
SANTA CLARA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY 
I -

MARCH, 1950 
t 

THE SECOND FIELD TRIP SCHEDULED FOR MARCH will be taken next Sunday, 
March 26, to the New Almaden country, with Bill and Jo OUderkirk as 
leaders. Through the courtesy of Mr. c. L. Carson, the OUderkirks 
have obtained permission for the Society to go onto private property 
on Mine Hill, where the New Almaden Mine was operated (and still is 
when the price of quicksilver warrants it). The wild flowers which 
in early April carpet many of th e slopes of this hilly country, are 
already beginning to blossom. And along the roads leading to New 
Almaden, the prune orchards will be in full blossom next Sunday. 

The meeting place for the trip will be the Almaden School, which is 
not in New Almaden but on the Almaden Road at Downer Ave., not quite 
half way bet ween San Jose and New Almaden. Meet at 8:30 a.m., and 
bring along a lunch. San Jose members who can offer transportation 
meet at the corner of E. S~n Carlos and Fifth Stre ets at 8; and Falo 
Alto members at the Palo Altos. P. Station at 7:30. For further 
inform ation phone the OUderkirks, Los Gatos 624- W. 

A TRIP TO THE PINNACLES'? Neil o.nd Oletn Dickinson have agreed to 
lead a weE;k-end comping trip to the Pinnacles Nat i -onal Monument, 
April 15 ~nd 16, if th er e are enough members who would like to go. 
Let th e Dickinsons knov1 before the end of March, if you are interest­
ed. 554 Oak Park Way, Redwood City; t e l eph one EMerson 6-7661. 

SEASONAL BIRD OBSERVATIONS. The report in our l a st Seasonal Observa­
tions, of a California jay gathering bits of fine grnss to line its 
nest, brou ght an interesting observation from Charles Zwnal, of a 
Cnlifornio. jay snnpping off t wigs from an elm tree to use in the con­
struction of its nest, March 3, in San Jose. 

Al Wool had an extrnordinary experience with a meadowlark's nest. 
March 7, while working in a field with a roller, he s aw a meadowlark 
flush from grass close to one side of his tractor, and he knew the 
heavy roller would pass over the nest. But when he walked back and 
exrunined the mushed nest, he found three of the five eggs unbroken, 
bec ause of the slight depression in the ground in which the nest had 
b ee n built. Carefully he shaped up the dome of the nest, according 
to meadowlark specifications, and put a fresh lining into the cup. 
With the three unbrok en eggs bac1~ in the nest, he straight ened up the 
grass which had been growing around the nest, and hoped for the best. 
A week later he found the meado wlark incubating her eggs, as if noth­
ing had happened! Al also r ep ort ed another early nesting, but with 
no story attached: a shrike incub ating five eggs on March 5. 

Spring migro.nts, which will nest her e or f arther north, are arriving 
every day. The song of the or ange -crowned WQrbler, first noticed 
February 28, is now conspicuous in every suit nbl e plQce. I heard my 
first wnrbling vireo, t wo of them, March 18; but Gladys Record ho.d 
heard them the day before, nnd Charles Zwn~l hnd reported one singing 
in San Jose Mnrch 17. Miss Record nlso report ed western flycatcher 
March 17 nnd 19; o.nd th er e was one in my ne ighborhood on th e 19th. 
On the field trip Sunday we should add pileol ated warbler to the list 
of spring arrivals; and perhaps house wren and Bullock's oriole. E.S. 



DAZE WITH END 

Periods of timelessness and spacelessness come rarely to us, 
I suppose, in the pragmatic world. But , when they do, they are quite 
uncommon experiences, full of meaning, and worthy to be contemplated. 

One of those spaceless, timeless occasions came to t wenty-one 
members of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society on a week -end trip 
tn the Tomales Bay area in mid -Fe bruary .. Several cars had arrived 
at the Inn around noon. e.nd bv t wo o'clock all were accounted for 
and ready for the drive along ~the eastern shore of the bay. 
The weather was perfect for birding, a little wind but the air was 
very clear and not a cloud in the sky. Focal and vocal points of 
interest were the gr ebes o.nd loons. The highlight of the afternoon 
was a large flock of bl uck brant . 

Around six we returned to the Inn and were served a delicious 
chick en dinner . Miss Hort ense Berry was the musician for the even ­
ing, nnd accompanied th e stout - hearted through "Old Black Joe," 
"Song of Indi a , 11 and "The · 0ld Folks. 11 The shy and genteel cho.tted 
pleasantly o.round the huge firepl nce---and the fish e rman---well he 
rolled his fish eggs . And so to bed. 

The early Sund ny sky was fill ed with the rising sun, the farm­
houses in the growing light, expnns iv e , comfort ab l e , with meadows 
and dark pine woods spr eo.ding a pn.ttern o.round the community. 
To the north str e tched the bay , its b~nk mnrked with subtle grndn ­
tions of tones, and the little village, wuking and turning to the 
light at the srune time. 

We came downstairs, the smell of breakfo.st filling th€ remotest 
corners of the corridors. The l a st morsels of snuso.ge and pancakes 
became memori es . Under the blue sk y , 1:.nd buoyant with nudible 
expectancy , we sped tow nrds our gonl--Tom e.les Point . 

Arrived, we looked down on the ocean, and soon the l o.nd diso.p­
peared like some clou d-b ewitched troll mRiden and th e only thing 
which existed was tho endless, f a thoml e ss sen . It did not appear 
in the least sinister or identifinble in any commonpl ace way . 
It was imp erson ally there, nnd we nodded ag ree ably and reg a rded each 
other with mutual r es pe ct nnd plea.sure . For two miles we walked 
over o. smo.11 contin ent, a ll pert of one gigo.ntic whole of lo.nd, 
wnter , win d, and sky. How gentle must cr ea tion be, how mild and 
strong o.nd h armless, nnd v1hc..t promise there is v1hen the senses yield 
even this much to illi mit o.bilityl 

So ended t wo be autiful days. Harlequins were bronzed memories 
against n tempestuous sea, o.nd I wns glud; for, although I want o.11 
things conjoined, without time or sp ace, I lik e a lso to think thnt 
the y re main th emselv e s, worth s eek ing out, .worth enjoying for their 
own special reason, worth cherishing ns a rich part of all cr ea tion. 

Ninety species of birds were noted as follows: 

Common loon 
Red-throat ed loon 
Holboll 's grebe 

Horned grebe 
En.red grebe 
West e rn grebe 

Pied-billed grebe 
Whit e pelican 
Brown pelic £1.n 



Far o.llon cormorant 
Br andt's co~ nor o.nt 
Baird's cormor ant 
Gren t blu e h 8ron 
.Americ J.n eg r et 
Snowy eg r e t 
Bl ack brunt 
Mall ard 
Pint n.il 
Canv ns-b o.ck 
Scaup duck 
American gold en- eye 
Buff l e -h e ad 
Harl equin duck 
Whit e - wi nge d scot c r 
Surf scot e r 
Ruddy duc k 
Red-br ea s ted mer gans er 
Tur key vultur e 
Sharp-shinn ed hawk 
Red-tail ed h awk 
Marsh hawk 
Duck h awk 
Sparro w h awl{ 
Calif. clapp er rail 

(c a ll not e h e ard) 
Coot 
Bl ack oyst er-c atcher 

Killd ee r 
Bl ack turn s ton e 
Wil s on's snip e 
Le ~1s t s andpip er 
Wes t ern s andpipe r 
Glnucous- v'ii nged gull 
Wes te rn gull 
Herri ng gu ll 
Ca lifor n i a. gull 
Ri ng -bill &d gu ll 
Shor t-b i lled gull 
Bonapart e ' s gull 
Fi ge on guill emot 
All en I s hum.:--rrin gbird 
Belt ed ki ngfish er 
Red- sh aft ed flick er 
Hai ry woodp ecke r 
Downy wood pe cke r 
Nuttall' s wood pe cker 
Bl ack ph oebe 
Say's pho ebe 
Horn ed lar k 
Tr ee swallo w 
St e ll 6r 1 s jay 
California jay 
Rav en 
Crow 

Che s tnut-b c,ck ed chickn.d eie 
Pl c.in titmouse 
Wr en-tit 
Bewick' s wren 
Robin 
He r rd t thru sh 
West e rn blu ebird 
Rub y-cro wned k ingl et 
Americ o.n pipit 
Califor n i n shrike 
Hutton's vir eo 
Audubon I s warbl er 
English sp arro w 
West ern meado wlark 
Redwin g blac kbird 
Br ewer's blackbird 
California purple finch 
Hous e finch 
Pin e s is k in 
Gree n-bac ke d goldfinch 
Spott ed to wh ee 
Brown to whee 
Oreg on junco 
White-cro wned sparrow 
Gold en-cro wned sp arrow 
Fox sp arro w 
Song sparro w 

B. Wise Nielsen 
Le ader and histori an 
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