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Cooperative research projects have been undertak en by many org anizati~ns such as 
ours. A nestin g study is one such project which may be readily acc omplished with a 
minimum·of individual effort and. yet yield results of basic scientific importance. 
The l'T'ethod of obt ainin g do.ta is simple. A form ( see the enclosed sample) is fill ed 
out when evidenc e of nest in g is obtained. The accumulation of these records in 
g~~!!t y is what makes such a study of value. From thes e r ecords the periods of 
b·,.rild ing , layin g, and fledging of young may be det ermined. Second nestings in cert ai n 
spe des will show up as a double-humped (bimodal) curv e when a graph is construct ed. 
You may think that such thin gs ar e well-known. As a matt er of fact ·we do not have 
n.doquate information of this sort for any of our local species . Tru e , we can say in 
a G'-m.:;ral way when th a vario us species nes t and how many eggs th ey l ay---but th e 
i nformation is not pr <-3Cise and th er e is much to be l ee.rn ed 2.bout th ese problems. 

The enclos ed form is for conven i ence and uniformity. Enter the name of the 
species of bird on the first lin e and th e date of th ,;; observ ation follow-1'.1.g it. The 
loc ality need be onl y a.pproxi r,1at e , for example, 112 mil us north of :Vil pitas, Santa 
Clar a Co., Calif.". In checking th e i tems under "St.age of Nesting" fill out a form 
for each date upon which a nest is observ ed. If as i ngl e nest is checked upon sever ~l 
occas ions fill out up to four forms indic ating th e dates of th e fo ur succ ,3ssive sta g •. _, 
(1) building (2) eggs TT) young in nest (4) young b3i ng f ed out. of nest. These four 
reports may th en bo tr eat ed as if t hJy pertain ed to dif fe r ent ,1ests. 

The important thin g is to gs t large numbers of such r ecords. The commoner speci es 
ar e th e more clesire abl o sin ce we; should be abl ;1 to obtain mor ,J r . .::cords of th 0m, but 
all species are t o be includ c-;d . In addition , loo k back through your notes and fill 
out blanks for nest r ecords of pr evious years---t hE:y cir e equal ly valuabl e . 

The nestin g sea son is alr eady under wayl Th8 oggs of the Anna Hummingbird 
have been found in December a.nd t he Horned Owl begin s nestin g in January. Bush-tits 
and Allen Humrninghir ds begin in F'ebru<-'-ry. The succ 0ss of such a proj ect depends upon 
th e sust ai ned int ar est and co->per ation of all of th o m:imbar shi p . Lct 1s make it a 
fr ie ndJ.y contest ( as welJ. as a r esearch proj ect) to so2 who can r ecord th e larg est 
numbc:Jr of nes ts this coming year. Also--- who will find th e: fi rst nes t of th e sea son? 

Send a post al cru-d or 'phone ELgA.to 4-l.i.429 f ,-:ir a supply of blank forms. 

Charl es Sibl ey 

FIELD OBSBHVATIONS (Sand your r ecords to th e Editors) 

Road-runn er, Aug. JO, Alum Rock Park; Dusky Orange-cro ,flmcd Warbl er, Nov. 24, S2n Jose ; 
and .first VVhit e-cro Vlrned Sparrow of th e f all migr ation, Sept. 11, San ,Jose . M.L. S·.-=i b . .r-, 
ViJhi t o-t 2.il ed :n t e , 19 on Sept. 14 nea r Mil pit as; 5-7 fr equently fro m mid-Aug . to l:;.-J:.c 
October. Al Wool. 
CF..nada Goose , at Crystal Sprin gs Reservoir, f ir st seen Oct. 15; Nov. 7, 15 pr esent 
nnd about 100 i n 2 flocks on Dec. 13. Robert a 1' 1ri ght. 
Robin, very l arg e flock ("hundr eds") on Dec. 1 and .. dnrin g pr ec,ading week at 
Mt. Her mon~ Mrs. Adist BoyLm. 
Lawrence Goldfinch, 5 on Dec. 10 and seen fr equentl y durin g fe.11 near Los G:J.tos. Mr s . 
tTuliet Jon2s. 
Cedar Waxwings, esti mat 8d 1000 ea tin g Madron e berr ie s Dec. 15, St a . Cruz Mts. M.E. Shore . 
Horned Owl, Dec. 15 . .Strong t erritorial r esponse t o i lT'it ations of th eir "song"; 
Belted Kingfish er daily since Dec. 9 in oak wooded canyon, appari:mtly attracted by 
fish ponds in neighborhooct. Near Los Gatos. Charl es Sibl ey 



C A L E N D A R F OR J A N U A R Y 

THE THIRD AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR. comes .Thursda-y evening, January :· 3, with 
Laurel Reynolds presenting her new film "Western Discovery. 11 

Mrs. Reynolds, whose home is in Piedmont, is known to many of us as a 
delightful speaker (it was Mrs. Reynolds who presented "Fun with Birds" 
in our first series of Audubon Screen Tours four years ago). "Western 
Discovery, 11 with the Pacific Coast as its setting, pictures such inter
esting animals as elephant seals, killer whales, and porpoises; the 
rarely seen murrelets and auklets-birds that nest on islands off the 
coast of Mexico; migrating shore birds in the San Francisco Bay area; 
the many kinds of birds which congregate in a waterfowl refuge; and 
young Canada Geese at play on the Reynolds' ranch in Washington . 

The Scr ee n Tour will be presented at 8 p.m. in Montgomery Theatre, 
San Jose Civic Auditorium . There will be no matinee in the afternoon. 
Tickets are 74 cents ( s tudents 50 cents) and can be had at the door, 
This Screen Tour promises much human interest and delightful humor. 

JOINT TRIP WITH MONTEREY PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY will be taken Satur
day, January 12, to Moss Landing, with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Anderson as 
leaders. At this time of year Whistling Swans are likely to be seen in 
this area, and also other interesting winter visitant water birds. 
The meeting place will be on th e construction road north of the cement 
bridge over Elkhorn Slough (the con struction road leads out to dunes), 
and the time, 8:30 a,m. Bring lunch, 

THE REGULAR JANUARY MEETING will be held Monday January 14, a t 8 p.m, 
in Room 210 of the Science Building, San Jose State College. 
After reports of bird observations by the members, Dr. Charles Sibley 
will speak on "Nesting Behavior of Birds." Following the formal meet
ing, we will have the opportunity and privilege of examining the W. E. 
Unglish bird collection which was recently given to San Jos e St ate 
College by Mr. Unglish of Gilroy. It is hoped th a t Mr. Unglish will 
be present at th e meeting. 

Grace Brubak er, Program Chairman. 

A MIDWEEK BIRD TRIP will be taken Wednesday morning, January 16, to 
Alum Rock Park, with Mrs. Grace Brubaker as leader. Meet at 9 a ,m. at 
corn er of Alum Rock Ave. and Miguelito Ave. The Linda Vista bus runs 
out Alum Rock Ave. as far as Miguelita . There are sure to be empty 
seats in some one's car for those who come on the bus, 

ALL-DAY FIELD TRIP TO CASTLE ROCK AND THE SUMMIT ROAD will be taken 
Sunday, Janu ary 20 (not on the 27th, ns was announced in the Septemb er 
Bulletin), with Mrs, Donna McBryan as leader, Summit Road f ollo ws the 
cr est of the Santa Cruz Mts., which separates Santa Clara Co. from 
Santa Cruz Co., and affords scenic vi0 ws. There will be a short hik e 
to Castle Rock, and perhaps to oth er points off th e road. Meet at 
Saratoga Gap (junction of Highways 9 and 5) at 8:30 a .m, Bring lunch. 

A SECOND MIDWEEK BIRD TRIP will be taken Wednesday morning, Januar y 30, 
to Searsville Lake, with Miss Emily Smith as leader. Meet in Palo Alto 
at the s. P, Station at 8:30 a,m. _or at Searsville Lake at 9. 



F I E L D T R I P REPORTS 

LOS BANOS GAME REFUGE, November 4, 1951, The day was clear and warm 
as-thirty-f our birders entered the Los Banos refu ge. After receivin g 
instructi ons from Mr. Wattenbarger, the refuge manager, we drove sl owl y 
along roads that led to willow-bordered ponds and reed y sloughs where 
the waterfowl were concentrated. 

Two or three times when we stopped at a pond or slou gh we saw hun
dreds of vVhi te-fronted Geese and a smaller number of Snow Geese go up 
as we approached. At one of these st ops a bird of prey perched l ow in 
a small l onely willow proved to be a Horned Owl on closer observati on. 

We ate lunch by a large p ond at the south end of the refuge, and 
were thrilled to see several small flocks of Sandhill Cranes fly by, 
givin g th eir peculiar rolling call. Aft er lunch we drove ar ound the 
s outh end of the largest body of water on the refu ge . After parkin g 
our cars we appr oach ed the pond, ke eping b ehind a clump of willows. 
We could s ee befor e us a 60-acre ;;resting p ondn with thousands of 
waterfo wl on it. We rou ghl y estir:1at ed that there were 300,000 birds 
t h er e , th e majorit y of th em Baldpates, Sh ovellers, Mallards, Pintails, 
2.nd Gr8en-vvinged Teal. At various intervals thousands of birds would 
rise fro m the water with a r oar of win gs and settl e again. Here 
inde ed was si ght and s ound t o thrill all birders. On our way out of 
th e refu ge we sa w 30-40 cr anes on th 6 gr ound, and l a t s r sa w a t least 
500 fl y ov er in fl ocks of va r y in g siz es. 

Our list f or th e r efu ge includ ed Many sp eci es b esid es wat e rf owl: 
Ear ed Greb e (or was it a Horn ed Grebe ?), Pi ed-bill ed Grebe , Whit e Peli
can, Doubl 0-crest ed Cormorant, Great Blu e Heron, American Egret, Snowy 
Egr et, Bl a ck -cr owned Ni ght He r on, American Bittern, Whit e -fr ont ed Goos e , 
Snow Goos e , Mallar d , Gndwall, Bnldpnt e , Arneric nn Pint a il, Grec:,n-wing ed 
Ten.l, Cinn rnnon Ter..l, Shov ell &r, Rin g-necked Duck, Canv a s-bo .ck , Ruddy 
DucJ{, Red-t ni l ed Hawk, Mc.rsh Hawl{, Spa rr ow Ho.wk, Rin g-n ecke d Ph ea sant , 
Snndhill Cr ane , Fl orid R Gallinul e (22, r:1ost of which wer e acr oss th e 
r oad fr om th e refu gB), A:r.ierican Coot, Killd ee r, Grea t er Yell ow-l egs, 
Lea st Sandp ip er, Dowitch er, Avoc et, Rin g-bill ed Gull, Horn ed Owl, Red
sh aft ed Flic ke r, Bl a ck Pho ebe , Viol et- gr ee n Swall ow, Long- b illed Marsh 
1•Vr en, Robin, Ruby-cr owned Kin gl e t, Wnt er Pipit, Logge rh eo.d Shrik e , 
Audubon Warbl 6r, West e rn Meadowlark, Ye ll ov,r-h eo.ded Bl ackbird ( 20 ndul t 
mnl es in fl ock of Redwin gs, acr oss r oad fr om refu ge ), Red- vdn ge d Blac k 
bird, Br ewer Bl ackbird, Ar:1E:ric an Goldfinch, Snv ann ah Sparr ow, Lark 
Spa rr ow, ;·~·hi te-cr own ed Sparr ow, Song Sparr ow. 

AJ. and. Dor oth y Wool. 

HALL'S VALLEY AND SMITH CREEK. Remember h ow it rained th e mornin g of 
Decer.1ber 1? · You th ought no one in his ri ght mind would go on a fiel d 
tri p on such a morning. But the leader of an Audub on field trip must 
be at the meeting place whatever the weather, and s o Cl yde and I start
ed out with damp enthusiasm. We f ound one car already arrived-fr om 
Salinas I-and s oon an other car came. There were five of us in all, 
but the wind was terrific and the street a river; and s o we decided 
not to go u ~ the mountain t o Hall's Vall ey and Smith Cre ek. 

However we have a report of the sc outin g tri p we t ook Novemb er 9, 
with the Goldsmiths and Emily Smith. 1.i.,/e didn't arrive in Hall's Valle y 
until after elev en o 'cl ock and we sc outed only the Grant Ranch Reser-



voir and the adj oining field. With the help of Clyde's 'sc ope we 
identified the following species: Eared Grebe, Pi ed -bill ed Grebe , Red
head, Rin g-nec ked Ducl-c, Canvas-back, Scaup Duck (specie~?), American 
Golden-e ye , Ruddy Duck, Whit e -t ailed Kite, American Coot, Killdeer, 
Mourning Dove , Belted Kingfisher, Blac k Phoebe , Yellow-billed Magpie, 
American Cravv, Logge rhead Shrik e , 11res tern Meadowlark , Red- winged Black
bird, Br ewEir Blackbird , House Finch , Savannah Sparrow. 

We sp ent less than an h our at Hall's Vall ey and then went on to 
Smith Creek Range r Station , where we listed th e f oll owin g birds: Red
tailed Havv1<.:, Ca lifornia Quail, Beltc.:;d Kin gfish er, Acorn Woodpecker , 
Black Ph •Jebe , Steller Jn y , Scrub J ay , Yell ow-bill ed Magpie , Chestnut
bac ke d Chic lrn.dee , Pl a in Tit mous e , Bush-tit, Whi te-broa.sted Nuthatch, 
Wint er Wron, Bevdck Wren, Robin, Hernli t Thrush , Western Bluebird, 
Gold en-cro wned Kin gl et (a t l ea st one in a fl ock of Bush -tit s and othe r 
small birds), Ruby-cr owned Kinglet , Ceda r Waxwing, Hutton Vireo, Audu
bon Warbl 6r, Townsend \11Jarbl er, Brower Bla ckbird, Purple Finch, Spott ed 
Towhee, Br own Towhee, Orego n Junc o, Gold en-cr owned Sparr ow, White 
cr owned Sparr ow, nnd Song Sparrow . 

Vi!G r ec onm10nd Hnll I s Vall ey and Smith Creek f or an Audubon field 
trip, especially in November when the c ott onwoods, will ows and black 
oalrn are yellow and orange against o. blue sky . 

Agnes P rusman 

TOO LATE FOR THE FIRST PAGE. As I was cuttin g my h alf of the s tencils 
f or this Bulletin-;-with my typ ewriter out on th e porch this 20th day 
of Decemb er, I h ea rd thr ee thr ash ers singin g . The singing lasted only 
ten ninutes or so, but the birds se en ed t o be singing at ea ch other. 
Later one of th em-t he scrag gl y -tail ed one that has spent the fall 
in and about our gard en-pick ed up a dead twig from the ground and 
carri ed it into th e shrub wher e he roosts at night, Can it bG that 
thrash ers ar e alr eady beg innin g to fe el th e ur ge to sta ke out claims 
to territor y for nestin g? E.S. 

NE1.iV MEMBERS. The Santa Clara Valle y Audubon Society welcomes the 
followin g nGw members who hav e join ed during the last month. 

Dr. and Mrs. Victor Burke, Pi edmont Rd., Rt. 1, Sarato ga 
Mr. E . M. Combs, 53 Brookl yn Ave ., San Jo se 
Dr. and Mrs . H. B. Hur.1phrey,71 5 W. Fr emont Circl e , Mountain Vi ew 
Mr. Marius A. Robinson, Gen0ral Deliv er y , Stanford 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Branch of NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Pr es i den t --- Albert J. Wool, Rt . 2 , Box 728, San Jos e 
Corr. Sec. -- Mis s Eva Allen, P.O. Box 772, Los Gatos 
Tr ea s. ------ Mrs.Ev a McRae, San Jos e State Coll ege , San Jose 
Editor ------ Charl es G. Sible y , Rt . 1, Box 241, Los Gatos 
Assoc . Ed. -- Mi ss Emily Smith, Rt . 1, Box 387, Los Gatos 

Meetin gs are h el d on th e second Monday of ea ch month, alternately in 
Snn Jos 0 and Falo Alto. Guests are always welco me. 


