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TWO COMING FIELD TRIPS: (1) Saturday, June 9, s.ro und Searsville Lake, 
with Les Sleeper. Les reports many bird songs in the willo ws , duck
lings on the lake, and plenty of other good birding opport unities. 
Meet in Palo Alto at the s • . P• Station at 8 a.m. Bring lunch. 

(2) Saturday, June 23, Moss Landin g , with Charles and Viola Anderson. 
The And~rsons promise nesti ng Forster's Tern s , Black-necked Stilts, 
Avocets, and others. Meet in Moss Landing, at parking are a just north 
of bridge, at 8:30 a.m. Bring lunch. 

Les Sleeper, Field Trip Chairman~ 

ORNITHOLOGY LECTUR:f:JS. Dr. Sibley's concludin g l ectur e , ;'Geogr aphic 
Variation: the Significance of Subspecies, ;r deals with the p erplexing 
problem of subspecies-and, incid entally, will cl ea r up why in our 
field trip reports c ertain birds are now b ei ng li s t ed under n ew names, 
the Lutesc ent Warbler, for instanc e , and th e Slender-billed Nuthatch. 
The lecture will be given in Palo Alto on Monday , June 11, in the 
Junior Museum at 8 p.m. Attendance at the l ecture is not limited to 
those who are takin g the cours e . The single admissi on is 75 c en ts. 

REGULAR JUNE MEETING will be held in Los Gatos on Monday , Jun e 18, at 
the Leg ion Memorial Buildin g , 123 East Main St. (acro ss s tre et from 
Town Hall) at 8 p .m. Fi rst t en minut es of the pr ogram will be devot ed 
to reports of r ec.ent bird obs ervations by members. Come prepa red to 
particip a te in this important, always 0n j oyo.bl e p art of the progre.m. 
As spe ake r of the evening , Dr. Charl es G .. · Si ble y of San Jose State Col
lege, will tell of his experiences in Mexi co on f ie ld trips to study 
birds of that country, and will illustr ate his tal k with color slides, 
After the program there will be a brief business session to elect 
officers and diractors for the comin g year. 

An hour or so of birding and a 6 o'cloc k picnic supper will p recede 
the meeting for thos e who can come early, Charles and Frances Sibley 
have invit ed the group to use a community pi cnic area near their home 
in the Los Gatos-Saratoga area (see enclosed map). Come a s s oon as you 
can afte r 4 o'clock, with field glas ses and baske t supper. There is 
a good fireplace to coo k wienies or steaks nnd an oven to warm rolls. 
Bring a stick or two to help along the fire, if you happen to have 
some fire wood, and a cup for coffee. 

Agnes Prusm an , Program Cha irman. 

REPORT OF PI NNACLES NAT 11 MONIB\1ENT FIELD '11RIP, April 14 and 15, 1951. 
It would t ake too much space to tell al l we did on th e Pinn a cles trip. 
Thirty-four of us, cou nting the five children, camped in th e Monument 
Sa turday night, and Sunday morning four mor e members arr ived. For many 
of us th e chi ef interest in th e trip lay in the possibility of finding 
the nest of a Duck Hawk, or Peregrine Falcon a s it perhaps more prop
erly should be c alled. Mr. Hoover, the ran ge r in char ge , dir ect ed us 
to two former nesting sites. Sa turd ay af t er noon we walked up Chnlone 
Peale Tr a il to one of the t wo sites, but found no tr ace of Pereg rine 
Falcons. Nevertheless we thoroughly enjoyed our walk. One lovely 



picture lingers in the memory. A pine tree, yellow with ripe pollen 
''catkins," stood out on a little point against a red cliff on the 
opposite side of the narrow canyon. Sudd6nly a shn.rp gust of wind 
shook the tree and a long shimmerin g bQnner of golden specks streamed 
out in the sunlight. 

Sunday morning most of us s et out for the Old Pinnacles and the other 
known nesting sit e . We walked about t wo mil e s of th e old road, and 
a long the wny enjoyed the many bird s and wild flo wers, and th e pictur
esq ue roc k spires nnd crags which give th e Monument its nrune. A sho rt 
way beyond th 0 Old Pinnacles camp ground we found th e pl ace from wh j.r:h 
th e re is a. go.ad vie w of the great encarpm ent v,rh ere Peregrine Falcons 
h r:tve bee n known to nest. Cl yde Prusman so t up his I scope and ca re f uJ.1-y 
E,Xplored th e roclc y wo.11 in front of us, whil 0 the r es t of us explur 6d 
w].th our binoculars. Sudd enly Clyd 6 6Xclr..imed , i'Thcre h e is r 11 Sur e 
en ough, on a l edg e about t wenty feet do wn from th e top, was th e f alc on ~ 
F 3 r emnined quiet, observing us, no doubt, whil e we ob s erved him. 
1Fh en n vultur e sailed by he gave chase but was soon bac1{ at his pe rch" 
After a consid e r2bl e interv a l of watchful waiting , he took off agai n 
nnd dis appea r ed into a rec es s in the fac e of th e cliff, not far below 
his perch. Did he h ave a mat e and n est th e re? W6 wait ed and waited. 
Fin nlly out he came and perch ed on th e edg e of tho c aveliJ. ,·e rec ess u 

We could see his distinctiv e bl ack moust achios and, wh en he obli gin gl y 
turn ed, the sl a ty blue of hi s back . And then, to our gr er..t jo y , th e 
f emale joined her mnte at th e 0ntr ance to th 0 c r..ve . Aft er a sk irmish 
which might havE: b0 en courtsh ip , th e mal e fl ow awo.y an d the f E:mo.l e r 6-
turn ed to the hidd en recesses of th o cave . ~e sur el y wish ed th nt we 
could fly up nnd look in upon hor, so th o.t we could b0 ab solut ely sur e 
that we had found the 1951 n est s it e of o. pa ir of PC;r eg rinc Fo.lcons. 

Bird list for th e t wo d ays: Turkey Vulture; Golden Eo..gle, pair with 
nes t on cliff (Al Wool); Pr o.iri e Fn lcon ; Pere grin o Fa lcon; Spn rrow 
Hawk ; Ca lif. Qua il; Mournin g Dove; Poor-will; ':-'hite -th ro [l.t cd Swift; 
Anna's Hummingbird; Bclt 8d Kingfish e r; Red - shaf t ed Flic ~c r; Acorn Wood
pecl{er, ma le loo k ing out nes t hole; Do':my '!Voodpe ck or; Nuttall ' s .. vood
p ecke r; Ash-thro a t ed Flycatcher; Bl nck Pho ebe; Say ' s Pho ebe ; ~e st e rn 
Flycatch e r; Viol 6t- gre en Swallo w; Scrub J ny; Plo.in TitmourJe; Bush -tit, 
fe eding youn g in ne st; 1flhi te-br ea.sted Nuth c,tch ; 7ilr en-ti t; Hous6 Wr on, 
f ee ding nestlings; Bewick 1 s 'i r en; Cnnyon Wr en; Rock ~r cn, f eE:ding 
young in nest in goph er hol e ( Anne Pe t erso n); Cf'.lif. Thrc.sher; Western 
Blu ebird; Blu e - gr ny Gno.tc atch e r, n es t-bu i ld.i nc;; Hutt on' s Vir 00; Soli
tar7,7 Vir e o; ii'ir..rbling Vir e o; Orenge -cro wn cd Warbl Gr , incubr..ting; Audu
bon I s 'l\fo.rbler; Bl a ck -h ea ded Gr os bea k; J:1ur pl e Pinch; Eou:36 Finch; Ark . 
Goldfinch; Lawr enc e ' s Goldfi n ch, nest - buildin g ; .Spott ed Towhe0 ; Brovm 
Tmvh ee ; Rufous -cro vmed Sparro w; Bell's Spc rro w; Ore . Junco; ··1:11 t e
crowned Spa rro v.r; Gold en-crown ed Spo..rrow; Song Sparrow . 

Angeline nnd Irving Snow 

REPORT OF FIELD TRIP , April 22 , 1951, Owlng to un s ,':'cti sfn. ctor ~r circu m
st anc es tho tri p plo.nned for th e Uvas Vnll 6y was given up in f nvor of 
a trip to Mr. T. T. Tourtillott I s pla ce , ii Coon Hollow ;' on Metc o.lf Ra.. 
Twenty- six members and guests f,3.th e rE.d to enj oy Mr~ Tourtlllott's 
hospitality and th e fin G birdin g n.t his pl nce ; rmd l nt e r to follo w him 
to the Tony Costa Rnnch in Hidd en Vn.ll e~f > r.mid oc..k-c overed hills. 
The morning wns heavily ov0rc as t, cl en rinr, somev-1h8.t to ward noon , but 
remaining pa rtl y ov erc nst th e r es t of th e dnye Wild flo wers were 
quite profuse althou gh those whi ch clo se a t night wor e l ~te in opening~ 



..___.. 

We had quit e a list of birds nt Coon Hollow, and enjo ye d watching a 
Black Phoebe feeding youn g in a nest. Several luck y persons had the 
thrill of seein g a White-throated Sparrow, located by Mrs. Beatrice 
Nielsen. After a short . hour and half her e we went on to the Costa 
Ranch, where we found a creek to - explore and a chorus of bird songs. 
The highlight here was findin g a junco's nest in the grass on the bank 
beside the path. Our passin g too cl ose to the nes t cau s ed th e mot her 
to flush and reveal her four egg s, Aft er lunch at the picnic tables, 
~Lr, Tourtillott too k us into the ranch h ous e t o se e the uniqu e wes t ern
st yl e livin g room with its decorative, multi- p att ern ed til e fl oor and 
nov e l li ght fixtur es made of hors esho es and cart wh ee ls. Aft er an oth er 
hour of birdin g we turned our cars homeward. 

Bi rd list: Sharp-shinned Hawk ; Red-tail ed Hawk ; Calif. Quail; Mournj_ng 
Dove ; Horn ed Owl; Red-sh af ted Flic ke r; Acorn Woodp ecke r; w. Kin gbir d; 
Ash-throat ed Fl ycatcher; Black Phoe be ; w. Fl ycatcher; Horn ed Lar k ; 
Vio l et- gr e en Swall ow; Purpl e Martin; St eller 1 s Ja y ; Scrub J ay ; Yell ow
b ill ed Magpi e ; Crow; Pl a in Titmouse ; House Wr en; Bewick 1 s ~r en; Ca li fa 
Thra sh er; w. Bluebird; Bl u e- gr ay Gna tcatcher ; Hutton's Vir eo ; Wa rblin g 
Vireo; Orange -cr owned Warbl e r; Yellow Warbl e r; Bl ack-thro a t ed Gray 
Warbler; w. Meadowl ark; Bull ock I s Orio l e ; Br ower' s Bl ackbird; Bl e:ck 
he aded Gros bea k; LAzuli Buntin g ; Hou se Finch; Ark. Goldfinch; Spotted 
Towhee; Br own Towhee; La r k Sparro w; Ore . Junco; Whit e -cro wned Sparrow; 
Golden-cro wned Sparr ow; Whit e -thr oa t ed Spa rr ow; Song Spa rr ow. 

Charl es and Fann y Zwaal 

REPORT OF FI ELD TRI F TO llstmMUS MONS, ii April 29, 1951. ilHail, hail, 
th e Audubon ga ng I s all h er e 11-fourt een stron g th ey arriv ed at the top 
of the mount a in, t o be gr ee t ed with a h e avy peltin g of ha il s t ones. 
Soon, sh ak in g off th e pe ll ets, th ey wer e insid e and th awin g out in 
fr ont of a r oa rin g fir e . Although not the c onv enti ona l lunch hour, 
h ot coff ~e and picnic lunch es wer e dispos ed of, whil e waitin g out th e 
storm. Fin all y , puttin g on all av a ilabl e ea rmuf f s and sh eep -lin ed 
c oa ts, the bir d watch ers went out into a bea utiful world of cumulu s 
cl ouds and wide vist a s-Tam a lp a is, Mount Di nblo, cl oud -c ove r ed Mount 
Hamilton, th e entir e blu e curv e of Mont e r ey Be.y . 

The fir e truck ro ad, which c on tinues on fr om th e end of th e Alma Soda 
Sp rin gs Road and swin gs over t oward Mt. Umunhu m nnd Lomn Pri eta, was 
ch osen f or th o bird hik e . For a mil e and a h clf ~l ong this r oad Bul l's 
Spa rr ows wer e lo ok ed for in th e ch ap arr al whi ch str etch es away on b oth 
si de s, but no luck, not even wh er e th e l eade r h ad see n one ca rryin g 
f ood th e day b ef or e . However, oth e r birds on this brush y mountain s lo pe 
put on a goo d sho w: Californi a Thr ash er, Bewick' s 1Vr en, Spo t te d Towhee , 
Wr en-tit, Scrub Jay. And on th e way back , clos e by th e tr a il, a f emal e 
Cooper' s Hawk r ose swiftly int o the air with a qu a il in he r t alons, and 
made off down th e c anyon, pr obabl y to f ee d nestlin gs. Back ne ar th e 
cabin, vh er 0 tr ee s h ave bee n pl ant ed, wer e Orego n Junc o , Pur p le Finch, 
Bush-tit, Ash-thr oa t ed Fl ycatch er, Audubon I s ✓arbl er, Gol den-cro wned 
Spa rro w; and, onl y fiv e f ee t up in a cyp r ess t r ee , f'.n Anne.' s Humming
bird sittin g so ti ght on he r tin y nest th at she woul d not flu sh and 
r eve al he r t wo egg s until al most t ouch ed. No, th e r e wer e not many 
birds on th e wind y mount a in t op but it wa s a goo d tri p ! 

Fr ances Di et e r i ch 



REPORT OF ALVISO- DUMBARTON FIELD TRIP, May 6, 1951. The high point of the sprj ng 
migr ation of shorebirds was r eached in April but r epresentatives of most of th~ 
speci es which m_i_grate north along th e Pacific coast were found . Evid ence 0f th e 
pro gress of th e pr e-nuptial molt was detected in some speci es . The Red-ba c.kud 
Sandpipers were in th e l atter st age s of th e pr e-nupti al molt , some individuals 
having the black "window" of th e underp arts com1~1Gte, oth ers still showin g a. few 
grayish feath ers of th e wint er plur.ie.ge bc.~low. The incr eas e in aggr essi vcmess 
associated with the onset of th e br ee din g seas on n.nd th e cons equent upswing in 
t erritorial beh avior w:'!s wel l shovm by t he West er n Sandpi pers ·which clasl 10d 
r epeatedly lj_ke dimin utiv e gamecocks, seldom tol erati ng anoth er individu al of th o 
same species within sever al inch es whil e for aging . 

The Avocets noa.r th e KGO tra ,-1smi tt er wer e appar ently nestin g . They r esponded 
to th e approach of th e gr oup by flying close overh ea d giving th eir loud calls and 
th en settling to the lev ees to perform the "distracti on displ a;-{'', dr agging th emselv e.:: 
along i n simul at ed distr 8ss. 

Les .Sle eper loc at ed th e nest of a Savann ah Sparr ow conceal ed in a clump of 
grass on a leve e . It cont ain ed 5 eggs . The t erritori al songs of Savannah Sparr ows 
and Alameda Song Sparro ws (oubs pecies pusillul a) wer e hea r d const antly in th e 
marshl and . 

The dowitchers were carefully listened to since th ere is a sus pici on th at th e 
calls of the more int erior ( S.:tn Joaquin Valley, etc . ) fr esh-wat er Long--bill ed 
Dowi tch er ar e diff erent from thos e of the more coastal sal t-w a.t er species, the 
Short - billed Dowitch er , All of th e calls heard wer e th e sharp , cl ear-cut 11beut-b ec:t 11 

not es which are assumed to be thos e of the Short-bill ed Dowi tc her. (The r elati on·
ships of the do,vitch ers have but r ecently been cl arified . See Pi t elk a 's monograph 
on th e group, Univ . of Calif . Publ . in Zoology, vol. 50, No 1, 1950 f or the full 
story.) 

A small gr oup of 11bitt er - enders 11 located th e priz e of th e day at th8 west end 
of Dumbarton Brid ge---a f emale Old- squaw Duck r esti ng on a small shell - str ewn bea ~h 
in company with a female American Golden- eye and a female Lesser Scaup. The 
Old-squ a'N was still in wint er plumage which le ads to th e suspicion that it h::i.d 
neith er molt ed nor migrated due t o some endocrine (hormonal) ups et or injury. 

Barn Swall ows were carrying f eath€rs under a bridge on th o Los Est er os Road 
near Alviso indic atin g th at th ey wer e at th e nest-lining st age of ne st buildi ng . 
Cliff Swallo ws wer e obt aining mud fr om the shor e of th e Bay just north of th e 
east end of Dumb.'.'!rt on Brirl .ge and carrying it to the nestin g col ony under th e bridg e . 

Bi rds seen: Ear ed Gr ,?be , 30; ifuite Pelican, 50 on leve e nea r quarry at east 
appro ach t o Dumbart on Brid ge ; Grea t Blue Her on, 3; Americ an Egret, 12; Black-cr o ~rned 
Night Heron, l; American Bitt ern, 1 with whit e nuptial pa tc hes showing; Mallard, l; 
Pintail, a pair plus l; Cinnrunon Teal, a pair; Shovell er, a pair; Less er Scaup, 30; 
Americ an Golden- eye , l; Old-squ aw, l; Turkey Vulture, 5; Marsh Hawk, l; Clapper 
Rail, 2; Semipa lm~t ed Plov er, l; Killd ee r, 3; Bl ack- be lli ed Pl over, 2; Ruddy 
Turnst one ,l ; Long-billed Curlew , l; Will et, 30; Gr ea t er Yell ow- l eg s, 11; Least 
Sandpip er l; We ct ern Sandpi per, 500 plus; Red-b <1.cked Sandpi per, 5; Short-bill ed 
Dowitch er,. 75; Avocet, 20; Bl ack-n ecked Stilt, 6; North ern Phal ar ,:ipe , 2; Ring-bill ed 
Gull, many; Forster Tern, 100 plus; Mournin g Dove , l; Barn Swall ow, 4; Cliff 
Swallow, many; Mockingbird, l; West ern Meadowlark, 10; Br ewer Bl P.ckbird, nestin g 
at Alviso and at Dumbarton near t ho quarry; Hous e Finch, nest at KGO transmitt er; 
Savannah Sparr ow, many ; Song Sparrow, many ,. 

Charl es Sibl ey 
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