our me et i ngs . 

Le ona J nlcobs cn , f ro gr t:.m Chc .. irman . 

1·....l1J.D~fEEK _BI_BP_'i'RI F will b e t c:{c n W0dn osd 0y rnor•ni ng , FGbru o.r y 1 3 , t o 
Mr s . Art hu r H. j onos I s gn.rden 011. Wes t Eo i gh t s , nnd nl ong tI' a ils in t .10.t 
Bo.i nt e r Av e . aref'.. . Meet r..t 8: 4f , n.. M. o.t tb e f:u i to l":i.r o St ::"tti on , on t he, 
Sar n tog a - Los Go.to s Rond., r..bou t h r..lf wrr:,r b s t vree n .::r.r 3 to gri e.nd Los Gat os . 

FIELD TRIP TO CRYS'l'l\L SPRi i'-iGS ~FSE RVOIRS wil: . b e t fl1.rnn Sund :1y, li1eb . 24 , 
with -Mr . ' nd-'iifl'.'·3~-1fo i;bGrt- S:i-_iltt gcnst.-Ein Cc3 l e::1d or s . Th e ·'.ri ttg Gns t ei n s 
nr 0 hopin g t o obta:ln perm i ss ion to go ont o t he Sr.n Fr::-n c isco '':o.tE,r ,,vor: -o 
p rop e rty, so th nt we, c r..n g0 t of f th e hi g:hwr'.y o.nd c l c •-; isr to t h 0 2.ako s . 
Me6t in Pa lo Alto at th e s . P . St n tion at 8 n . m. Br ~n g lun ch . If th o 
weat h e r is li ke ly t o b e b nd and th o r o is c1u ss t io n os t o t ,·.ldng th e tr i p , 
phone C. L . Sle epe r in Menlo Pn.r k or Mis s F: .. mi l y Smith in Lo s Ga tos • 

A SECOND :vIIDWEEK BI RD TRif vJill b e t r.lcen 1:J0dnesd 0y mornin g , Fcbruo.ry 27. 
ri1h e first hour will bZ- .s p0:nt in Mr s . E . I . M:i.ll E.,!' 1 s e;Clr de n in F8.l o Alto, 
r-,nd the re s t of th e mornin g a t Lngunita on t :"lc St o.nf or d Cr-mpus . Mor..~t 
r t Mrs . Mill &r 1 s h ome , 15 ~} l\~E::lv i ll e Ave . (b c t nrec.n Almu nnd Em0r son 
Str c0 ts) at 9 a . m. 



OUR 1951 CHRIST MAS BIRD CO~JN'J;_ vrns planned and successfully conducted b y 
Charles Sib ley. The fo llo win r., re po rt , c omp iled a c cordin g to stri ct 
i nstructions, vms sent to the na ti ona l Aud ubon So ci e t y and wil l appear 
in t h e April i ss ue of II Aud nb on P ield Note r3, it a 7 on g v.ri th Bird Cou n ts 
f r om all ov s r th e c oun t r y . 

S an ,Jose, Cali f . (7 ~ - mlle radiu s c en terin g a t I,,ir,bury Rd . and Ca::-iit ol Av ~ 
a nd i n cl uding Alvl so , Ev e r g reen , Ha ll's Vr ll 8y , and Culav e r a s Re se rvoi r ; 
s e.lt mar s hes a n d mu d f l a t ~:1 10 %, fre s h wat e r mo.r ;·;h 10 , oa k woo d land 30 %, 
de c iduous orc ha r d 20 %, p as tu re and g rassl a n d 10 %, c i t y a n d s u bur b s 10 %). 
De c. 30; 8 :00 a . m. t o 3 :30 p . m. Squ aJ.ly v.rith int s rm :ltt e nt s ho wers , h a i l, 
a nd s now f lurr ies ab ov e 1 000 1 in Ha ll' s Va ll e y; t emp . 30 t o 50 ; win d N 
to NW, u p to 50 m. p . h . in VJ ol e nt gu s ts , h :l.[:lJcs t t :Lda l ri::i e i n many 
yea rs a t Alviso flood ed al l sa lt marsh a nd tid a l fl a t a r eas b y 3:00 p . m. 
2 6 ob se rv e r s in 10 p ar ti es . Tot a l party hour s , 7 5 ( 30 on foot , 45 by 
c a r) ; tot a l p a rty mil e s , 262 ( 20 on foot , 24 0 by c a r ). 

Ea r ed Gr ebe , 10; w. Greb o , l; P ied ~bill ed Gr ob e , 1 ; Gr ea t Blue · He ron,11; 
.Am. Eg ret , 1 06; Whi st lin g Swa n , 7; Cnnnd a Go o:3c.,, 500 ± 50; \~lhi t e - f ro nt cd 
Goos e , 2; Sno w Goo so , 2 ; Mall a r d , 17; Pint ~il , 100 0 ±100; Gr ee n - wi n ~od 
Te a l , 17 ; Ci nnam on Toa l, 2 ; Sho v e l l e r , 300 0 ± Z.OO; Vv'oo d Duck , 2; Rin g 
n ocl rn d Duck , 68 ; Cnnv as - b a ck , :2; L6rrn0 r Sc am_:,, 16; Rudd y Duck , ? E>0 ±50 ; 
·;:ihit c -t o.ile d L l.te , 1 2 ; Sh nr p - Hhj_nn e d Hawk , l; Coo psr ' s Ifaw!r , 3; Red 
t n il cd Hnwk , 30 ; Ferr u ~ in ous ~fov1k , l; Gol de n E.1.13l G, 4; Mclr s h He.wk , l f .; 
P e r e g rin e F ['._lc on , 2; Spa rrow Hnwk , 4 6 ; Cn.J.if . 0,ur,il , 14 2 ; Hin c - n Eck cd 
Ph e ~ao nt , 3; Sor n , 1; Am. Coot , 400 0± 500; Ki lld co r , bOOi 50; Bl r ck - b e ll i s d 
Plov e r, 116; Wilson ' ;., Sni p ~_;, 26; Lo n p - bill cd Cu I'l cw , o5 ; Hu dson i c.n Cu r -
1 61.1\i, l; Willst~ 300 ±5 0,; G:C'r,r.t e x• Yello w- l e gs , 4 ; Lc n s t s~ n dp:lpo r , 50 0 ± GO; 
Rc-d - ba cked San dp i p er, 35; Dowi tcher , 98; ;rJ. Sandp i p er , 50 00 ±50 0; Am. 
Avoc e t, 1 34; Glaucous - wlnr t,ed Gull , 17; Her r in g Gull , 6 ; CaJ.if . Gull,11 0 ; 
Ri n i;-b illed GulJ. , 1 35 ; Sho, :-t-b i lled Gu ll, 14 ; Bona p arte ' s Gul l, 100; 
un :t.den t if ie d s ull s (probabl y moo tly CDli f . and Rin Q:- b i lled.), 30 00 ±500; 
F or :-J te r I s Tern , 1; Mourn i ng Dove , 17 ; Ba ,-:-in Owl , 2, Screec h Owl , l; Bur -~ 
r owin g Owl , 6; ,Shor t-ear e c' ·owl , 2 ; Anm 11 G Eurnmin gbird , 5; Be l ted Kin i:;-
f is h e r , 3; Red - J haft ed. Fli. ck er , 78; Ac or n i;,;co cl:qcclrn r , 1 2; Hu.i r y Wood 
p ec lrn r, 2; Downy Wood ·oe c'rn r , 3 ; Nuttn ll I s Wood p e cl<eP , 5 ; Bla c1( Pho ebe , 
21 ; Day ' s Fho ebe , 4; Horned La r k , 38; Tr eG 2wallow , 40 ; St e ll c r ' s J ay , 
21; Scrub ,Tay , 6E, ; ·z13llo w- bi ll 0d Ma s 1)i e , 7 9 ; fu i1o Cro ··, , 65; Chos tn ut
ba cked Chi ckadee , 51 ; Pl ain Ti tm ou.s e , 20 ; Cominon Bu s :t-,.ti t, 10 5 ; Fihi t o 
br e asted Nuth a t ch , '.c!; Bro wn Cr oepe r , l ; ,·ir r=.,n - t:lt , 5; A..-rn. Di.ppor , l; 
Bewick I s Wre n , 8 ; Lo ne ·-bi1l ed ll1pr sh '~:'r e n , ~'S; Roe>: 'f:'r en , 1; Mocld. n gbird, 
51; Calif . Thr ns b e r , 2 ; l:m. Rob 1.n , 1000 ±10 () ; Va ri e d r_._,h ru sh , 29; He rnli t 
'.!.1hru s h, 1 :J ; W. Bl uebi r d , 91; Ru b y - cr own e d Virn ! l f;t , Z13; 1riatt 0r Pi p it , 
400 ±50 ; Ceda r '·'f 2.xwin g , l 2fj i 25: Log 6 e rhea d Shr i Jrn , 3 '.3 ; Hutton I s Vi r e o, 3 ; 
Myrtl e Warb l 6 r, 4 ; AuQubo n 1 s Wn rbl e r, 500 ±S5 ; Townsend ' s •~~r bl e r , l; 
Common Ys llo w- tllro a t, 1; House Sparro w, 550 ±25 ; ,v·. Mea d owlnrk , 7 50 ± 25 ; 
Re d - win g 0d Bl a c~ bird , 22 ; Br &we r 1 s Bl ~ck b ird , 5500 ±500; Ev on in G Gro ~b oak , 
1 (c omin g t o feGd tr a y sin c e Do c. 21) ; Purple Fi n ch, 10; Hous e F inc h , 
1800 ±25; f i ne S i ~k in , 1 2 ; Am. Goldfin ch, 3 ~5 ±25 ; Lo s s e r Gol d finch , 
7 50± 25 ; Sp ot t e d 'I'owh 8c , 8; Bro wn To wh e e , 1 85 ; Gav n.nna h Sp ··1.1•r o·N, 7 50 ±25 ; 
La r k Spa rro w, 22 ; Rufous -c r own e d Spa rro w, 2 ; Or n . Ju n co , ,CC,00±50 ; Whit e 
cr owned S:r;nrro w, 8 7 5± 50, Goldei 1-cr own e d Spa rro w, Z-50 ±1C ; Li n c oln ' s Sy;1·.r -
1•ow, 10; Son g Spc.rr□'..J , 92 . Tot a l , 11 5 s pe c ies ; ab ou t 3 5 , 310 in di. vi du r.l s . 

Ev R All e n , Mr . nnd Mr s . Leo t 6r Brub ake r , J5.m Bur c\l c' .c, Fe il Di ck in s on , 
~ ob Gold en , H0nr:l HiJ .l , Els i e Ho c c~ , J a n et Koppe l, EAth er Olli s , AnnG 
P ot c rson, J im l' E-t nr son , Mr . and Mrs . Cl yd e Prusm nn , Mr . nnd Mr s . Mi lto n 
E'.oib e rt , Cha rl e:J Si b l cy (c ompil e r ), Le s Sl copo r , Emily Smith , :1r . an:: 
t irs . Irvi ng Sno w, St on l ey rrhomp~; on , MEltt Ve ss e l , I,Ir . an d 1'-'~r fl . Her b c::.'t 
Witt ge nstein, Al Wo ol, and 2c nn y Zwaal . 



FIELD OBSERVATIONS (Send YOU! r ecords to tho Editors) 

The Robins and Cedar v:axwings have arriv ed i n l arge numbers in the Los Gatos 
ar ea.. Ther e wer e "at l a a.st a thousand II Robins i n Alder croft Heights from Dec. 25-28 
( 'Lina Snow) and on Dec. 28 Dorothy FostGr obs<Jrved "rn;yr ia ds" ali ght in the r edwoods 
at Chemeketa Park. Dorothy Willi ams r eport ed 200 Robins and as many Cedar Waxvvings 
ea t i ng "r edberrics" on Jan . 11 in Los Gatos . Emily Smith observ ed huge flocks of 
Rob·ns and Cedar V'\'axv.rings bet ween J2.n , 7-14 in th 3 Glen Una ar 0a , Both spe ci es wer e 
fee ding on Toyon, Pyr acri.nth a , nnd Cotoneaste r berri es . Mor e t han a thous and Robins 
and 2-300 waxwin gs r oost Gd in ever er ee ns at th e cor n2r of B-:ill o Court and Glen Un,c1. 
on Jan. 15. On Jan, 12 Ch2.rles Sib l ey obs er ved at l ea st 2. th ousand Robins flyin g 
e"'st erly over hi s home and dro ppi ng into th e liv e oc'lks t o ro os t. Since th at dat ,3 
s -,veral hundr ed Robins l'.nd Ced;ir 1 .raxwing s have been f eed i ng t her e on Pyrac ant ha c.nd 
Co t one ast er berr i es. Om~ Ho bi n was a partia l alb i no, whi t G exc ept for the wi ngs : .nd 
some sc att er ed duskJ spo ts. 

Vari ed Thrush es o.r e pr e sent in unusu al numbers at Mt. Hermon this wint er, Mrs . 
Boyl an has see n more th is year th an sinc e 1949, They ~re als o abundant in th e l ower 
c,myons near Los Gatos . (E. E'.mith and C • .Sibl ey) 

Evening Grosbe2.k. One (femal e ?) visit ed th o Zwaal 1s fee di ng tr ay in San Jose 
daily bet ween Dec . 21 and 31 but has not been see n sinc e , 

Orange- cro wned WP.rbl er. One i n Ald ercr of t on Dec. 21, r eport ed by Mrs. Snow. 
Americ an Egr et. Al Wool saw 26 in a fi e ld ju st ea st of Mil pitas on Jan , 13 

fo ll owing th e heavy r ains and f l oods in th e Alviso area . Bsfor e the flo ods not mor G 
th an 2 or 3 had bee:m pr a sent. Al al so observ ed a Fer ru.gino us Hawk near Mof fe t FL)ld 
on Dec. 21, 22, 2nd 23. On th e 22nd. it was soen to catc h a- gopher. Dorothy Wool 
r eports a Vbistli ng Swan on "Wool' s Pond" ( or i s it now a l ake l ) 0n Dec. 22 . The 
swan circl ed and s ·3ttl ed to fe ed fo r 2½ hours , Qui t n a bi rd t o s 1:.ie in your own "yaLl 1 • 

1'1".rs. Snow saw a f lock of naarly 100 J..rnnric 2n Col df inch ,)s f.::,e din g on sy camor e 
see ds in Aldercr oft on Jan . 13 and Emily Sm;ith r eports a fl ock of 50 pi cking see ds 
f ro m r edwood cones .~t th e Sar atog2.- Bi g Basin r oad j unct io n on Jr·n . 20. A l ar ge floc k 
of Cht2stnut-b 2ckod Chickr1.dees -wor i3 al so f ee di ng on th e redwood see ds . A male 
Lawrence Goldf i nch was in th e Gl en Una area on Jan . 9 (Emily Smith). 

SIGNS OF SPRING --- -- ----
The nes t ing se ason i s r noi dl y appro achin g . Birds ar e f armin g pairs and • :: 

pros pectin g fo r nest si t es , Song is i ncr eas ing al most rtaily as t erritori al speci es 
begin to stake out thei r domains . On Jan , 2 a f emal e Californi a Thr asher was obs erv ed 
t o crou ch with quiv er i ng wing s in .fr ont of her ma.t e and Jan . 7 a f ern::i.l e Song Spar.row 
111 as seen in the same di spl ay . On Jan 23 a p2ir of Pl2.in Ti t mice inv es t iga ted a bi rd 
house , one enter ed and t he oth er l ooked in. (Emily S'Tiith , . 

On Jan. 2 Mrs , Boyl an observ ed a Chestnut-b 3cked Chicknd'.Je at iJ.f.t , Hermon which 
"t hin ks it is sprin g and shakes her wings and fl i rts to baa t o.1111• 

Song f:par r ows , Calif ornia Thr ashers, and i.1.'r en- ti ts sino- spor::,dica lly all v, int. ar. 
All thr ee have i ncr oased th e amount of s in q-in g in th e pas t week and on Jan , 24 a 
f!pott ed Towhee sang repeatec Uy fo r sever al minut es ne<'.r Los G.:itos. A few songs of' 
a Spott ed Towhe e w:~re hea rd on Jan , 18 . ( Charle s Sj_bl ey ) 

Befo re th e next issu , of t he Bull etin th er e should be some arriv als of mlg r .:int s 
(All en Hummsr at l ~n.st) and some r eports of nests . Let us hear .:1bout th em! 

c.s. 
*** ******************************* * ***** ** 

The Twenty - Third Annual Mee tin g of the COOPER ORNI THOLOGICAL CLUB will be h.dd 
i n San Fr anc isco, N2y 9-11, 1952. Th:; meeting will be hold i n th e new Mor ri son 
Audit orium of t he Cc:i.li fornia Ac0.demy of Sci ences i n Gol den Gat e Park. Ther e will b:, 
se ssion s for the pres entatio n of sc i entifi c papers on Frid ay and Saturd ay (May 9, l C) 
t nd an all day f ield trip to Marin Co. on Sunday , May 11. The annual banquet wil l 
be held on Saturd2 y evenin g , The pr ogr am will inc J.ude sever al movies on bi rds. 
The members of the S.:nt :,. Cl a.r a Vall ey Audubon Socie:t y ar o i nvit ed ( and ur gr:id) to 
atte nd th e meeti ngs. You ar e .:i.lso cordi ally invit ed ta join t ho2 Coop -r Clu b . 



SOME IN'l'ERE.STLJG BECORDS FOR T} E ~OUTH BAY AREA 

In the course of recent work on the forthcomi ng new check-list (see page 1 of 
the present Bullet i n) a number of inter e sting records ha.ve come to my attention . 
To date there have be en 272 speci e s of birds r ecor ded in the ar ea to be covered by 
th e list . This does hot inc]ude o~eanic birds unl e ss t0ey wer e record ed on San 
Fr ancisco Bay. A large pe rc entage of the rariti e s are du e to th e work cf the l at e 
Cha se Littl e john of Redvmod City a.nd to W.E . Unglish of GHro J' • Littlejohn coll e ct ed 
such species as th e Fulmar , Ashy Pe trel, Ross Goose , Blac k Brant, Barrow Gold en- r-:ye , 
Plack (American) Seat er, Bl <'lck Hail , Ye llo w Rail, c1nd Ancient Yurr •Jlet in the mar sho s 
or on the Bay near Redwood City . Unglis h has work e d th e south ern part of th e .San+.a 
Cl 2.ra Vall ey for over Lo ye ars . Soap Lak e on th e Pacheco Pass ro ad, the Pajaro Hi vor 
and Uvas Cree k ar e some of his favorit e spots . To him we owe t hn firs t county r 0co1·(~ s 
of Fl orid a Gallinule (br e8 ding a t Soap Lake) , Texas Nighth awk br ee di ng near Coyot e 
(l a ter studied by Gayl e Pic kwP.11 and Emily Sm·i th) , the Calliop e Hummingbird , ne sti ~,3 
Least Bell Vireo , and (with Mr . Eschenbur g ) win t e ring Harris Sparro w. 

Some oth er notabJ. G r e cords by oth er observ ers includ8 a Li ttl e Blu e Heron at 
it.t . Vi ew ( ·at son), Blu e - win ge d Te al (Si bl ey , Alvi s o), at l 0a st thr Gc old r o::::cords of 
th e California Condor , two Goshawks ( nnglish and r ool), s eve r a l Pi ge on Hawks , 
Gold en Plov er ( McLe an, Alviso) , \'Jilson Phal aro pe , Nexican Ground Dove (P 0sc adero) , 
Bl ack Swift br ee di ng c1t Berry Cr ae k Fal l s in th e :?.,mt a Cruz Mount a ins ( Emily Smith ), 
Black - and- ' 'hi t e Warb b r cit St evens Creek ( ,c:ibl ey) , many r 8cor ds f or Townsend f oli t a ir e 
and Evenin g Gros beo.k, Bobolink ( Lit t l e john, Rod imod Cit y ), Ca ssin Purpl e Finch, 5 
mil e s south of San Jos e (P.arlo ·;,r) , GrJEm- t a il ed Tmrh=~c ( McLe an, near EvP,r gr s2.en) , 
.?h;i.rp-tail ed .Sp£lr r ow in marsh ne:-::r l1flilpi tas ( t wo coll e ct ad by B~ck) , Swamp Sparrow 
( D2.ly City) . 

The history of th e Americ~n Egr ~t is c1 l e s son in the va lue of bird prot ection . 
Pefore 1380 eg r e ts wer e common i n t hG San Franci s co Bciy r eg i on . Due to plum e hunting 
f or th e millin ery tr ade th ey docli ns d to th e vc·r 6c of exti nct io n 2nd not a s i ngl e 
Am: ric a.n Egr e t was obs <-;rv ed i n th e S,)uth Bay ar ,:a fr om 18 80 t o 1928, a period of 
48 yet .rs ! In 192 8 a fow wer e found in S2.n 1.at e o County . 0inc e th en th ey have 
incr ea sed r cp i d1y and now ar e th e wost abundant member of th e her on family in the ar c 

Plume hunt i ng was s t oppe d in 1900 by th e f amous Lacey Act which prohibit ed the 
tr affic in th "' p lum ar,e of wil d North Amoric an birds . Tho Americ an B'.gr e t began to 
i ncr aase in the S;m Joa.Quin V;,_i.l cy by 1911 2.nd a f ew wer e s e,:;;n i n Lhc Suisun m2r shos 
be t.we,, n 1921 and 192li. Tho. .Audubon ,.oci e t y ano. th e Am3ric an Ornit holo gists Uni on 
Wer e instrum ent a l in t hJ p'.l.sso.go of th e Lacey Act . 

Charles Si bl ey 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Rnby- cravm e d fin ~ e t ➔:- Edi tori a.1 

A Ruby - crowned Yin gl et "in a swivet" 
Rat.e s all of th e tim e that you can give 
For once th &t he s tai ,•ts "s .:;ein v, r ed 11 

Pr e sto 1 upon hi s pl a in dr ,':'.b he .'.Jd 
A ruby sho ws- - so pl :=d.n t h~t you 
Will actu a lly s ee r od t oo . 

It doe s his wife no goo to fret, 
She' s nev er worn a. ruby ye t . 

W.arjori 2 KohJman Davis 

* * Dear Po,:,tess }, ar jorie Kohlman Davis 
it,* \\re enjoyed y our ve rse on thi s r ara av :i d 

-1.~ But v,e I ve se arch ~d thru I our ·1e bster 
~/4- (AJ.l t h tiintJ V \'J could giv e it) 
* To tr y to disco v..Jr ----------------
➔~ Yioti ne ck is a 11sv,rivr,t 11?? 

* Ed . 

* 
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