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BIRD BOOKS 

The tools of the bird student are few--his own senses, possibly a binocular, 
and one or more books. Usually the first book to be acquired is one of the "field 
guides" to aid in identification. Of the many such guides available two are of 
special value; ''A Field Guide to Western Birds" by Roger Tory Peterson (Houghton
Mifflin, 19hl. $J .~and"Birds of the P"iicIITc States" by R.alph Hoffmann (Houghton
Mifflin, 1927, $3.50). Peters'ori•s"Field Guide" is restricted to id entification 
while Hoffmann1s book contains considerable information on life ~istory, behavior,etc. 

For more' detailed jnformation on geographic distribution and occurrence in 
California we are fortunate to have "The Distribution of the Birds of California" by 
Grinnell and Miller (Pacific Coast Avifauna No. 27, publ. by the Cooper Ornithological 
Club, 1944. $7.50. Address: Dep•t. of Zoology, Univ. of Calif., Los Angeles, Calif.) 
For local records, although now somewhat dated, "A Directory to the Bird Life of t.ne 
San Francisco Bay Region" by Grinnell and Wythe (Pac. Coast Avifauna, No.""'Iif," 192-r;
~3.oo) is useful. Santa Clara county is included. 

Sooner or later the bird student becomes interested in such matters as migrc1.tfon, 
territory, behavior, physiology, molts, plumages, and oth er phas es of the biolo gy of 
birds. There is no up-to-iate book on avian biolog,J written for th e U.S. but the 
British have several which are excellent and which apply equally well to our country 
since principles rather than merely species are the matters of concern. Every :n•Jmh,r 
of the s.c.v.A.S. should obtain a copy of James Fisher's "Watching Birds" (Penguin 
Books, Ltd., London. 19 51, r ev. ed . PRICE FIFTY CENTS ( 1 ) ) • The Calif. Book Co. in 
San Jose has a few copies and will order more:-This little paper bound book of 178 
pages contains int erestingly written non-technical discussions of bird anatoJD3', 
classification, migration, ecology, territory, populations, display and behavior, 
nesting, and other topics. "Birds As Animals" by James Fisher (Heinemann, 1939) ir 
a more extensive (and more expensiveJ book on the same subjects. 

"Bird Display and Behavior" by E.A. Armstron g (Oxford Univ. Press, 1947. ,l;:5.or) 
is theniost compietevolume on bird psychology available. The classic, "Turritory 
in Bird Life" by Eliot Howard was first published in 1920. It has besn r eprintad 
"(coITins, London. 1948. $2.50) and is once again available . This book is not only 
authoritative but is beautifully v,ritten . 

There are several volwnes on bird mi.2ration. A r ,3cent and inexpensive pamphlet 
by Frederick c. Lincoln, "Migration of Birds" (U •• Dep1t. Interior, Fish and Wildlife, 
Service Circular No. 16. 1950. 30¢; may be obtcin cd from the Sup 1t. of Documents, 
1fashington 25, D. C. 

For the results of the latest inv estigations th e bird student should join one 
or more of the organizations which publish ornithological journiD.ls. The Cooper 
Ornithological Club publishes the "Condor", the .American Ornitholo gists Union 
publishes the "Auk", and the Wilson Ornithological Club, "The Wilson Bulletin" . The 
undersigned willbe pleased to provide further inform at ion about th ese organizations. 

Ch~rles -G. Sibley 

WAXWINGS 

On Sunday, November 4 at 4:00 p.m. a commotion in rrry garden aroused D\Y int<..r c-:::-' 
I found a flock of Cedar 'axwings settling into a pear tre e apryroximately 15 fc ,3t l 1 J; 

where the foliage was thickest. They made not ths slightest move so I pulled up~ 
chair and watched th_,m from a distance of 25 fe Gt until clark. For the next 1½ 1"1_ s 

th 0 eleven birds on D\Y side of the tree dig_ not !!!£Y§;_ in ~ least; some appeared t ., 
be leaning against twigs. Were they so ~xhnusted th'.lt food was of no interest? 
The following morning they wera gone. 

Curt Dietz 



C A L E N D A R F' 0 R D E C E IvI B E R 

A FIE LD TRIP T.O HALL I S VALLEY AND SMITH CREEK will be ta ke n this comin g 
Sat ·u rday, Dec ember-l~with .. i,1(r~---ana.-i{r·s~-Clycfe Pru sman as leaders. 
Ha ll's Valley is on the way to Mt. Hamil ton , about twelve mi les fr om 
San Jose; and Smith Cre ek Range r Station only fi ve or si x miles be yond 
Hall 's V~lley. On a field tri p to this are a in late Nov ember t wo years 
ug o se ven t y -o ne species of bi r ds were list ed . Meet in East San Jos e at 
corner of Alum Rock Ave . s.nd Mt. Hamilton Rd. a t 8 e..m. Bri ng lunch. 

J.HE SECO~D AlTDUBO~_§CREEN TOUR, ;'Ozark Idyll, i i wil l b e pre se nted Frid ay , 
December 7, by Alfred G. Ette r. Dr. Ett e r go t his t rainin g in ph ot ogra
phy as an avi ation cade t in t he U. S . Air Forces . Sta tion ed for a whi l e 
in Missouri, his na tiv e state, he dis c overed and f:l.l med "Wildwood , 11 an 
old estate in th e foothills of th e Oza rk Mts . Thes e c olor motion pi c
tures of the old mansion and its farm, wher o cro r,13 wore b e in g reaped 
almost as they were a century ag o, were th e b eg:tn ninr:;s of 110zark Idyll. 11 

After t he war he studi ed wildlife management und e r Aldo Leop old; th en 
re turned to Miss ouri t o get a Ph .Din bot any at ~a shington University . 
Dr . Ett e r 1 s pas tor a l film t ells the ye ar-r oun d story of 1111\Jildwood, 11 and 
of' the wild cr ea tur es whi ch liv e on the f a rm and in th o b eautif ul wood.
l and whi ch ga ve it s name to th e es t a t e . 

· · Tho Scr oon Tour · will 1)e p res ented at 8 p . m •. in th o Montgom ery 
Theatr e , San Jos e Civi c Auditorilm1 . Ther e wi ll be no m:.1.tinoe in th e 
a ft e rnoon. Fro m all acco unts II Ozark Id yl l ;r is a ve ry . b e autiful and 
int er esting Scr ee n Tour and should be giv 6n lots of publi c ity . 
Ti ck ets are 74 cen t s (stud ents 50 centi ) and c an be had at th e door. 

~~EE.-REGULAR DECEMBER MEETI NG will b e h eld on Monday, Dec ember 10, in 
.....__, t he Junior' Musmnn, at th e Palo Al to Community Cent er, at 8 p .m. 

'---' 

lir . Bert L. Worder , Fi r e Warden in San Mat e o Co., will giv e an il l u s tra 
t ed tal k on Butano Forest and It s Relation to Our Rec r ea t io nal Progrrun . 
Mr . 11.'erder was among th o fir s t p ropon ents f or th e pre se rvation of Bu.to no 
For es t and h elped or ganize Butano For es t Asso c i a t es , a grou p of local 
co nse rv ationists who are work in g for th G acquisition,of this for est of 
vir gin r edwoods for a stat u par k . Leona J a_l.{ob.:ien, Pro gram Chairman . 

THE MIDV'JE~ BIRD TRII' will be t ake n on Wednesday mornin g , Dec ember 12 , 
to th e Sibl ey s home b 0t ween Los Gato s and 0[',r a to 8a , wi th Mrs . Sib l ey t~:-1 · 
l ea de r. Meet th e r e at 9:00 a .m. If you don't know th e way , b e a t th s 
Quito Fir e St ation a t 8 :50 . The s t a tion i s on th e Los Gato s - Sa r o.toga Rd . 
two miles from th e c ent er of 38.ratoga and n mil e o,.nd Cs ho.lf from the 
c orn e r of Los Gatos- Sa r nto gn Rd. and N. 8an t n Cru z live , in Los Gato s . 

TPE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT wi ll b e nic,de on Sunday , Dec ember 30. 
'l'his will b0 th e t wenty-£' irst yea r in wh i ch th o f:.ant n Cl nr n. Vall ey Audu
bon Soci et y h as mr.d o n ;'Christm o.s Censu s ii P.nd th e fift y - se cond s in c e t h e 
l a t e Dr . Fran k Chapman fir s t proposed t h e id e a. Groups in all parts of 
th e countr y will bG makin g th Gir c ounts durin g th e wee k be:t wee.n Christ 
mas an d New Year ' s . The r es ult s ar e pu bl ish ed by th e National Audubon 
Soc i ety. V:o n00d lots of h 6l p -th e mor e eye s th e bett or- s o pl an to 
parti c ipat 0 this year . We want to cov er our 15-mi l e - diam ct er c ir cl s afl 
compl et el y as p ossibl e in ord e r to obtain th e b es t pos s ibl G ind ex to t he 
bird population in th e ar e a . Last year we almo s t had th o larg est to t ol 
count in the U. S . Lot ' s make it th e l ar ges t (and bes t) this yea r! 
The mee ting plac e will b e in San Jose, a t corn e r of E. San Carlos an d 
5th Str eets , at 8 a .m. At th e mee tin g place th e l e ad er , Charl es Sib l 07 _ 
wi ll expla in th e I 1ul es of the c oun t and outlin e the pro c edur e to be 
fo llow ed. Bring lunc h . 

I 



F I E L D T R I P R E PORT .'3 

F?\..EMONT fE AK STATE P ARK, Nov emb e r 17, 1 95 1 . Thirty mer.lb Eirs e njo ye d t he 
1:~1'."]_l)·- to F r emont r ea.1{ , wli e r c i n 1846 Cap ta i n John C. Premon t pr eu atur c;ly 
Ti}isod th e Ame.ri c an fl8 .g . Th e day was perfe ct for th u t rip a nd tho 
~:~_r-:ws f a r-r ea chin g as W6 drove u p th e st eC::;p mount a in ro ad to t h i 8 h:l gh -
0r:' .:, peak in t he Gubil an Rn.nge . 

WE: pa rk e d our c a r s in t he pi cni c 2 r ea ju st b e l o·,--.r t110 rcummi t and st arted 
•~mt to e x p l or EJ t ho tr c,i l s . An old ro ad a cr oss n wooded s l opo l ed t o nn 
a band oned d ol rn:1it e mi n 8 ; a st s6p r oc 1{y tr a il t o tho t op of the l im o:Jt.J n e 
f' ':;alr.; and oth e r trail s thr ou gh ope n g rov es of oak s and ou t in t o g ra :rny 
, ,.1•e, - fJ o P e rhaps t h e r1os t c onspi cuo u s bird in t his ar oe_-c c rtain l y t :1.0 
mos t a.musing - was th o Ac or n Woodpe ck0 r . F r om. t ho t ops of oo.ks th e 1Nooa 
p e ck0 rs vrnu l d l aun ch th0 :rusol v os al mos t v e rti c aJ.l ~_r into th e air , s oern
ingl:.,. aft o r in sec ts , a nd then wi t h a short turn abo ut , dr op b a ck to t ho 
o&,k s. Ot he r b i r ds a l s o s ee n fl y catc hing , Rl th ou gh not of th e Fl y c a tch ·
e r Fam ily , we r e V'les t e rn Bluf ,bird , .Audubon ·warb l er , [ •_H l Ceda r Wo.xwing . 

Birdin g in t h o p:1.cnic a r ea and n lon g th e t ra ils r csu lt 8d in th o foll ow
ing l is t : Rod - t n i l E.d Ha wl{, Gol d e n Ea£:,l e , Sp2.I'I'O W Eo:wlr , Ce.l if orn :la Qur.i l, 
Ban d -t a il e d Fi ,c_::;co n, Rc d - sho .f t ed :B'l i clrn r, fl.c o rn i·.ioodpE";ck o r , Y0ll ow
b e lli ed ( R0d -b rec ,s t od ) 8,n.-pcu ck e r , Hai r y Woodpe cke r , Nuttc. 11 Woodp e ck e r, 
So.y Phoe b o , Sc r ub J o.y, Cho8t nut - b a c ked ChJ. ck nd 0e , Fla.in Ti t mouse , Bus h 
ti t, Whit e -br eas t od Nuthatch , Wr e n-t it , .Duv·i c~,c 1.'-lr 0n , Rock Wr en, Rob i n , 
Hermi t Thru sh , 11Jes t e 1,n Blue b i r d , Bl u.0- g r o.7 Gna tc ntc hc r, Ruby -c row n ed 
Ki n g le t, Ce,da r 1HRx wi ng , Audubon t;~a rbl c r, We:.stu rn lVIon.dowl r.rk , rurp l e 
Fin ch , Hous0 .Fin ch , Arkansas Go:!..dfi nch , s,o tt cd 11'owho e , Br own Towh<se, 
Ruf ous -c r ownec1 Spa r ro w, Or egon Junc o , a nd G0J d c n -cr own0d Sp arrow . 

On the t r i p do wn th o mountain th e b ot a nlc nll y mind ed s t oppe d at a stnnd 
'--" of 11ines no t f ( _r b C:;lO \~, tl1 e ni cr1ic areo. c.nd. id. c nt lf i ed t l1.om [tS Coul t or 

l'in' os ; and ago.in a t a l ooll.:o~t poin t wh e r u s c rub Of'.lc, mo.nz8.niti:, _, sil t: 
t nssc l , un d c oc,nothus f ormed ox t e nsiv 6 ch ap arro.l , t o obser v e th o r atb e:r 
rar e Cr 0cp in g f!,age which was g r ovlTing ab undan t l -;;· t hf)ro as an un d e r sh1 '1'.b . 
F'arthe r d own a F l owe rin g Curr an t, bl oomin g ear l y , stopp ed the la s t b H .1 
ca rs bri e fly . · · 

· Cha rl es and Vi ola Ande r so n 

BI RD- BANDING DEMONSTRATION. Tvrnnt y - se v e n m0•11b e r s a nd gu es t s madE.: t J:Jc 
tr ek to Los Gat ~)s on Nov mnbcr ~~5 t o pa rt j_ci pa t c in the bird-bandin g 
wor k a t th e S i.b l e:/ Se F i f t y - s ov 6n indiv ldl:. fl.1s o f S GV Em flp0 c i n s we r e 
we r e b and ed . Of t hes e , 34 were Gol d6 n-cr 0~n 0d Sparrows; 14 Or ego n 
Jun c os ; 2 6a ch of Cali f 0r nie. Qu a il, Scr ub J·Ry , Calif'c rnia Thr as h e r , an c'l. 
Br own Towh 00 ; a nd l Sp ottE,d T01rhoe . 

Char l e s -Sibley 

/\.LVISO SALT MATI§}JX£§ .i _J~_oy~~r,per _ _?_~,.-- 1 ~_§1_. Dur5.n g 3 11 early morn:t n r, v isi t, 
while th e ti ciE: was hi r;h a nd a f ew hunt e r s' gu n s were yio;ipin g , vve li c t ed 
t he foll owin g b ir ds: Cor..1.ilo:i.~ Lo on , 1 ; En.r ed Gro b e , 19 ; iJi!hj_t c Teli c an, 4 8 ; 
Grea t Blu e Hero n, 2 ; P5.utnil , O; Shov e ll e r , 4 ; Rud dy DucJ:r:, 1; i/1hi t e 
ta il ed Ki t e , l; Kill d ee r , 16; Wilso n Snipe , 8 ; Long - b ill ed Curl ew, 1 2 ; 
Spotted Sandp ip e r, l; Willet , abo ut 4 00 r ~s t lng t oge th e r , Gr e~ t e r 
Ye llo w-l egs , 7 ; Sandpi pe rs , v e r y lar ge fl ock s (in on e smal l f l ock: 2 3 
Leas t, 39 ~ es t e r n , 25 R0d - b a cked ) ; Dowitc hur , a bo ut 1 50 ; Av oc et , more 
th 3n 500 r e stin g t og e t h e r; Ri n g -bill e d Gul l, num e r ous ; Bon apa rte Gull, 

'--......--nbo ut 100; Burro wi ng Owl, 2; Be lt ed Ki n c;f i s~c1Gr , 2 ; Bl a ck Phoe;be , 1; 
Lo n g -bill e d Mo.rsh VJr en, ~?.; VVat e r Pipit , mony; Log g e rhe ad Shrike 2 ; Audu
b on Warbl e r , 21 ; Yoll mv- throo.t , 2 ; Vie s t e rn i\1(.:nd.ow1o..r k , 7; Rod - win g0 d 
BJ.c.ckbird, about 50; Sav unnah Spa rro w, 18 ; So n g Spn r r ow, 5 . 

Ett1 3. S:r.1i th a nd Emi l y Smit h . I 



ROOSTI NG BIRDS 

The many blrds so much in evidence durin g the day are seldom seen while 
roooting at ni ght, A little search around your own home wil l probahly r eveal the 
h~bitual nocturnal perch es of some of your dooryard bir ds . During the day make 
a se arch for concentra t ions of dro ppings on the gro und under the eaves, below dense 
Glumps of folia ge, or other sheltered spots. After dark search the possible perch es 
a:"Jove these ar eas with a flashli ght. Indi victual bi r ds mai ntain the same roosti ng 
perc h for l ong periods . Ther e is a Chestnut -bac ked Chickadee which retires each 
n:i.ght to a perch on a climbing vi ne under our eaves, a Br ovm Towhee r oosts in th e 
denr.e cover of a clump of live-oak f olia ge and a Hous e Fin ch used to ro ost on a 
vin o be si de the scr eene d porch, Roost ing birds tuck th eir heads under the fe athTs 
of t he back (not under the wingJ) and fluff out t he ir plumage i n order to incre <1;--e 
t ho insulating ef fe ct. How many roostin g birds can you fi nd? 

Charles Si bl ey 

rmv MEMBERS 

The Santa Cla ra Valley Audubon Soci ety welcomes th e f oll mvi ng new members who 
have joined sinc e th e last membership list was publ ish ed . 

Mr. Val T. Ander se n, P. O. Box 353, Los Gatos 
Hrs. Foll ett e Broth -.,rton, 371 Eiphth Ave., Santa Cruz 
Mr. Edmund T. Dana, Route 1 , Box 353-A, Los Alt os 
Mrs. Wilh el m Flu gge , 2380 Ramona ,% ., Palo Alt o 
Mr. Raymond iff. Des Camp, 500 Tyndall St ., Los Altos 
Mr. Claude E. Flock, Fr emont Uni on High School, Sunnyval e 
Dr . M.R. Kirkwood , 249 Lowell Ave ., Palo Alto 
Mi ss Phoebe E. Mitchell, 1318 Glenwood Ave., f an JosG 25 

____ __,, Mr . and Mrs. Charl es Mues er, 312 Oakwood Plac o, Menlo Par k 

BARGAINS I N BI RD BOOKS ---- -- -- ---
In these days of hi Gh pr i ces a bargain is a r ar e th ing . Sel dom has a bett er 

bargain been of fe r ed than th e 2 vol ume set of Murphy's, "Oceani c Eirds of Sout h 
America" fo r $5.00 . This work was or i gina lly publish ed at t~l7 , 50 and is now b inf, 
cl osed out. It may be obtaine d f r om Dover Publi cati ons , Inc ., 17BO Br oadway , tk;vr 
York 19, N.Y. Total : $5 .10 -- t he dime is fo r po::itage . DovEJr Publ icati ons deal s 
i n "publ i she rs r emaind ers" and off er s many excell ent bargains in natu ral histor y 
bool-':s. Some samples from th eir 1at e st pr ic e li s t : "Fie ld Gui de t o th e Bir ds of th e 
1'."est Indi es" by Bond (publish ed at ~rJ .75) now :$1. 69 . "Bir ds of th e Phil ip pin es" by 
DGl acour and Mayr ( $3.75) ti,1. 95 . --

I have ju st r eceiv ed a copy of "How To Study Bird s" by Dr. Stu ar t Smith. This 
is one of th e excGll ent British books covering such t opics as migrati on, t erritor y , 
nestin g , beh8vior, song, f li ght , anato my, etc. It was publi shed at $3.0 0 . Dover 
Publ. has it for $1. 25 plus 10¢ postage ! I hear ti l y r ecorr,mend it . Even if you do 
not buy writ e and ask f or Tiieir pric e lists coverin g to pics of int er est to you . 
Many of us have been buying fr om th em for yea rs and fin d th e~ emi nently sat isf act or y . 

c.s. 
*********** * * ************************* **** 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY, Br anch of th e NATIONAL AUDUBON 80CIETY 

President: Albert J . ifool, Rt . 2, Dox 728, San Jose 
Corr . Sect 1y: :Mi ss Eva _Ul en, P. O. Box 772, Los G,qtos 
Editor: Charl es G. Sibl ey , Rt . 1, Pox 2ltl , Los Gat os 
Assoc, Editor : Miss Emily Smith, Rt . 1, Box 387, Los Gatos 

A MERRY CHRISTY.AS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

J 



'-" Sunday, December JO. 

AREA: Same as in past years. A 15 mile diameter circle with the center at the 
j unction of Mabury Road and Capitol Ave. 

MSETING PLACE: 5th . and San Carlos, San Jose , 8 :00 aem• Prini lun ch. The tally 
of the count wil l be held at l+: 00 p .m. at the home of Mr . and nrs. Lester Brubak er, 
191 J\ITountain View Ave., San Jose . -Be there pro mptly . 

SECTORS: The Area v',ill ba divided into 5 Sectors , as f ollows : 

A. The Alviso Sector . Bounded on the ea st hy St at e Ro~.:ita 17 (t he Oakland H1 12,y ) 
and on t he sout h by F. S . 101 (Ba;ysho re Highway) . 

B. The Southwes t Sect .or. Bounded on the north and east by U. S. 101. 

C. The Everg r een Sector . Bounded by U. f . 101, Alum Rock Ave., and th e Mt. 
Hamilton Road, The Mt . Hamilton Road is in tr. e Evergr ee n Sector -- thus the 
Ever gr een Sector includ es t he roa d its elfand Hall ' s Vall ey . 

D. The Alum Rock ~ector . Bounded by Alum Rock Ave., Mt . Hamilton Rd., U. S. 101, 
ctate Rout G 17, Capito l Ave ., and ~ier ra Road. (Sierra Road is in .Sector ~). 

E. The Calav eras Sector . Bounc.ed by U. 8 . 17, Capitol Ave., and .Sier r a Road. 
Si erra Road is in this se:ct or . 

SECTOR LEADERS: Secto r Lead.o:r·s ar e as follows: "A" - Charles Sibl ey ; "B" - Matt 
Vessel; "C" - Emily Smith; 11D11 - Grace Brub~ker; "E11 - Al Wool. 

Each sector l ead ,r is r esnonsibl.e for plan nin g tm itin or ci.ry within his or hc,r 
secto r. One or more co- l eaders rn,?.y be chosen by t he se cto r lc ;::d,3r so that the grmps 
may split up and thus covGr th e:: s0ctors more thor oughly . Itin Jr ari es should be 
plann ed in advance 2nd a sco 1t ing tri p m0de if µossibl o . 

RECORDS: Keep a r ecord of w;.wth .::r (t emperature, r a.i nfa ll, wind , clou d cover , etc.); 
habi tats (s alt marsh, or ch~rd , oak woodland, gr ass land , urb ::,n, chaparr al , l ake , etc.); 
ho~ and mil eace on foot and in ca1·s . 

In making e stimat e s of l ar g.3 numb:-::rs indic &.t() th G pro babl e error, for exampl e , 
5000 ±500; 150 ±·25; etc . 

Try to cover your sector as thoroughly as possibl e . Do not spe nd more tim e in 
a locality than is necess ary t o count th e birds 9r esent . 

One pers o in each gr oup should be appoint ed as the sc r i be to r ecord the count c. 
of each speci es. Keep a neat and complete recor d so th at th e f i.nal tally m2.y be 
made quickly and accur at el y . 

LET1S GO! 


