
SANTA CLARA VALLEY Al:JDUBON SOCIETY 

Mar ch 195 1 

THE_fIELD TRI P ALONy_T HE .AJ:2.Q.~~___QBEEt~, announ c ed in the Fe b ruary n oti c e 
of meetin g s , ·will be tal _<:en this c oming Saturday , March 17 , with 
Mr. and i'~rs . Ed gar He.sh a3 leaders . Throu gh the eff 01~t s of Wil Lui ck 
t he Nashes have permission t o go onto the g rounds of Adobe Creek Lodg e. 
Hi dden Villa Ran ch , farther up the Adobe Cre e~ , will be ex p lored next , 
at the invitation of r,;r . an d Mrs . Frank Duven e ck . Meet a t the s . P . 
Station i n Lo s Altos at 8 a . m. Br i ng alo ng a p ic n ic lunch , and a cu p 
and s r oon if you wil:i _ want h ot co ffe e . F or in f ormation ::1bout transp or
t ati on , tele phone Mrs . Le s t 6r Bruba ke r in San Jose; Miss En1ily Smith 
in Los Gato s ; or C . L . Sle epe r in Men l o Park . 

THE F I ELD TRIP TO COYOTE RESETIVOIR will be tn.ko n Sunday , April 1 , wi t h 
Mr . and _·rs . Herbert Witt g 0nst 0 in a s le a d e rs . They are p lannin g a 
liesur e l y hike a lo ng the od g e of the lake , follo wing t he ro ad to the 
de.m. This i8 int e re s tin g c ountry whlch promises goo d birdin g . Meet i n 
Morgan Hill , at 8: 30 a . m. , at c orn e r of Main Str sc t and P.i ghv1ay 101 , 
across th e high way fr om tho City HalJ . . (The City Ball is on your righ t 
soon aft e r ent e rin g Mor ga n Hill fro m the north . ) Brin g picnic lun ch . 
And a g ain , Mrs . Bru ·oake r , riis s .Smith , and Les Sl E:.E-p c r ·Hill b 0 glad 
to h e lp a b out trans p or tation . 

TWO COMI NG FIELD TRIP DATES : Apri l 8, to Pinto Lake in Santa. Cruz Co ., 
with Mr-s . Beatric E- Hi ne HL ,ls Em; and Apr il 14 an d 1 5 , to the P inn ac les 
National IJionu'TIGnt , with 11Irs . Irving Sno w. 

OrtNITHOLOGY LECTFRES . Dr . Sibley I s fourth l e c tur e , ;1F ea t h 0rs , Mol ts , 
and Pl u.rna,3cs , '1 will b e gi v 6n in Palo Alto , in tl 1e Ju nior Hu s6 UJn, Monda y 
ev enin g , ;,iarch 19 , a t ei ght o ' cJ.oc !c. "P..da p ta tion s for Fli ght , ;, 'Hi l l be 
the subject of th e fifth l e ctur e , wh i ch will b e giv en both in San Jose 
and Redwoo d City - in San ,Jose on i~;ednE·sd ay , Ap r :'Ll 4 , in Room 216 (n ot 
in 210 , a s first sch eduled), Sci en c e Bui ld ing , San Jose St o..te College ; 
and in Redw ood City on Monday , April G, in Room 26 , I'Iu s i c Building , 
Sequoia Hig h School . Eig ht o ' cloc k ia th e m0e t i n g time at e a c :':l pl a c e . 
The t en l octur 0 s wer o pl anned an 8. cour se but can b o tal ,rnn singly , f or 
ea ch on e i s a unit in it se lf . Eo.ch l e ctur e deals vi'ith som e on e phase 
of b ird life. llu ch of t he m&t c ri a l which Dr . Sibl ey is pre se nt i n g , 
in no n - t e chnical l ::l.n gucg c , is d i f f icult for th o amat eur to ge t be,c au s e 
it is s c a t~ c r ed in ma ny scienti fi c publications . 

BULLETIN An OUT BI RD,3 . Have you fl. c op v of ;1::3irds ;; by Gayl e Pi clc. 1cll , 
'"hich VIP S !)Ubl is r~e d·-b y San Jo s e St 2,t ·e ° Coll ege , in th e We s t er n Ne.ture 
Study Sc ri c s? The Santa Cl c.r a VEll ey Audu bon Soci e t y obt "-in ed en ough 
c op i es of this bulleti n so th a t ev e r y m0.'nb c r c ould h :1v e on o . If y ou 
hnve not pi ck ed up your co p y at on e of the mee tin g s , s end s lx c ents 
in st runps f op p o.st E.ge to th e Corr o sp ondin g Sc c r 0t ury , or as k h e r fo r 
y our c opy at 2..n y mee ting - sh e usu a ll y h 2.s s ome w5-th h e r . ('r h E, s ec ti on 
on .-iFor~t h8 r s , i i p a g e 9 5 , would be a g ood intr·odu c tion to Dr . Sibl ey's 
next l e ctur e . ) 



REPORT OF :MOSS LAND_DIG FI :CLD TIULz.__J'EBRUARY 1 0, 195 1. Ins p ite of 
drizzlin g rain and th8 weath e rrn.an I s forecast of rain al l day , nineteen 
bird ent husiasts started out very early from Santa Clara Valle y to mee t 
members 01' the Mont e rey Peninsula Audubon Society at Moss Landin g at 
8:30 a. m. When t h ey arrived at the c oast the sun was shining , and the 
en t ire day p roved rainless and pleasant . 

At the me e ting place , near the mouth of El 1~horn Slou gh , the b i rd e rs were 
greeted b y a lone ;;1/11.i te Pe l: 1-c an - pro ba bly on e of the s ev en whi ch have 
been win t e rin g on the slou gh . Th0 p resenc e of t h is ma gnific ent bird , 
with its nin e - foot win g s p r ea d , d,r.m rf ed all t he ot: t e r birds , including 
even t h e Bro vm Pe lic a n . Fi shi ng h Eir e in t he qui ot wat e r wer e three 
spe c ies of loons , nE-ar enou gh t ogeth e r to make c ompa rison e a sy; a l s o 
four sp E-ci e s of gr eb e s and th e three cor'morants . 

On th e san dy edges of th e slou gh , bac J{ of the s and dunes , Sanderl l ng s, 
Recl.- ba clrn d So.ndpip e rs , '/,:c stern Sm1dp iners, and Lea st .S::mdp i po rs min gled 
to ge th e r and ga ve th e b e g i nn e rs ev E:ry opp ortunity to le a rn to t e ll th em 
ap &rt . On s of the p r e ttiest si ghts of th& da y wa s a group of richly 
c olored Ci nnamon Te:nls and th 0 ir bro wn m8.t c s , tw enty - si x in numb Gr , al l 
s wimmin g clos e, to ge tr. .0r in a sma ll p ond in the ma r shy a rea ·. 

Sixty - four sp eci e s of b irds wGr s j_dE-ntified at Moss Landin g b e fore a 
halt wns c c..ll e d for lu n ch on th e dun e s: Common Loon , Pacific Loon , Red 
thro nt ed Lo on , Horn ed Gr e be , ·Ea r ed Gr Gb e , West e rn Gr ob e , Pi ed - billed 
Gr ebe , '!!hi t e Pe l i can , Bro wn Pe lj_can , Doubl e - cr e st ed Cormor ant, Brandt I s 
Cormor rmt , Ba lrd I s Cormor~mt , Gr oa t Blu e He ron, Amer i c ::,.n Eg r s t , Sno wy 
Egr e t, BJ.. - er • . ilJigh t He ron , Bl c.ck Br nnt , )lfa llnr d , Gadwnll , r i n t a il , 
Cinn amon Te a l , Shov E-lloI' , Sc au p Duc k , 'Vhit e - win god Seat e r , Surf Sco t er , 
Ruddy Duck , R&d- bI' eo.st ed Me r ga ns e r , Red - tail e d Enwk , Marsh Hnv,k , Duck 
Hawk , Sp arro w Ho.wk:, Coot , Snowy Plov e r , Killd ee r , Dln.ck - belli ed Plov e r , 
Lon g - billed Curl e\"/, Hu d s oni rm Curl ew, Will e t , Gr ec.t c r Ye llo w- l 0gs , Leo.s t 
Snnd p i :p0r, ·ti.cd - bnclrn d 3n ndpi p c,r , Dowi tch e r, ··1est E-rn San dpi 1Jor, Mf'..rbl ed 
Godwi t , Sc.ncle rlin g , Avoc Gt, Gl .ucous - wi nge d Gull, i"/0 st orn Gull , HGrring 
Gull , IUn e-- bi ll E;d Gull , [-lhort - bill ed Gull , H0c rino..nn 1 s Gull ( imma ture ), 
Forst e r ' s Te rn , Cro w, Pi p it , Hous o Spa rro w, ~ c st c rn Mondowl or k , Rod 
win ge d Bl a ck b ird , Br ~wer 1 s Bl a ckbird , Hous e Finch, Savannah Sp ar r ow, 
Whit e - cro wn ed Sp arro w, Lincoln ' s Spa rro TI, Son g Spa rro w. 

Chnrlie nnd Viola Ande rso n 

REFORT OF ALUM ROC_E,: FI ELD TRIL FEPR.JJA_[(Y 25 , 1951 . Linda Vi s t a was tho 
moe tin ~ p l a.c e , and the f r:..ir - siz ed crowd which £O.th e r ed ther e , lin ge red 
to watch o. l o.r ge flock of Cedo.r :n8.xwin g s flutt e rin g b o.ck and forth be 
tw e en u t e l evision a e ri Gl nnd b e rry bu s h e s, nnd b e t wee n o. t al l fir and 
the s e.me b e rry bu sh e s . ·1'Voodp e ck 0rs and mocki ng birds furnis h e d oth e r 
int &r e s t until r a in s ent th e bird wc tch c rs into Altu~ Rock P ~rk and the 
sh 0lt e r of t he p avil i on . Th e r e th e birds we re qui e t in th e d rizzling 
r a in , but enou gh np p E111r e d in the surrounding t r e es l'.nd shru bs to kee p 
ev e ry on e loo .d ng . 1-Iermi t Thrush, Va ri ed Thru s h , rmd Red - br en st cd SHp
su ck e r we r e t he hi gh points of th:'i.s pe riod . Aft e r the sho we r we mndo 
the c ircuit of th e bird c 2.ges nnd de e r pe ns , wh e r e jun c os nnd Gold en 
c rowned Spa rro ws wer e in good numb e rs , a nd follo wed tr r.ils by the c r e ek 
until l un ch hour took us b e.ck to th& pnvilion , ju.st in tim e to e..void a 
se c ond sh owe r . Wh 6n th o sun cnmc out ngnin we wr.lk r:,d up tho rond to ward 
the f nll s . F our Nhite - thro a ted Swifts we r e in evid ence , and t wo Gol den 
Engl6s wer 6 fl y ing low enou gh to p e rinit n good look . But the rea l show 



Wf'..S 11 sk irmish betw ee n t wo Rod•-t &il ccl Hawks end o. Golden Er-gl e whi ch 
had invad ed the Red - tail s ' terr i tor y . The t wo ha wks tool{ turn s diving 
at th e ea gle., and r epea t edly th e eag le was seen to turn over compl etely 
in order to present it s tal ons to th e attackin g Red -t ail . 

After the trip was ov er thr ee indef atigable members r emained for a last 
loo k and ad ded to th e day I s list a Py gmy Owl, which wns be in g 11mobbed a 
by a lon e ma le Anna ' s H1.unmingbird. The birds listed on the tri p were: 
Turke y Vultur e , 6 ; Sh ar p- sh inn ed Hawk, 1; Red- t a iled Haw}•::., 5; Golden 
Eagle, 2 ; Sparro w Ha·,:ik , pa ir ; Cal . ~·uail , 5; Kill deer, l; Py g;:ny Owl, l; 
White - thro at ed Swift , 4; Anna ' s Euminin gbird, 4; Red - sh aft ed Flicker , 2; 
Cal. Wood pe cke r , 5; Red - bre a s t ed Sap suc ke r, l; Nuttall ' s Woodp eclrnr., 2; 
Blac k: Phoebe , 5 ; St el le r 1 s Jay , 8 ; Cnl. J ay , 10; Am. Cro w, l; Che stnut 
bac ke d Ch ic J.i::adee., 10 ; Plain Tit mous e , 4 ; Bushtit , 2; V-ir entit, 2 (singing); 
Bewic k 1 s Wr en, 2 (si ngi ne;); MocJci ngb i rd , 4 ; Cal. Thr as h e r, l(sin gin g ); 
Robin , 50±; Va ried Thr 1.1.sh , 3; Hermit Thrus h , 14; W • Blu ebird , 2; Golden 
cro wned Ri ng l et, 3 ; Ruby-c ro wned Ki ng l et., 10; Cedar V\iaxwin g , 200± + 20; 
Cal. Shx•iko , pn ir; Hutt on I s Vir eo , 2 ; Audubon I s iffarbl er, 14; Towns end 1 s 
Warbl er, l; W~ Meadowl ar k ., 2; Br ewer' s Blac lcbir d , 40+; Hous0 Finch , 8; 
Pine Si sk i n , 19 ; Gr ee n - bac ke d Goldfinch , l; Spott ed To~1IBe, 2 ( s in gin g ); 
Bro wn Towh ee , 8 ; Ore . Junco , 100+; ½'h i t e -cro wn ed Spa rrow, 4; Gold en
cro ~ned Spn r row , 30; Song Spa rr ow., 6 . 

Member s pre s ent wer e : Mrs. Ransom Davis; Mr . Curt Di etz; Dr. Fri edlander; 
Mr. and Mrs . Gol dsmith; Mr . and Mr s . Har wood; Mr . Henri Hill; Mr . and 
Mrs . Oud er ki r k ; Mro . F . J . PE,rry; J'im FGt er s on; Mr . n.nd Mrs . Fru sman; 
Mr. Les Sl ee pe r; Mis s Emily Smit h ; Mr . and Mrs . Al Wool, anc~ Sus nn and 
Juli a ; and . .Ir . and Mrs, Zwaal . 

Jim Pet erson 

SOME BIRD OBSERVATIONS. Already many of the non-mi gratory birds which 
have been with us all winter are busy with nesti ng activities. Al and 
Dorothy Wool have a Bro wn Towhee ' s nest in the Bou r,ainvill ea by their 
front do or. There wer e thr ee egg s in the nest on March 8 . On the 
same da y , across the street from the Ouder k ir ks in Los Gatos , a pair of 
Bush ti t s wer e taldn g turns workin g inside a nest whic h look ed. finished 
on th e outsid e . It han gs in an acaci a tre e and t he outside is beaded 
with ac nc la flo wer LJ. '.i!hile watchin g the Dush ti t s Mrs . Oud erkirk saw a 
Plain 'i1i t mouse ca rry away a bit of cotton which it ha.d pull ed out of 
one of th e ba lls of cott on han gin g on a scre en door . 

At my home ne ar Los Ga tos, a pair of California J ay s wer e sna pp in g t wigs 
off tr 8e $ , March 8 , to build a n est in a shrubb y liv e oak near th e hedge 
wher e thr- 2,sh c rs had alr eady c ompl e ted th e ir nes t. On March 12 a pa ir of 
Bewic k I s iJVr ens wer e bus y carr yin g nestin g mat erial into a er r.w k b et ween 
t wo empt y s ee d fl a ts in the sl a t hous e ; and t he next mornin g a fem ale 
Song Sparr ow vras pic k in g up lon g l engths of dry Bermuda gr as s which 
tr a il ed beh i nd h er a s she fl ew to th e h edg e . Emily Smit h . 
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