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THE DECEWiBER FIELD TRIF wi ll be a Christmas Bird Count. A bird count 
at Christmas time is traditional with many Audubon Societies and other 
groups of bird watchers., It was fifty years ago that Dr. Frank Chap­
man, founder and eci tor of Bird· -Lore (now Audubon 11agazine), inaugu­
rated the annual rrchristmas Eird Census," and published the re ports 
sent in by the partici pantse The UuS. P ish and Wildlife Service is 
now collaboratin g with the National Audubon Society in editing and sum­
marizing the re p orts c Aside fro m th ei r scientific value, bird counts 
are lots of fun-a sort of gs.me to s ee how many different species of 
birds and how many individu als of each species can be recorded in one 
day in a given area . Choosing an· ar0a which includes as many t ypes of 
bird h abitats as rossible ., is par t of the grun.eo According to the rules 
of the count, prescribed by th e National Audubon Society, "the area 
must f all within a circle fifteen miles in diameter ," and th e day for 
countin g birds in thnt araa must come bet ween Christmas and Wew Year's . 

The December field trip, our nin e teenth Christmas Bird Count, will be 
taken th e Monday after Christmas, December 26 , in an area wr..ich vlill 
include th e Alum Roc1<: Par k region , th e salt marshes in th o vicinity of 
Alviso, th e foothills <:::ast of Mil pitas, and th e Ever gree ndi s trict. 
The mee tin g plac e will be in San Jos 0 , at th e corn er of E. San Carlos 
a.nd Fifth Stre ets, at 8 a.m. Jim Pet e rson, who vfill conduct th e count, 
will explain the rul es of th e count at th e meE::ting place and will out­
linE; th e procedure to be follo wed . He urges all members to parti ci pa te 
in th e count. Bring lunch. j ·im P6t erson I s ph one is AXminst 1;;r 6-0751. 
After th e bird count trip, Sal ly and RHl ph Smith have invited the par ­
tici p ants to come to th e ir home , !284 Randol Ay&., a t 4 : 30 o'c l ock, to 
sumrnarlz e thE; count. 1'1.embers 'aho are trn:abr e to a tt end t he field trip 
are invit ed to join the party for the sum.~a ry. 

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY: 

J nn . 9 , 

J an .1 2 , 

Jan.14 , 

Jan.1 5 , 

Jan . 28 , 

Feb . 9 , 

Feb .11, 

Feb .13, 

~ond ay , mee ting in Palo Alto 

Thursday , Scr ee n Tour in San ~rose, matinee and evening, 
"Sounds of the Sag el r-md, 11 Alice and Harold Allen 

Saturday , Screen Tour in Palo Alto , ma tinee, "Fun with Birds.," 
Laura Reynolds ( Sponsored b;r Palo Alto Garden Club.) 

Sunday , field tri p to iV~t . Hermon and to the 11Butterfly Trees" 
in Santa Cruz, Kr. and Mrs. Charles Zwaal 

Saturday , field tri p to Golden Gate Park , in San Fran ci sco , 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin g Snow 

Thursda y , Screen Tour in San Jose, matinee and ev ening , 
"Paul Bunyon Country," Walter J. Breckenridge 

Saturday, Scr een Tour in Palo Alto , matinee , llPaul Bunyon 
Country,,., Walter J. Breckenridge (Palo Alto Gard en Club) 

Uonday, meeting in San Jose 

Feb .1 8 and 19, week - end field tri ~ to Tom&les Bay and Point Reyes , 
Nr . and ~rs. George Nie lsen 



November Fi e~q_J:'rip: - On Sunday, November the 27th, about 22 members gath ered at the 
San Jose Coll ege 11meetin 1 ground" for d trip to the Grant Ranch in Long Valley _. and the 
Smith Creek Ranger St ation. Both are loc i:l.ted east of San Jose in the Mt. Hamilton 

~Mounta in are a . This trip was more or less an experiment in-so-f ar as our Soci ety had 
never t aken it before. 

Fob hung low over San Jose, but as we b egan the ascent into the foothills this 
gave way~to clouds and sunshine in a brilli qnt sk-y. 

The first st op wa s made approxink~t ely thr ee mil e s up the mountain, where the 
thrill f or this spot w3.s th e unan'ounced "explosion" of some 100 crows from a prominent 
out-cropping above th e r oad. Through cloud-drift th e sl oping hills formed pretty 
patt erns of light and shadow lik e an advancing ti ©de , shaping and r eshaping, shatter ed 
and un~uiet, in a fr eshenin g wind, spr 8ading below our f eet a panorama of wild beauty. 
We head th e calls of th e pipit and horn ed l ark; wr en-tit and golden-crown ed. From the 
br ow of th e hill the killy- killy call of a pair of sparrow hawks. 

Furth er along th e rout e a lon e valley quail scurried across th e highway, white­
cr owns sought shelt er in r oadside br anbles, and t elephon e lines were festoon ed with 
r ows of hous e i..Lnd gr 1;;en--backed goldfinches ••• There were f ew meadow l arks; but those 
we s ·iw were in bea utiful plumage and some in fine song. Near the entrance to Long 
Valley we caught si ght of fift een band-tail ed pige ons. This species was seen again 
over Smith Creek Range r St ation. 

Mr. McNeil was our unoffici al host in Long Vall ey as the l ake we visited in that 
area li es on his prop erty. He very gr aciously let us in and told us to st ay as long 
a s we wished ••• which we did in spite of a sharp wind. This ~re a is unusually interest­
ing in view of the f act th at th e l ake invites shore and water birds; the brushy and 
oak-covered hillsid es are hosts to j ays, crows, flick ers, magpi es, and the like; the 
reedy borders of the l ake invite marsh wrens, savannah sparrows, herons; the high-roll­
ing hills, with th e ir const ant air currents, are attr activ e to the soaring birds: 
gold en eagl e , red-t a il ~nd other r aptores. 

Red-winged and Brewer bl ackbirds flew from th e plowed ground in clouds. Usually, 
each speci es st ayed well to th emselves, but on one occasion they mingled together in a 
great bl ast displ dying ~ strikingly bea utiful contr ast of brilli ant r ed aga inst shiny, 
irradi ant bl ack, int ermin gl ed among this contr <:1.st were th e heavy forms of the crows. 
Magpies, approxi..~at ely 50, stayed close to group of tr ee s th at bord er ed th e western 
shore of th e l ake . 

The majority of birds on th e l ake were coots. Sprinkled among them were pintails, 
sc aup, canvas-b ack, red-he ad, mall ards ., and one Canada goose. The aerial thrill at this 
stop was the presence of 4 gold en e:1.gles and a pair of red-t ailed hawks. As usual the 
red-t a il had t o make a coupl e of diving sorties at an eagle who paid not the slightest 
attention t o such insignific ant har as9ing. 

It wa s around noon when we reluct antly pulled ours elves away from this delightful 
valley and dr ove on t o the Smith Cree k Range r Station. It is well named as it is a 
l ong vall ey surr ounded by rolling mounta ins. A curving ro ad, bordered by t ,111 popl ars 
and a rustic, m,..,ss-c 1vered f ence , cr osses its floor. 

_ Arriving at Smith Creek we got down to the busin e ss at hand, eating, and this 
pleoi an , but necess ary duty over we st arted snooping and our nosyness paid good divid­
eqds. The hi gh spots in this are a was the presence of the balck-thro ated grey and 
Townsend warbl er and a house wren who sat so quietly on a_low, stumpy br anch we could 
pr actic ally touch him. Other int er esting observ ati ons as the st alking habit of the 
sharp-ihinned hawk and the bull et like asc ent of a golde~ eag l e . Along the creek in 
alders and oak the little voic es of the cr eepe r, sl ender-bill ed nuth atch, chick adee 
and golden-crowned kinglet mingl ed with the more staccato and grating calls of the 
Hutton vireo, and ruby-crowned kinglet. A flock of band-tailed pigeons and ced ar wax­
ings flew over head, while from the hillside the peter-peter calls of the titmouse, 
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and 7,he pl a intiv e not es of th e w8st ern blu ebird contr asted with the clap-cl ap of the 
• ~lick er, yucc i:l-•yucc a of the Calif ornia woodpecker, and the r c'.iucous call of a St ellar I s 
j ay. 

Day was beginning to f all as we gather ed around the picnic t abl es to vote the day 
a success and to count our list ,, which is as foll cws: -

Eared ~r ebe 
Pi ed 11 

Great Blue Heron 
American egret 
Canada Goose (subsq~ ?) 
Mall ::i.rd 
Bu.ldp at e 
Cadwall 
Americ an pint a il 
Rin g-necked 
Canvas-b ack 
Scaup 
Ruddy duck 
Turk ey vulture 
Sharp-shinn ed h~wk 
Red-t ::;.iled 
Gold en eagl e 
Sparrow hawk 
Ca.l. quail 
Coot 
Kild eer 
~est ern blu ebird 
Ruby-cr o\-med kinglet 
C eddr waxwing 
Hutton's vireo 
Bla ck-thro ated gr ay warbl er 
West ern meadowlark 
Breweris bl ackbird 
House finch 
Green-b acked 
Brown towhee 
Lark sparrow 
·dhit e-cr. sp ':l.rrow 
Song sparrow 

71 species 

20 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
2 

20 
15 
12 

100 
1 
3 
5 
4 
5 
2 

500 
20 
20 
2 

15 
2 
2 

12 
500 

(jJ 

50 
12 
24 

100 
3 

Wilson's snipe (dead) 
Band-t ail ed pig eon 
Mourning dove 
Belted kin gfisher 
Red-s hafted flicker 
Cal. woodpecker 
Nutt a11:s woodpecker 
Bl ~ck pheobc 
Say's pheobe 
Horned l ark 
St ell:: :.r 1 s j ay 
Cal. j ay 
Yellow-billed magpie 
Crow 
Slender-billed nuth atch 
Wren-tit 
Brown cr ee per 
House wren 
Bewick's wren 
Mockingbird 
Robin 
Golden-crowned kin glet 
wnuric an pipit 
Californi a shrike 
Audubon Is warbl er 
•rownsend Is warbl er 
R3dwing bl ackbird 
Californi a pur pl e finch 
Willo w gol dfinch 
Sp0tt ed towhee 
Sav:l.m1ah sparrow 
Oregon junco 
Golden-er. sparrow 

George and Beatric e Nielsen 
le aders. 

1 
JO 
12 

1 
5 

10 
1 
3 
1 
6 
1 
3 

35 
500 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 

50 
3 
3 

12 
500 

2 
2 
1 

14 
100 

50 


