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THE ,i.UDUBON PRINTS 

Many rUnericans have seen, in some library or museum, one or more of the magnifi
cent prints made from the original plates of John James 1-1.udubont s "Birds of America. 11 

But these aq_uatints are no common matter . Audubon's son estim ated that no more than 
175 sets of them were made. These should not be confused with reproductions of the 
prints which are avail ~ble in books and sets at popular prices. 

ill but ten of the original 435 plates were the work of Robert Havell Jr . , ant 
Englishman , who for elev en ye ars devoted his great talents to the Audubon project . 
To get his fine effects Havell combined etching, dry point, aq_uatint, and lin e engrav
ing; and , moreover, he supervised the coloring of the prints by hand . 

The 435 ;i.udubon plates showed 489 species of American birds and contained 1065 
figures. The handsome paper on which they were impressed was handmade, dated, and 
measured 38x25½ inches . For a few of the larger birds, such as Plate 1, The Wild 
Turkey, six square feet of copper were required . Havell pulled his last Audubon proof 
in June 1838 . 

THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING will be held Monday evening, June 121 in Alum Rock Park . 
Members who can come to the Park in the afternoon, will enjoy an hour of birding, 
followed by a picnic supper. Meet at the Lodge at four o'clock for the birding. 
Supper will be at 5:30 at picnic t ables near the Lodge, each one bringing his ewn 
supp Gr . There are grills for those who want to cook, and Mrs. C. Prusman will serve 
hot coffee and sugar and cream, - -bring your own cup and spoon. At the evening meeting, 
at 7:30 in the Lodge, there will be reports of bird observations . Dr. C. Sibley will 
talk on "Territorial Behavior in Birdlife 11• 

FIELD TRIP TO L,d(E COUNTY, Jun e 17 and 18, Anne Peterson, le ader . The main meeting 
plac e will be at 5th and San Carlos Str ee ts, S-3.n Jose at 7: 30 a .m. , Saturday June 17th. 
The rout e is as f ollows : - Highway 9, joining 21 at Mission San Jos e , thence through 
canyon to Dublin, Walnut Cree k and M·trtinez, t aking ferry to Benici a . Follow highway 
40, and t ake underpass to Napa . Members coming another route will be met at 11:00 a .m. 
at the Napa ,drport. From N:1pa t ake highway to Middleton. Peterson's place is re ached 
by turning left about one mil e before r e.J.ching Middl eton at a 3 A (AAA) sign saying 
"Pet erson's Resort". Follow UP th e cree k , cross a bridge and keep to the main ro ad. 
Bring lunch, sleeping roll and cot--if possible, (there are some beds available) camp 
dishes and swim suit . Saturd ay dinner and Sunday bre akf ast will be comiss <lry style. 
On Sunday morning there will be "the makin gs" for ea ch person to pack his own lunch 
for birding at Cle ~r Lake where it is expected Grebe with young will be seen . It will 
t ~ke about five hours to return, and cars may depart at any time. On Sunday morning 
there may be any early bre akf ast, and a l ater one for those who prefer to bird close 
by. 

Reserv ations should be in th e hands of nnne Pet erson by Wednesd ay, June 14, Comm. 
Solv. Corpo, J-1.gnew, CJ.liforni a , Phone Cypress 3··1077.. ,;.nyone having transport ation 
to offer please give th at inform ation at tha Alum Rock meeting, June 12. 



-2-

FIELD TRIP, SUND.lY, JUNE 25, will be t aken to the egret heronry on Guadalup e Creek, 
near Mont ague Road, Agnew; and in the aft ernoon, to Alviso to look for birds which 
summer in the salt marshes. The meeting pl ace will be the S.P. St ation at Agnew, 
Sant a Clara- Alviso Road at 7 A.M. Those who wish to come l ater, will find the party 
near the eucalyptus grove on Guadalupe Creek, where the heronry is, at 9 o'clock. 
From the Sant a Clar a-Alviso Road, turn ea st into th e second drivew ay south of Mont a
gue Road. An ;mdubon si gn will be post ed at th e entr ance to t he drivew ay. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim Peterson will be the le aders. 

Bring lunch. Mrs. Anne Pet erson has invit ed us to picnic at her home, on the grounds 
of the Commercial Solv ents Corporation grounds, near ,~gnew. 

THE SCHOLa.RSHIP COMMITTEE wish to announce th at they r eceiv ed six written and four 
or al applic ati ons f or the sc hol arships offered by our Audubon Society. ~ft er careful 
consider ati on it was decid ed to send Mrs. Esth er Ollis, Lexington School, Alma, and 
Mr. Elwood G~ Mitch ell, Supervisor of Fhysic al Education, Sant a Clar a County Schools. 

Sant a Clar a Vall ey udubon Society, Br anch of Nation al Audubon Society Monthly meet

ings second Monday, altern ately in San Jos e and Palo alto. 

1-tl Wool, Preside nt - Rt. 3, Box 271A, San Jos e , C:i.liforni a 

Miss Eva A.llen, Corr. Secr c:t ary - 406 Bell a Vist a Ave., Los Gatos, California 


