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THE REGULAR DECEiv1BER :MEF/I1ING will be held next ~Fonday , December 12 , 
at 7: 45 p . m. , in Room 210 , Natural Scien ce Building , San Jose St nte 
Coll ege . 1 r . Edward D. Wood, of the Nat ural Science Department , 
1'it"ldes to J·unior Coll ege , wil l be our s r)eaker and wil l sho w his color 
motio n p icture 11ViildJ .ife of the Rock i es. 11 He wi ll also sho w about 
200 feet of film whi ch he to ok on t be fie l d tri p to the Los Bano s Bird 
an d Game Refuge in late Oct obe r of t l is yea r. Nir . Wood and other mem
be rs of t he Modesto Wild li fe Conse rv ation Soci ety joined our gro up at 
t he Refuge t h at day , and th e t w0 so~ieties en joy ed a j oin t trip . 
Guests will be w<:,lco me a t the meeting .. 

THE 194 9 C1IRisrrMAS BI RD Cot.TNT wi ll b e t aken th e Nfonday aft e r Christmas, 
December 26 , in th e San Jos e ar ea . Ji m Pet e r'son will plan and conduc t 
th e Count . Furth er notic e of th e Count wil l b e mail ed in two weeks . 

NOVEMBER 12 F'I ELD TRIP REPORT. It was a be autif u l day for bird watch 
in g- sunny , wit h no w;ind or fog -a nd t he t wenty - one bir d ob:;i0rv e rs 
who met at th e Palo Alto Statio n at 8 o'clock , wer e soon nn th e ir way . 
The p lan was to bir d on t he Sta nf or•d Campus during th e morning , and in 
the af t e rnoon to lo ok for wat er birds in th e Dumbarton Brid ge ar e a . 

The first sto p was nea r th e Sta nfor d Conval e sc ent Home, where th e re 
ar e fi ne oaks , as well s.s e lms and othe r in tr oduc ed tr ee s and some old 
fruit trees . The most con sDi cu ous b ir d h e r o was t he r aucous - voi c ed 
acorn woodpe cker . Three or ~four wore sunnin e; th emsel ve s ne ar th e to p 
of a dead ol m, and oth e rs wer o co.r ry ing a cor ns to p lac e s beyond ()Ur 
vi ew. But we soon dis cov 6r ed thr ee oth er , quie t er members of th e wood 
pDcker f amily . Sove r al r ed - shaft ed. f lick e rs wer e fee din g on the gr~und , 
and a downy woodpe ck er was s ee n fou r t ime s in fruit tr ee s , once pe ck 
ing into a fig which sti ll hun g on th e tr ee . The most thrillin g of the 
four woodpe cke r s h e r e was a r 6d -br oa sted s ap suc ke r whi ch pu t on a nice 
pe rf 01~mance in a walnut tr ee , ri ght ove r our h ead s . The fruit tr ee s 
had att r act ed s ever al kinds of birds , and we had go od views of robins, 
west ern blu Lbirds, c edar vmxwin gs , Audubon ' s v.rarbl e rs , and hous e finch 
es . Just befor e VI e 10f t t he grutmds of t h e Conval e sc en t Home, s everal 
of us hea r d a pe clli ar chatterinp; in o. r edwood . We wer e spe llbound 
what bi rd was t ha t?- and th on we di sc over ed a tr ee squirr e l, with his 
t ai l ar ch ed ov er his b nck , ;iswearing a t us in his vei-·y bGst Fr ench . 11 

We found mor e tr e€ s qui rr e ls (a vari0ty of the fox squirr el which has 
been int ro duc ed into California) ne ar t he Mausol eum. Some on e su gge st 
ed th at perh ap s th e s e fox s qu:!.rr e ls arc pa rtly r e sp onsibl e for th o 
f ewer ne st ing bir ds on t he Stanford Cr,mpus th e last t wo or thr ee years . 
The hi gh spot of t he mor ni ng was t he visit to th e J:<7rost Memoria~ Amphi
th ea tr e;. 'rhe vivi d autumn colors of th e li qu idamb a rs, "Cardinal 11 oaks , 
pop l a r s , and ginkgo s wer e bea utiful age.inst th e rich gr ee n of pines 
and liv e 00.ks and eth e r evergre ens . 

After ti me out fora.n ea rl y lunch (wit h our hospitable l eade rs, Nell 
and Le s Sl eepe r, in the ga rd en at th eir h ome- E. Smith), we drove out 
acr os s th e Dumbarton Br id ge and parked our c ars by th e KGO Rad i o St a 
t i on, The bay was c al m and th e wat er in th e s alt ponds so smooth it 
r bfl ect ed th o r ed r adio to wers and th e bro wn Coyot e Hi lls . N~ wind 
and an unusu ally warm day for November , made bird observing e spe ci ally 
p l ea s an t . The tid e had bee n low b8f ore noon and wns comin g in und e r 



the brid ge , a nd most of tho shor e birds we r e l~ afing on th e l e v ee~ nrd 
in t h0 sh a l l ow wa t e r of th G ponds . A g rou p of small sandpipers p rob::: .r1g 
a t the edge of th e p ond by th e r a dio stntion afforded us excellent 
opportunity to c ompD..re th e l ea st , th e we st e rn , r.nd th e r od - b a ck e d s a nd 
pipers . Thr ee north e rn p ll n l rtrop c s , swim ming n e"..r th o srmd p i pe rs , and 
tw e lv e o t h e rs in nnoth o r po nd , we r e mo r e phQlnro pc s th an we exp e c t e d 
t o se e in Nov emb e r . Th 8 shore bird s vdd.ch we r e pr Gs e nt in l a r ges t num 
b e rs in t ho a r e~ b e tw ~en th e r ndio st n ti on and th e brid g0 , we re wil l ets 
e.nd nvo c ot s . On on s of t he pond s n l ni ... gc c 0mpn.ny of c r:r e d g r e b e s were 
swimmin g nnd divin g . Among th on WE:;r c [ on :i}y~rt e I s gulls , f eed in g some 
wh a t in th e manner of p hal ~ro pc s . L~t e r we s aw mor e of th e s e g ra c e ful 
gulls nmon g F'orst c r I s t e rns on th s P t•.l o Alt o sid e of th e brid ge . 

Just b e for s we Rt n rt ed ho m0 , i n mid - nft Grnoon , a marsh hnwk put on a 
mc..rv oJ lous exhi b ition . He wc.s :.., b 0r.uti f ul bird , 1n grD..y and whi t e 
p luma ge . ,vb.on we first s nw hi m h o s uc m0d t o b e hnrrying a flock of 
small snnd p ip e rs , bu t he s o on p nssE;d indiff e r ently b e yond th em and f l ew 

u p t he slo pe of th e Coyot G Hills . Af t E"-r on e o..pp ar s nt l y unsu c c e ssful 
div e int o th e g r r.ss , bE- r o s e into th e r..ir and put on a bri s f tumbling 
act - swooped do wn r. short \1.1r y, turn e d ov 02,, and d n rt e d u p ~-g~ in , t o 
r cpoCTt t he tu .1.-nbl '1 t wo or t hree tj_mcs . Th en , with an oth e r 11ch e-ngc of 
mind , ii h 0 fl mv ov e r th e., hill en d out of si ght . 

List of bi rds for th 0 tri p . In th o St8nf ord Cmnpus ar E,a : sharp - shinned 
h l'.wk, l; Coope r ' s h nwk , l ;; s 1.:-c.r row h r;wk , 2 ; Cr.lif. quail , call notes; 
Jmna ' s hummin gbird , 2; r od - sh nfted flick e r , 8; n c orn woodpe ck e r , l2j 
r 8d - br e2..st e d s2.p suc kor , 1 ; do vmy wooc1pG ck c r , 1; bla ck pho e be , 3 ; Calif . 
j ay , '7; ch e stnut - bac ked c hi ckadt,c , 1 5 ; p l E'.in t itmous c,, 6; bush - tit , 40 -±; 
robin , 1 4 ; WE-st 0 rn blu e bird , 1 2; ruby - cro wn e d ki ngl E/c , 2; Am. p ipit , 6; 
c e dar waxwin g , 24; Hutton' s vir e o , l; Audubon's wc.rb l s r , 10; w0st0rn 
me 2.dowl 2,r k , 4; Br ewe r I s bl ::c l:cbir d , 1 1; purpl e finc h , 4; hous e finch , 22; 
pin e sis k in , 2 ; Ark . g ol d finch , 5; s p ott ed to whee , l; bro wn tm vh ce , 8; 
vvhi t o - cr own ed s rw rro vv, 2 5+ ; son g sµr -,rro w, 1 . 
Salt pond s , chi e f l y on st of th e Durr.b a rto n Brid ge : ea r e d g r e b e , 500 :!:'; 
w0 st 0rn gr cbE,, 3~ d oubl e -c r 0 st Gd c or moro.nt , 1; g r o1::.t blu e h e ron , l; 
Im: . eg r e t, 8; sno v1:y <.::.gr e t , l ; sc n.Uf · du ck , 15; whit e - wing e d se a t e r, 16; 
mc.rsh h awk , 3; s p arrm v h o.wk, l; Am. c oo t , l ; lon g - bill e d cur l ew , 4; 
wi l l u t, 500 ±; l er. st S i nd p i -per,. 200+; r e d - b e.ek e d s r.nd p i pe r , 30 0 +; wcst 
c:,rn s n.nd -pi pc r , 100 + ; rnn.r·bl c d g od vvi t, 8 ; avoc e t, 500 ± ; nor•th e rn ph o.l a 
ro pc , 1 5 ; He rring's gull, 1 ( Pnd oth e r gulls u nide ntifi e d); Bonn 
pr .rt 2 1 s gull , 30+; F orst e r I s t o rn, 9; Am. p i p it , 50 + ; Br ewor' s bl c,ck 
bird, 8 ; Sa v an nah s ,a rro w, 20+; s ong sparrow, 2 . 

Ne ll a nd Le s Sl copo r 

Sp.nta Clar a Vall e y Audubon Soci e ty , Branch of Na tionnl Audub on So c i e ty 

I ·r e sidE:mt, B. Ne il Di cldnso n , 554 Oo.\: P a rl ( Wa.y , Red wood City 
Corr Gspo n ding s o c r e t c.r ;,7, Rmlly Srl.i th , Rt . 1 , Box 387 , Los Gt?.tos 
Tr E; '..'..sur e r , lY,.rs . Evn t::cRae , San Jos e State Coll e g e , Sf'.n Jos e 1 4 

Ivwnthl y meetings s e c ond Mondny , a l t o rnat e ly in Si:.m Jos e nnd F alo Al t o 

Joint m0mbe rship (Lo c al and National) , $5 . 00 p or yenr 
Loca l mcmborshi ~ , $1 . 50 pe r y e nr 


