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THZ AUGUST FIELll TRIP will be t aken next 3unday , August 27, in the Palo Alto a rea, 
and ,-rill !·1ave t ,-10 obj e ctives . The pa rty will i;o fir s t to ·che Sea rsville Lake r et5ion 
to see what sunnncr - vis:_i_ting birds have not yet st arted on t heir way south for the 
winter ; and then to various mud fl :1ts and sa lt ponds around th e south end of San Fran 
cisco Day to loo k for :rid.gr atin g shore bi :i.~ds, wh ich have been r eturnin g fro m t ile fa r 
north ev er since t he middle of July . Los o..nd :Jell .Sleeper will be le aders . Hcet nt 
the s. F . St ation in Pal o Alto . BJ i ng lunc h . 

~ '7,j 

The filed tri p of Sunday , April 23, dev elo ped into one of t he mor e ri gorous 
hike s , Ther e were forty - two on vihom blsie Hoe ck pinn ed name t .::i.gs . The t ag s had bee n 
se cured by the le ader , ;[il Luick , £'ro ;:1 t ho San Jose Chnmber of Cor,1mcrcc. 

The dc.y HJ.s bright and clc D.r. En route to the first sto p o..t the Smith Creek 
Ran ge r St .::.tion many birds were s e en .:.i.nd hearcl, l.Jut a listin g of t horn as well n.s of 
those noted by some of the member s in the aft 0rnoon at t ho Smith Cro ok .:.tr c .::i. hnvc been 
omitted from this report . 

The Helv:Ln. Johnson ranch "lras re c.chod via the Kinc aid Eoad , off the i:Iount Hamilton 
Road , Eleanor and Helvin Johnson ha ve no r.:mch buildin gs in use on the pro perty , D.nd 
t here are no stock being pe.sh ,red . One would describe t lle terri t ory a s a natur a l wild
life refu ge , 

Our destin at i on was the crest overlookin g Arro yo Hondo . I·Jeo.r the top wus a 
ba sin where t he mel t ed snow col l ec t s and forms a mini o.ture l u.ke . i~s we ma.de our v:ay 
upw.:i.rd we were tre ated to one of t he fi ne st wil dflo wer shows of t he sea son . P.2.rtic u 
larly out standin g were t he Gol d Fi eld s , The Shooting St ,'.'.rs were lon g- ste mmed and rich 
in color . Bird ' s eye Gilia , 1-Iul c ls Ears , Hound ' s Tongue , 1-1:ls sion Bells , and F.:.lse 
Lupine we re obs erved . 

i\. number of persons c.:i.rricd Coult er or Di gge r Pin o cones Lw,..'.y with them . Sev cr nl 
have commented upon the exc el le nt opport un ity [l.ffor de d t o st udy th e t wo pine s pecies • 

• :i.ftcr most of the part y r or,.chc d the crest .:i.ncl h,?.d r est ed, El eJ.nor Johnson l ed 
some of the grou p b,~ck to th e co.rs th e wo:y we had como , while i:c lvin Jo hns on too k 
anothe r grou p bo.ck by ;:,mot he r route . ~•Te .:::.re 1:1ost in dopt od to the Jo hns ons for t he ir 
gr a ciou s hosp i t ~: ity , 

Dir ds se en : 'l'urlccy Vul tur e -3; Shc..r p- shilm ed HD.wk - 1 ; Cooper ' s HD.wk - 1; Red
ta il ed Hawk - 2; Cnliforn ie. QuJ.il - 5; i:-fov..rnin g Dove -3; Rufous Ilummin e;b ir d - 1; Red 
s hafte d Flick er - 1; C:ili f or n in i•iood pc cker -3; Ash-thro D.ted Flyc :itc her -4; i3l nck 
Ph oebe -3 , sc7e r c,l nest s , ono of whic h hnd t-..-ro egg s; Olive - si ded Flyc atc he r -1; 
7 iol ct - green Sw,.,llow - 5; St oll er ' s J o.y - 6; Cnliforni a J ~.y - 6, one nest wi t h one 
C:I,g , one nc:st wit h t wo egg s; Ci1ostn ut - bnckcd Chicl w.dee -4; PJ.cin Tit mous e - 10 ; Bush 
t it -4; t/h ite - bre a st ed Nuth atc h - 1; Wre n- tit -3; Bmvickl s -.rr en - 2 ; Hutton ! s Vireo -
2; Ca ssin l s Vir e o -4; :·farb l in g Vir e o -4; Ora.ngc- crm ·med tfa r .:ile1 , - 8 ; ;,udubon t s 
·112..rb lc r - 1; Bl a ck - t hro at ed Gr ay t'l,:,..r bl er - 2 ; Ye llow - thro at - 1; Bl ack - hc.:i.dod Grosb eak 
-3; Pur ple Finc h - l ; Spot te d Tow:...,_co - 2; Bro '!--m To,.rhco - 3; Oreg ori J t;nco - 3; Golde n 
cro 1•med Spr:i.rrow -1, sin e in g . 

Pe r hap s it should be r ep orted t ho.t sev er a l Lazuli BUJ.'1tin gs were observ Gd 2.long 
th e r oad on t he way to th o Smith Cr eek R.J.ngcr ,St ation , 

1;,Jil bur l: . Luick . 



AUDUBON FIELD TRIP Jul y 8 , 1950 

Thi s t r ip was a rather wid e ranging one embracing the area from Steven ' s Creek 
to the mouth of t he ·daddell Creek on the Pacific Coast some 19 miles north of Santa 
Cruz . Stands to look , listen , and count wore made in the two brid ges area be l ow 
Steven ' s Da.11, on Steven ' s Dam, at St even ' s Cr eek Resort , the Boylan home at Ht . Hermon, 
Santa Cruz Big Tre e s , the rock islet off We st Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz , ,3. point on 
West Cliff Drive ne .:·.r San Jo se .Str eu t , t he bench <1.t Haddell Creek , and the mansion of 
Hr . Hoover on Rancho dol Gso . 

Agnes Fr usman brou ght lar e;e red plc.c ,."'..rd s with the Audub on nc..me in white le tt ers 
prepared b:r herself and Ann Pet er s on , and Clyde remembered the Scotch t ape so our 
carav an set out with ap pr opri at e l ab els pos ted in the r ea r windows . 

Due t o the l ateness of the se::i.son birds in the wooded ::i.re.:i. of the t wo bridges 
be lo w Stc:ven t s Drun were quiet and furtiv e but Bea.trice Ni els en w::is persistent in 
ferreting us out a nic e list nt t l,is st ~md . 

Steven rs Dam w.:ts ver y product i vc , y ie lding ValLx S'wift s , mnny Asi1- throat ed Fly 
cntchc r s , a gnatcatchcr , myriads of youn g quail who set the air o..quivcr with nlnrm 
notes along th e spilh r.'.:!.y , and many other birds . 

The Tyrnnnid ::i.e were pr ominent t hrou .gh- out t he day . The :fe st ern Flyc atc he r se emed 
to be cJ.llin g everywhere and fhre sp e cies of the f amily were coun te d . 

!'!!' • and Hr s . BoylJ.n rec e ived our group very grc..ciously and , as usu o.l , ho.d a 
number of interesting thin gs for us to s ee at their Ht . llormon home. 

Lunch stop was at t he Sant a Cruz Big Trees Pnrk . For the ben efit of some St an
fo r d students uho had not visit ed the gr ove we macl.e the prepared circuit of the r ed
woods . Jo Oderkirk noted o. tiny wren creeping on tho ground as 1-re stood on n cluvcrt 
lookin g off th ro ugh the trees . There were o..ctually a po.ir of winter wrens coll ect i ng 
food for a nest of young secreted in a deep rec es s in n lo g by t he t r a il reached by 
an unobtrusive opca in g nec.r the circ i..unfcrence of the butt . Uc witnessed c. few tr ips 
of t he pa rents to the ne st and pe aked once quietly into the hol e , but l eft s oon ns we 
did not wish to c.:111 attcntj_on of the holid ny crov.rd. on t he po.th to our discov ery . 

Opposite the islet off i·Jcst Cliff Driv e in Sant a Cruz , .-.rhe re the cor mor ants 
always congre ga te , the Wclvcs ho.ve bit dcr::p into the vertic al cliffs to form a tiny 
be ach of whitG sa.1d clutte re d with debris from the fallin g walls . Herc we paused to 
st udy th e birds on the islet . At once so.no one discov ered a Brol'm Pelico.n a.We.sh in the 
surf , tr y in g fee bly to creep furth er up ont o the be .:i.ch ca.ch tim e the ebb dropped it 
onto the sand . Then a Ca liforni a Hurre came swirnn in g in from t he deep wnter heading 
dir ectly to the bit of beach . Its s hort flip per - liicc win gs bed t he ai r occasio nal ly 
and often it dived seemin gly under pe r fe ct control. Once on the boo.ch i t quickly 
cliJ nbcd up to .::t sheltered spot ,:.1.mong the boulder s . From the cliff ab ove we could see 
no oil on the lfurr o I s fc c..t h~rs . Per haps it h.-:i..d only te mpor aril y lost power of fli ght 
becau se of moultin g . 

T·wo of t he Stan i:'ord 1 ".ds Herc ~·.bl c t o wor k p:::.r t of the HO.y d orn1 -co the bc::ich, 
but stopped duo to our ur r;in g , at the exposed stretc h of shelf over which roll ers from 
the Pc;cific cr ashe d at fr equent int erv a ls . Some one found a bit of rope in their c.:i.r, 
but it broke under a sin gle tug , obvi ously poor equ ipment f or cliff sc alin g . So we 
drove 0..1;1:..iy hoping that t he slmshine .J.nd rest would mend the I-1urr c . Tho pc licJ.n , a l 
r Gc..dy in ert , w.::i.s floa tin g O.\·ray from the bea ch dr a1·m by n bit of unde rtow . 

Further alon g on Host Cl:i.ff Drive He p.:t.rkcd nr,.1ong fish nets sprc .:i.d out nlong t he 
ro ad f"or lilcndin 6 c2nd then moved to w!:.Jrc we could observe nest in g Pigeon Gillem ots 
fl ash :i.ng to and fr om t heir l cdBCS nnd burrm ·,s under the edge of the cliff bordering 

- 2-



our pa r king are.:i.. Just under our feet .::1 si-ro.m of Cliff .:ind Bo..nk Swall ows swooped in 
and out of their nests in a s.:i.ndy bank . 

The stop at the mouth of Scott ' s Creek on Calif . 1 was really just a suffi cient 
slackenin g of the sp ee d of the car a vo.n so t hat everyone could note the five or six 
bro ods of Coot II chick" swimr.ri.ng on the l agoon . 

I-Ir . Hoove r and Robert 1-IcLcan, h is gr ;_indson , were awaiting us nco.r the ga te to 
the Ran cho del Oso , Hobert , who is a Junior ,\udubon member , had prepared a list of 
nests and birds for us to see ~nd inunedi ate ly led us on a trek down t o the oce an beach 
to inspect the ne st of a thrush, to searc h fruitlessly for the nest of a Snowy Plover 
on the white s and , and to find tlu·ee eggs of a Killdee r on a bar of fin e gravel. 

Pi ne Siskins were feedin g on the t histles gr owing along the ro ad to tho Hoov er 
mansion , At the raansion Robert and ifrs . McLean showed us the mud- pl as tered nest of a 
Bar n Swc.ll ow on the wall of th e front porch- anchored up close to the ceiling , Then we 
watched an.otter McLean boy ch oppine the paws off <'. bc..dger ,-,hich had boo n killed by a 
ca r on the highw 2.y, These wer e to be used to 11ake plaster casts of bad ge r tr.:-.cks , 

Lur;lliling birds , both i\nna I s and :\llcn t s , were buzzing around the flow er beds of 
the front 1mm lik e insects . 

Ranc ho del Oso has bee n pro iJosod as a wildlife an d nature refu ge to the National 
Audubon Soci ety , It certainly seer.is to be an ideal area for tho purpose , Some t hree 
thousand a cres lying along the va lley of ·,r.:.ddell Creek are included in El Rancho . A 
good portion of th e headw2.te rs of the valley lie in the prot e cted o.re .:i. of Bi [;; Basi n . 
Both above and below the fork of ~foddoll Cr eek tho flo or and elope of tho va lley a rc 
th ickly· timbered with rod· ~roods , Douglas f ir .::-.nd c1.ssoci o.te d growt h , Sel e ctiv e lo i:ging 
of mat ure tim be r is proceedin g in this zone in conformity with tho best cons erv ation 
thinking . The bro ad low er va lley is bounded by r athe r nrid - o.ppe:,rin g slop es sparsely 
covered with trees . It is n zone of grain fields , of thick ets , of cro ck s , and l o.goons , 
Fro m Rancho del Oso, Wnddcll Creek flows t hin ly over cl ec.n so.nd t o the oc ea n , The 
vnlley has everything for a nature r ese rv e . Probably t he gr iz zl ies , one of whom 
caused t he do~.th of \·Jnddell a.s he w:J.s cutting tinbor in t he l86 o r s, ,:1,rc the only 
pri initiv o fe o.tur os now V[:.nio hed from the re gion , 

We were pl cnse d to have Dr , ;ro.ltc r C, I3rm-in an d ~,is cl "..:Js in ornitholo gy fro m 
St D.nford ·as gue sts . 

ITary lfoCorraick mo.de he r first field trip ns 2. r.1cr.1.ber of our Society . During 
t he lunch period she drove b.-:iclc to s· mt -:i. Clnr 2., 918 Sun set D:dvc , for llr , .:i.nd Hrs , 
Geor ge R. Dottini , 

The peo pl e : 

Robe rt a J r ieht 
: li..:.ry HcC orr.iiclc 
Bill and Jo Odorkfr.' 
Be:::.. Hielsen 
Juliette Jones 
Slyde .:.nd .\gnes Prusn c.n 
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Darr e l Pierce 
Chc:..s, Stephens , Jr , 
Robert H. l1einh2.rt 
Robert C, .'~llen 
i;;r , nnd iirs , George R. Bott ini 
Ol et a and 1foil Dickenson 



Tho birds obse rv ed: 

Fc.rall on Cormor ant 
Br andt' s Cormorant 
Baird" s Cormor ant 
Surf Scoter 
Turkey Vulture 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Ho.,·1k 
Mar sh Hm·,k 
Calif . ~uail 
Virginia Rail 
Coot 
Snowy Plov er 
Killdeer 
Western 3nndpipcr 
Western Gull 
Calif. Gull 
Heermannrs Gull 
Mourning Dove 
Vo.ux1 s Swift 
:\nnn • s Humningbird 
,\l le n ' s Hurrnningbird 
Belted Kin gfisher 
Red-s hafted Flic ker 
Calif. i-Joodpeckor 
Downy Woodpecke r 

Hutt allf s tioodpccker 
;,sh -t hro at ed Flyc 2.tc hor 
BL:..c!c Phcobe 
West ern Flyc o.tc her 
West 0rn ;Jood Pewee 
Oliv e- sided Flyc .:i.t chcr 
Viol et - gr een Swal low 
B.J.nk sw~ll ow 
Bo.rn Si·J'.:i.llo w 
Cliff Sw2.llow· 
Steller ' s Jo.,y 
Calif. Jo.y 
Chestnut -backed Chickndce 
Bush-tit 
Sle nder-bill ed Nut hat ch 
Red-breasted Nutllo.t ch 
Pygmy Nuth dch 
Wren -tit 
Bro\'m Cre epe r 
Hinter \'Jrcn 
Calif. Tr1rnsher 
Robin 
Russet-b acked Thrush 
\lcs t crn Bluebird 
Western Gnntc o.tcher 

C.:i.ssin•s Vireo 
Warb l in g Vireo 
Yellow 'ifaroler 
Yellow - thro at 
Pil eol .'.lt ed Warbler 
West ern i110adowlark 
:2.cd-win g 
Bullock's Oriol e 
Bre wer's Bl ackbird 
Bl o.ck-he c1ded Grosb eak 
Lazul i Bunting 
c~lif. Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Pin o Siskin 
Uillow Goldfinch 
Gr een -b acked Goldfinch 
Spott ed Towhee 
Brown Tohwee 
Oregon Junco 
vhitc -cro vmed Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Calif . Hurre 
Pi geon GuilL :;mot 
Brown Pelic an 
Pi ed-billed Gr ebe 
Hermit Thrush 

Ol et a and Nei l Dickinson 

i,lbe rt J . i,Fool, President - Rt . 3, Box 271 - A S,J,n Jos e 
Evu. n. ,Ulen, Corr . Sec . - 1+06 Bell a Vist a. Ave ., Los Gatos 


