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A FIELD TRIP to Alum Rock Park will be taken next Sunday , February 25 , 
with Jim Peterson as leader . Mr. Peterson knows the park well , for he 
wa s stationed there for several years as Naturalist . The meeting pl a c e 
for the trip will be in East San Jose , at the c orner of Alum Rock Ave . 
and Miguelita Ave ., just north of the main entran c e t o San Jose Country 
club . Me et at 8 a . m. and brin g along a lun ch . For information about 
po ssible transportation , teleph one Mrs . Le.st er Brubaker in San J ose; 
Miss Emily Smith in Los Gatos; or C. L . Sleeper in Menlo Park . 

(The next t wo field trip dates: Mar . 17 , alon g AdobefCreek , in Los Altos 
eel,~ area; and A:i::,r . l, to Coyote Rese rv oir , south and w-es · from Mor gan Hill ) 

THE FOURTH AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR comes Friday , March 2 . Allan Crui ckshank, 
who will p r es ent 11Bel ow the Big Bend , n is n o str ange r to us . Twi ce our 
Soc iety has had occ a sion t q know he is a liv ely , sk illful l ec turer and 
an ace bir d ph ot og r aph er . This year he t ake s his audienc e into one of 
our ne west primeval nati onal pa rks , Big Bend National Pa rk in s outh west 
'11 exas wh er e the Rio Grande makes a "bi g bend .,)' In this 'li'!ilderness area 
of de sert countr y , deep river go r ge s, nnd t owerin g c astellat ed mountains , 
Mr . Cruic ksha nk will sh ow us springti me c a r pe ts of des e rt fl owers~ su ch 
interesting birds a s th e Vermili on Fl ycatch er end the wild turkey; and 
among oth er unusunl anim a ls, th e str ange Armadillo. Als o includ ed in 
this moti on p ictur e film o.re sh ots Mr . Cruickshnnl{ t ook on side trips to 

-- 110. ca ve of t 1ivo milli on ba ts ;r; t o the c ol orful bord er t own of Villa Acuna; 
and to th e Lr.gunn Madr G c ountr•y a t th e Gulf of Mexico . 

The Scr ee n Tour will be h eld in the Montg omery Theatre , San J ose Civic 
Auditorium , at eight o ' c l oclc (Frid &y, M~rch 2) . Tick ets are 74 cents 
(stud ents 50 c ents) nnd can be had nt th e d0or th e ev0n i ng of the per -
f ormo..nce . In th e nf t ern o•")n Mr . Cruicksh anlr will sh ow n. sh ort en ed 
v ersion of this film t o sc h ool childr en in th e Los Gfatos Gr ammar School . 

THE REGULAR MARCH MEETI NG will be h eld in Pa.l o Alt o on Monday , March 5, 
inste ad of en th e usu nl s ec ond Mond ay of the month. The mee tin g pla c e 
will be th o Junior MusE-um, c.t th G Community Cent e r on Middl efield Roo.d, 
End th e ti mo, 8 o ' cl ock . A po stc ard next week will an n ounc e th e progrron. 

THE ORNITIIOLOGY LECTURES by Dr . Chc.rl e s G. Sibl ey , which our Society is 
s pons orin g , &r e b0ing well r.tt Gnd ed and enthusi r,s tic ally r Gce ived . The 
third l ectur e , ;1Bird Behav i or, ir will be giv en in s c~n J ose on 'Nedne sday, 
March 7 , c.t 8 p .m. in Room 210 of th e Sci enc e Build ing , San J os e Stnte 
College; and th e s r.me l ectur e will b e r epea t ed in Redwood City on the 
f oll owing Monday , March 1 2 , c.t th e s o.m6 h our, in Room 26, Music Buil ding, 
Secuoi a High School . Att end anc e o.t the l ectur e s i s n ot li mit ed t o thos e 
with s cns on tic ke ts . Single r:.dmissi on nt any on e l ectur e is 75 cents . 

STRAYED, a b ook l or.ne d t o th e Soc i Gty by Curt Di e tz , ;'Birds Over America_l' 
by Roge r Tory Pet erso n . Doe s nny on e know wher e it is? Fl eu s o l e t Grace 
Brub aker or th e Corr e sp onding SGcretr.ry kn ow. 



JAJ UARY 13 FIELD TRIP REPORT. The dny was mild c.nd sunny, a.ft er cu rly 
morning frost, with only occasional wind to b other us. The areas visited 
were the .Amphitheatre and Lagunita on the Stanford Campus; Searsville 
Lake; and the marshes at the beginning of the west anproach to Dumbarton 
Bridge. The best birding was at Lagunita and Searsville Lake. 

Lagunita, after the abundant early rains, had become quite a pond , and 
there was a nice display of ducks there. Two or three dozen Canvas-backs 
were easy t o identify; and near en ough to them to make c omparis on easy, 
were three Redheads. Close t o the sh ore were about thirty Mallards , and 
off by themselves, half a dozen Ring -n ecked Ducks; and further out, at 
least fifty Ruddy Ducks , about t wenty Scaups , and tw o pairs of Buffle• 
heads. Other than ducks , there were many Coots and, swimming by them
selves , f our Pied -bill ed Grebes . Where we were standing by the r oad on 
the south side of Lagunita, th e re was a Black Phoebe, a Sparrow Hawk, 
and , disturbed by our presence, a pair of Log ge rh ea d Shrikes . 

At Searsville Lake the water birds were few. A flock of perhaps forty 
Ring-necked Ducks flushed suddenly and with swish of wing beat flew over
head and out of sight . Later a gr oup of sixteen Mallards also flushed. 
For the rest , ther e were t wo pairs of Shovellers, two or thre e Ruddy 
Ducks, t wo Pied -bill ed Grebes , and s ome Coots. Land birds , however , were 
plentiful on the wes t sid e of th e lake. The outstanding disc overy was 
was an immature White -t hroated Sparrow , feeding und er oaks n ea r th e gate, 
in c ompany with Gold en-cro wn0d Sparr ows . The distinctive thr oa t patch 
was not pure whit e , but it was cl ea rly def in ed , and th e yellm v spot in 
fr ont of th e ey e was obvi ous when the sun sh one on it. 

At th e invitation of Capt. and Mrs. Ransom Davis we spent a ve ry enjoy
abl e noon h our in th e pati o of their Menl o Park h ome, where th ey had hot 
c offee f or us nnd s ome extras f or our picnic lunches. 

Birds list ed at Searsville Lak e {which Miss Emily Smith insists sh ould 
be included in this report): Pi ed-billed Grebe , 2; Great Blue Heron , l; 
Malla.rd , 16; Shoveller, 2 pairs; Ring - ne cked Duck, 40; Ruddy Duck, 2 or 
3; Sharp - shinned Hawk, l(caught junc o and t ook it t o pine t op t o eat) ; 
Red-tail ed Hawk, 2; Sparr ow Hawk, l; Coot, 30±; Killd ee r, 2 t ogethe r; 
Anno. 1 s Hummingbird, 4; Red - shafte:d Flick er, 5; Acorn Woodpccl ze r, 6; Red
breast ed Sapsu ck er, 2; Hairy Woodpeck er, l; Bl a ck Ph oebe, 3; Cal. Jay, 5; 
Chestnut-back ed Chickad eG, 10; Pl a in Titm ouse, 6; Bush -tit, fl ock; White
breast ed Nuthntch, 2; Wr 6n-tit, 2; Cre epe r, 2; Bewick 1 s Wr en, l; Robin, 
8; Varied Thrush, 14; w. Blu ebird, 8; Ruby-cr owned Kinglet , 3; Cedar 
Waxwing , small flock; Audubon ' s We.rbler, 5; w. Meadowlark, 4; Red- winged 
Blackbird , l nrge fl ock; Pur pl e Fi nch, 8; Hous e Finch, 12; Am. Goldfinch, 
3; Gre en-be.e ke d Goldfin ch, 3; Spott ed Towh ee, 2; Brown Towhee , 5; Ore, 
Junco, lar ge fl ock; White -cr owned Spnrr ow, large fl ock; Gold en-cr owned 
Sparr ow, 24; ~bit e -t hroat ed Spnrr ow, l; Song Sparrow , 3, (Driving back 
fr om Sea rsvill e Lak e , al ong th o SRndhill Road , t wo Lewis ' s Woodp eck ers 
were spot t ed in an oak .) 

N6il Dic k ins on 

JANUARY 28 FIELD TRIP REPORT. Almost t wo months afte r th e ori gi n cl trip 
t o Lnke Merr itt was canc ell ed , s ev en 11die - hards 11 j ourn eyed up t o Oak lo.nd. 
The day was overcast and cool, but n ot t oo unpleas ant. Thos e of us who 
had been on th e Christm as Bird Count were all-braced t o c ount birds by 
the thous and s. Imag in e our ch n.grin when we got t o the lak e and saw only 
half a dozen birds swimming ar ound. Cl ose scrutiny sh owed thr ee of them 
t o be gr ebe s, nne Pied-billed and tw o \f1cstern . The fourth bird was a 



mnl e American Golden -e ye . The fifth and si x th ~irds · got away . 

Later we sa w a female Golden-eye and had a close-up l0 ·ok at anoth er male 
Golden-e ye . We were awed by his be auty and at how he seemed to match, 
feather for feather, the color plate in Kortright's ;;Duck s, Geese , and 
Swans of North .Americaii which Elsie Hoeck had wisely brou ght along. In 
the absence of bird exp erts, that book was our only authority for what 
we were se ~ing • .Ameri can Fin ta i l, Blu e - winged Tea l, Cinnamon Tea l, three 
female Wood Ducks--with th e ir curious whit e eye rin gs-Canvas-back, 
Lesser Scau p , Ruddy Duck , and , of cours e , the ubi quitous Mall a rd, made 
u p the rost er of ducks ~e fin ally sa w. 

The Cack ling, Less er Canada , and Common Canad a Gees e lin ed up to be iden
tifi ed. The gulls wer e equally obli gi ng . One hundr ed thirt y Bonaparte's 
per ch ed on s eve ral upturn ed boats until we could count th em. The Ring 
billed and \Nes t ern Gulls we were also sur e of. In th e absenc e of an 
expert (i:1.-Iiss Hoeck 1 s bo ok didn't ha ve any gull pictur es in it) w8 could 
only thin k we saw t wo oth er spe ci e s. 

Many Coots wer e feedin g on th e l awn , and f or some of us th e si ght of 
their odd , and yet someho w attr activ e gre en lobul a t ed fe et was n ew. It 
made us f ee l mor e lcind.ly d is pos ed to virard th e lo wl y "mud hen. i i 

Aft e r a li e sur ely lunch we went ov e r the ch eck list and wer e surprised 
to find th a t we had s ee n, cou n tin g l and birds in Lake si de Park ns well 
a s th e wat er birds , forty - e ight spe ci es of birds. After l ea vi ng Lak e 
Merritt -..vo did a gr 0at dea l of explorin g of th e bacl{ ro ad s out of Oak
l and , some of it unint entional , befor e we found on e h eaded in our 
direction. ·Ne had a lot of fun and wer e onl y sorry th a t mor e members 
hadn't come alon g to en jo y our trip . 

Gr a ce Brub ake r, Report er 
and co-l ea de r wi th Elsie Hoeck 

SOME BIRD OBSERVATIONS. Sund ay ov enin g , . Fe bruary 11, Neil Dic ki nson 
t el ephoned t ha t he h ad bee n on th e Skylin e Boul eva rd that day , driving 
to San Fr an cisco, when , in his own words, "I look ed dovm from th e last 
point wher e one can s ee down to the sh or e of th e Re s e rvoir, and th e re, 
so h el p me , was our na tion al embleml 11 Nei l s aw th e Bald Eag l e at clos e 
rmig e , a matur e bird, ;;pe rc hed on a bould er a t th e vmt 6r I s edg e , 11 and 
ulso 0 fl ying nea r th e shor e with a danglin g ma ss in its t o..lons. ;' A c o.rd 
from Curt Di etz, da t ed Febru a r y 2, r eo.d : 11Saw n Bo.ld Eag l e ye st e rd ay at 
Cryst nl Sprin gs Lak e . ;r And no w Dr. Sibl ey come s alon g and t e lls about 
s ee in g a Bnl d Eag l e on J nnu ~r y 16, a t south 6nd of Cryst a l Spr ing s Luke . 

Anoth e r r a r e b i rd for our D.ren wns re port ed by Mrs. Adi st Boyl r-m-s ev en 
Cl c.rk I s Nutcr ack0rs nec.r Bonni e Doon in th e Sr.nt r. Cruz Mts,, J anu a r y 14. 
These h a rd y bir ds of th o high e r mountains Rr e dependent up on p in e s ee ds 
for foo d wh en sno w cov ers th e ground . A re p orted con e cro p short age in 
the Si err a Nevada thi s f a ll could b e th e re r.s on for nutcr acke rs wnnder
ing as f a r away a s th o SRnt r. Cruz Mount a ins. 

Nine Evenin g Grosbe aks were se en by Mrs. Anne P et erson, Febru a ry . 18, tn 
a ld e r tr ee s alo ng th e Guadalupe Cr., north of San Jos e . Mr s . Fann y Zwaa l 
who r ep ort ed Ev ening Grosb eaks in l nt e Decemb er, s ays th ey a r e still com
ing daily-t wo or thr ee 2.t a tim e-to h e r f ee d trP.y for sunflo wer s ee ds. 

Sprin g migrant birds a r e alr e ady coming north. An .All en's Hummingbird, 
which p rob ably wi nt er ed in Mexico, was fe eding a t J apa n es e Quinc e flow
ers in a ga rd en nea r Los Go.tos on February 6, along with an Anna's Hum
mingbird which, fortun atel y for us, does not migr a te. Emil y Smith 



TRE 1950 CHRI STMAS BIRD COUNT wns plann ed and succ e ssfully conduct ed by 
Ann e PctE::rson . The following r ep ort was comp il ed by Mrs. Pet erson o.nd 
sent to t h e Ncttional Audubon Socie t y , to appen r in the April issue of 

"Audubon Pi eld Not e s, 11 alon g with Bird Counts from all ove r th e country . 

San Jos e , Cal if. (c ent er of cou nt a r ea NE of cit y , corn er of Capi tol Av. 
and Mabury Rd. ; mQrsh 18%, str er .m t h icl rn t 13%, p asture 15%, foothill 
canyon 22%, suburb s 42%, orch ards 22%, wns t e fi elds 2%). Dec. 31 , 1950; 
8 n . m. to 3:30 p .m. Cl ear ; t emperature 36 to 55 degrees; wind NW, 12 
to 30 mip . h/ Twenty - thr ee ob ser v ers in fiv e p nrti e s . Tot ::1 p o.rty hours 
120 (1 82 on foot , 1012 by ca r) . Total party miles 119 (18 ½ on foot, 
10 9 by car) . Eared Grebe, 400(±50); Great Blue Heron , 3; Am. Egret , 10; 
Canada Goose , l; Mal l a rd, 11; Am. Pintail, 647; Green - win ged Tea l, 2; 
Cinna mon Tea l, 3; Shoveller , 750(±1 00) ; Redhe ad , 2; Canva s - ba ck , 16; Am. 
Golden-e ye , 2 ; Buffle - head , 12; Ruddy Duck , 355(±50); Turkey Vulture , 6; 
White-tailed Ki t e , l; Shar p- shinned Hawk , 5; Coope r's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed 
Hawk, 27; Fe rru gi nou s Hawk, l; Gold en Eagle , 5; r~arsh Hawk, 6 ; Prairie 
Fal con, 2; Sparr ow Hav1k , 35; Calif. Quail , 36; Am. Coot, 1600( ±200); 
Killde er, 125 ; Bl a ck-bellied Plover, 48 ; Wilson' s Snipe, 25; Long-billed 
Curle w, l; Spotted Sand pi pe r, l; Willet, 3335( ±100 0); Gr ea ter Yellow 
le gs , 00 ; Least Sand p iper , 877(±50); Red- ba cked Sand piper , 491( ±25); · 
Dowitcher , 29; '} . Sandp i pe r, 536; Marbl ed Godwit , 13; Am. Avocet , 230 0 
(i 200 ); Gl au c ou s - win ged Gull, 4; Herri ng Gull , 602; Ring -b illed Gull, 
635; Bonaparte ' s Gull, 101; Forster's Tern, l; Mournin g Dove , l; Burrow 
ing Owl, l; 'lfhite -th roated Swift , 12; Anna's Hummingbird, 8; Red- shafted 
Flic ke r, 23; Ac orn Woodp eck er, 20; Yellow -b elli ed Sapsu cke r, 2; Nut 
tall1s ~oodpe cker , l; Bl a ck Pho ebe, 8; Horn ed Lark , i 30 (±l0); Steller ' s 
J ay , 22; Scru b Ja y , 34; Yello w-bill ed Magpie , 9; Am. Cro w, 177(±10); 
Chestnut - backed Chick adee , 34; Plain Titmouse , 13; Bu sh tit, 38; Red
breasted Nuthatc h , 2 ; Wr en-tit, 4; :Jin t er Wr en , 1; Bewick' s Vir en, 5; Can
yon ;:Jr en , 1; Mock ingbird, 34; Calif. Thrasher , 1; A.in. Robin , 105; Varied 
Thrush, 10; Hermi t Thrush., 13; w. Bluebird , 77; Black-t ai l ed Gnatcat ch
er, l; Gol de n-cro wned Ki ngl et, 34; Ruby-cr owned King l 6t , 18; Wat er 
Pipit , 508; Cedar Waxwing , 14; . Logge rh ea d Shr il{e , 13 ; Hutton's Vireo , 7; 
Orange -c ro vmed Warbl er , 3; Myrtle War bl e r, 2 ; Audub on ' s Warbler , 141 ; 
Black - thro a t ed Gray '':arb l er , 1; '11 ownGend ' s 1Marbl or, 1; Hous e Sparrow ., 48; 
w. Meadowl ark , 314(± 50); Red - winge d Bla ckbi rd, 6 ; Bre wer's Bl ack bird, 
750(±30); Pur ple Fi nch, 19 ; Hou se Finch , 206; Pin e Siskin , 20 ; Am. Gold -

finch, 13; Le ss er Goldfinch , 380 ; Spott ed Towhee ., 6; Bro wn Towhee , 35; 
Savannah Sparr ow, 29 ; Lark Sp arr ow, 103 ; Rufous-cro wned Sparrow , 2; Ore. 
Junco , 203; :Nhi t e -c ro vmed Spa rro w, 281; Golden -cr owned S-parro ·:r, 85; F'ox 
Sparro w, 3 ; Song Spa rro w, 33 . 

Total , 105 sp eci e s; about 17 ,1 36 ind ividu a ls. (See n in area on Dec. 29 
and 30: Evening Grosb~ ak , 1) 

Anne Pete rson, Compiler 

Obs ervors on th e 1950 Bird Count: Miss Eva All en, Mrs . Grace Brubaker , 
B. Nei l Di ck inson , Dr . ·s illirun Gr af , Miss J an et Koppel, Mr. c.nd Mrs . 
Georg o Ni els en , Mrs . Es th er Ollis, Mrs . Anne Pet ers on, J ame s Pet e r son , 
Mr. and Mrs . Clyd e Pru sman, Mr. and Mr s . Milton Se ibsrt, Mr s . Mar y Ell en 
Shore , Dr . Charles Sibley , C. Lester Sleep er, Mi ss Emil y Smith, Mr. and 
Mrs . Irvin g Snow, Mr s . Mar ga r et ;;foiss, Alb er t Wool, Mrs. Fnnny Zwa.a.l. 
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