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A SECOND NOVE1:.BER FIELD TRIP will be t~ k en this next Sunday, Nov . 27 , 
to Hall's Valley an d Smith Cree k , wit h Bea t r ice and Geor ge Nielsen as 
leaders . Hall I s Vall ey is on the way to 11;t . Hami lton, about twelve 
miles f r om San Jsoe; and Smith Cre e1: is onl y a sh ort way beyond Hall I s 
Va ll ey . In t h e Valley th er e will b e a wal l{ of about one mile along a 
trail throu gh brus h , to v i sit a small reservoir . The meeting place 
for the tr ip will be the corn e r of East San Carlos and Fifth Streets 
in San Jose , and t h e ti me ei ght o 'c loc k . Brin g lunc h . 

NEW }ilEMBERS. The Santa Clar a Vall ey Audubon Soc iety welcomes as new 
members: fro m M.enlo Po.rk , Mr•s . Eliz abe t h M. Deaton , Ers . Gra ce Pole, 
and J./irs . He1"be rt C. Witt ge nst e in; from Los Gatos , Ivi.rs. Mil dred Foreman , 
JYiiss Wil ma E. Harris , Krs . Arthur Ha Jones, and ~"rs. Nelli e Weav er•; and 
from Santa Clar a , N..rs . William McCormick . 

B. Neil Dic k inson , Pres. - 554 Oak Par k \!Vay , Redwood City 
Emil y Smit h , Cor r . Sec. - Box 38 7 , Gl en Una Dr ., Los Gatos 

OCTOBER 30 FIE LD TRIP REPORT. Some t wenty of us were up early t hat 
Sunday mornin g , t o meet a t Ti ny ' s in Los Banos for br eakfast at e ight 
o 'c loc ~ . At n i ne o'c l ock we wer e at th e entr anc e gate to the Los Banos 
Bird and Game Refu ge wher e IV,r. Hoy '."latt enbarg er, man age r of th e Refuge, 
met us and t ook ch a r ge of our tri p . ~e wer e ve ry p l eas antly sur prised 
when s 8ve ra l members of th e ~ ... ont er ey Fen i nsula Audubon Soc i e ty joined 
us ; and th en :tv-.r . McHen ry , Pa rk No.tu r nl i st i n Yos emit e Nation a l Park, 
and N'.rs . iVcI:Ien r y ; and f i na ll y nb out t wenty members of t h e Mode sto 
Wildli f e Cons e r vatio n Soc i 0ty, whi ch has r 0c en tl y become an affiliate 
of th e Nat i ona l .Audub on Soci e ty . We had all come to s 6e th e gr ea t con
c entr ntion of wat e rfo wl in th e Los Banos Refu ge durin g th o duck hunting 
s eason . The- weat her we.s made for us -c l ea r , wa rm, and no wind - and it 
was a bi g , Emt hus i o.stic gr oup whi ch Mr . Wat t enbnr ge r guided through 
th e 3 , 000- ncr e r efu ge . 

Follo win g h i s pl an of a yea r ag o when ~e visit ed th e refu ge , Mr. Wat
t enb nr ge r l ed us first to n small p ond wher e many ducks and oth e r 
wnt e r b i rd s wer e lo af i ng . Her e t he r e was no danger of fright ening the 
wild fo wl out of t ho r efu ge . Usi ng Henri . Hill ' s t e l es66p e and a 'scope 
brou ght by llr . ScbBnc k , we got exc el l ent vi ews of ear ed gr eb e , doubl e 
crest ed c or mor ant , bnld pa t e ( nwid ge on 11 to th e duck hunter), gr ee n 
win ged t ea l, sh ov8ll c r ( ; i spoon bill ii ) , rin g- neck ed du ck , c anv irn- back , 
rud dy duc !c, whi t 8- fr ont ed goos e , sno w goos e . When a floc k of about 
t went y Canada gee s e fl ew over the pond, W.r . Watt enbar ge r said th ey 
wer e th e f i r s t he h ad s eon this s eason . The whit e - fron t ed goos e is th e 
first t o arriv e in th e r efu ge , th en t he sno w goos e , and last th e Canada 
goos e . Aro und t he mar gin of th e pond we found thr ee members of the 
Heron Famil -y·. A bitt e rn flush ed just as we arriv ed , and l a t er we saw 
a gr e at b lu e he ron and an Amer i can eg r et. The most cons p icuous land 
bird her e was t he r ed -wi nge d blackbi1"d . Wh en s 6ve ral of us went over 
to a dGns o gro wt h of ca tt a ils to inv e sti ga t e th e nois8 whi ch was com
in g from it, a dar k cloud of bla ckbirds ros e into th e air. 

We bird ed qui e tly at the small pond until aft e r el even o 'clo ck , well 
aft er th e shooting outsid e th e bound aries of th e r efuge had subsid ed. 



Then our guid e and mentor l ed us to a vs ry larg e p rmd wher e th o c on
centr a ti on of wat f.!rfo wl was astounding . The surface of the p-ond wns so 
c ovs r ed with duc ks that wo could not se e the wat e r , as we app roa hc d th e 
pond , b6caus0 of the du ck s! As we drov e slo wly th e l ength of th e long 
-pond , swar ms of duclrn , on G af t e r anoth er , too k to th e air witn a roar 
of wing b eat . And ye t th Gr G wer e stilJ. vast num.bors of wat erfo wl on th e 
pond. whil e we at e our lunch es un d0r wi llo v,rs at one end . Many which 
had l eft wer e r e tu rn in g and ot he rs wo:i:'G c ovC;rin g ne arby p ond s . vi/0 soon 
discov er s d , among many sno w g8e s e a t one end of th e pond~ t h r oe whis 
tlin g swans , on o of th em pur e whit E: and t hC; oth er t wo sho win g th e gr ay 
of juv enil e birds. I'v~ost of th E- du ck s on th o ,:,oncl wer e mallards and 
bald pa t es , but t l c r c wer e many sh ove,ll cr s , c anv a s - backs , and pint ails 
(p int ails p r edomin a t ed l as t WE-ck , } r . -lo.tt onba r gcr s aid) • In r e sp onse 
to our qu e sti ons , ll!!r . Vi/att unb 1:~r go r told us somethin g of th E: history of 
the Los Banos RGfu ge , t ho firs t ~f i t s k ind in Californi a , and of its 
pr e s ent ai ms to grow enou gh wat s r gr nss in th e p onds to attract du cks 
away from ri ce fi Glds . Wat Gr gr ass , h e said, i s pr of e rr ed by du cks, 
and also h a s th e advantage of ma t u rin g ea rli e r t h an th e ric e , is r ea dy 
when t he duc k s arriv e from th o nort h . 

While Ilf:r . Wart onbarg e r was t a l cin e; ·Ne coul d hea r th e rollin g , trump et -: 
in g c all of sandhi ll c r-nne s; and so our next obj ectiv e was th e :icrane · 
area , " a fl nt , l evel fi e ld ncr. r ont· end of th 0 r efu ge . Luck vvas with 
us . Fi rst we sm r a smnll s q1v tdron of cr r_nes comu s a ilin g ma j e stic ally 
ove rh ea d , and th 0n we discov or ed th G mr.ny cr ane s st andin g tall n.nd 
war y in th e gr a ss . As we dro ve sl o~ly pn st th em th ey spr ang into the 
o.ir, fla pping t he ir 13r ca t win gs and c r.1lin g nl arm. It was re thr i lling 
sight, but we r eg r ett ed th 0 al Rr m; and so we wor e glad wh en we looked 
ba ck and s aw mqny cr anes s ettlin g ag ~in in th e fi e ld . 

The gr ea t flo cks nf sn ow g0 es e r.nd vvhi t o- f ront ed ge es e , th o vast num
bers of du clrn , the t hri llin g c r emes , absorb ed so muc h of our a t t ention 
th at we r at hE,r neg l e ct 0d th e sh or e b il"'ds on th e muddy mar g:l.ns 0f tho 
p onds and th E, l c..nd bir ds i n th e f iolds ::::.nd in t hs wi l l ows bord e ring 
t h is p onds , ns our follo win g list of birds f or the trip will sho w: 

Ea r ed gr eb e 
Doubl e - cr es t ed co rmor ant 
Groat blu e he,ro n 
Ame ric an eg re t 
Snowy egr et 
Amer i co.n bitt e rn 
Whistlin g swnn 
Canadn goose 
Whit e - front ed go os e 
Snow go os e 
Mnll a r d 
Bald pato 
Americ an n i nta il 
Gr oe n-win~ cd t eal 
Shov e ll E)r 

Ring - nccl,rnd duck 
CP.nv as - bo.ck 
Ruddy duc k 
Tur k0y vultur e 
Coope r I s hn. vk 
Rod- t llil 6d he.wk 
MP.rsh h awk 
Pi ge on h n:wk 
Ring - necked ph eRse nt 
Sandh ill cr une 
Sor a r o.il 
F'lor ida galJ.in ul e 
/;rns ric nn c oot 
Killd ee r 
Gre Qt e r yellow - l eg s 

Le r.s t sand pi pe r 
Dowitch er 
Avoc et 
California gull? 
Red- sh aft ed fl i cke r 
Bl eck pho ob6 
Lon g- bill ed marsh wr en 
Anieric e.n pip it 
Audubon's wnrbl e r 
We st ern mcadowlnrk 
Yello w- heade d bl n.ckbird 
Red- wi ng 
Tri c olored r ed - win g 
Snvannn h spn rro w 
Song spa rro w 

We a r c gr nt efu l to Mr . Watt 0nb ~rge r for th e p rivil ege of s ee ing th e 
gre c,t con gr ogr..tion of wa.t erfo wl j_n t he r ef u ge he mo.n o.g0s , 9.nd nls o for 
th 0 o:npor tuni t y to l en rn mor e about t he wor l.-: of th e Cr.lifor n ia Fish 
nnd G['Jlle to h elp p rovid e suit r..bl o wi nt e rin [:s grounds for wa.t erfo wl . 

Clyd e and Agnes Prusm an 


