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THE SECOND OCTOBER FIELD TRIP will b e t ake n next Sunday, Octob er 30, to 
the Los Banos Bird and Game Refug e , und er th e l eader sh ip of Agne s and 
Clyde Prusman. This tri p is being t aken in th e duck hunting season , 
bec aus e gr eate r numbers of ws..t erfo wl come into th e r ef ug e during this 
time. (I f you didn't go on th e Lo s Bcnos trip last yea r, one s ent ence 
from Al Wool's r ep ort of th [lt trip 1Hill give you some idea wha t to ex
pect : nLater , a t anoth 6r pla ce , we h ec.rd what sound ed lik e a. gr ea t water
f all, but it was th e spl a shin~ of thous ands of duc l-rn, bathin g and f ee d
ing in a r ee d-sh e lt e r ed pond .') Tho mee ting plac e for th e trip next 
Sundny will be Tiny ' s r es taurant in Los Banos on High way 152, a t 8 a .m. 
If you do not want br eal{fa.st in Los Banos, be at Tin y 's a.t 8:30 or at 
the Refuge entrance at 9 o'cloc k . The Ref u ge manager, Mr. Wattenbarger , 
will t ake char ge of th e pa rty at the entrance gate at 9 o'clock. 
Bring lunch and warm wraps (it wa s sunny and mild last year , but it can 
be windy•and cold). Members who can ta ke additional pass enge rs or who 
want tran sp or tation, meet at th e usual pla c e , c orn e r of East San Carlos 
and Fifth St r ee ts at 5 :45 a.m. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS. Mr . Ber t Harwell , who nee ds no introduction to 
California bir d ent hu si asts , wi ll pr es ent th e first Audubon Scr ee n Tour, 
"Cana da West , it November 17. That will be on a Thursd ay, just three 
wee ks away . Inclos cd with our notic e s mailed two weeks ago , we r e two 
folders announcing this seri es of motion picture l ectur es ; inclos ed 
with this noti c e ar e t wo more fold ers, with circular l ette rs. Pl ease 
hel p adv erti se th e Audubon Scr ee n Tour s , which our Soci ety is s ponsor
in g , by pa ssing along th e s e fold ers to fri ends who will bo int e r e sted. 
If you ca n u se mor e folders , l e t the corr e spond ing s ecr etary know, or 
s end her th e names and addr e ss e s of th e int e r ested pe rsons , and she 
will mail th e f old e rs dir ectl y to th em. 

B. Nei l Di ck inson , Pr Gs . - 1135 Cran e St ., :ve nlo Park 
Emily Smith , Corr . Sec. - 38 7 Gl 1;;n Una Dr., Los Gatos 

Room 10 0 , ,Scienc e Buildin g 
San Jose St a t e Coll ege ORDER BLANK FOR SEASON TICKETS 
San Jose 1 4 , Cal iforn ia 

Enclosed find ch 0ck for $ • --- Pl eas e send tick ets as indi -
ca t ed below . 

Name 

General Admis s ion seas on tic ke ts a t $2 . 50 ea ch 

Stud ent Season tic kets a t $1.45 each 

------------- ------------------
Address ----------------
City _________ ~--------------------



JULY FI ELD TRIP REFORT. St evens Cre ek fi eld trips in July have always 
provided unusual opportunities t o see flycatchers, and the trip taken 
July 10, 1949, was no exception. Of the five mGmbers of the flycatcher 
family likely to be present in Stevens Cre ek Canyon, all five were seen 
and heard: bl ack phoebe , Western flycatcher, Western wood pewee , olive
sided flycatch er, and ash-throated flycat ch er . The olive-sided flycatch
er was he ard at every stop we made during the morning, and th ere were 
many opportunities to get well acqu aint ed with this interesting bird. 

The first sto p was at th e bridg e over the cr eek, less than a mile below 
th e dam. We had hardly arrived when Mrs. Ryan , who owns the fenced-in 
prop erty along th e cr ee k , drov e up and invit ed us in, Here th ere was an 
old win ery, and across the cr eek was a small orchard of ch estnut trees 
and a f ew p ea ch tr ee s and grapevin es. Olive-sid ed flycatch ers and wood 
pewe e s p erch ed almost sid e by .side on the ba re br anch e s of tr ee s about 
th e win ery, making it possibl e to compar e size and markings of these 
two similar flycatchers . A wood pewee was carrying food to its nest, 
but th e ne s t WP.s too high for us to ascertain ·th o size of th e young . 
Sev eral obse rv ers c au gh t si ght of a russ et-back ed thrush as it slipped 
through th e cre ek shrubb ery, und good views of yellow warbl e r, white 
breast ed nuth a tch, spott ed to whe 0,, pil eolated wo.rbl eir, and pl a in tit
mouse wer e had by mos t of th e grou p . Warbling vireo and solitary vireo 
we r e both heard singing her e , as well as th e gre en-backed goldfin ch and 
its l e ss common cousin, The Lawr &nc e 1s goldfinch . Along the slo pe s ev
eral cov eys of quail wer e flush ed (at l east twenty-five birds), and for 
tw enty minut e s or more a mour nin g dov e sunbath ed ato p a tall snag. Just 
as we wer e l eaving this area a bird flashin g yellow and r ed alighted in 
th e shrubb er y ah e ad. The beautiful bird paus ed lon g enough so that most 
of us wer e abl e to s ee it well and id entif y it as t h e West e rn tanager. 

At St even s Cree k r e s er voir, wher e we made our s econd stop, th e re was 
still a consid erabl e volum e of wat e r, We scann ed the shor e line for 
h e rons wit h out succ e ss, but on t he concr e t e incline of th o dam a small 
sand p ip er-lik e bird was spotted whic h defied identification . Jim Peter
son and thr ee oth ers ap proach ed wl!~in ten fe et of the bird and finally 
jud ge d it th e Baird's sand pi pe r,ra WFe bird for Santa Clara Vall ey. 
This sand pi pe r is a a glob e-s pann er: 11 Twic e a ye ar it trav ers es the 
l ength of bot h Americ an contin Gnts, on its migrations bet ween its nest
ing grounds along th e Arcti c coast and its wint ering grounds in Chile 
and Arge ntin a . Turnin g our att ention to th e swallo ws which wer e skim
ming ove r th e wat er for ins ects, we had good vi ews of both violet-green 
and cl iff swallo ws; but t he martins s oon here oth er ye ars wer e absent. 

Our next sto p was at t he first brid ge which cross es the cr ee k above the 
r e s e rvoir. Whil e we ato ou1~ snack lunch e s h e r e , a yellow warbl e r came 
into vi ew, and also orang e-cro wned warbl e r and russ et-back ed thrush; . 
and th en an a sh-throat ed flycatch er was s ee n carrying food into a hole 
in a sycamor e where it had youn g in a ne st. Near th e water's edge wore 
doz ens of goldfinch e s, s ev er a l song sparrows , and a s potted towh e e . And 
all th e tim e we vrnr e h er e we could he ar th e persist ent i'pil- p il - pil 11 

and "what-p ee ve s-you i i not e s of an olive-sided fl ycatc he r. 

The l a st sto p was across th e road from th e Boy Scout camp. In this 
location, t he day previous, th e writ er got within t en fe e t of a black
throat ed gr ay warbl er, but the warbl er was gone now and we had to con
t ent ours elv e s with unusually good vi ews of the ye llow and pileolated 
warbl ers. 'rh e pur ple finch wa s hear d h ere, along with the warbling 
vireo and th e ubiquitous fl ycatchers. The summary a t th e end of the 
tri p sho wed that t h irty-s even sp eci e s of birds had be en s ee n or heard 



during the morning excursion by the sixtee n observers. Althou gh the 
fl ycatchers hi ghlighted the trip, the Weste.rn tanager was an interest
ing addit i on to our list of ;'Stevens Creek birds in July. if 

The followin g members took the tri p : Florence Durfee, Frances Fischer, 
Elsie Hoeck, David Maxon, Mr. and l\frs . Willi am Ouder ki rk , Jlm Pe terson 
and dau ghter , Iv:r. an d I1trs. Clyde Prus man, and lV.at t Vessel (l eade r). 
The guests whom we were glad to welcom were: Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Carr, 
Dr. Ernst Friedlander, and Mr. R. Stober. 

1'La-tt Ve ssel 

SEPTEi.\liBER 1 8 F IELD TRIP REPORT, This Sunday fourt een member s of the 
Santa Clara Vall ey Audubon Soci e ty wer e glad of th e opp ortunity to meet 
with th e Gold en Gat e Audu bon Soci e t y , to see shor e birds on Bay Farm 
I s land with :r..=rs. Jun ea Kell y . I t was a cl ea r, wi ndl e ss day , and warm. 
Early com0rs a t th o mee tin g place-Lincoln Park i n Alameda-had good 
vi ews of black -cro wned night heron s in th e liv e oak s. The birds showed 
th e thr oe pluma ges of first year, s econd year, and fully adult birds. 
When every on e had assembled at 10 o'clock, th e sixty or mor e obs e rvers 
divid ed into groups to make bird counts in s ev en areas at th e same time, 
to ge t a fai r id ea of t h e numbers of sh or e birds in th o Bay Fa rm Island 
r eg ion t h at day . During th e count time the birds wer e lo afin g , waiting 
for th e ebbin g tid 0 t o uncov er th e mud flat s on Bay Fa rm Isl and . 

When th e c oun t we,s fin ished , th e grou ps gath er ed on Island Avenu e in 
ti me to wat ch t he sho r e birds come in af t e r the tu r n of th e tid e . 
Str e ams of ·.vb st e rn s and ] i pe rs , avoc 0ts, will ots, dowi tch e rs, black
belli ed plo ve rs , and. marbl ed godwi t s came to f oE;d on th e mud flats a s 
th e tid e went out . Soon th er e wer e vast numbers of birds probing busily 
in th e mud. Thon so me disturbanc o- prob abl y th e j aege r whic h was s eEm 
l at er-sud den l y put th em all in f li ght. It s eemed for a momen t liJ rn a 

_ gr ea t flur >r y of sno wfl ake s. Thous o.nds of bird s were fl ying swiftly , 
bands of t hem t wistin g and turnin g with marv oJ.ous s ynchronism, now 
flashin g whit 8 , now da rk. But soon th E; spe ct acl e wn.s ov E:-r and th ey were 
all f 6edin g aga in on t hG mud flat s . Among th em a bl aclc turn s t0ne was 
~ic ki ng its foo d of f a piling r ath or th an prob e in th e mud for it. 
The r e wur G mn.ny s emip almo.t ed p lov ers runong th e lar ger black-b e lli ed 
p lov E:.rs, and s everal Hudsonian curl ews and gr eat er ye llow-l egs . New to 
many of us wer e th e four knots whi ch Mrs. Ke ll y p oint ed out. 

SomE; of t he p ar t y wal ked out on th e l evee , to follo w th e birds out as 
th e ti de r eceded ; and four or fiv e , who did not mind wadin g throu gh mud 
and dee p wat er, cross ed a cut in th e l evee and finally r each ed its end, 
They wor e r eward ed with th e si ght of a ja eger, which th ey wer e sure was 
a p omar i ne j aege r. Through a spottin g sco pe th ey wat ch ed it a ctiv ely 
go aft e r t er ns and W1lls. "To s ee this mast e r of aeronautics outman euver 
a. t e rn was a tr eat, ' to quot e Jim Pet e rson who was th e r e , alon g wi th 
Seth Bai l ey and David Maxon . They also sa w a wand ering tattl er, bobbing 
as it wal ke d ab out on the sunk en de stroy ers whi ch li e against th e l eve e . 

The joint tri p with th o Gold en Gat e Audubon Soci ety was much enjoy ed. 
We hope th e r e will be mor e opp ortuniti e s for th e t wo societi e s to bird 
to geth e r. The fourt een who too k pa rt in th o trip were: Neil Dickinson, 
Mrs. Carolin e Davis , krs. Hille br and, Mr. and i.Vrs, Ouderkirk, Mr s . Perry 
Anne Pet e r s on, Tu'irs. Gra ce Pet e rson, Jim Pe t e rson, Emily Smit h , Mr. and 
Mrs. Snow, Mrs. Whitney, and Mr, and Mrs. Zwaal, 

Anne Pet erson 


