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.9:1If:'rEMBER WORK MEETING will be held on Monday evening , September 24 , 
E..:.; '7: 30 o' clocl ~ in Room 222 , Science Buildin g , San Jose State College, 
rr.·he Audubon Screen Tour f elders are read y for mailing, which means 
~r..mdreds of envelopes must be addre s sed and the folders ;1stuffed 11 int o 
tri.em. ''Man y hands make l:i..ght worl-c, 11 and so please come and bring your 
pen , or your typewriter, and names of persons you think will be int e r
es ted in the Screen Tours. ;118 can exchang e our summer bir d observa
tions whi1e we work . There will be refre shmen ts aft erwards. 

Grace Brubrucer, Program Chairman 

A MID~,'EEK FIELD TRIP, an innovation this year , will be taken Wednes 
day morning , Septem ber 26 , to Mrs. Marjorie St evens' garden in Los 
Al tos. A food tr ay , a bird bath, and a wood0d cre ek bank alongside the 
garde n, all promise good birding. These midweek morning trips, from 
8:30 to 11 o'clock , are be ing planned especially for beginners . Meet 
at Mrs. Stevens ' home, 503 W, Portola Ave ., at 8 :30 a . ma (Portola lwo . 
is off San Antonio Ave., about four bloc ks south from El Calliin o Real ,) 

AN ALL- DAY FI ELD TRIP will be taken Saturday , Sept ember 29 , to Crystal 
Spring s Lake , Half Moon Bay and points south, a t l east as far as PeRca
dero Cr ee k. Ther e should be m~ny opp ortuniti es for observing mi grat
ing shore birds and water bird s ; and on th e way to th e co as t pe rh apa 
newly arriving winter-visit ant l and birds . L6s Sl eepe r wi ll lead trip 
Meet a t s . F. Station in Palo Alto o.t 8 . n .m. Bring lunch. 

fIRLD TR If SCHED~~---~.9.£1 --~B?(J __ f,9!:!_R_}10~_T!:l~ ( de t a ils in comin g not ic es) 

Oct.10, Wednesday morning, to Aldercroft , in Santa Cruz Mts . 
ii.fir. and Mrs. Irvin g Snow 

Oct.14, Sunday , to ridge bet we~n hea dwat e rs of LlRg as and Uva s Cre eks, 
ne ar summit of Loma Fri et a , Mrs. Mary Ell en Shore 

Oct. 20, ,'3aturday, to San 1-1~ rtin End vlcinitJ 
Mr. and Mr s . il•lillio.m Ouderl -drk 

1Jov. 4, Sund ay , to Los Bano s Bi rd and Gr.;nc Refuge 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wool 

Nov. 7, Wednesday morning, to St 2.nford l;ni vers i t y Campus 
Mrs. Roberta ·Nright 

Nov.17, Saturdo.y , to Fr emont Peak St a t e Po.rk 
Mr. and Mrs . Charles And erson 

Dec. 1, to Ho.ll's Vall oy and Smith Cr e ~k 
r~ir. and Mrs. Cl yde Frusm nn 

Dec .1 2 , Wednesday morning, to a ga rden in Los Gatos 
Mr. and Mrs , Cl yde Frusm ::tn 

Dec.30, Sund ay, Christm ns Bird Count 
Dr , Charl es Si bl 0y 

Jan, 16, 1Nedne sd ay morning, to Alum Rock Pfark 
Mrs. Gr ac e Brubaker 

Jan. 27, Sund ay , to Cas tle Rock 2.nd th e Summit Road, in 3a nt 2. C I"17.: Mts. 
Mrs. Donnn McBry rm 

Emily Smith and Les Sleeper , Field Trip Chairmen 



ll!:J'ORT OF FIELD TRIP TO DUW3AR.TON BRIDGE, August 25, 1951. A cover of high fo g was 
we ~c-Jme for it r educed th e gl ar e and matle shor eb ird observation easy on th e eyes. 
Sc v·:;ral stops (ille gal!) were made alo ng the west ern approa.ch to the Dumb2.rt on ll~·idge. 
O,,.,:r 250 Double - cr es t ed (Far all on) Cormorants wer e count ed fl yin g i n fo:rmc.tfon f J:o:n 
sc..;.th to north. The si gni f icanc e of t his rr.oveme:it was not apparent al thou gh it wc.s 
p1:r)1:lably a local one i nvolvi ng passage bet ween a r oost i ng plac e and a f ee cling ar ec1.. 
Ba::-tholomew (Condor, 19LJ, pp. 3-18) studi ed th e movements of cor r.10rm1ts on S . F . Bay 
nea r Berkeley but his art i cle thro ws no light on th e pr es ent probl em. A Fors t er Ter n 
was observed carrying a fish (f ee ding young?) 2.nd many immatur e Ti'orster Terns wer e 
seen . 

Although the total numbers of migrants had not yet reached the fall maximum 
cert ain species were pr esent in abundanc e . Estj_mat es of t he numbers of Pintails and 
Nor th ern Phalaropes exc ee ded 5000 f or each speci e s . }~ost of thes e were on the en,,t 
s id e of the bridge . North ern Phalaropes apparently congregat e in f ar gr ea t er num0er s 
on t he salt ponds in the south ern part of the Bay than at Bay Farm I s l and. In a 
r ecent article Storer (Condor, 1951, pp . 186-193) record ed a maximum of 63 (August 25, 
1948) for th e fall migrati on at Bay Farm Island and Mrs. Kelly (Gull, Sept . 1951 ; 
obs erv ed 100 on August 17, 1951. 

The shorebirds were in var i ous stages of the post - nuptial molt . Many phalaro p0c 
were still in partial br eedin g plumage , oth ers in th e dr ab winter dr ess. Black-b el ·~..:. ..,...:i 

Plov er were seen in seemingly full nupti al plumage and in vario us stages of th e molt . 
The Eared Grebes st i ll carri ed tha nupti al head plumGs . 

Species obs ~rv en near Dumbarton Drid ge and t he KGO trans mitt er as follows: 
Bared Grebe, 3; Pi ed- bill ed Gr ebe, 3; White Pelic an , 200; Doubl e- 8r ested Cormorant,250 : 
Great Blue Heron, 5; Common (Americ an) Egr et, 25; ,Snovry Egr et, 4; Black -cro vmed Night 
Heron, 20; Pint ail, 5000; Pl ack- b~1l lie d Plov er, 5; Long- billed Cur l ew, 20·; Marbl ed 
Godwit , 15; Will et , 20; Ruddy Turn ston e , l; Bl ack Tur nston e , 6; West ern Sand.piper,6 0; 
Least Sandpiper, 150; Avocet, 40; ~orth ern Phal aro pe , 5000; Ring-bill ed Gull, 75; 
Short-billed Gull, 7; California Gull , 200; West ern Gul l , 3; Caspi an Tern, 3; Forst er 
Tern, 100; Barn Swallow, 15; Loggerh ea d Shrike , 2; 1 ·0stern Meadovvlark, l; Brewer 
Blackbird, 50; Savannah Spar row, l; Song Sparrow , 10 . 

At Mrs. Hill ' s home nenr Alv ar ado th e group had lunch end adued a Ruddy Duck to 
the list of wat er birds . A few cars return ed home vi a th e Los Est eros road near 
Alviso where th e follov d ng wer e obse rved: Killd E,er, 6; Qemipalmat ed Plover, 20; 
Marbl '3d Godwit, 4; Great er Yello w- l egs , 10; Will et, 12; f;hort-bil le d (?) Do¥ritcher,10; 
West ern Sandpip er, 400; Avocct 30; Ring-bill ed Gull, 400 . 

Charles Sibley 

The fall migr ation of land birds is l ess notic eRbl e th an th e spring migration 
because the males are not singing a.nd th e depart ur e i s mor e gr adual. Ther e are 
how·ever, more individual bir ds pr ese nt becaus e of th e crop of immatur es. Many 
in te r esting r ecords are obtain ed during th e fall mi gr ation. Most of' thes e are for 
speci es which nest north of California but whose normal migr ation rout es t ake th em 
cas t of the Si erra Nevada or Rocky ~f.ountains. All of th e six California reeords f o1· 
th e Tennesse e Warbl er ar e fall r ecor ds (Sept. 19-0ct. 14) and most of these for t hJ 
Black and Wh:ii.te Warbl er ar e for Sept . and October . The Red- eyed Vireo has bee n t aken 
t wice in early October and th er e ar e t hr ee October r ecords for th e Magnolia Warbl er . 
Most such s t raggl ers will seek wat er--- watch bird bat hs a nd oth er open Wetter for th em. 

This --is also the time to watch for th e arrival of our usu al winterin g species 
such as Varied and Her rriit t hru shes, Ruby-crowned Kingl et, Pipit, Audubon and Townsend 
warblers, and White-c rowned, Golden-crown ed, and Fox sparrows . Send your earliest 
dates f or wint erin g specie s to t he editors befor e th -3 next is sue of th e bulletin . 

c.s. 



Have you h&ard California Thr~shers, Mockingbird~, and ~ren-tit~ singing a good 
deal lately? Follow i ng the quiet of the molting period these species are now 
re-establishing territorial boundaries and hence singing is prominent once more. 
few species of birds maintain winter territories but most of those which do so are 
fall singers. At this time of year both male and female Mockingbirds sing since 
both sexes hold individual winter territories. 

Keep a record of the species which you hear singing in th e fall. Send your 
records to the editors before the next issue of th e bull etin. 

RECENT LITERATURE. Just off the press (Sept. 14, 1951) is a paper of interest to 
students of bird distribution. Dr. Alden H. Miller has pre pared , "An Analysis of the 
Distribution of the Birds of California" as a follow-up on the monumental; "Distributior 
of the Birds of California" which he co-authored with the late Joseph Grinnell. 

The "Analysis" is an attempt to draw generalizations concerning bird distribut:iJn 
in the state. Three types of analysis are presented; Life Zones, Ecologic Formatio ns 
(mainly plant formations), and Faunal Groups. This is not a "popular" paper but it 
contains much of interest to all bird students in this state. Most of the lists 
ar e given in common names. 

The volume is paper bound and is available from the University of California 
Press, Berkeley 4, California. Price $1.50, It is volume 50, No. 6, PP• 531-634, 
University of California Publicati ons in Zoology. 

"The Distribution of the Birds of California" by Grinnell and Miller was 
published in 1944 by th e Cooper Ornithological Club as Pacific Coast Avifauna No. 27. 
It is available from th e Club addressed to the Dept . of Zoology , Univ. of California 
at Los Angeles, Los Angel es 24, Calif. Price J7.50 paper bound, 608 pages . 

c.s. 
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